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ADVERTISEMENT TO THE READER. [3] 


t 


WHILE 1 was occupied some time ago in reading the 
Theological Institutes of M. Simon Episcopius, after having 
read through the thirty-fourth chapter of book iv. section 2°, 
I put together, for my own private use, or rather sketched — 
the first outline of, an answer to the arguments, by which 
the learned author in that part of his work endeavoured to 
prove, that the article touching the divine generation of the 
Son of God our Saviour, of God the Father, before the 
worlds *, was not by any means regarded in the primitive ! anic sw. 
Churches as necessary to be believed in order to salvation ; ae 
[so far indeed from it,| that those Churches held commu- 
nion with such as denied that article, and believed and 
taught that Christ was a mere man, who had no existence 
before [His birth of] the blessed Virgin. This short answer, 
however, I not long since, at the request of some friends, 
drew out more fully, and enlarged by additional matter; 
adding also three entire chapters, in which I have, if I am 
not mistaken, clearly refuted the opinion of Episcopius, both 
_ by quotations from the primitive fathers, and from ecclesias- 
tical history. 

I will now briefly state what has induced me to consent to 
the publication at last of this work, such as it is. During 
the last few years, there have appeared here in England, [4] 
several works, whose unprincipled authors have strained 
every nerve to weaken and to overthrow the most important 
article? of our faith, whereon certainly Christianity hinges ; ? dogina 
(I mean the article concerning the Son of God being begotten “#*™ 

25) ¥ Olin amore 


x The assertion that the belief of the Divinity of our Lord 


avverriss- of God the Father Himself before all worlds, very God of 
_wEN® very God, by whom all things were made, who for our salva- 
tion became incarnate, and was made Man;) some of them 
boldly defending the Arian, others the Samosatene, blasphemy. 
Of these it would not be unjust in me to say, what that 
eminent man Hieronymus Zanchius » declared of the writings 
of Lelius Socinus, Francis David, Blandrata, and other 
heretics of the same stamp, in his own time; “I have read, 
oe [said he,] but with great disgust *, the silly ravings’ of these 
2inepta mew Arians and Photinians; and this I can declare, that I 
deliria. have met with nothing in their writings, which, to say the 
least, has any of that acuteness, which often occurs in the 
works of the ancient heretics. They are all either the old 
‘vetus matter *, served up for the hundredth time, or new follies.” 
‘pu8™ No prevent, however, the triumph of these vain persons, and 
the perversion of weak minds from Catholic truth by their 
~4quali- arts such as they are*, they have been met by the writings 
Ogee ae of some of our pious and learned countrymen, published on 
the other side, who certainly on that account have deserved 
the gratitude and praise of all good men. 

2 Meanwhile some have arisen, who have essayed to act 
the part of mediators, forsooth, and promoters of peace in 
this controversy, as well as to conciliate and bring together 
parties most absolutely and utterly dissevered from and 
opposed to each other, namely, the Catholic Church and 

[5] heretics; in other words, Christ and Belial. These persons, 
whilst professing, and I hope sincerely, to hold and believe, 
as Catholics do, the truth of the article respecting the Son 
of God being of one nature with [the Father], yet do not by 
any means acknowledge the necessity of it: thinking, I. 

*scilicet. suppose °, that it is sufficient to salvation, if one believe, any 
how, in Jesus Christ, [as] the Son of God and Saviour of the 
human race: and that it is not of much consequence, whether 
you regard Him as a mere man and a created being, made 
God and raised to divine honours simply by grace and adop- 
tion, or as really, that is by nature, very God. This their 
opinion they defend by arguments nearly the same as those, 
which Episcopius employs, and which he borrowed from 


Shiels Socinus. They are loud in their assertion °, that the Nicene 





® In the Epistle Dedicatory of his Treatise on the Three Elohim. | 


7 


was not held to be necessary during the first three centuries. xi 


Fathers first established the doctrine of the Consubstantiality 
of the Son, and rashly denounced an anathema against such 
as thought differently; that the primitive Church, on the 
contrary, was far more moderate’, and, as became a most 
tender mother, cherished in her bosom even those, who 
believed, that Christ their Saviour was by nature but a mere 
man; [an opinion, ] which they go on to prove from the Creed 
called the Apostles’, and from a well-known passage in Justin 
Martyr’s Dialogue with Trypho. With such statements 
almost every page of their books is filled. In the following 
treatise, however, it has been clearly shewn how little to the 
point is what they adduce. 

But the assertion of Episcopius, to which these writers 
seem rashly to have given credit, and of which we have 


’ undertaken the refutation, is of such a kind as that the man, - 


who is so venturesome as to affirm it, must be considered 
either not to have passed the very threshold of the writings 
of the primitive fathers and ancient ecclesiastical history, or 


1mitiorem. 


[6] 


at any rate to have written clean contrary to what he knew? ? contra 


[to be true]. The latter supposition charity forbids our 


suam ip- 
sius con- 


entertaining of Episcopius, and I am very far, myself, from s<ientiam. 


entertaining it. Was he then but little versed in the records 
of the ancient Church? But not even on this supposition will 
he escape the charge of great temerity, for having so con- 
fidently pronounced on the opinion of the primitive Church, 
(specially on a point of so vast importance,) without having 
himself examined it; and for having in consequence com- 
mitted a very grave outrage on the doctors, the bishops, the 
confessors and the martyrs of the very best ages; as if for- 
sooth they had been lukewarm, nay utterly cold, in the 
defence of the greatest of all the articles of the Christian 
religion. But the fact is this. Although he was a man of 
-unquestionably great ability, and in many respects possessed 
learning of no ordinary kind, yet he but little consulted or 
regarded, nay he actually despised, the writings of the ancient 
fathers and doctors. Hear his reply to the Jesuit Wading’s 
empty boast about Fathers and Councils; he frankly opens 
his mind on the subject in these words’; “1 will here once 
for all say what I think. You never shall drive me to that 
© Reply to Wading’s Epist. on the Worship of Images, c. 1. [vol. i. p. 132.] 


xii Episcopius’ authority on this point of little weight. 


apvextise- drudgery’, friend Wading. I do not look for laurels in 
MENT Jaurel-cakes?; nor do I envy the credit of the great reading 
"Compin- and capacious memory of those, whose delight it is to be ever 

ges me in a . . 
pistrinum drifting and tossing on that ocean of Councils and fathers, 
eee spending therein all their leisure and all their industry. 
taceo lau- Hor I set not so great store on that, of which I might one 
aan a day repent.” With him then, you see, to apply oneself to 
[7] the praiseworthy study and careful reading of the ancient 
fathers and Councils is the same thing as “ looking for laurels 
in laurel-cakes,” that is, (as Erasmus explains the adage,) 
to endeavour to gain an inglorious and paltry fame from frivo- 
lous pursuits; such [study], in his view, is nothing else than 
to waste light and labour, and to do that of which one may 
some time repent. Farther on, in the same passage, after he 
had endeavoured, by certain weak arguments of his own, to 
take away nearly all their authority and reputation from the 
3 writings of the holy fathers, (with which appellation and title 
of “ fathers,” commonly applied to them, he professes himself 
to be displeased,) he at last concludes; “ This is the reason 
why I do not bestow upon them” [that is, the writings of 

the fathers] “any great pains.” 

Would, however, that he had here at least excepted the 
fathers and writers of the first three centuries. If he had 
only spent more time and attention in reading them, he 
would, I am sure, have laboured in a way, which neither he 
nor the Church of Christ would ever have had reason to 
regret. Never would he have undertaken to plead the cause 
of Arians and Socinians to the extent of palliating, under 
cover of the authority and views of the primitive Churches, 
the doctrine which they have advanced concerning the Person 
of our Saviour, as if it were “ perhaps” an error, but certainly 
not an heresy, although those Churches did all with a unanj- 
mous yote and judgment condemn it as a most pernicious 


*heresim and deadly * heresy. 


eae That this-is so, you will, I think, find more than sufficiently 
4 Swarm proved in the Dissertation I now present to you; which may 
#°pr indeed be regarded as a Supplement to my Defence of the 


[8] Nicene Creed, published some years ago*. For as in that 


_© [The Defensio Fidei Nicene was published in 1685; the Judictwm Eecle- 
sice Catholice in 1695. ] 


This work a supplement to that on the Nicene Creed. xiii 


work I vindicated the Nicene Creed itself from the calum- 
nies of its heretical assailants, and fully and clearly demon- 
strated, that the doctrine which was delivered in it, is quite 
in harmony with the faith of the Catholic Church of the first 
three centuries; (to which no one of the opponents of the 
holy synod has yet, so far as I know, returned an answer ;) 
so in this treatise, I maintain and defend the anathematizing 
clause’, which is annexed to that Creed. For hence it clearly ' avateuc- 
becomes apparent, that it was agreeably to the sentiment of '”* A 
the primitive Churches, which existed even from the very 
times of the Apostles, that the Nicene fathers added to their 
confession of faith the sanction of the following anathema ¢; 
** But as for those who say, There was a time when He was 
not; and, Before He was begotten He was not; and, He was 
made out of what existed not; or who assert that the Son of 
God is of another hypostasis or essence; or that He was 
created, or is capable of change, or alteration, them the 
Catholic and Apostolic Church doth, anathematize.”. This 
judgment of the universal Church of Christ, of all ages, will 
certainly be reverenced by every man of piety and sobriety, 
who will in consequence’ be on his guard against, and from ? adeo. 
his whole heart abhor, the God-denying * heresy of the Samo- > apyna:- 
satenes, no less than of the Arians. And this I earnestly Gee. 
advise you, my reader, (whosoever you are,) to do, and so 
bid you farewell. 

4 gods 3& Agyovtas ef ovK dvTwy Toy aidy), ITE odK Hv, GAAoTplous oidey 7H 


vidv, 4 e& érépas tmoordcews, kal uy ex  KaboAtk? exrdAnola. [See the Def. Nic. 
+0 cod, at (S71) Fv xpdvos more (} Creed, Introduction, p. 13.) 
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THE JUDGMENT 


OF 


Pol CATHOLIC’ GHURCH 


ETC, 


INTRODUCTION. [11] 
i= 


‘THE very learned M. Simon Episcopius, in his Theological ae 
Institutes, iv. 2. 33.2 after he had shewn, that there are in 
Scripture four especial senses’ in which God is called the ! modis. 
Father of Jesus Christ, and Jesus Christ, the Son of God 
the Father, even considered as Man,—namely, by_reason of 
His conception of the Holy Ghost, His Mediatorial office, 

His resurrection from the dead, and, lastly, His exaltation 
to the right hand of the Father ;—then adds, and (notwith- 
standing that he shews himself throughout his treatise too 
cold a defender of so important a truth) quotes some passages 
of Holy Scripture, and advances some arguments based on 
Scripture, to prove; “That that preeminence of Sonship, or 
of being the Son of God, belongs to Jesus Christ in another, 
and still more peculiar sense”, such as cannot fall under any ? ratione, 
of the four modes already mentioned, or be referred to Jesus 
Christ, considered as man; since Scripture not unfrequently 
speaks of Jesus Christ, z.e. of Him who was afterwards called 
Jesus Christ, in such a manner as to preclude all doubt, 
that He did really exist and subsist, as the true and only 
offspring of His Father, before His birth, as man, of His 
mother Mary; and consequently ” (as he afterwards explains 
himself more fully) “before the creation of the universe ; 
and that in such a way, as that all things were made by Him, 
and that on that account He is Himself God.” 

At length, however, in chap. 34 of the same book, as his 
way is, he raises a question; “Whether that fifth mode of 
: ® [Page 335. ] 

BULL,—J. C. C. B 


2 Episcopius’ statement : the point at issue. 


suvamnyt the Sonship of Jesus Christ, is necessary to be known and 
on tN® believed, in order to salvation; and [whether] those, who 
cnurct. deny it, ought to be anathematized?” He takes the nega- 
r12] tive side of the question, and goes on to defend it by three 
arguments. The two former of these we shall leave to be 
discussed by others; the third alone (since the consideration 
of it seems, as it were, to have fallen to our lot) we propose 

to examine in this place. 

His argument is-as follows; “In the primitive Churches, 
from the very times of the Apostles, during at least three 
entire centuries, the belief and profession of a special Son- 
ship of this kind was not judged necessary to be known and 
believed, in order to salvation. Therefore, there is no reason 
why it should now be believed to be necessary [to salvation |. 
This consequence is self-evident, according to the rule of 
Vincent of Lerims; that which is necessary to be known 
and believed for salvation, must of necessity be laid down to 
have been held and believed as such in the Church of Christ, 
in all places, by all persons, and at all times (ubique, ab 
omnibus, et semper).’? 

‘ ambabus This consequence we readily’ embrace; but, (to say nothing 

eee of EHpiscopius’ incorrect expression, “the belief and pro- 
fession of a special Sonship of this kind was not judged 
necessary to be known and believed, in order to salvation ;” 
whereas, no doubt, he meant simply to say, that that belief . 
and profession was not judged necessary to salvation,) with 
respect to the antecedent, I contend that it is palpably false, 
aud shall abundantly prove it to be so in the following work, 
such as it is. 

One preliminary remark I here make, that we in this remote 
age cannot have any more certain means of ascertaining the 
judgment of the primitive Churches, respecting the necessity » 
of this (or indeed of any other) article of our religion, than 
by first consulting the extant writings and remains of the 
Catholic fathers, and of the more celebrated doctors in the 

[13] said Churches, with the object of discovering therefrom, 
_ what were their views concerning this question; next, by 
diligently examining Ecclesiastical history, respecting those 

who, in the first centuries, denied the divinity of Jesus Christ 

our Lord; in order to understand what kind of judgment 





Method and division of the argument of this work. 3 


was passed against them by the Churches of those times,— 
whether they retained them in their communion, or rejected 
them, as aliens from Christ’s body. There is also a third 
method of ascertaining what doctrines the primitive Church 
regarded as necessary to be believed ; I mean by the creeds 
and confessions of faith, which it required of those who wished 
to enjoy communion with it. Nor do we ourselves decline 
this method, nay, we willingly adopt it, as will be clearly 
seen in the sequel. Since, however, very many persons in 
this degenerate age interpret the ancient creeds of the 
Church, as they do indeed even the Sacred Writings them- 
selves, not according to the rule of the Church, and the 
Catholic understanding of them, (as Vincent. recommended,) 
but according to their own pleasure ; since also Episcopius and 
others, who have followed him, have drawn an argument in 
support of their opinion from that common Creed, which is 
called the Apostles’; I have, for these reasons, thought it 
more desirable to defer what I have to say about the creeds, 
to that part of my work where an answer is made to their 
arguments. 

Having premised thus much, we shall easily refute the 
assertion of Episcopius, by the following method :—1. I shall 
adduce the testimonies of the primitive fathers, who declare 
explicitly enough that the doctrine of the true divinity of 
Christ is absolutely necessary to be believed for salvation. 
2. I shall then shew from Ecclesiastical history, that in the 
early ages [of the Church] no one ever denied the divine 
generation of Jesus Christ our Lord from God the Father, 
before all worlds, without being at once, on that account, 
excommunicated from the Catholic Church of Christ, and 
regarded as a heretic. 3. Lastly, I shall give a very full 
answer to the arguments by which Episcopius endeavours to 
prove his premises. Such is the scope and end of this our 
dissertation. 


INTRO- 
DUCTION. 


[14] 


CHAPTER I. 


THE TESTIMONIES OF THE PRIMITIVE FATHERS ARE ADDUCED, WHO ASSERT THAT 
THE BELIEF OF THE ARTICLE CONCERNING THE PIVINITY OF OUR SAVIOUR, IS 
ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY TO SALVATION. 


1. I witL commence with the testimonies of the very 
earliest fathers. Ignatius, a contemporary’ of the Apostles, 
at least of the Apostle John, in his genuine Epistles, which 
Isaac Vossius edited, very often inculcates the doctrine that 
Christ is God and Man, very God and very Man, as abso- 
lutely ? necessary to be believed [for salvation], in opposi- 
tion to the heretics of that time, who denied one or the 
other of the natures of Christ. Thus in his Epistle to the 
Ephesians, after recounting the commendations of them, 
which he had heard from their bishop Onesimus, how they 
continued to hold fast the Catholic and Apostolic doctrine, 
and kept themselves pure from every heresy, he goes on to 
admonish them to persevere in the Catholic faith, bemg 
cautiously on their guard against the heretics, who were at 
that time cunningly and stealthily scattering abroad their 
tares in the field of the Church. These are his words?; 
“For there are some who are accustomed to bear about 
the name (7.e. of Christians*) in wicked guile, while they 
do other * things unworthy of God: these it behoves you to 


Nien avoid as wild beasts; for they are raging dogs, that bite 


secretly, which you must guard yourselves against, for they 
are difficult to be cured.” Here immediately follows that 
celebrated passage about the two natures in Christ®; “There 
is One Physician, both fleshly and spiritual, made and not 
made, having become God incarnate, true life in death, 


b Se of / an 
eidbacr yap tives S6Aw TovnpG Td mvevpariKds, yevynTos Kad ayévyntos, ev 


bvoua Tepipépey, HAAG (leg. AAA) Tia 
mpdoccovres aydtia Ocod ods det Suas ds 
Onpta éxidrlvey. cioly yap kives Avo- 
cates, AaOpodhcTa, ods Set tuas 
puadocerba bytas BSvabepamedtrous. . 
... Ets iarpds éoriv capinds re Kad 


capri yevduevos @cds, ev Oardtw Cw) 
aAndwh, kad éx Maptas, nal é @cot.... 
M}) otv Tis tuis ekamardtw.—Page 21, 
[Seep desl 

_, © See the Defence of the Nic. Creed, 
ii. 2. 6. [p. 96.] 


They who receive not Christ as God and Man, without hope. 5 


both of Mary and of God.” Then it is immediately added, cuar. x. 
M») ovy tus buds eEarratare, “Let no one lead you astray ;” $7: 
te. from the true doctrine, which had just before been Jexazrvs. 
set forth, concerning the twofold nature of our Saviour. So 
that it is clear enough, that the heretics whom Ignatius 
censures, had denied the apostolic doctrine of Christ being 
God and Man?; and that this apostolic father was therefore ! Christo 
of opinion, that they ought to be altogether avoided by all Seantoer es 
such as regarded their own salvation, as raging dogs, biting 
in secret, and infusing the deadly poison of their doctrine 
into men’s souls. 

But it is moreover to be observed, that after the holy man 
had said, that those heretics were “difficult to be cured” 
(SuvcGepamrevtous), in other words, were in extreme peril and 
danger of their eternal salvation, he immediately subjoins 
this as the reason for so saying: ‘There is one Physician, 
both fleshly and spiritual, made and not made, &c. ;” which 
is just as if he had said, There is no salvation for men, 
except through the only Physician of souls, Christ, God and 
Man, who is the Mediator between God and man. These 
men, however, acknowledge no such Physician and Mediator, 
nor will have any such; therefore, their salvation is quite 
hopeless?: unless, indeed, they come at last seriously to * deplo- 

: +,7, rata. 

repent of their heresy, and embrace and reverence with 
entire devotion God the Son, who was incarnate and made 
man for their salvation. be 

Afterwards, in the same Epistle, he again declares these [16] 
same heretics to be worse than the most abandoned men ; 
them and their followers he assigns to the flames of hell, and 
calls their doctrine, “a doctrine of devils.” His words are*: 
“Do not err, my brethren: destroyers of houses shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God. If, therefore, they that do 
these things after the flesh were put to death; how much 


rather shall he [perish], who by evil doctrine destroys * the * $écipp. 
7 


4 uy mravacbe adeApol wov. of oiko- avrod. . nee My _drelperbe Svowdiay 
POdpor Bacirctay cod ov KAnpovouy- didacKadtas Tod Upxovros Tov aidvos 
covow. «i odv of KaTd odpka TatTa TOUTOV..... ‘O yap Ocds judy “Inrods 
mpdocovres amébavov, méow maddov édy 6 Xpiords exvopopHon vmd Maplas kar 
mlativ @cod ev Kah SidacKaria, Plcipn,  oikovoulay cov, ek owEpuaros pEv 
Umtp jis “Inrods Xpiords eoraupbin ; 6 Aad, mvevuaros Se ae Pp. 26. 
rowdros pumapos ‘yevOmevos els 70 mop 27. [§§ 16—18. pp. 15, 16.] 

7) doBeorov Xwphoet, Gwolws Kad dxovwy 


6 Two classes of heretics in the time of St. Ignatius ; 


suvemuns faith® of God, for which Jesus Christ was crucified? Such an 
oun’, one having become polluted, shall go away into the fire that 
cuvxcH. jg unquenchable, as shall also he who listens to him.” ‘Then 
vi shortly afterwards [he says]; “ Do not anoint yourselves 
with the ill-savoured ointment of the prince of this world’s 
doctrine? And then he sets forth the apostolic faith, as 
opposed to this evil and devilish doctrine, in the following 
words; “ For our God, Jesus Christ, was borne in the womb 

vmo by! Mary, according to the dispensation of God, of’ the 
fee seed of David, and of the Holy Ghost.” It is on this 
account, therefore, that against both seducers and seduced 

this father, who was in other respects most gentle, utters his 
thunders, and threatens them with the unquenchable fire, 

because they were striving to pull down the very first truth 

of the Christian religion, even that great mystery of. godli- 

ness, that God was manifest in the flesh, of which, as the 
[17] Apostle teaches us‘, every true Church of Christ ought, above 
‘precipue. all things*, to be “the pillar and ground,” (o7vAos Kat 
éSpaiwpua,) i.e. by professing it, by maintaming it through 

her testimony, and by preserving it through the preaching of 

the Gospel. There were in the age of Ignatius two classes of 
heretics, who were engaged in this impious work, opposed no 

less to one another than to the truth. One class, whilst 
‘quandam. attributing a kind of* divine nature to our Saviour, utterly 
_ divested Him of the human [nature]; for they affirmed, that 

Christ lived among men as man, suffered, and died, only in 
nEgeig an imaginary way®: in this heresy were the Simonians, the 
'  Menandrians, the Saturninians, and others,—to whom a later 

age, on this account, gave the name of Docete and Phanta- 

siaste. 'The other class, on the contrary, acknowledged only 

the human nature in the Lord Jesus, as the Cerinthians and 

the Ebionites.. It is not easy to say, which of these two 
heresies was the more pernicious; the latter certainly, as is 

evident, offers the more open insult to the dignity of our 
Saviour’s person. That Ignatius, however, had both these 

classes of heretics in view, not only in the passages quoted, 

ue mor, others read éxxAnolay,and to alter micrw, if with Hesychius 

in this way indeed the antithesis we understand oixop@dpo to mean 

between human habitations and the adulterers, v. Eurip. Fragm. ine. 


house of God is better kept up.— xlviili—B.] 
Ussher. | But it is hardly necessary £1 Dim, ai, U6. 


rejected by the Church. St. Ireneus ; his authority. 7 


but in other parts also of his Epistles, is generally allowed cuar. 1. 
-by the learned, and indeed is manifest of itself, Every one 5 1~?-__ 
‘who reads those passages and examines them without pre- lenarivs. 
judice and party-spirit, will surely never agree with the 
opinion of Episcopius, or believe that the doctrine touching 

the true divinity of our Lord Jesus, was not judged by the 
primitive Church to be necessary to be believed in order to 
salvation ; much less that that Church kept up! communion ' coluisse. 
with such as denied it; which, however, Episcopius has 
ventured to affirm. And thus much for Ignatius. 

2. Justin Martyr (although Episcopius and others who Jusriy M. 
have followed him have cited him, either in very great 
ignorance or with very little candour, in support.of their own [18] 
view) entertained the same judgment [as Ignatius], con- 
cerning such as said, that our Lord Christ was a mere man, 
or a created being, as I shall hereafter clearly shew in a 
more convenient place. 

3. Meanwhile let us take Irenzeus next after Ignatius. In Inuxavs. 
his youth he was so constant and diligent:a hearer of Polycarp, 
the disciple of the Apostles, that even in his old age he 
‘retained a firm recollection of the discourses and teaching 
of that most blessed man (as he himself testifies in his Epistle 
to Flormus; see Eusebius, Eccl. Hist. v. 20); he could 
therefore easily know from him what doctrines the apostolic 
Church held to be heretical. Now this father, throughout 
his writings, just as Ignatius, repudiates as heretics those 
_ who denied Christ to be God-man’, very God and very man, 2 @cdv6pw 
and declares them to be strangers to the saving knowledge ”°* 
of Christ. But his own words about the Cerinthians and the 
Ebionites, at the commencement of ch. 21% of his third book, 
are most express; “They, again, who say that He is merely 
man begotten of Joseph, continuing in the bondage of their old 
disobedience, are dead, not being yet united with the Word 
of God the Father, nor receiving freedom through the Son, 
as He says Himself, ‘If the Son shall make you free, ye shall 
be free indeed.’ But being ignorant of Him, who is [born] of 

s Rursus autem qui nude tantum per Filium percipientes libertatem, 
hominem eum dicunt ex Joseph gene- quemadmodum ipse ait, “Si Filius 
ratum, perseverantes in servitute pris- vos manumiserit, vere liberi eritis.” 


tinee inobedientize moriuntur, nondum Ignorantes autem eum, qui ex Virgine 
commixti Verbo Dei Patris, neque est Emmanuel, privantur munere ejus, 
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4 unitio- 
nem. 


% plasma- 
tionis. 
§ plasmati. 


nothing more. 


8 St, Ireneus ; on those who believed not in Christ 


the Virgin, God with us’, they are deprived of His gift, which 
is eternal life: and since they do not receive the Word of in- 
corruption, they continue in mortal flesh, and are debtors of 
death?, because they accept not the antidote of life.” Here 
he attributes two errors to those heretics; viz. that they 
taught that Christ was [1.] a man born of human parents*, 
not of a pure virgin, and [2.] that He was a mere man, and 
For either doctrine he excludes them from 
salvation ; affirming that they, continuing in the bondage 
of their old disobedience, are dead; that they receive not 
freedom through the Son ; that they are deprived of the gift of 
Christ, which is eternal life; that they are, in short, debtors 
of death. But the especial reason why he passes this tre- 
mendous sentence upon them is, that they were ignorant 
of Emmanuel, i.e. “ God with us,” and received not the Word 
of incorruption, or the incorruptible [Word], but continued 
in mortal flesh ; in other words, they acknowledged not the 
divine, incorruptible, and immortal nature of Christ. 

Parallel to this is the following passage, in which he writes 
against the Ebionites by name, v. 1"; “The Ebionites, — 
however, are also mistaken, because they receive not into 
their soul by faith the union* of God and man.” Again, a 
little after [he says] ; ‘They therefore reject the mingling of 
the heavenly wine, and will have it that there is the water of 
this world only, not receiving God unto their mingling’, but 
continue in that Adam who was vanquished and cast out of 
Paradise ; not considering, that as from the beginning of our 
creation * in Adam, that breath of life, which was from God, 
being united to created ° matter, animated man, and exhibited 
a rational animal; so in the end, THE WorD OF THE FATHER 


quod est vita eterna; non recipientes 
autem Verbum incorruptionis perse- 
verant in carne mortali, et sunt debi- 
tores mortis, antidotum vite: non ac- 
cipientes.—[ Chap. 19. p. 212.] 

h Vani autem et Ebionei, unitio- 
nem Dei et hominis per fidem non 
recipientes in suam animam.... Re- 
probant itaque hi commixtionem vini 
ceelestis, et solam aquam szecularem 
volunt esse, non recipientes Deum ad 
commixtionem suam, perseverantes 
autem in eo qui victus est Adam et 
projectus est de Paradiso; non con- 


templantes, quoniam quemadmodum 
ab initio plasmationis nostree in Adam 
ea quee fuit a Deo inspiratio [adspi- 
ratio, ed. Ben.] vitae, unita plasmati, 
animavit hominem, et animal rationale 
ostendit, sic in fine Verpum Parris pt 
Spraitus Dri, ADUNITUS ANTIQUE SUB- 
STANTI® PLASMATIONIS AD, viyentem 
et perfectum effecit hominem [capi- 
entem perfectum Patrem].—[§ 3. p. 
293.] 

i (The Ebionites, as 8. Epiphanius 
(Heer. xxx. §16) states, used water only 
in the celebration of the Eucharist.] 


as ‘God with us” Tertullian and Novatian. 9 


“AND THE SPIRIT OF GOD, BEING UNITED TO THE ANCIENT omar. 1. 
SUBSTANCE OF ADAM’S CREATION, made a living and perfect _S?—* 
Man.” To this may be added a passage of Irenzus, which Irexavs. 
Theodoret has quoted from. book iv. 59*; “And he (the 
spiritual man) will judge the Ebionites also. How can they 
be saved, unless it be God who hath wrought out their salva- [20] 
tion on the earth ? or how shall man pass into! God, unless ' Pa 
-God hath come into”? man ?” 2 ahes 

4, Tertullian! (in his Prescription against Heresies, ch. iv.) © 
affirms, that the article on the generation of the Son of God woe 
from* God the Father Himself, before the worlds‘, undoubtedly * ex. 
belongs to that rule of faith, “ which admits no questionings * te 
amongst Christians, except those which heresies introduce, ae 
and which make heretics.’ This passage I shall cite at length 
hereafter, when I come to treat of the Creeds™. Besides, you 
will presently find in- this chapter a remarkable testimony 
from Tertullian in support of the necessity of this article. 

5. After Tertullian must be placed Novatian, or the author Novarray. 
of the treatise on the Trinity, among the works of Tertullian. 
For in the eleventh chapter" of that treatise, [the author] 
condemns the doctrine of those that deny the divinity of 
Christ, and affirm Him to be a mere man or a created being, 
_as a most dangerous heresy, and insulting to God the Father 
Himself. For instance, in that chapter he writes thus; “ For | 
it is a very perilous thing, to say that the Saviour of the 
human race,—the Lord and Ruler of the whole universe, to 
whom all things have been delivered, and the whole have 
been given up by His Father, through whom the universe was 
established, all things created, and the whole set in order, 
the King of all dispensations* and times, the Prince of all 
angels, before whom [was] nothing except the Father,—is 


> eevorum, 


- dvaxpwet 5& kal tos ’HB:dvovs. 
mas SbivayTaL owb hive, ei wh 6 Ocds Hy, 
é Thy owrnpiay avtay em yis epya- 
Tdpev0s 5 , mas &yOpwros Xephoer eis 
oe él jp 6 @eds exwpHOn eis &vOpwroy ; 
[28 4. p. 271.] 

[P. 207.) 

m See below, chap. iv. § 9. 

n Est enim periculum grande, Sal- 
vatorem generis humani, totius Domi- 
num et Principem mundi, cui a suo 
Patre omnia tradita sunt et cuncta 
concessa, per quem instituta sunt uni- 


versa, creata sunt tota, digesta sunt 
cuncta, evorum omnium et temporum 
Regem, angelorum omnium Princi- 
pem, ante quem nihil preeter Patrem, 
hominem tantummodo dicere, et auc- 
toritatem illi divinam in his abnegare. 
Hee enim contumelia hereticorum 
ad ipsum quoque Deum Patrem re- 
dundabit, si Deus Pater Filium Deum 
generare non potuit. Sed enim veri- 
tati ceecitas hereticorum nulla pre- 
scribet.—[P. 713.] Ante quem nihil 
preter Patrem. ‘he sense in which 
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10 Novatian; on the necessity of believing in Christ as God. — 


merely a man, and to deny to Him divine authority in these 
respects. For this insulting’ opinion of the heretics will 
reflect on God the Father Himself also, if the Father, [being] 
God, could not beget the Son, God. However, no blind- 
ness of the heretics will prescribe [limits so as to exclude] 
the truth.” Again, at the very beginning of the twelfth 
chapter of the same book, he expressly declares that he who 
does not acknowledge Christ to be God, cannot be saved. 
These are his own very words®; “ Why then should we hesi- 
tate to say, what Scripture does not hesitate to express? 
Why should the truth of the faith’ falter, where the autho- 
rity of Scripture never faltered? For, behold, the prophet 
Hosea says, in the person of the Father ; ‘I will not save them 
by bow, nor by horses, nor by horsemen; but I will save 
them by the Lord” their God.’ If God says that He saves 
[them] by God, and yet God saves not except by Christ, 
why then should man hesitate to call Christ God, when he 
perceives that He is in the Scriptures stated *® to be God by 
the Father? Nay more, if God the Father saves not except 
by God, it will not be possible for any one to be saved by God 
the Father, without confessing that Christ is God, in whom 
and through whom the Father promises to give salvation: so 
that, as is fitting*, every one who acknowledges that He is God, 
finds salvation in Christ [bemg] God; whereas he who denies 
that He is God, will lose the salvation, which he will not be | 
able to find anywhere except in Christ [being] God.” Lastly, 
in chapter 30, after speaking of both classes of heretics,—as 
well those who say that the Son is the Father, as those who 


Novatian meant this, the reader will 


find explained in the Defence of the 
Nicene Creed, iii. 8. 7. [p. 480.] 

° Cur ergo dubitemus dicere, quod 
Seriptura non dubitat exprimere? cur 
haesitabit fidei veritas, in quo Scrip- 
ture nunquam heesitavit auctoritas? 
ecce enim Osee prophetes ait ex per- 
sona Patris, “Jam non salvabo eos in 
arcu, heque in equis, neque in equi- 
tibus, sed salvabo eos in Domino Deo 
ipsorum.” i Deus salvare se dicit in 
Deo, non autem salvat nisi in Christo 
Deus, cur ergo homo dubitet Christum 
Deum dicere, quem Deum a Patre 
animadvertit positum per Scripturas 
esse? Imo si non salvat nisi in Deo 


Pater Deus, salvari non potuerit a 
Deo Patre quisquam, nisi confessus 
fuerit Christum Deum, in quo se et — 
per quem se repromittit Pater salutem 
daturum ; ut merito quisquis illum 
agnoscit esse Deum, salutem inveniat 
in Deo Christo ; quisquis non recog 
noscit esse Deum, salutem perdiderit, 
quam alibi nisi in Christo Deo inve- 
nire non poterit.—[P. 713.] 

P The Targum of Jonathan has, “by 
the Word of the Lord their God.” 
Hence also ancient Christian writers 
agree in explaining this passage of 
Christ, the Word and Son of God. See 
Defence of the Nicene Creed, i. 1. 19. 
[p. 84.] 


Origen; on the rule of faith as received from the Apostles, 11 


say that He is not God,—he adds, with no less of truth than cmap. 1. 
of skill? and beauty‘; “In very deed our Lord is crucified, 9° ®_ 
as it were, between two thieves, as He was aforetime: and Novamay. 
thus on both sides do the impious reproaches of these heretics | °“' 
assail Him.” 

6. I come now to Origen, who, if any of the ancients Onrczy. 
[did], adopted a liberal theology; so that one might fairly 
call him (to use an epithet well known amongst ourselves) 
“the latitudinarian father.” Notwithstanding, even Origen, 
whilst professedly treating of the necessary articles of the [22] 
Christian faith, in the first book of his work Ilept dpydv, 9 
(On First Principles,) in express terms enumerates among 
them this of the divinity of Christ, and that as one of 
the most important. The passage is a remarkable one, and 
therefore, notwithstanding its length, I shall not hesitate 
to transcribe it from the Apology of the martyr Pamphilus'; 
“Whereas there are many who suppose that they have the 
mind®* of Christ, and [yet] some of them think differently ? sentire 
from those who have gone before us, whilst nevertheless J) \.,; 
the teaching* of the Church is preserved, handed down sunt. 
in the order of succession from the Apostles,-and continu- Pe 
ing in the Churches even to the present time, that alone dicatio. 
must be believed to be the truth which in no respect 
differs from the tradition of the Church. We ought not, 
however, to be ignorant of this, that the holy Apostles, 
when they preached the faith of Christ, were most clear in 
' their statement of certain points, such as they believed to be 
- necessary for all believers, even those who seemed to be 
slower in the search into divine knowledge; leaving, as it 
appears, the reasons of their statement to be inquired into 
_by those who should be worthy to receive the eminent gifts 


‘4 Revera quasi inter duos latrones 
crucifigitur Dominus, quomodo fixus 
aliquando est; et ita excipiunt hereti- 
corum istorum ex utroque latere sacri- 
lega convitia.—[P. 728. ] 

_ Ft Cum multi sint, qui se putant 
sentire que Christi sunt, et nonnulli 
eorum diversa a prioribus sentiant, 
servetur vero ecclesiastica praedicatio 
per successionis ordinem ab apostolis 


tradita, et usque ad preesens in eccle-' 


siis permanens, illa sola credenda est 


veritas, quee in nullo ab ecclesiastica 
traditione discordat. Illud autem 
scire oportet, quoniam S&S, apostoli, 
fidem Christi preedicantes, de quibus- 
dam quidem, queecunque necessaria 
crediderunt omnibus credentibus, 
etiam his qui pigriores erga inquisi- 
tionem divinee scientiz videbantur, 
manifestissime tradiderunt ; rationem 
scilicct assertionis eorum relinquentes 
ab his inquirendam, qui Spiritus dona 
excellentia et preecipue sermonis sa- 
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12 Origen; on the articles necessary to be believed by all; 


of the Spirit, especially those of ‘the word of wisdom and 

knowledge,’ through the Holy Spirit itself. On certain other 

points, however, they simply declared [the fact] that they 

are; but how they are, and whence they are, they said not; 

in order, no doubt, that such among those who came after 

them as should be more earnest in inquiry’ than others, 

lovers of wisdom and knowledge, might have exercise, wherein 

to shew some fruit from their abilities; such, I mean, as 

should prepare themselvés to be worthy and capable of wisdom. 

Now, instances” of those points which [as I have said] are 

plainly taught by the preaching of the Apostles, are as” 
follows: First, that there is one God, who created and 

ordered? all things, and made the universe out of nothing, 

&c. And, that this God, as He had promised before by His 

prophets, in the last days sent our Lord Jesus Christ, &c. 

Then next, that the very Jesus Christ who came was begotten * 

of the Father before every creature. That, after He had 

ministered to the Father in the creation’ of all things, (for 

‘by Him were all things made,’) in the last times He emptied 

Himself, and was made man; He was made flesh, although 

He was God ;.and when He had become man, He remained, 

what He was, God.” In these words, Origen says that the 

doctrine of the divinity of the Son is a part of that teaching of 
the Church ® which had been handed down from the Apostles 

themselves, and was always up to his time preserved in 

the Churches; and whereas [the truths] which the Apostles 

taught were of different kinds, he places this article amongst — 
those points which they taught most clearly as being neces- 
sary for all believers, even the more ignorant, 

pientie et scientiee per ipsum Spiri- 
tum §. perecipere merebantur. De 


aliis vero dixerunt quidem quia sint; 
quomodo autem, aut unde sint, silue- 


novissimis diebus, sicut per prophetas 
suos ante promiserat, misit Dominum 
Jesum Christum, &. Tum deinde, 
quia Christus Jesus, ipse qui venit, 


runt; profecto ut studiosiores quique 
ex posteris suis, amatores sapientiz et 
scientiae, exercitium habere possent in 
quo ingenii sui fructum ostendere 
valerent ; hi videlicet, qui dignos se 
et capaces sapientise preepararent. 
Species vero corum que per pradica- 
tionem apostolicam manifeste tradun- 
tur, iste sunt, Primo quod unus est 
Deus, qui omnia creayit atque compo- 
suit, quique ex nullis esse fecit uni- 
versa, &c. Ht quod hie Deus in 


ante omnem creaturam natus ex Patre 
est. Qui cum in omnium conditione 
Patri ministrasset, (per ipsum namque 
omnia facta sunt,) novissimis tempo- 
ribus seipsum exinaniens, homo factus 
est; incarnatus est, cum Deus esset; 
et homo factus mansit quod erat Deus. 
—(Pref. 2. Origen, Works, vol. i. p. 
47.) Also in Pamphilus’s Apology, 
among the works of Jerome, tom. ix. 
pp. 115, 116, ed. Victor. [vol. iv. Ori- 
gen. Append. p. 20.] 


on heretics ; their sin and danger ; who are heretics, 13 


In the same Apology® there is a quotation from Origen’s iar. r. 
work on the Epistle to Titus; in which he thus annotates 5° _ 
on that passage of the Apostle in chap. iii. verse 10,—* A Ontenn, 
man that is an heretic, after the first [and second] admo- ~ 
nition, reject ;”—“ The name heresy, so far as I have been 
able to discover, occurs also in the Epistle to the Corinth- 
ians' on this wise: ‘For there must be [also ] heresies 
[among you], that they which are approved may be made 
manifest among you.’ And again, [in the Epistle] to the 
Galatians, the name of ‘heresy’ is enumerated among the 
works of the flesh, as he says; ‘ Now the works of the flesh 
are manifest, which are these ; [adultery,] fornication, un- 
cleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, va- 
riance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, &c., of 
the which I also tell you. before, that they which do such 
things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.’ From this we 
learn that, as those who are defiled with fornication, or 
uncleanness, and lasciviousness, and idolafry, shall not inherit 
the kingdom of God, so neither shall they who fall away 
into heresy. Therefore, on the authority of the statement of 
the Apostle himself, we ought to avoid the name of heresy as 
well as the other evils which are enumerated; and not be 
joined with such in the communion of prayer.” Shortly 
afterwards, Origen shews who are to be regarded as heretics, 
in these words; “But let us, to the best of our power, 
according as we are able to understand, describe what a 
heretic is: every one who professes to believe in Christ, and 
yet says that the God of the law and the prophets is one, the 
God of the gospels another, &c. We must hold the very 


ditiis atque impudicitiis et idolorum 


i (it Cor 
xi. 19.) 


[24] 


8 Nomen heresis, quantum ego de- 
prehendere potui, etiam in Epistola 
‘ad Corinthios designatur hoe modo, 
Oportet enim heereses esse, ut probati 
manifesti fiant inter vos. Et iterum 
ad Galatas, inter opera carnis heresis 
quoque nomen adscribitur, sicut ait, 
Manifesta autem sunt opera carnis, 
que sunt fornicatio, immunditia, im- 
pudicitia, idololatria, veneficia, int- 
micitie, contentiones, cemulationes, 
ire, rie, discordie, hereses, &e. que 
et predico vobis, quoniam qui talia 
agunt regnum Det non possidebunt. 
Per que cognoscimus, quoniam sicut 
hi qui fornicationibus vel immun- 


o 


cultibus maculati sunt, regnum Dei 
non possidebunt; ita et hi qui in 
heresin declinaverint. : Gate 
Propterea ergo, secundum auctorita- 
tem sententize ipsius (apostoli) oportet 
nos, sicut réeliqua mala que numera- 
vit, ita etiam nomen heeresis devitare, 
neque cum talibus orationis societate 
misceri. . . . Quid vero sit hereticus 
homo, pro viribus nostris, secundum 
quod gsentire possumus, describamus : 
Omnis qui Christo se credere confite- 
tur, et tamen alium Deum legis et 
prophetarum, alium e¥angeliorum 
Deum dicit, &. .... Unum atque 


14 Dionysius R.; necessity of believing the Divinity of Christ. 
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same of him also, who shall hold anything false respecting our 
Lord Jesus Christ, whether following those who allege that 
He was born of Joseph and Mary, as do the Ebionites and 
the Valentinians‘, or those who deny that He was the First- 
begotten, and the God of the whole creation, and the Word, 
and that Wisdom, which is the beginning of the ways of God, 
before anything was made; which was set up before the 
worlds, and brought forth before all the hills; and who say 
that He is only man.” Surely, nothing can be plainer than 
this. 

7. Dionysius, a very celebrated bishop of the Church of 
Rome, who flourished not long after Origen, in an Epistle 
- against the Sabellians, quoted by Athanasius", calls the 

doctrine of the Holy Trinity, té ceyvotatoy kypuvypa Tijs 

éxkAnolas tod @cod,—“the most sacred doctrine of the 

Church of God,’—such, that is, as it is a hemous sin in the 

least degree to violate; whilst those who dare to affirm that 

the Son of God is a created being and made, he charges not 
only with heresy simply, but with the greatest blasphemy. 

“Tt is*,” says he, “no ordinary blasphemy, but rather the 

greatest, to say that the Lord is in any way a handy-work ; 

for if He were made a Son, there was a time when He was 

not: but He always was in existence.” It is. therefore 

certain, that in the age of Dionysius, the Church of Rome, 
. deservedly the most honoured of all Churches of that period, 
judged that the article respecting the eternal Godhead of the 
Son was. absolutely necessary to be believed, and had no 
communion with such as did not acknowledge Christ to be 
God, but said that He was a creature. 

8. It would be endless, were I to adduce all the statements 
of all the primitive fathers which bear on this point; there- 
fore, to the testimonies which have been already advanced 





Dronystus 
R. 


idem credendum est etiam de eo, qui 
de Domino nostro Jesu Christo falsi 
aliquid senserit, sive secundum eos, 
qui dicunt eum ex Joseph et Maria 
natum, sicut sunt Ebionite et Valen- 
tiniani; sive secundum eos, qui Pri- 
mogenitum eum negant et totius 
creaturae Deum, et Verbum, et Sapien- 
tiam, que .est initium viarum Dei, 
antequam aliquid fieret, ante seecula 
fundatam, atque ante omnes colles 


generatam, sed hominem solum eum 
dicentes.—Ib. p.117. [p. 22.] 

' See the notes of Huet. on Orig. 
Comment. p. 120. 

" De Decret, Synod. Nie. tom. i. 
pp. 275, 276. [§ 26. vol. i. p. 231. See 
the Def. F. N. vol. i. p. 303.] 

X BrAdopnuoy ody, od Td TUXOY, Mé- 
yioTov wey . ovv, Xelpomolnrov tpdmov 
Twa Aye Tov Kupioy. ei yup yeyovey 


vids, jv Ore ove Hv" ded 3¢ Fv.—Ibid.] 


The Divinity of the Messiah denied by the Jews. 15 


I will merely add this general observation, that in the earliest 
ages there was a controversy violently agitated between Jews 
and Christians respecting the person of the Messiah, or the 
Christ, whether, according to the predictions of the prophets, 
He were to be God and man, or mere man (hires dvOparros). 
The latter view was affirmed by the Jews and some J udaizing 
Christians ; (who charged those who held the divinity of 
Christ with the polytheism of the heathen 3) and the former 
was strenuously maintained, as the chief article’ of their 
faith and salvation, by all Catholic Christians, so that they 
even regarded as aliens from the Christian Church, and 
deserters to the synagogue, those who denied this doctrine, 
although they professed the faith of Jesus Christ in all other 
respects. The fact is, it appeared to them to be nearly the 
same thing, not to acknowledge Jesus as the Christ, and to 
deny Him to be God. 

9. Justin Martyr, in his Dialogue with Trypho, when en- 
deavouring to shew that it was predicted by the holy prophets 
that the Messiah or Christ was both to be God and to be 
born as man of a virgin, is thus met. by Trypho’; “ As for 
your saying that this Christ pre-existed as God in being 
before the worlds, [and] then endured? even to become man, 
and to be born, and that He was not man of man; it seems 
to me to be not merely paradoxical, but even absurd.” Justin, 
in reply, says to him; “J am aware that what I say does 
appear paradoxical, and especially to those of your nation 
who have never been willing either to understand or to do 
the things which are of God, but those [only] which your 
instructors teach you, as God Himself loudly complains’.”’ 
In his first book against Celsus, Origen finds fault with that 

Epicurean, because, in the prosopopeeia, where he introduces 
a Jew as a speaker, he had not preserved consistency‘, 


having put into the mouth of his Jew words which were by no: 


means suited to his character; for instance, the following ; 
«But my prophet formerly declared at Jerusalem, that the 


Y 1d yap Ayew oe, mpodmdpxew Ocdy ta Epnv'] OIF Ort mapddokos 6 Adyos 
byra mpd aidvwy totTov Tov Xpiordv, Sone? elvat, nab pddiora Tois amd Tod 
elra kad yerynOjvat avOpwmov yevduevov yévous budy, olrwes Ta, Tod Ocod otire 
Uroueivat, cad Bre ov dyvOpwwos ef dy- vorja at, obre Tooat wore BeBovanose, 
Opdmov, ov pdvov mwapddokov Soret pot GAAA Ta TaV SidacKkarwy Kuav, os avTos 
elvat, @AAG Kot uwpdv. [Kd-yo mpds Tad- 6 cds Bod.—[§ 48. pp. 1438, 144. ] 


CHAP. T. 
§ 8) 9 


' caput. 


[26] 


2 vrometvar. 


3 Bod. 


4 decorum, 


JUDGMENT 
or THE 
CATHOLIC 
CHURCH. 


1 annume- 
rare ci. 


2 sacra- 
mentum, 


? coram. 


16 Tertullian on this, as distinguishing Christians from Jews. 


Son of God would come, a Judge of the righteous, an 
Avenger of the wicked.” He immediately assigns this as a 
reason for his censure’; “A Jew would not acknowledge that 
a prophet said, that the Son of God would come; for what. 
they say is, that the Christ of God will come. Indeed, often- 
times, they raise a direct question with us, concerning the 
Son of God, as if no such either existed or had been pro- 
phesied of.” The same reproach he again fixes on Celsus in 
book iv.*, saying; “He is, I am quite sure, ignorant that 
the Jews never say at all that the Christ will come down, 
being God, or the Son of God.” 

10. Tertullian, however, writes what is more to the point 
of our observations in his work against. Praxeas, near the 
end’; “ But of the Jewish faith this is the substance, so to 
believe in one God as to refuse to reckon the Son besides’, 
and after the Son the Spirit. For what difference would 
there be between us and them, if there were not this dis- 
tinction? What need would there be of the Gospel, which 
is the substance of the new covenant, and lays down that the 
law and the prophets were until John, if thenceforward the 
Father, the Son, and the Spirit, being believed im as Three, 
do not make one God? God was pleased to renew His cove- 
nant? with man in such a way as that His unity might be 
believed on after a new manner through the Son and the 
Spirit, that God might now be known openly* im His proper 
Names and Persons, who aforetime also, being declared 
through the Son and the Spirit, was not understood. Let the 
antichrists, therefore, take heed, who deny the Father and the 
Son,” &c. But what Novatian remarks in his treatise on the 
Trinity, chap. xxiil., is most apposite, where, on these words of 


2 *Iovdatos St ove av Guodoynoa, ort Spiritum. Quid enim erit inter nos 


mpopirns Tis elmev, Hketv Oeod vidv' b 
yap Aéyovow, éorly, bt. Hier 6 Xpiotds 
Tov Ocod. Kal moarAduis ye fnrovor 
mpos Huds evOews mep) viod @cod, ws od- 
devos dvtTos ToLwdToVv, ovde mpopynTevdey- 
tos.—P. 38, Cambridge edition. [i. 
49. p. 366.] 

® Ob« olde pwévrovye, Ott od Tdvu TL 
*Iovdator A€yovsr Ocdy Byta Xpiordv 
KkataBhoecbat, 7) @cod vidv. — P. 162. 
[§ 2. p. 503.] 

> Ceeterum Judaice fidei ista res, 
sic unum Deum credere, ut Filium 
annumerare ei nolis, et post Filium, 


et illos, nisi differentia ista? quid 
opus evangelii, que est substantia 
Novi Test. statuens lerem et prophe- 
tas usque ad Johannem, si non exinde 
Pater et Filius et Spiritus, tres cre- 
diti, unum Deum sistunt? Sie Deus 
voluit novare sacramentum, ut nove 
unus crederetur per Filium et Spiri- 
tum, ut coram jam Deus in suis pro- 
priis nominibus et personis cognosce- 
retur, qui et retro per Filium et Spiri- 
tum predicatus non intelligebatur. 
Viderint igitur antichristi, qui negant 
Patrem et Filium, &¢.”—[P, 518.] 


The denial of our Lord’s Divinity, a Jewish heresy. 17 


John viii. 14, 15°; “Though I bear record of myself, yet My omar. 1. 
record is true: for I know whence I came, and whither I go; ia 
but ye cannot tell whence I come, and whither I go. Ye judge 
after the flesh,” he has these truly excellent observations ; 
“See, here also He says that He will return thither, from 
whence He testifies that He had previously come; having 
been sent, that is, from heaven. He descends, therefore, 
from the place whence He came, just as he goes thither from 
whence He descended. It follows from this, that, if Christ had 
been merely man, He would not have come from thence; 
by coming, however, thence whence man could not come, 
He shews that He came [being] God. The Jews, however, 
being ignorant of this His descent, and without understand- 
ing, have made these heretics their heirs, to whom it is said, 
‘Ye cannot tell whence I come, and whither I go; ye judge 
after the flesh.’ These, as well as the Jews, holding that the 
nativity of Christ was only after the flesh, believed that 
Christ. was nothing else than man; not considering this, 
that, inasmuch as a man could not have come down from 
heaven so as to be able of right* to return thither, He who ? ut merito 
came down from that place, whence man could not have poe 
come, is God.” 

11. Accordingly the author (whoever that was) of the 
Epistle to Hero the deacon, ascribed to Ignatius, deserves 
attention on this point at least, that he condemns the heresy 
of those who deny the Divinity of Christ, as a Jewish impiety 
and blasphemy, in the following words‘; “If any one says 
that the Lord is a mere man, he is a Jewish murderer of 
Christ.” Very similar language is used by, apparently, the 
same author in his Epistle to the Church of Antioch, wherein 
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© Hist ego de me testificor, verum 
est testimonium meu; quia scio 
unde venerim, et quoeam. Vosigno- 
ratis unde venerim, aut quo eam ; vos 
secundun carnem judicatis ; Ecce et 
hic illue se dicit rediturum, unde se 
testificatur ante venisse; missum scil. 
de coelo. Descendit ergo unde venit, 
* -quomodo illue vadit unde descendit. 
_ Ex quo, si homo tantummodo Christus 
_-esset, non inde venisset; .. .. veni- 
endo autem inde unde homo venire 
non potest, Deus se ostendit venisse. 
Sed enim hujus ipsius descensionis 
ignari et imperiti Judai heredes sibi 


BULL.—J. C. C. 


hereticos istos reddiderunt, quibus 
dicitur, Vos ignoratis unde veniam, 
et quo eam; vos secundum carnem 
judicatis. Tam isti, quam Judeei, car- 
nalem solam esse Christi nativitatem 
tenentes, nihil aliud Christum esse 
quam hominem crediderunt; non 
considerantes illud, quoniam cum de 
ccoelo homo non potuerit venire, ut 
merito illuc possit redire, Deum esse 
qui inde descenderit, unde homo yve- 
nire non potuerit.—[p. 721.] 

4 Eiris %yOpwroy Wirbdy Aéyy Tov Ku- 
piov, “lovdaids eats Xpiorontdvos. — 
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he bids them® “to throw off all Jewish and Gentile error» 
and neither introduce a multitude of Gods besides [the true], 
nor deny Christ under a pie of the unity of God.” And, 
after a short interval, he adds‘; “Every one, therefore, who 
preaches One Only God, so as +6 overthrow the Divas - 
Christ, is a devil, and an enemy of all righteousness.” 

12. Lastly, the sense of the primitive Catholic Church on 
this subject is, as usual, admirably expressed by the great 
Athanasius, not far from the commencement of his Oration® 
against the Sabellians'; “ Many and weighty,” he says, “ 
the objections which the Jews have to urge against idolaters ; 
and what they say is just, when they accuse them of wor- 
shipping the creature rather than the Creator. However, 
they must not, because they refute an impiety, be for that 
reason accounted pious, whilst they deny the Son of God, 
through whom all things were made, and charge with poly- 
theism those who worship the Father through Him. Where- 
fore we have come out from the Gentiles, and are separate, 
in order not to be mixed up with their impure idolatries ; 
and we have also come out from the blasphemy of the Jews, 
by having confessed the Son of God.” And, after a short 
interval, he adds®; “We separate ourselves likewise from 
such as Judaize, and corrupt Christianity with Judaism, who 
denying Him that is of God to be God, speak of God as 
one in some such way as the Jews do; not saying that 
He is the only God, because He alone is unbegotten and 
alone the fountain of Deity ; but as being without? a Son, 
and without the fruit of a livmg Word and true wisdom.” 


© Tldcav “lovdaikyy nal ‘EAAnviKhy 
amopphbar mAdynv? Kal whre .7A70os 
OcGy emerodyew, phte Tov Xpioroy ap- 
vetodat mpopdcer Tod Evds Ocod.—[Ibid. 
p. 104.] 

£ Tlds obv doris eva. seat pdvoy katary~ 
yedrer @cbp er diy oupEcret Tis TOU Xpio- 
Tod Gedrntos, earl dicBoros Kad éxOpds 
maons Bikauootvns. —[Ibid. § 5, P. 105.} 
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oo Te TavTa _veyover, apvovjevor, kad 
tois BC avrod Toy Tlatépa oeBomévors 


eyKadobyres morvdedr Ta. did rep efeAn- 
AVOapev ef ‘EAA hve Kal dpwpliopeta, 
Tpds TO Uy Tals akalapT as eldwrorarrpt- 
ais dvoplyvecbar. eeAnAvVOapey Se Kad 
ek THs TeV "lovdatey Bracopnutas, TOV 
vidy éuoroyicavtes Tod @eod.—( Vol. 
ii. p. 37. The Benedictine editor, 
however, denies that this Oration is 
the work of Athanasius. —B.] 
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Of the Jewish opinions respecting the Messiah. 19 


What follows in Athanasius is, indeed, most worthy of being 
read; for in it that almost divine man admirably proves, 
both from the first verse of the first chapter of the evangelist 
John, and from reason itself, that it is impossible to have 
a right conception of God as one, in the sense of the Jews 
and Judaizing heretics; that is, in such sense one, as to 
be unipersonal (~ovorpécwrros) ; since it is necessary that 


God, who is eternal mind, should have in Himself and with: 


Himself His Word (déyos), and that not such as is the 
human word, but living and subsisting; such as to be, 
because a living and subsisting Word, a Person; and, be- 
cause the Word is from God the Father, a divine Person, 
distinct from the Father; and yet, inasmuch as the Word is 
in the Father, and is the Word of the Father, one God with 
the Father. This, however, is not the place for pursuing 
that subject. ' 

13. But, as regards the opinion of the Jews respecting the 
Messiah, it will not perhaps be out of place,-before I finish 
this chapter, to remark in passing’, that their own prophets 
do throughout their writings intimate, and that not ob- 
scurely, that the Messiah or Christ would be both God and 
man, as, among the ancients, Justin Martyr has shewn at 
length in his Dialogue with Trypho the Jew; whilst the 
most noble and learned Du Plessis has produced abundant 
proof, that the same doctrine was not entirely unknown to 
the more intelligent of the Hebrew doctors. See his treatise 
on the Truth of the Christian Religion, chapter 28. But, 
“notwithstanding, it is clear that the Jews, even in the 
time of Christ, did for the most part entertain very poor 
and low views? about their Messiah, supposing that He 
would be nothing else than man. Accordingly, in Matthew 
xxii. 42, we read that our most Holy Saviour, wishing to 
catch the captious Pharisees, thus questioned them ; ‘‘ What 
think ye of Christ? Whose Son is He?” And that the 
Pharisees answered, “The Son of David;” (that is, they 
-expected a Messiah, who should be merely and simply the 

son of David,—never even dreaming of the Son of God :) 
- that then ‘our Lord pressed them with this difficult question’, 
see verses 43, 44, 45, “ How then doth David in Spirit call 
Him Lord, saying, The Lord said unto my Lord, &c, If 
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David, then, call Him Lord, how is He his Son?” Now to 
this question no one of the Pharisees was able to return 
an answer, verse 46, But surely, if the Pharisees had had 
any thought of the Divinity of the Messiah, they could. 
easily have found a solution for this enigma; for they could 
have said, that Christ would indeed be David’s Son, as 
regards the flesh; but his Lord, with respect to His divine 
nature. 

Now this opinion of the Jews unquestionably originated 
in that gross and carnal conception of the Messiah, which a 
nation, tied down to the flesh and the earth, had formed to 
themselves. For in their Messiah they expected to see a 
glorious king, preeminent in power and wealth and arms, 
who should exalt his sceptre, and with it’ the Jewish nation, 
over all the empires of the earth; who should vanquish all 
the enemies of his people, and should especially throw down 
imperial? Rome from her lofty seat, and in her place set 
up Jerusalem, to be the metropolis of all the world. For a 
Messiah, then, such as this, what need was there of God- 
head? Such achievements as these could surely all be 
wrought, with God’s assisting providence, by a Cyrus, an 
Alexander, or a Cesar. What is to be said of this that 
such an earthly empire was utterly unworthy of God? No 
wonder, therefore, that the Jews, entertaining such notions 
as these about the Messiah, did not recognise in Him any 
divine nature. 

14, Nevertheless, it absolutely surpasses all belief, that 
among Christians,—taught, as they are most clearly, in the 
Gospel, truths far more holy and sublime respecting their 
Christ, — any should now be found, or ever should have 
been found, who could imagine that He is a bare man or a 
mere creature. Not to mention those passages in the New 
Testament, which immediately respect the doctrine of Hig 
divine nature *, in which, that is, He is declared to be “the 
Son of God,” and “God before all worlds, by whom all 
things were made,” (which passages are indeed so numerous 
and so express, that the man must needs be wilfully blind, 
who does not see their light ;) even those things*which are 
said of His economy, and relate to His office or prerogative * 
as the Messiah, or Christ, and our Mediator, do certainly 


of the Messiah and His offices, implies His Divine Nature. 21 


imply* that He is more than man or a creature. The economy 
which is assigned to Him, necessarily (as they say) presup- 
poses His divine nature’; and absolutely establishes it. How 
could it be otherwise? Our sacred writings set forth, and 
we all profess to believe in a Messiah or Christ, who is the 
Saviour of souls; who is unto us “wisdom, righteousness, 
sanctification, and redemption;” 7 e. who makes us wise, 
just, holy, and at last perfectly happy; who at once hears 
the prayers of His peoplef wheresoever they call upon His 
holy name, and who must therefore be omnipresent, omni- 
scient, and knowing the hearts*; who is always ready at 
hand to His Church, disseminated through the whole world; 
and who, by His almighty power, so defends and protects 
her, that neither the powers of earth nor the gates of hell 
can prevail at all against her; who is enthroned * with God 
the Father, and placed on the same seat, —to be adored 
with divine worship, not only by us men who grovel upon 
earth, but by the very angels and archangels and all the 
host of heaven above; who, finally, at the end of the world, 
shall come, beaming with immeasurable glory and majesty, 
accompanied by angels as His ministers, to judge the world, 
to bring to light not only all the actions, but also the secrets 
of the hearts of all men who have ever lived, to banish His 
enemies even to hell, but to bestow on such as believe in Him, 
and obey His law, not riches, nor honours, nor earthly plea- 
sures, but heavenly glory and everlasting life itself. Can all 
this belong to a mere man, or any created being? The man 
who shall so think, I confidently say, raves not against faith 
only, but against reason itself. This, however, by the way ; 
I return from this digression to the course of my argument. 

Sufficient‘ testimony of the ancients, as I suppose, has 
been by this time adduced to confute the rash assertion of 
Episcopius; let us now, therefore, proceed to another part 
of the subject. 


i Add to these the remarkable pas- as it has been quoted by me in the 
sage in the martyr St. Cyprian’s Defence of the Nicene Creed, ii. 10, 2. 
Epistle to Jubaianus, which it is [p. 288.]—Gnaze. 
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CHAPTER II. 


OF THOSE WHO, IN THE FIRST CENTURY OF CHRISTIANITY, IMPUGNED THE DOCTRINE 
OF THE GOSPEL, RESPECTING CHRIST AS GOD AND MAN. 


1. Wes come now to the history of the Church; and 
whoever consults it will, I am sure, be surprised at the 
confidence with which Episcopius could affirm, that *, “in 
the primitive Churches, which continued from the very times 
of the Apostles, during at least three entire centuries, the 
belief and profession of this special mode of the Sonship of 
Jesus Christ,” (that, I mean, by which He is laid down to have 
been before all worlds the Son of God and God,) ‘‘ was not 
judged to be necessary to salvation.” For this assertion of 
his is unquestionably opposed to the truth of all ecclesiastical 
history. To make this clear, we must here repeat, what we 
have already observed at the commencement of this treatise, 
—that the primitive Church could not have adopted, a more 
certain mode of declaring her judgment, on the necessity of 
believing any article of our religion, than by entirely reject- 
ing from her communion those who denied it. For an 
anathema of the Church was regarded by Christians, in 
ancient times, as “the highest anticipation! of the future 
judgment,” as Tertullian somewhere says”; and, accordingly, 
such as the Church had altogether cast out of her pale, were, 
until they repented and sought reconciliation’ with the 
Church, regarded as being also out of the state of salvation ; 
according to the common saying, Hatra Ecclesiam nulla 
salus (“ Out of the Church is no salvation’’)._ And, indeed, 
Episcopius himself, when he thus proposes his question, 
“ Whether that fifth mode of the Sonship of Jesus Christ is 
necessary to be known and believed in order to salvation, 
and [whether] those, who deny it, ought to be anathema- 
tized”, thereby not obscurely. allows, that to anathematize 


@ [Page 339. ] » [Summo futuri judicii pragjudicio.] Apol. 39. [p. 31.] 


They who denied His Divinity, excluded from the Church ; 28 


any one for denying a doctrine amounts to the same thing onap. 11. 
as judging and pronouncing the knowledge and belief of that 51: ?:_ 
doctrine to be necessary to salvation. Therefore, if the primi- 

tive Churches anathematized such as denied this fifth mode 

of the Sonship of Jesus Christ, they must certainly’ be consi- ' omnino. 
dered, on the admission of Episcopius himself, to have judged 

that that particular mode [of Sonship] was necessary to be 

known and believed in order to salvation. Itis plainly evident, 
however, from the history of the Church, that no one during 

the first three centuries ever denied that mode of Sonship of 

Jesus Christ, (whereby, I mean, He was before all worlds 
begotten of God the Father Himself, God of God,) without 

being on that.account (unless he in due time recanted and 
himself condemned his own heresy) anathematized by the [85] 
Church, that is to say, without being excluded from all com- 
munion with the Church—as a stranger and an alien from’ 

the body of Christ; the point which we have undertaken to 

prove in this and the following chapter. 

2. Of the impious heresy which denies the Divinity of our 
Saviour, the leaders and first framers were Cerinthus and 
Ebion, who harassed the Church of Christ in the very age of 
the Apostles. The only difference between the opinions of 
Cerinthus and of Ebion concerning the Lord Jesus was this, 
that the former separated Jesus from the Christ, and laid 
down that Jesus was a mere man, the son of Joseph and 
Mary, on whom, after His baptism, the Christ descended 
from above, and when His passion came on, departed from 
Him, and returned to His own pleroma; whereas Ebion 
(for we shall hereafter shew that this was the name of a 
man, who first propagated his heresy in Asia, notwithstand- 
ing that some learned men entertain a different opinion) 
affirmed that Jesus and Christ were the same, and that 
Jesus Christ, the son of Joseph and Mary, was from the 
very beginning to the end of his life, nothing else than 
man. This difference we learn from Ireneus, who, in 
chap. 25 of his first book, thus explains the doctrines of 
Cerinthus°; “ But one Cerinthus in Asia taught that the 
world was not made by the first? God, but by a certain ’ primo. 


¢ Cerinthus autem quidam in Asia dum docuit, sed a virtute quadam 
non a primo Deo factum esse mun- valde separata et distante ab ea princi- 
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power, very widely separate and distant from that chief 
power, which is over the whole universe ’, and ignorant of 
the God who is over all. He supposed, also, that Jesus 
was not born of a virgin, (for that he thought impossi- 
ble,) but was the son of Joseph and Mary, [born] like all 
the rest of mankind, but excelling? all other men ® in justice, 
and prudence, and wisdom; and that after His baptism, 
the Christ, in the form of a dove, descended into Him from 
that chief power which is over all; and that He then de- 
clared the unknown Father, and wrought miracles; that in 
the end, however, the Christ flew back again from Jesus ; 
and Jesus suffered and rose again; but that Christ continued 
impassible, being spiritual.” Afterwards, at the very com- 
mencement of the next chapter, he thus writes of the 
Ebionites®; ‘Those, however, who are called Ebionites, 
agree, indeed, that the world was made by God; but in 
those things which respect the Lord*, they do not hold 
the same opinions‘ as Cerinthus and Carpocrates.” Here, if 
we follow the received reading, Irenzeus manifestly lays down 
a twofold difference between the opinions of Cerinthus and 
the Ebionites: one respecting the creation of. the world, or 
[respecting] God the Creator; the other respecting our Lord 
Jesus. Cerinthus would have it, that the world was made 
not by the first God, but by some power inferior to Him ; 
whilst the Ebionites confessed that all things were created 
by the first God Himself, the supreme principle of all 
things. Again, Cerinthus taught, that a certain Christ® came 
down from that supreme power, which is superior to the 
Creator of the world, upon Jesus, after His baptism, for a 


palitate, que est super universa, et 
ignorante eum, qui est super omnia, 
Deum. Jesum autem subjecit (Jré 
@ero), non ex Virgine natum, (im- 


Christum autem impassibilem perse- 
verasse, existentem spiritalem.—[e. 
26,1. p. 105. See the Greek of this 


possibile enim hoc ei visum est,) fuisse 
autem eum Joseph et Marie filium, 
similiter ut reliqui omnes homines, et 
plus potuisse justitia, et prudentia, 
et sapientia pre omnibus ; et post 
baptismum descendisse in eum, ab ea 
principalitate que: est super omnia, 
Christum figura columbe; et tune 
annuntiasse incognitum Patrem, et 
virtutes perfecisse; in fine autem re- 
volasse iterum Christum de Jesu; et 
Jesum passum esse et resurrexisse, 


passage, Origenis, sive S. Hippolyti, 
Philosophumena, lib.vii. cap. 83. p.256; 
lib. x. cap, 21. p. 327.] ; 

4 Pree omnibus: another reading is 
hominibus. [The Benedictine Edition 
has ab hominibus—B. vmtp mdvras 
tovs Aolrouvs.—Orig. Philos.] 

® Qui autem dicuntur Ebionzi, 
consentiunt quidem mundum a Deo 
factum ; ea autem, quae sunt erga, 
Dominum, non similiter ut Cerin- 
thus et Carpocrates opinantur.—{ Ibid. 


§ 2.] 


the distinctions between them. 25 


season ; whereas the Ebionites did not acknowledge any such omar. 1. 
chief power, nor, consequently, any Christ, as having come = 
upon Jesus from that chief power. If, however, you think the 
text should be altered, and with a very learned writer ‘ read 
consimiliter, stead of non similiter, the meaning of Irenzus, 
in that case also, will be, that the Ebionites thus far indeed 
entertained the like opinions with Cerinthus, in that they [87] 
taught that Jesus was a mere man, born of Joseph and 
Mary, (as indeed Irenzus himself testifies in other passages, 
which we have alleged before,) although they rejected that 
other fiction of Cerinthus respecting our Lord. And, indeed, 
how was it possible, that they should admit that conceit 
about a Christ descending upon Jesus from a chief power 
which is superior to the Creator of the world, when they 
taught that the world was created by the supreme God 
Himself? But that this was the teaching of Ebion, Tertul- 
lian, as well as Irenzus, expressly testifies in his work, De 
Prescript. adv. Hereses, c. 488, in these words ; “This man’s 
[Cerinthus’] successor was Hebion, who did not in every 
point agree with Cerinthus, inasmuch as he asserted that the 
world was made by God, not by angels.” Ireneus and 
Tertullian wrote this of the earliest Ebionites. The next’? posterior. 
age witnessed two classes of Ebionites; one, who denied 
both the Divinity of our Lord, and His birth of the Virgin ; 
the other, who, whilst they denied that Christ was God, yet 
agreed with Catholics in allowing that He was conceived and 
born of the Virgin Mary by the Holy Ghost; of these we 
shall treat hereafter. 

3. With regard, however, to the dogma which Cerinthus 
and Ebion held in common, namely, that our Saviour Jesus 
was a mere man, not the true Son of God, begotten of 
God the Father Himself before all worlds, we have already 


f Pearson, in his Vindicie Igna- reading, duolws, lib. vii. ¢. 34, p, 257. 
tiane, part ii. chap 2, near the end, See also, lib, x. ¢. 22. p. 328.] ; 
This did not occur to me, while I was & Hujus(Cerinthi) successor Hebion 
writing my notes on Jrenzeus, although fuit, Cerintho non in omni parte con- 
I advanced the same conjecture there. sentiens, quod a Deo dicat mundum, 
Graze. [The Benedictine Editor does non ab angelis, factum. —[Page 221. 
not agree with Bull and Grabe—B. But the last eight chapters of this 
The Greek of the passage in Origenis work are wanting in some MSS. ; and 
Philosophumena, confirms the con- it is doubted, among critics, whether 
jecture of Pearson, Bull, and Grabe; _ or not they are Tertullian’s.—B. ] 
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26 St. John’s Gospel written against these heretics. 


shewn with sufficient clearness out of the writings of Ignatius 
and Irenzus, how execrable it was thought by the Church of 
the Apostles and that of the age nearest to it; and how alien 
from the Church of Christ, and consequently from salvation 
by Christ, they who taught that doctrine were held to be in 
the first ages. To this testimony should here be added, what 
Jerome" repeats from the records of ancient writers; “‘ That 


the Apostle John wrote his Gospel, at the request of the 


bishops of Asia, in opposition to Cerinthus, and other heretics, 
and chiefly against the then rising doctrine of the Ebionites, 
who assert, -hat Christ did not exist before [His birth of } 
Mary.” And with regard to Cerinthus, Ireneus agrees with 
Jerome, in book iii. chapter 11, where he writes expressly, 
that the Apostle John’ “by the publication* of the Gospel, 
wished to remove that error, which had been sown among 
men by Cerinthus.” From all this’ it may be concluded, 
that the bishops of Asia, (that is, of those parts in which 
Cerinthus and Ebion first taught their heresy,) as soon as 
they had observed, that those heretics had burst, or rather 
crept, into their churches, at once called a synod, and 
all met together like good shepherds, “against the spoilers 
of Christ’s flock,” (émrt Avuedvas tis Xpictod Toiwvns,) Aas 
Husebius* says of the Council of Antioch, which was assembled 
against Paul of Samosata; and having taken counsel together 
as to the means by which they might promptly repress the 
heresies which were daily gaining ground, they immediately 
besought the assistance of the Apostle John, who was still 
alive; and that on this occasion, and also with the view of 
supplying what the other Evangelists had omitted *, he wrote 
his Gospel ; at the commencement of which, he by his 
apostolic authority circumscribed‘ (to use the word, which 
Trenzus uses in the passage last cited #) the ravings 5 of 
Cerinthus, and Ebion, and other heretics of that age, 


_» Johannes apostolus . . . evange- 


. ann : I auferre eum, qui a Cerintho insemi- 
lium scripsit, rogatus ab Asize episco- 


natus erat hominibus, errorem.—{cap. 


pis, adversus Cerinthum, aliosque he- 
reticos, et maxime tune Ebionitarum 
dogma consurgens, qui asserunt, Chris- 
tum ante Mariam non fuisse.—Catal. 
Script. Eccles. in Johanne. [vol. ii. 
p. 830.] 

' (Johannes Domini discipulus] vo- 
lens per evangelii annuntiationem 


xi. p. 188.] 

k Hist. Heel. vii. 27. 

1 See Jerome ubi supra. 

(Omnia igitur talia circumscribere 
volens discipulus Domini, et regulam 
veritatis constituere in Keclesia, &e. 


—Ibid. 


This is evident from the opening of the Gospel. 27 


“and established' the rule of truth thenceforward in the onap. I. 

Church,” § 3, 4. 
4. And indeed any one, moderately acquainted with the ' consti- 

history of the heresies of the first century, who attentively sr 

reads the opening of John’s Gospel, cannot but at once see [389] 

that the Apostle therein pointed out, as it were, with his 

finger all those heretics, and pierced through their impious 

doctrine with his apostolic sword. In verse 1 he asserts, in 

opposition to Cerinthus and Ebion, the divine nature of our 

Saviour; “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 

was with God, and the Word was God.”? The Word was in 

the beginning, much more therefore was He before J oseph 

and Mary, and He was God, and therefore was not a mere 15 

man (yridos avOpwros). The doctrine of Cerinthus and 

other heretics before him, respecting the creation of the world, 

the Evangelist alludes to in verse 3, “ All things were made 

by Him” (the Word). For those heretics, as has been 

observed just above in this chapter, held that this world was 

created by inferior powers, far removed from the supreme 

God, and altogether alien from Him, and that, against the 

will of the supreme God. On the contrary, the Evangelist 

teaches, that all things were made by the Word, who was 

with God, and was Himself God. In the same verse; in oppo- 

sition to the same heretics, he adds; “ And without Him 

was not anything made that was made ®,’’?—words which 

any one who did not attend to the intention of the Apostle, 

would suppose to be merely a useless tautology. The truth, 

however, is, that those heretics (as Grotius has rightly ob- 

served) maintained, that the things which we behold, i.e. this 

visible world, had one creator ; whilst the things invisible, and 

such as are above this world, had other creators, each in its 

own several pleroma; nothing therefore of the things that 

-were made is excepted by John from the works of the Logos. 

Again, in verses 10, 11, the Evangelist most evidently aims 

a blow at the same heretics; ‘ He was in the world, and 

the world was made by Him, and the world knew Him not. 


2 [It is strange that our author has words “not anything;” joining the 
thus quoted these words, and did not clause, “ what was made,” to the fol- 
observe, that all the Antenicene Fa- lowing sentence.—B. | 
thers inserted a full stop after the 
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28 St. John’s Gospel directed against the earliest 


He came unto His own°, and His own received Him not.” 
I mean this; it was the well-known opinion of Cerinthus and 
all other heretics, who separated the maker of this world 
from the supreme God, that Christ our Saviour came from 
the chief power supreme over all, into this world, as into the 
work of another’; and that the purpose of His coming was 
to deliver men from the dominion and service of the Creator 
of the universe to some kind of freedom, or rather licentious- 
ness. In opposition to these the Apostle teaches, that our 
Saviour, the Word and Son of God, came from His Father 
into this world, as into His own house and work, formed, 
i.e. and made by Himself; in order that (as it presently 
follows in verses 12, 13,) He might bring’ such as should 
receive Him, to the true liberty and adoption of sons of God ; 
although ungrateful men, for the most part, did not acknow- 
ledge Him their Creator and Redeemer. That this is the 
true and genuine meaning and intention of the Apostle im 
those words I am thoroughly persuaded, and so accordingly 
Irenzeus understood them, iii. 11?, where he quotes the 
passage, and thus comments on it%; “ But according to Mar- 
cion, and those who are like him,” (Cerinthus, that is, and 
other precursors of Marcion, whom Tertullian calls premature 
and abortive Marcionites, Against Marc. iii. 8",) “ neither was 
the world made by Him, nor did He come unto His own, but 
to what was another’s.”” So likewise in vy. 18%, he says, that 
John, at the commencement of his Gospel, “ evidently shews 
to those who are willing to hear, that is, who have ears, that 
there is one God the Father over all, and one Word of God 
which is through all, by whom all things were made; and that 
this world is His very own*, and was made by Him at the 
will of the Father, and not by angels, nor through apostasy, 
and revolt, and ignorance, &.” Furthermore, against the 


- ° In the Greek, cis 7a 78a, i.e. as r Preecoquos et abortivos Marcio- 


though into his own house [or domain]. 
See John xvi. 32, and xix. 27; Luke 
li. 49 ; and Nicholas Fuller on Miscel- 
laneous Passages of Scripture, book iv. 
17, and Acts xxi. 6. 

P See also Novatian, On the Tri- 
nity, chap. 14. 

4 Secundum autem Marcionem et 
eos qui similes sunt ei, neque mundus 
per eum factus est, neque in sua venit, 
sed in alicna.—p. 188. 


nitas.—[p. 401.] 

* Manifeste ostendens audire volen- 
tibus, id est aures habentibus, quoniam 
unus Deus Pater super omnes, et 
unum Verbum Dei, quod per omnes, 
per quem omnia facta sunt, et quo- 
niam hic mundus proprius ipsius, et 
per. ipsum factus est voluntate Patris, 
et non per angelos, neque per aposta- 
Siam, et defectionem, et ignorantiam, 
&e.—[p. 315.] 


heretics ; who all denied that the Word was made Flesh. 29 


Simonians, Saturninians, and other Docetz, the Apostle omar. 1. 
teaches. that the Word, or Son of God, was truly incarnate, sabe 
and made man, verse 14; “And the Word was made flesh, 

and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as 

of the Only-begotten of the Father,” &c. Besides, by this 

one statement the Evangelist has convicted’ all the heretics of ! conclusit. 
his own age; since, as Irenzeus has rightly said in a passage 

which has been already repeatedly quoted, viz. iii. 11+; 
“That the Word of God was made flesh, is not in accordance 

with the views of any of the heretics.” For the heretics 

who at that period entertained any false opinion respecting 

the person of the Lord Jesus (as we have observed somewhere 
already), may all be divided into two classes. One was that 

of the Phantasiasts, who, while acknowledging the manifest 
Godhead in our Saviour, took away from Him the human 
nature, thinking the conjoining of God with man utterly 
unworthy of the Divine majesty. Of these heretics Novatian 

wrote well in his Book on the Trinity, chapter 18°; “ Other 
heretics also embraced the manifest Divinity of Christ, so far 

as even to say that He was without flesh, and to take away 
entirely the humanity which He assumed’, lest they should ? suscep- 
impair* in Him the power of the divine name, by associating Hse 
with it, as they supposed, a human birth. Of this view, however, Se See 
we do not approve, but yet we adduce it as an argument that 

Christ is so clearly God,-that some have even thought Him to 

be only God, taking away His manhood*.” The other class of 
heretics, on the contrary side, acknowledged a human nature [42] 
only in our Jesus, as the Cerinthians and Ebionites. However, 

it is but too plain that both classes denied that the Word of. 

God was made flesh; that is, that Christ was God and man. 
Lastly, in verse 17, the Apostle (as Grotius has remarked) 
incidentally confutes a heresy, which Cerinthus and Ebion 


t Secundum nullam sententiam usque adeo Christum esse Deum, ut 
heereticorum Verbum Dei caro factum quidam illum, subtracto homine, tan- 
est.—[p. 189. ] tummodo putarint Deum.—[p. 718.] 

u Alii quoque heretici usque adeo x Tertullian also observes that those 
Christi manifestam amplexati sunt di- heretics denied “ that Christ was come 
vinitatem, ut dixerint illum fuisse sine in the flesh, because they presumed it 
carne, et totum illi susceptum detrax- to be incredible that God became 
erint hominem, ne decoquerent in illo flesh.” Negantes Christum in carne 
divini nominis potestatem, si huma- venisse,... quoniam incredibile pre- 
nam illi sociassent, ut arbitrabantur, sumpserant, Deum carnem.’ —Adv. 
nativitatem. Quod tamen nog non Mare. iii. 8. [p. 401.] 
probamus, sed argumentum afferimus, 


JUDGMENT 
OF THE 
~CATHOLIO 
CHURCH, 





16 


1 6 BedXo- 
yos. 


2 GeoAo- 

ylay. 

3 > 
olkovo- 


play. 


[43] 


30 St.John in his first Epistle writes against the same heretics ; 


held in common, as to the observance of the law of Moses 
being necessary to salvation; “‘ The law was given by Moses; 
but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.” 

5. But the holy Apostle, in his first Epistle also, mani- 
festly aims a blow at the samc heretics, and calls them all 
by the one name of Antichrists, as has been observed by 
Ireneus, Tertullian, and others among the ancients. And, 


‘indeed, the beginning of this Epistle exactly corresponds to 


the commencement of the Gospel of John, since in both the 
Divine’ opens and reveals that great mystery of godliness 
respecting God manifested in the flesh, unfolding with no 
little dignity of language both the doctrine of the Divinity’ 
and that of the Incarnation® of our Saviour. With regard 
to the. Gospel this is clear; and the Epistle thus begins; 
“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, 
which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked 
upon, and our hands have handled of the Word of Life; (for 
the Life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear wit- ~ 
ness and shew unto you that eternal Life, which was with the 
Father, and was manifested unto us;) that [I say] which we 
have seen and heard, declare we unto you, &¢.” Here, in 
opposition to the Docetz, who said that our Saviour was not 
really man, John affirms that he himself and the other 
Apostles had both heard, and with their own very eyes beheld, 
and also with their hands handled, “the Word of Life,” or life- 
giving Word (Tov doyov THs Cons) ; thus calling all the appro- 
priate senses to bear witness to the reality of His incarnation. 
Against those, on the other hand, who maintained that the 
Lord Jesus was a mere man, the Apostle teaches that the 
Word was az’ apxis, “from the beginning,” (i.e. of the 
creation, as Gen. i. 1, and John i. 1,) and, consequently, 
that He did not then first begin to exist when He was born 
of Mary. In the same passage, and against the same [ here- 
tics], he asserts that “the Life, the eternal Life,” (again 
meaning the Word, see John i. 4, and 1 John v. 20,) was 
previously “with the Father,” mpds tov Iarépa: (the same 
in meaning as the pds Tdv @edv, John i. 1;) but afterwards, 
that is in the flesh which He took upon Him, He was made 
manifest unto men. This is the simple and obvious sense of 
this passage, which, accordingly, was the received sense in the 


the mutual agreement of his Gospel and Epistle. dl 


ancient Church, as Tertullian informs us in his Treatise 
against’ Praxeas, chap. 15. The novel interpretation which 
they put on the passage, who make the “Word of Life” to 
signify the gospel, or doctrine of eternal life, is certainly 
most absurd. For, not to mention other objections to such 
an interpretation, what sense, I ask, would there be in saying 
that the Apostles had not only heard the gospel, but had 
beheld it with their own eyes, and handled it with their own 
hands? But the mutual agreement of the commencement 
of St. John’s Gospel and the beginning of his first Epistle 
was long ago observed by that great man, Dionysius of 
Alexandria, in the second book of his work Upon the Pro- 
mises (Ilepi évayyedudv), in the following words’; “For 
the Gospel and the Epistle mutually harmonize, and begin 
alike. The one says, ‘In the beginning was the Word ;’ the 
other, ‘That which was from the beginning. The Gospel 
says, ‘And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt amongst us ; 
and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the Only-begotten 
of the Father.’ The Epistle says the same, with a very little 
variation ; ‘That which we have heard, which we have seen 
with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands 
have handled, of the Word of Life; and the Life was mani- 
fested.’ Such is his prelude’; in which he aims, as he plainly 
intimates in what follows, at those who alleged that the Lord 
was not come in the flesh. Wherefore he purposely adds; 
“And we testify that we have seen, and declare unto you 
that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was mani- 
fested unto us. That which we have seen and heard declare 
we unto you.’ He is consistent with himself’, and does not 
wander from his proposed subject.” 

6. In the second chapter of the same Epistle, after the 
Apostle had warned the faithful, that there were even then 


¥Y Suvddovcr pev yap dAdhAos 70 
edayyéAvov Kal 4 emioToAh, buolws TE 
upxovrar, Td wey onow, Ev apxf jv 6 
Adbyos’ 8k, °O Hv am adpxis' Td wey 
not, Kal 6 Adyos odpk eyéveto, kal 
eoxhvwoev ev quiv’ Kal eeardpeda Thy 
ddiay adrod, Sdtay as pmovoyevods mapa 
Tlatpds 4 37d adTd omiKp@ mapndaAay- 
péva °O axnndapev, 6 Ewpdkapey Tots 
E~0armois Nudy, 0 earducba, Kat ai 
Xelpes Hyav elnadpnoav, wep) Tod Ad-you 
Ths (ws Kal 7 Soh epavepdon. Tatra 


yap mpoavaxpotierat, SiaTeivomevos, ws ev 
Tots Eis edjAwoe, mpds Tavs ovie €y TapK) 
pdoKkoyras eAndvbévar tov Kupiov. Blo 
Kal courier emiwedds, kal d Ewpdkauer, 
mapTupodmey, Kal dmaryyéAAowey vuiy THY 
(wy tiv aidviov, Wris hy mpos TOY ma 
Tépa, Kal epavephon juiv’ d Ewpdkaper 
Kal aendoper, dmaryyedAAomey Duty. EXE- 
Tat avTov, Kal TeV Mpodecewr OVK apiara- 
tu.—Apud Huseb. Heel. Hist. vii. 25. 
p. 275. edit. Valesii. [p. 354. et Dio- 
nysii Op. p. 80. ] 


OMAP. IT, 
§ 4-6. 


1 caira 


Tpoaye- 
Kpoverau. 


[44] 


2 a 
EXETAL 
avTouv. 


32 Heretics who denied the identity of Jesus and the Christ. 


supaumnt many antichrists, and that they had gone forth out of the 


OF THE 
CATHOLIC 


CHURCH, 


[45] 


1 alium. 


Wy 


very bosom. of the Apostolic Church, verses 18, 19, (he gives 
the name antichrists to those heretics, who taught false and 
impious doctrines respecting the person of Jesus Christ,) then 
in verses 22, 23, he designates some of them by their proper . 
characteristics; “ Who is a liar, but he that denieth that 
Jesus is the Christ ? He is antichrist, that denieth the Father 
and the Son: whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath 
not the Father.” Among the heretics of the first century, 
who falsely assumed: the name of Christians, strange to say, 
there were those who denied, that Jesus was the Christ. The 
Cerinthians, for instance, as we have shewn from Treneus in 
the beginning of the present chapter, separated Jesus from 
Christ, teaching that Jesus was one! [being], and Christ 
another. Accordingly Epiphanius, Heresy xxviii., which 
is that of the Cerinthians, expressly testifies, that they 
taught, ov tov “Incody civas Xprorov, “that Jesus is not the 
Christ.” Against such heretics these words of John were 
directed, ‘‘ Who is a liar, but he that denieth that Jesus is 
the Christ?” As well as those in chap. v. verse 1; ‘“‘ Who- 
soever believeth that Jesus is the Christ, is born of God;” | 
as Irenzeus, the best interpreter of the Apostle, informs us, 
ii. 18%. Indeed, you would seek in vain for others, to 
whom those passages would more suitably apply. For it is 
most manifest from the context, that the Apostle is not 
speaking of those avowed opponents of our religion, who 
denied that Jesus was the Christ or Messiah foretold by 
the prophets, and taught that another Messiah was to be 
expected, but of the false prophets, who deceived [men] 
under the mask of a Christian profession. The following 
words of the Apostle; “He is antichrist, that denieth the 
Father and the Son; whosoever denieth the Son, the same 
hath not the Father;” evidently enough glance at the 
opinion which was held by Cerinthus and Ebion in common. 
For both of them utterly denied, that Jesus was the true Son 
of God, begotten of God the Father, before [His birth of ] 
Mary, and so before all created things ; and, therefore, in 
the judgment of the Apostle, neither did they acknowledge 
God the Father in reality ; since indeed, after the revelation 


* [e. 16. pp. 206, 207.] 


The Docete alluded to in 1 John iv. , shewn from Polycarp, 83 


of the Gospel, no one can rightly worship or believe in 
God the Father, without, at the same time, embracing God 
the Son. 

7. Again, in chap. iv. verse 1 of his Epistle, the apostle of 
Christ is guarding Christians against the heretics of his own 
age, in these words; “ Beloved, believe not every spirit, but 
try the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false 
prophets are gone out into the world.” And in the verses 
which follow he proposes two criteria, whereby those false 
prophets might be distinguished; one of which clearly applies 
to the Docetz, the other to the Cerinthians andthe Ebion- 
ites. The Docetz are pointed out in the 2d and 3d verses ; 
“Hereby know ye the Spirit of God; every spirit that con- 
fesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, is of God: and 
every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in 
the flesh, is not of God; and this is that spirit of antichrist, 
whereof you have heard that it should come, and even now 
already is it in the world.” On this passage of the Apostle 
we have a trustworthy commentator, ‘Polycarp, I mean, the 
disciple of John, who quotes the latter part of the passage 
in his Epistle to the Philippians, and expressly expounds 
it of heretics, who professed the name of Christ, and not 
of open enemies of Christianity, who denied that Jesus 
was the true Messiah, on the ground of His advent in the 
flesh, that is, in a state of humility (as Grotius, quite incor- 
rectly, understood the Apostle.) For there, after exhorting 
the Philippians to serve the Lord Jesus with fear and all 
reverence, the apostolic man immediately adds*; “Be ye 
zealous concerning that which is good, avoiding offences and 
false brethren, and such as bear the name of the Lord in 
hypocrisy, who cause foolish men to go astray, ‘ for every one 
that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, is 
antichrist ;? and he who confesses not the testimony of the 
cross, is of the devil.”” There were therefore false brethren, 
professing the name of Christ, who denied that Jesus Christ 
was come in the flesh. This is also plain enough from the 
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34 That they who “denied that Jesus Christ had come in 


object of the Apostle John, in giving the marks and signs by 
which the faithful might discern those false prophets from 
orthodox teachers. For what need was there of marks, to 
distinguish the open and.avowed enemies of the Christian 
religion? Now who those heretics really were who, while 
professing Christianity, denied that Jesus Christ was come in 
the flesh, we have stated several times already; for Menander, 
Saturninus, and other Docete of the first century (whose 
heresy was reproduced by Marcion at the very time when 
Polycarp wrote these words), utterly denied that our Lord 
had come in true human flesh into this world, or had truly 
suffered and been crucified; and accordingly, as Polycarp 
says, by no means confessed the testimony of the cross. 

8. This heresy is also frequently censured by another dis~ 
ciple and intimate friend of John, Ignatius, in his Epistles, 
and especially in that to the Smyrneans, which is almost 
entirely directed against that. pernicious doctrine. In one 
place he says”; “ For in what respect does a man benefit me, 
if he praises me, but blasphemes my Lord, not acknowledging 
Him to be incarnate’? He, who does not confess this, 
completely denies Him, and is in a state of death?’ Now 
who does not see that the expression of Ignatius in this 
passage, “ not acknowledging Him to be incarnate,” (capxo- 
Pépov,) is just the same as John’s, “ cgnfesseth not that Jesus 
Christ is come in the flesh” (év capx) éndvOéra)? But a 
little before in the same Epistle Ignatius had laid open the 
heresy of the Docetz, as opposed to the Catholic doctrine, in 
these words °; “ And He (the Lord) truly suffered, as He also 
truly raised up Himself, not as certain unbelievers assert, 
that it was in appearance that He suffered, whereas they 
themselves are only in appearance.”’ The sense of which is 3 
they who teach that our Lord was made man and suffered as 
a phantom and in appearance only, are themselves to be 
regarded indeed as Christians only as phantoms and in 
appearance. Presently after he confutes those phantasiasts — 
from the remarkable history of Jesus shewing to His disci- 
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the Flesh,” were the Docete, shewn also from St. Ignatius. 35 


ples, and especially to Thomas, after His resurrection, His cmap. mu. 
body, and the wounds inflicted thereon, to be handled!. 87% _ 
On this he observes *; “ And immediately they touched Him, | a al 
and believed, being subdued? by His flesh and His Spirit ;” oon 
that is, they were convinced by that trial*, and believed that Béyres.. 
the Lord Jesus was both very Man and very God. For “the one 
Spirit” (wvedua) in Christ, especially when It is opposed to 
His flesh, as we have shewn elsewhere °, is used by writers of 
the first century to signify His Divine Nature‘. For, as is + rjy gctar 
plain, Ignatius manifestly alludes to the confession of Thomas %”: 
when, after seeing and handling the wounds of Christ, he 
burst out into the exclamation, “My Lord and my God!” 
John xx. 28. The holy man presently designates those [49] 
heretics ra Onpla av@pwrduopda, “ beasts in human form ;” 
meaning that, inasmuch as they taught in opposition to 
what was manifestly true, that our Lord was man only in 
appearance, they deserved to be accounted’ as brute beasts, 
clothed with the form of men, not as men endued with 
rational faculties. Lastly, he observes of the same persons, 
that they entirely abstained from the Lord’s supper‘; “ Be- 
cause they did not confess, that the eucharist was the flesh 
of our Saviour Jesus Christ, which had suffered for our sins.” 
That is, they did not believe that our Lord was made very 
man, and had truly suffered on ‘the cross, (which was’ ex- 
pressed by Polycarp’s words, “not confessing the testimony 
of the cross,”)' and ‘accordingly they refused to celebrate the 
memorial of our Lord’s passion. These most clear testimonies 
of two disciples of John allow us not to doubt, but that the 
false prophets and the antichrists, who, the Apostle says, 
denied that Christ had come in the flesh, were no other than 
Menander, Saturninus, Basilides and the other phantasiasts 
of the first century. And that the Apostle did in the passage 
_ in question refer to these, is observed, after Ignatius and Poly- 
carp, by Irenzus, by Tertullian, and by almost all the ancient 
fathers, who lived near to the time of the Apostles. 

9. Let us proceed with the Apostle. After some observa- 
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36 That the Cerinthians and Ebionites are referred to, 


tions. in the same chapter, he next points out, in verse 15, 
by its characteristic mark’, a second heresy concerning the 
person of Christ, the very opposite to the mad conceits of the 
Docetz ; “ Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of 
God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God;” the opposite 
clause, which was expressed in the former mark’, is here left 
to be understood; “But whosoever shall not confess that 
Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth not in him, nor he in 
God.” There cannot however be a doubt, that the Apostle 
in these words requires a confession of that Son of God, 
whom he had already spoken of in part in this Epistle, and 
whom he still more fully sets forth in his Gospel,—I mean, 
the Son of God, who is the Word of God the Father, who 
was in the beginning, and was with God, and was Himself 
God, by whom all things were made, &c. That the true and 
proper Son of God, who was born of God the Father Himself 
before every creature, is meant in these passages, is not 
denied by the adversaries with whom our present controversy 
lies, and indeed is most manifest to all, who are not blind in 
the light of noon. Neither Cerinthus, however, nor Ebion 
after him, acknowledged that our Jesus was the Son of God 
in such a sense as this, for they both taught, that Jesus was 
a mere man, who had no existence before [His birth of | 


Mary; and therefore they both, in the Apostle’s judgment, 


were aliens from God. And because at that time the heresy 
of Cerinthus was increasing more than any other, the Apostle 
in this Epistle throughout commends, urges, and inculcates 
that faith, by which we believe that Jesus is the Son of God. 
See in addition to the passages already quoted, chap. iii. 
verse 23, also verses 1O—13, 20. But these notes, those, 
I mean, which are given here in the fourth, and also in 
the second chapter of this Epistle, were quite sufficient to 
enable the faithful of the apostolic age to distinguish all 
the heretics who at that time taught false and impious 
doctrines concerning the person of our Saviour. Of these 
notes this is the sum; that every teacher who confessed 
one Jesus Christ, the very Son of God, who was truly made 
man for the sake of man’s salvation, was of God ; (that is, 
as Hstius well observes, in so far as he acknowledged and 
taught that particular doctrine ;) but that, on the other. hand, 


in 1 John iv. 15, and condemned by the Apostle. 37 


whosoever did not confess this, was to be regarded as a false omar. 1. 
prophet, and an antichrist. Those notes, however, are chiefly oe 
insisted on by the Apostle, which mark the heretics, who. [51] 
denied either that our Saviour was true man or true God ; 

as Tertullian, De Prescript. adv. Heres. c. 33 8, has observed 

in the following words ; “ John in his Epistle calls those espe- 

cially antichrists, who denied that Christ was come in the 

flesh, and those who did not think that Jesus was the Son of 

God ; the former opinion was maintained by Marcion” (and 

before him by Menander, Saturninus and others), ‘the latter 

by Hebion.” TI have pursued this subject at greater length; 19 
because from this it is clear, not only from the remains of the 

most ancient fathers, but also from all the writings of the 
Apostles, that there were even in the very age of the Apostles 

those who denied the divinity of Christ our Lord, and who (far 

from being considered as brethren and true members of the 
Church) were for that very reason accounted by the Apostles 

as heretics, and even as antichrists. Moreover, from this it is 

also manifest, that, as the doctrine respecting the incarnation 

of the Son of God, (or respecting Christ the God-man!’, true! Christo 
God and true Man,) was from the very commencement of %*”é"- 
the Gospel variously assailed by various heretics, so was it 

at all times most religiously preserved and guarded by all 

means and with all zeal by the true pastors of the Church, 

as the very head and foundation of the Christian faith. 

10. Now touching those God-denying ’ heretics of the first ? épyna- 
century, the Cerinthians and the Ebionites, I should refrain oe 
from saying anything more, had not the author of an impious 
treatise, under the title of Irenicum Irenicorum, put forth a 
most monstrous notion about the Ebionites, which we must 
certainly not pass over. For if that be true which this 
author strains every nerve to prove, there will plainly be 

‘an end not only of the necessity of the article of our 
Saviour’s divinity, but also of the defence of its very truth; [52] 
and the Ebionites, at least the later ones, so far from being 
heretics, must be regarded as having been the only faithful 
guardians of the doctrine and tradition of the Apostles 


£ In Epistolaeos maxime antichris- putarent, Jesum esse Filium Dei ; illud 
tos vocat (Johannes), qui Christum Marcion, hoc Hebion vindicavit.— 
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38 Sandius maintained that the Ebionites represented the 


concerning Christ. For indeed he boldly affirms", that the 
Ebionites (such, I mean, as acknowledged Christ’s birth of 
a Virgin, but denied His divinity) were really no other than 
the Nazarenes, the Christians of Jerusalem, the first and 
most ancient of all Christians; who, after receiving the faith 
of Christ, continued to observe the law, and who scrupu- 
lously maintained and handed down the doctrine of the mere 
humanity of Christ’, which, as he would have us think ’, they 
had been taught by the Apostles; their Church remaining 
until the age of Adrian, by whom they were driven from 
their country, and thenceforward were called in contempt 
by other Christians, Ebionites, and accounted as heretics. 
Now, with this discovery of his own, this very vain man 
is wonderfully well pleased, and vaunts of it much, as a 
tradition, which, he says, has a far greater antiquity and 
certainty than all the traditions of the Catholics for the 
Divinity of the Son. 

11. It is, however, clear enough from what we have already 
said, that this is a most foolish and shameless fable of the 
heretic’s own. For, even if the sacred oracles which we 
have adduced were silent, which of the ancients, which of 
those apostolic writers whom we have quoted, ever heard 
this tradition even mentioned? Which of .them, rather, 
has not given us his testimony in confirmation. of the very 
opposite tradition? But this much boasted tradition can be 
refuted from ecclesiastical history, with the utmost facility 
and certainty. For Eusebius expressly testifies, that he had 
been informed out of the writings of the ancients, that all 
the fifteen bishops, who were of the circumcision, and pre- 
sided over the Church of Jerusalem down to the time of 
Adrian, embraced the pure and sincere knowledge of Christ. 
He thus writes concerning them in his Eccl. Hist. iv. 5A; 
“TI have not.been able to find anywhere: the dates of the 
bishops of Jerusalem preserved in writing; all of them, 
however, are reported to have sat but a very short time. 
But this I have learned from written records, that up to the 
siege of the Jews, in the reign of Adrian, fifteen bishops pre- 
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Jirst Christians of Jerusalem —refuted Jrom Eusebius, 39 


sided over that Church in unbroken succession ; all of whom, 
they say, were Hebrews by origin, and had received the know- 
ledge of Christ sincerely.” But, at any rate, Eusebius would 
on no account have said this of them, if he had learnt from 
those ancient authorities, that they entertained the same 
views of Christ as the Ebionites; for they are the very men 
whom he condemns as impious, because they denied that 
Christ was God the Word before all ages; and further de- 
clares them to be brought under the thraldom of the devil. 
For in his Eccl. Hist. iii, 27, he thus writes of the two sorts 
of Ebionites*; “Others, whom the malignant demon was 
unable to remove altogether from the religion of Christ, 
having found weak in other points, he reduced them under 
his power. These were fitly termed Ebionites by the an- 
cients; as entertaining very poor and low notions of Christ. 
For they deemed Him to be a mere common? man, being 
nothing else than a man, who by advancing in virtue had 
become righteous, but was begotten from the union of man 
with Mary. Moreover, they regarded the observance of the 
law to be indispensably necessary to themselves, as though 
they could not be saved by faith in Christ alone, and a 
life in accordance therewith. Others besides them, bearing 
the same name, avoided, indeed, the absurd opinion of the 
former, not denying that Christ was born of the Virgin and 
of the Holy Ghost: yet these also, equally with the others, 
refused to acknowledge that He preexisted, as being God the 
Word and Wisdom, BUT WERE PERVERTED WITH THE SAME 
IMPIETY AS THE FORMER; especially as they were zealous, like 
them, to observe punctiliously the bodily service of the law.” 
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40 Eusebius’ statement respecting the early Christians of 


Unquestionably, from a comparison of these two passages of 
Eusebius, it becomes very clear, that the later Ebionites (whom 
Nicephorus, in his Eccl. Hist. xiii. 18, calls “the less *”’) dif- 
fered from the first Christians of Jerusalem in two respects. 
1. Those Ebionites entertained impious opinions concerning 
Christ; inasmuch as they did not by any means allow, that He 
existed "before His nativity in the flesh as God the Word and 
Wisdom; whereas the first Christians of Jerusalem embraced 
the knowledge of Christ in sincerity. 2. Those Ebionites 
insisted on the Mosaical rites, as absolutely necessary to be 
observed, and said that the faith of Christ without the observ- 
ance of them was not sufficient for salvation. This Eusebius 
expressly asserts of the earlier or greater Ebionites, whilst 
of the later Ebionites also he affirms that they were zealous of 
the law of Moses “equally with the others” (6potws éxetvots) ; 
and further, he not obscurely intimates that it was in this 
very point that their impiety in part consisted. For Eusebius’ 
meaning manifestly is, that those Ebionites had superadded 
the pernicious dogma of the absolute necessity of observing 
the law of Moses to that other impiety of theirs, which was 
indeed very great and of itself deadly beyond measure, 
—I mean, their denial of the divinity of Christ; thus 
they were heretics and aliens from salvation, on more than 
one account. Upon the Christians of Jerusalem whom he 
mentions, however, Eusebius fastens no charge of heresy, 
although they also observed circumcision and other Mosaic 
rites ; (according, that is, to the practice which the Apostles 
themselves had originally conceded to their infirmity ;) the 
reason of which, no doubt, was, that they both entertained 
right views about Christ, and did not at-all require from 
other Christians of the Gentiles, the observance of the cere- 
monial law. Indeed, if they had required this, they would 
have directly opposed the decree of the Council of J erusalem, 
at which James, the first bishop of that see, presided. It is 
not to be doubted, that Eusebius thought those Christians of 
Jerusalem culpable, at least such of them as lived after the 
destruction of the temple by Titus, because they did not at 
length perceive that the ceremonial worship, which had been 
prescribed in the law of Moses, was utterly abolished. Never- 
theless, he commends them for this, because, meanwhile, 


Jerusalem ; illustrated out of Sulpicius Severus. 41 


they did not obtrude upon other Christians those legal rites 
which they themselves observed; and because in other 
particulars they sincerely embraced the Catholic faith, and 
especially that part of it which relates to the person of Christ 
our Lord. . 

12. But with this testimony of Eusebius, respecting the 
primitive Church of Jerusalem and its bishops, Sulpicius 
Severus, an historian of very great weight, quite agrees, and 
even throws additional light on it, Sacr. Hist. ii. 451, where he 
thus writes of them; ‘ Inasmuch as the Christians were sup- 
posed to be, for the most part, a Jewish body, (for in those 
days the Church at Jerusalem had its Bishop only of the 
cireumcision,) he (Adrian) ordered a cohort to be constantly 
on guard, for the purpose of preventing all Jews from enter- 
ing Jerusalem. This indeed turned out to the advantage 
of the Christian faith ; because, ai that time, nearly all believed 
in Christ as God under the observance of the law. The Lord 
doubtless so ordering that dispensation, that the freedom of 
the faith and of the Church might be delivered from thral- 
dom to the law.” . He here said, “nearly ail,” because at 
that period there were even at Jerusalem faithful men from 
among the Gentiles, although fewer in number, who believed 
in the Divinity of Christ without any observance of the law. 
Now that which Eusebius relates from ancient authority, of 
those Christians of the circumcision at Jerusalem,—that 
they “had sincerely embraced the knowledge (or faith) of 
Christ,” is here testified of the same persons (only somewhat 
more clearly) by Sulpicius, when he affirms that “‘ they 
believed in Christ as God.” Nothing certainly can be more 
manifest than this; so that if the Nazarenes, as they were 
called, were (as nearly all the learned are agreed) the de- 
scendants and offspring of the Christians of the circumcision 
at Jerusalem ; and if that be true, which the author of the 
Irenicum says, that they held Christ to be merely man, we 


arceret. Quod quidem Christianse 
fidei proficiebat: guia tum pene om- 
nes Christum Deum sub legis observa- 


1 Quia Christiani ex Judeis potis- 
simum putabantur, (namque tum 
Hierosolymz non nisi ex circum- 


cisione habebat ecclesia sacerdotem,) 
militum cohortem custodias in perpe- 
tuum agitare jussit (Adrianus), que 
Judzos omnes Hierosolyme aditu 


tione credebant. Nimirum id Domino 
ordinante dispositum, ut legis servitus 
a libertate fidei atque ecclesiz tolle- 
retur. 
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42 The doctrine of the Nazarenes; from St. Augustine ; 


must certainly conclude, that they had departed from the 
faith of their fathers and those who had gone before them. 
13. It is however clear, from good authority, that even 
the Nazarenes held more exalted views of Christ our Lord. 
Philastrius at any rate attributes to them no heresy respect- 
ing the person of Christ. While Augustine, in his work on 
Heresies, after treating in chap. 8™ of the Cerinthians as 
having taught “that men ought to be circumcised in the 
flesh, and observe other precepts of the law of this kind: 
that Jesus was simply man,” &c.; goes on in chaps. 9 and 10 
thus to expound the doctrines of the Nazarenes and the 
Ebionites; “ Although the Nazarenes confess that Christ is 
the Son of God,” (and consequently thus far differ from the 
Cerinthians, who regard. Him as man only,) “yet they ob- 
serve all the ceremonies of the ancient law,” (in this agreemg 
with the Cerinthians,) “ which Christians by the tradition of 
the Apostles have been taught not to observe carnally, but to 
understand spiritually. The Hebionites also for their part*”’ 
(i.e. just like the Cerinthians, of whom he had been speaking 
a little before) ‘say that He is onlyaman. They observe the 
carnal ordinances of the law, &c.” Here it is plain (in spite 
of the cavils of the author of the [renicum) that Augustine 
meant to distinguish the Nazarenes both from the Cerin- 
thians and from the Ebionites in this point, that the Naza- 
renes acknowledged that Christ was not man only, as the 
Cerinthians and the Ebionites thought, but the Son. of 
God, and consequently God. Besides, all are aware what 
Augustine meant by confessing Christ to be the Son of God. 
For he acknowledged no other Son of God but Him who 
before all worlds" was begotten of the Father, God of God. 
But further, there is a very explicit testimony of Jerome 
in an Epistle addressed to Augustine, Epist. Ixxxix.°, in 
which he thus writes concerning Cerinthus, Ebion, and the 


™ Carne circumcidi oportere, atque 
alia hujusmodi legis preecepta servari; 
Jesum hominem tantummodo fuisse. 
.... Nazarei cum Dei Filium con- 
fiteantur esse Christum, omnia tamen 
veteris legis observant, quee Christiani 
per apostolicam traditionem non ob- 
servare carnaliter, sed spiritaliter in- 
telligere didicerunt. Hebionzei Chris- 
tum etiam ipsi tantummodo hominem 


dicunt. Mandata carnalia legis obser- 
vant, &c.—[Vol. viii. p. 7.] 

™ Our reverend author has vindi- 
cated this assertion from the cavils of 
an adversary in a treatise now first 
published, entitled, Primitiva et A po- 
stolica Traditio, &e. i. 7.—Graznu. 
[See the translation of that Treatise 
in this volume. | 

° Si hoe verum est, in Cerinthi et 


from the statements of St. Jerome writing to St. Augustine. 43 
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Nazarenes; “If this is true, we are falling into the heresy of 
§ 12, 18. 


Cerinthus and Ebion, who, though they believed in Christ, 
were anathematized by the fathers only for this, that they 
mixed. the ceremonies of the law with the gospel of Christ, 
and confessed the new in such a way as not to let go the 
old. Why should I speak of the Ebionites, who falsely 
pretend that they are Christians? To this very day there 
exists through all the synagogues of the East a heresy 
among the Jews, called that of the Minzi?, who are com- 
monly called Nazarenes; these believe in Christ, as the Son 
of God, born of the Virgin Mary ; and they say that it was 
He who suffered under Pontius Pilate, and rose from the 
dead, in whom we also believe. But whilst they would be 
both Jews and Christians, they are neither Jews nor Chris- 
tians.” In this passage Jerome expressly says with Augustine 
that the Nazarenes believed in Christ, the Son of God; and, 
not content with saying this, he explains his meaning by 
affirming that they believed in that Son of God, “in whom 
_ we also (the Catholics) believe ;” so that in this doctrine of 
the Son of God he acknowledges no difference whatever _ 
between the Catholics and the Nazarenes*. That this was 
Jerome’s meaning will be still more clearly evident from his 

object in the passage cited. A controversy had arisen be- 

tween Jerome and Augustine on the words. of. St. Paul 
respecting St. Peter, Gal. 1. 11; ‘I withstood him to the 

face ;” whether, that is, Paul did seriously and in earnest 
reprehend Peter, or whether the whole of what was done be- 

tween them was not done feignedly only, and, as it were, in 

a kind of religious simulation’. Augustine rightly thought : per sane- 
the former, while Jerome maintained the latter, in opposi- tam quan- 


: : dam simu- 
tion to the manifest truth, (although some of the Greek lationem. 
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Ebionis heresin delabimur, qui cre- 
dentes in Christo propter hoc solum a 
Patribus anathematizati sunt, quod 
legis ceremonias Christi evangelio 
miscuerunt, et sic nova confessi sunt, 
ut vetera non omitterent. Quid di- 
cam de Hebionitis, qui Christianos 
esse se simulant? Usque hodie per 
totas Orientis synagogas [et a Phari- 
seis nune usque damnatur:] inter 
Judzeos heeresis est, quee dicitur Mi- 
neorum, quos vulgo Nazareeos nuncu- 
pant, qui credunt in Christum, Filium 
Dei, natum de Virgine Maria, et eum 


dicunt esse, qui sub Pontio Pilato 
passus est et resurrexit, in quem et 
nos credimus. Sed dum vyolunt et 
Judei esse, et Christiani, nec Judai 
sunt, nec Christiani.”—[EHp. exii. 18. 
vol. i. p. 740.] 

P [From the Hebrew myn, which 
means the same as heretics.—B. ] 

4 Our author replies to a cavil on 
this point also, alleged by the same 
adversary, in the passage above cited, 
§ 8.—Grase. [See translation of the 
Primitiva Traditio, i. 8.] 


44. The point at issue between Jerome and Augustine ; 


. . * \ 
jupauunt Commentators agree in the view,) rendering the words xara 
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mpocwtrov, not coram (openly), but secundum faciem (in 
appearance), that is, feignedly, and not in earnest. The 
principal argument by which he defended his opinion (into 
which, as he candidly admits, he had fallen accidentally, 
when—after reading some Greek commentaries, and bringing 
together very many subjects into his mind—he was engaged 
in dictating either his own or another’s thoughts to his 
amanuensis, whom he had hastily summoned, without remem- 
bering meanwhile the order, sometimes not even the words, or 
their meaning) was as follows; that Paul himself occasionally 
Judaized, and therefore could not, with any justice, reprove 
Peter for that error in which he was himself involved. To 
this argument Augustine rightly replies, that Peter had been 
rebuked by Paul, not for observing a custom of the Jews under 
which he had been born and educated, although he refrained 
from observing it when among Gentiles; but because he 
wished to impose it on the Gentiles by the example, that is, 
which he set,—which Paul had never done. For the cere- 


. monies of the law, although they ought not to be imposed on 


the Gentiles, might yet be allowed to Jewish believers for a 
time. Jerome, however, was unwilling to understand this ; 
and in his oratorical way, inveighs against Augustine as if 
his opinion amounted to this'; “that even now, since the 
gospel of Christ, the believing Jews do well if they keep the 
precepts of the law; that is to say, if they offer sacrifices, 
&e.” And against this opinion, which certainly never was 
Augustine’s, he argues thus, as if fighting with his own 
‘shadow; “If this is true, we are falling into the heresy of 
Cerinthus and Ebion, who, believing in Christ, were anathe- 
matized by the fathers only for this, that they mixed the 
ceremonies of the law with the gospel of Christ.’ In these 
words Jerome did not by any means intend to say that 
Cerinthus and Ebion entertained no other heresy, on account 
of which they were anathematized by the fathers, (for he 
could not have been ignorant that Ebion had been condemned 
by the ancients of heresy for denying the divinity of Christ, 


* [Hee igitur summa est queestio- legis mandata custodiant, h 

: : . a . 0¢ est i 
nis] ut post evangelium Christi etiam  erificia offerant, &e.”—Ibid. on 
nune bene faciant Judai credentes, si 
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whilst Cerinthus had been erased from the list of Christians omar. m. 
both for that heresy and for other impious doctrines,) but able 2 
that if they had been orthodox in all other respects, they 
would have been judged worthy of anathema by the fathers 
for that error alone. But because he saw that that position 
might: be called in question by the opponent whom he had 
formed for himself, he quits of his own accord the instance 
of Cerinthus and Ebion, and takes up another argument from 
the Nazarenes, such as should cut off all handle for cavil; 
“Why should I speak,” he says, “ of the Ebionites, who pre- 
tend that they are Christians? To this very day there exists 
through all the synagogues of the East, &c.” As if he said,— 
as respects the Ebionites, you will possibly object, and I do 
not deny, that they entertain impious notions concerning Christ 
our Lord, inasmuch as they teach that He is only man; con- 
sequently, they are no way to be accounted as really Christians, [60] 
however much they may pretend to be Christians. But, at 
any rate, with regard to the Nazarenes, you will have no 
reply to make; for, although they are catholic in every 
respect except that they retain the observance of the law, yet 
they are held by the Church as heretics. That this was the 
meaning of Jerome is most manifest. And no one could 
have known the tenets of the Nazarenes better than Jerome, 
for he had lived amongst them, and they had allowed him 
an opportunity of copying the Gospel of Matthew in Hebrew, 
as he himself expressly states in his work on Ecclesiastical 
Writers, in the section on Matthew. 

14. To the testimonies which have been already produced 
I will add two besides, which, although there is no express 
mention of the Nazarenes in them, yet appear to me to 
refer altogether to them, and to declare their opinion clearly 
enough. The former testimony shall be that of a writer 
incontrovertibly much earlier than all those whom we have 
‘as yet cited; I mean Justin Martyr, in his Dialogue with 
Trypho the Jew, wherein Trypho proposes to Justin for 
solution certain questions about the observance of the law of 
Moses. The first inquiry relates to those who lived under 
the law before the coming of Christ, and is as follows; 
“ Shall they who lived according to the requirement of the 
law of Moses live in the resurrection of the dead, as well as 
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Enoch, Noah and Job, or not*?” ‘To this question Justin 
answers thus; “In the law of Moses, things which are by 
nature excellent, and pious, and just, are appointed to be 
performed by those who are thereunto subject ;. some things, 
moreover, are likewise found written, which were commanded 
to be done because of the people’s hardness of heart; these 
were also observed by those who were under the law. Since 
those who did such things as were universally, naturally, and 
eternally right, have been well-pleasing unto God, they also, 
equally with the righteous men who went before them,— 
Enoch, and Noah, and Job‘, and whoever else there were,— 
shall in’ the resurrection obtain salvation by this Christ, 
together with those who acknowledge this Christ to be the 
Son of God, who was in being before the morning star and 
the moon, and endured to be incarnate, and born through 
this Virgin, who was of the lineage of David; that by this 
dispensation the serpent, which wrought evil from the begin- 
ning, and the angels who had been made like unto him, 
might be utterly subdued, and death contemned, and at 
length, at the second coming of Christ Himself, be altogether 
put an end to, by those who believe in Him and live so as to 
please Him, and be no more, when some shall be consigned 
to the judgment and condemnation of fire, to be for ever 
tormented, and others shall be associated together in a state 
where shall be no suffering, or corruption, or pain, or death.” 
The meaning of the answer is plainly this; that those who, 
while living under the law of Moses, faithfully obeyed the 


5 [kdkeivos, eimt vty jor, &pn° of 
Choavres katd tov vdmor TOy diaTax Oev- 
Ta did Mwoéws, Sioovra éuolws rh 
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and 264. [§ 45. pp. 140-41.] 

* [Both here and in the passage 
above, instead of Job (1p) (which 
Bull read, following the older edi- 
tions), the Benedictine Editor reads 
Jacob (IaxeB).—B. ] 
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ceremonies which God had imposed on them, and, especially, 
the eternal laws of justice, as well as the pious men who lived 
before the law, should obtain by the grace of Christ eternal 
salvation, together with us Christians, although they had not 
that explicit faith respecting Christ which is now required of 
ourselves; and that that explicit faith, which under the 
gospel is required of us for salvation, is altogether that 
whereby we acknowledge Jesus Christ to be the Son-of God, 
who existed before the world, and in the fulness of time was 
Incarnate, and was made man of the Virgin, that by that 
dispensation He might overcome the devil and death, and 
who shall at length come again in the end of the world, 
to judge the earth, and to consign the wicked to the punish- 
ment of eternal fire, and to exalt the righteous to a king- 
dom of glory and everlasting happiness. Here let the reader 
observe, in passing, the rule of faith concerning Christ which 
Justin delivered as necessary to salvation, and let him keep 
it in mind till a suitable time, when it may be of use.. But 
Trypho next asks, whether he who embraced at the pre- 
sent time this faith of Christ, and yet along with that faith 
retained also the observance of the ceremonial law of Moses, 
could be saved? “ But if,” says he", “there be even now 
any who desire to live in observance of the appomtments of 
Moses, and also believe in this the crucified Jesus, acknow- 
ledging that He is the Christ of God,” (such as you, Justin, 
just now described,) “and that it has been given to Him to 
judge all men absolutely, and that His kingdom is ever- 
lasting,” (as you have also asserted,) ‘can they also be 
saved?”? Before he answers this question, Justin in his turn 
puts a few inquiries to Trypho, respecting those Mosaic cere- 
monies which could or could not be observed now since the 
destruction of the temple of Jerusalem. After the solution 
of these, Trypho repeats his question, and asks again *, 
whether one, who holds the faith in Christ, described above, 
and yet desires to observe such of the legal ceremonies 


u [édy d¢ tes Kal viv Civ BovAwyTan 
puadocorres TA Sid Mwoews SiaraxoevTa, 
Kad motevowow em) ToUTOY TOY oTaUpw- 
bvra Inoody, emvyvoytes 871 adtds ear 
6 Xpisrds Tod Gcod, kal ad7g 5éBorat To 
kpivar mavras imAds, ar adrod early 7 


aidvios BactAcla, Svvavrat Kal avto) cw- 
Ojvat; érvvOdverd wov.—Ibid. p. 141.] 
* [nal 6 Tpipwr médrw, edy Sé TIS, 
eldws Ott TadTa oUTws Exel, pmeTa TOU 
Kal TodToy clvat Toy Xprordv enlarucOa 
dnAovétt, kal memiorevkevat Kad mel- 


OHAP. II.” 


§ 14 


[62] 


JUDGMENT 
OF THE 
CATHOLIO 
CHURCH. 


ie / 
EK TAVTOS. 


[63] 


23: 


48 Opinions of early Christians as to those who Judaized. - 


of Moses as may still be observed, can be saved? And at 
last Justin answers in these words’; “As it seems to me, 
Trypho, I say that such a man will be saved, if he do not 
earnestly ' strive to persuade the rest of men,—those, I mean, 
who from among the Gentiles have been circumcised from 
their error through Christ,—to keep the same ceremonies 
as himself, saying that they shall not be saved, unless they 
keep them.” From the words used by Justin, “as it seems to 
me,” Trypho raised a new question”; “Are there then any,” 
he asks, “‘ who say, that men of this kind will not be saved?” 
No doubt it seemed to him a strange thing, that salvation 
should be denied by any Christian to such as embraced 
exactly the same creed with himself in all other respects, 
on the simple ground that they make it a point of conscience 
to observe a law which God had Himself enacted. But 
Justin answers?; “There are, Trypho; and who also do not 
venture to have part in society or in home with such: with 
whom I do not agree.” For those persons, no doubt, thought 
that after the gospel of Christ had been so long and so 
clearly promulgated, the Mosaic ceremonies were not only 
dead, but deadly. An opinion which Justin does not alto- 
gether deny, inasmuch as he concedes salvation not to 
Judaizing Christians indiscriminately, but only to such as, 
“through the infirmity of their judgment,” dua 7d acOevées 
THS yveuns, (as he afterwards says,) adhered to the rites of 
Moses. From all this, however, it becomes at length very > 
clear, that there were some Jews in the time of Justin, who 
combined with an observance of the ritual law of Moses the 
Catholic faith respecting Christ, (that, namely, by which we 
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, who existed 
before all created things, and at a predetermined time 
was incarnate, and was made man of the Virgin for the 
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Salvation of mankind, &c.,) but yet did not impose the né- onsp. 1 


cessity of observing that law on other Christians, on those, 
that is, who were of the Gentiles. Now who, I ask, were 
these? Surely none other than the Nazarenes, or Christians 
of Jerusalem, who, in the time of Justin, had not very long 
been beudched from their country by Adrian. And this was 
written of the Nazarenes by Justin, who, after some further 
observations in the same dialogue, incidentally touches on 
the doctrine of the Ebionites also, as will be shewn after- 
wards’, when we come to the arguments of Episcopius. 

15. My second testimony shall be taken from the sixth 
book of the Apostolical Constitutions; in the 10th chapter 
of which, the author enumerates the tenets of those here- 
tics who disturbed the very Church of the Apostles; now 
the Cerinthians and Ebionites are particularly touched on 
at the end of the chapter, where he notes thosé who 
taught, “that it is needful to be circumcised according to 
the law; and to believe in Jesus, as a holy man and a 
prophet*.” Then, in chapter 11, he sets forth the preaching 
of the Apostles in opposition to all the heretics, whose wild 
doctrines he had previously mentioned. And in that place 
at the end of the chapter, he sets forth the Catholic faith in 
opposition specially to Cerinthus and Ebion, in these words ¢; 
“We acknowledge the Christ not as a mere man, but as 
God the Word and Man, the Mediator between God and men, 
the High-priest of the Father; nor yet, with the Jews, do 
we circumcise-ourselves.” Then, in the chapter which imme- 
diately follows, he goes on to speak against others, who were 
of opinion that they ought to observe the Mosaic ritual. The 
title of the chapter is °, “Against such as confess, but yet wish 
to Judaize ;” i.e. against those, who while in other respects 
they embraced the Catholic faith as it had been set forth in 
the chapter just preceding, and specially confessed that part 
of it, which was rehearsed at the conclusion of the chapter, 
namely, that Christ is God and Man; yet thus far held with 

b This argument derived from 4 rdv Xpiotdy od YiArov avépwmov 
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50  Theodoret’s and Epiphanius’ statements about the 


the Jews, and differed from the rest of the Christians, that 
they adhered, even yet, to the ceremonial law of Moses. 
Who, however, can doubt, that these “ who confess, and 
yet wish to Judaize,” were the very Nazarenes themselves ? 
For we have already heard Jerome attesting, almost 1n the 
same words, of the Nazarenes, that they acknowledged that 
Son of God in whom we also believe: but, while they wished 
to be both Jews and Christians, they were neither Jews nor 
Christians. We should, indeed, in vain seek for any others. 
than the Nazarenes, with whom that description of the 
Pseudo-Clement would agree *. ; 

16. The authority of Theodoret alone, a writer of a later 
age, is insufficient to counterbalance these testimonies of 
the ancients, so numerous and so weighty; he affirms &, 
that the Nazarenes “honoured Christ merely as a righteous 
man.” For as to Epiphanius, although, Heresy xxix. chap. 1”, 
he joins the Nazarenes with the Cerinthians as holding the 
same opinions (ouodcfous), yet, in chapter 7‘ of the same 
Heresy, he candidly confesses, that he had not at all ascer- 
tained what the Nazarenes thought concerning Christ ; 
whether, that is, they followed the heresy of Cerinthus, or 
the Catholic view. For in the-same passage he thus writes 
of them; ‘ But concerning Christ I am unable to say, 
whether they also hold Him to be a mere man, carried away 
by the impious principles of those who have been already 
mentioned, Cerinthus and Merinthus; or maintain, accord- 
ing to the truth, that He was born of the Virgin Mary 
through the Holy Ghost.” So that it is clear, that the 
doctrines of the Nazarenes were but little understood by 
Epiphanius. And what he had inconsiderately said before, 
that the opinions of the Cerinthians and the Nazarenes were 


f Read a defence of this statement ore aité 7d dvoua Tod "Inood, &dAAd 
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Nafwpatwy. “They were contemporary 
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did not call themselves from the name 
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Jesus, but Nazarenes.”—B. | 
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similar, (6401a ta povijpara,) Theodoret, who wrote after 
him, evidently caught hold of, and from that stated, that the 
Nazarenes, equally with the Cerinthians, honoured Christ 
merely as a righteous man. Epiphanius, it is true, Heresy 
xxx. 2, states, that the Nazarenes and the Ebionites had 
laid their heads together, and communicated to each other 
their wicked opinions. And it seems not improbable, that 
the Nazarenes of after-times, when they had been long 
rejected, and despised by almost all other Catholic Christians, 
had formed a kind of familiarity with the Ebionites, owing 
to their observing the Mosaic ritual in common; and that 
some of them were thereby at last contaminated with their 
heresy. And, probably, of the number of these degenerate 
Ebionites, were they who were called the lesser Ebionites, of 
whom no one, so far as I am aware, has made mention 
before Origen. Be this as it may, the clear testimonies of 
the ancients, which we just now adduced, place it beyond a 
doubt that, long after the siege of the Jews in the reign of 
Adrian, nay, up to the time of Jerome and Augustine at 
least, there were Nazarenes who maintained unimpaired the 
faith of the primitive Nazarenes, or of the primitive Christian 
Church of the circumcision at Jerusalem; in other words, 
believed that Christ was God at the same time that they 
observed the law. 

17. Now from all this it is at length abundantly clear, how 
utterly vain is the labour, which the author of the Jrenicum 
has bestowed: in whitewashing the execrable heresy of the 
Ebionites, and in putting it forward as the doctrine which the 
Apostles themselves had delivered to the primitive Christians 
of Jerusalem, or Nazarenes. It is unnecessary, therefore, to 
contend much with that sophist, about the name of Ebion and 
the origin of it. Inasmuch, however, as I observe that there 

_are some learned and orthodox men, who so far agree with 
him, as to deny that there ever lived an heresiarch who bore 
the name of Ebion ; and that the appellation, Ebionites, was 
originally applied only by way of reproach to those Jewish 
Christians, who held low and abject views concerning Christ; 
we shall add a short statement on this question likewise. 
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lian, who is almost the most ancient writer on heresies that 
we now have, in a passage which we have already quoted in 
this chapter. With Tertullian agree Philastrius, Jerome, in 
the 8th chapter of his work Against the Luciferians, Epi- 
phanius, Heresy xxx., and Ruffinus On the Creed, near the 
end, with other authors. Nor is that an-objection to this view, 
which most writers have observed, that the word Ebion in 
Hebrew, means poor or needy. For no other inference can 
be drawn from that circumstance, than that the name of 
Ebion and his opinion and notion respecting Christ agreed 
very well together; just as we read in Holy Scripture 
about Nabal, 1 Sam. xxv. 25, “As his name is, so is he; 
Nabal [#.e. fool] is his name, and folly is with him.” 
Indeed, similar allusions to the names of heresiarchs fre- 
quently occur in ecclesiastical writers. Thus, Eusebius, of 
the Manichees, Hccl. Hist. vii. 31, says*;.“ At this time, 
also, he who was maniac in mind, and named [Manes] from 
his insane heresy, armed himself with the perversion of 


_} Aoycpod. reasoning '; the devil himself, even Satan the adversary of 
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God, having put the man forward for the ruin of many.” In 
like manner, Gregory Nazianzen says of Arius, Oration xx.; 
“Arius, who received his name from his madness, thoroughly 
shook and destroyed a great part of the Church.” On this 
passage of Nazianzen Nicetas observes; “ Arius was so 
called awd rod dpews, that is, from Ares [Mars], a most 
warlike and furious demon.” Accordingly, the followers of 
Arius were constantly designated ’Apvopavira, Ariomanites, 
by Athanasius and others. And I could produce many 
instances of this kind, if it seemed worth while. But our 
opinion is exactly expressed and confirmed by Epiphanius, 
Heresy xxx. 17™, who writes thus about the name of Ebion 5 
“For Ebion, when translated from the Hebrew into the 
Greek tongue, means poor (arwyés), for he was poor indeed, 
both in his understanding, and in his hope, and in his work, 
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mero" tod datuovos attod Simrov tod 


* Ccoudxov Sarava emt Avun moAAGY Tov 


dySpa mpoBeBanuevov. 
"Apcios, ...6 TAS wavlas emodvupos, 


Td moAv Tis éxxAnolas didcewe nar 
d:épOerper.—[Orat. xliii, 30, p- 794.] 

™ °EBiav yap exer aad EBpaixas els 
CAAA Hwviy tiv épunvelay TTOXOS" 
TT@XdS yap Gs GAnPas Kal TH diavola, 
kai TH €Amld, Kal TE eyo, Xpiotdy 
avbpwmov waAdv vouloas, cal oftws ep 


Origen’s statement to the contrary considered. 53 


holding Christ to be a mere man, and thus in poverty of CHAP. 11, 


faith had his hope in Him.” After a few words more, he 
adds ; ‘ But being so really by nature, he was called Ebion: 
the poor and miserable man having, I conceive, received that 
name prophetically from his father and his mother.” 

18. Accordingly, at first they only were called Ebionites, 
who were followers of the heresiarch Ebion, and embraced 
both his doctrines—as well that on the necessity of obsery- 
ing the Mosaic rites, as on the simple humanity of Christ. 
But afterwards, i.e. about the middle of the third century, 
as we are informed on the single authority of Origen, those 
persons were by some called Ebionites, who from among the 
Jews professed Christianity together with the observance of 
the law. In his second book against Celsus, near the be- 
ginning, he writes thus"; “Those whosoever from! among 
the Jews believe in Jesus, have not deserted the law of their 
fathers: for they live according to it, and have been named 
from the poverty of the law, according to their [literal] 
acceptance of it°;—for a poor man is, by the Jews, called 
Ebion ; and those from among the Jews, who have em- 
braced Jesus as Christ, are called Ebionites.” This, I repeat, 
no one, so far as I am aware, has asserted either before 
or after Origen. It may, however, not incorrectly be ob- 
served from this very passage of Origen, that those who 
were then called Ebionites in that wider sense, were yet not 
so called from entertaining, with the earliest and proper 
Ebionites, low and abject views concerning Christ; (for we 
have fully proved, that not all the Jews who believed in 
Jesus, and still observed the law, held such views concerning 
Him ;) but “on account of the poverty of the law” (Sia tHv 
mtT@xelav Tod vomov), to which they all adhered; in other words, 
because they still valued highly and scrupulously observed, 
- what St. Paul calls, “the weak and beggarly elements” [of the 


xelas TOO vomou ‘yeyernucvot. "EBlwv Te 


atwxelg miatews THv eAmlda ep) avTod 
yop 6 mTwxXOs mapa “lovdalois Kadir 


KEKTNMEVOS.. +. "AAA hice TH OvTL 


"EBlov éxadeiro, kata mpopyretay, oluat, 
6 wrwxos Kal TdAas TI dvoua ex maTpds 
abrod Kal unTpos avrod KexAnpwmevos.— 
[p. 141.] 

U of amd “lovdalwy eis Tov "Incody 
motevovtes ov KaTaAeAolmact TOY md- 
rptov vduov. Biovor yap Kar’ avroy, 
emdvunor THS KaTa Thy exdoxi)y mrw- 


Kal “EBiwvaio: xpnuatifovow of dard 
*Jovdalwy Tov "Inoodv, as Xpiotdy, Tapa- 
detduevor.—[p. 385.] 

° [kata thy éxdoxhv. These words 
are omitted in the Latin version, 
used and cited, as well as the Greek, 
by Bp. Bull, and are not noticed in 
his observations. ] 


§ 17,18. 
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54 Origen also states that the Ebionites erred respecting Christ. 


surement law], (ta doOevn Kai wIwy¥a orovyeia’). In another passage, 
caanorrg However, in his Commentary on Matthew ?, where Origen is 
cuurcH. speaking of the Ebionites, so called in the stricter sense, 
1 Gal. iy.9. those, that is, who did not acknowledge “the doctrine of the 
divinity of Christ,” (7nv mept Xptorod Oeoroylav,) he says, 
that they “were poor in their belief concerning Jesus,” 
(rrmyevovtas mep) thy eis “Inootyv mictw.) Thus have we 
enlarged, somewhat fully indeed, as our subject required, on 
the heretics, who, in the first age of Christianity, denied our 
Lord’s divinity. Our account of those who maintained the 
same heresy in the two following centuries, we shall, if it 

please God, despatch with greater brevity and less trouble. 


P Pp. 427, 428. edit. Huet. [tom, xvi. 12. vol. iii. p. 784.] 


CHAPTER III. 26 


ON THOSE WHO IN THE SECOND AND THIRD CENTURIES DENIED THE TRUE 
DIVINITY OF JESUS CHRIST. 


1. IN the reign of the Emperor Severus, about the year of 
Christ 190, one Theodotus of Byzantium, surnamed from the 
employment which he pursued, 6 cxuteds, “the Tanner,” had 
the boldness openly to maintain and affirm the deadly doc- 
trine of the Ebionites. By Caius the presbyter, or some other 
ancient writer, cited by Eusebius, Eccl. Hist. v. 28, this man 
is called* “the chief and father of the God-denying apostasy, 
who first asserted that Christ was a mere man.” He however 
meant, as I suppose, that he was the first to assert that 
doctrine amongst such as were simply Christians’, 7.e. Chris- ' mere 
tians of the Gentiles; since the earlier defenders of that ee a 
blasphemy for the most part maintained Judaism under the [71] 
profession of Christianity, and therefore were to be ac- 
counted members of the synagogue rather than of the 
Church, and to be regarded more as Jews than Christians, or, 
at all events, as something between the two. Accordingly, 
by others also of the ancients, as we shall hereafter shew, the 
Ebionites were thrown into the catalogue of Jewish heresies, 
and distinguished from the heretics who arose in the Christian 
Church. But of this Theodotus and his heresy, Tertullian, in 
his work De Prescript. adv. Heres. c. 53, speaks thus; “ Be- 
sides these, there was Theodotus of Byzantium, who after 
“he had been seized for the name of Christ, and had denied 
Him, ceased not to blaspheme against Christ. For he intro- 
duced a doctrine in which he asserted that Christ was merely 
man, and denied Him to be God; that He was born indeed 

2 roy apxnyov Kat marépa THis dpynot- comprehensus negavit, in Christum 
oéov droctacias, mpeTov cimévra YArAdv blasphemare non destitit. Doctrinam 
&vOpwrov Tov Xpirrdv. enim introduxit, qua Christum homi- 


b Accedit his Theodotus Byzantius, nem tantummodo diceret, Deum au- 
qui posteaquam Christi pro nomine tem illum negaret; ex Spiritu quidem 
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56 The deniers of our Lord’s Divinity excommunicated ; 


of a Virgin by the Holy Ghost, but yet a mere and bare man, 
possessing no prerogative beyond other men, but simply that 
of righteousness.” The same is said of him by Epiphanius, 
Heresy liv., by Augustine, On Heresies, c. 33, and by nearly 
every other writer on heresies. A sentence of anathema, 
however, was issued against this impious teacher by Victor, 
Bishop of Rome, according to the testimony of the before- 


‘mentioned Caius, as given by Eusebius in the passage which 


we just now referred to. 

2. In that place the same Caius also narrates a remarkable 
story, which, as it is very apposite to my subject, I will not 
hesitate to relate here®; “I will recall,” he says, “to the 
memory of many of our brethren an event which has hap- 
pened in our own time; which, if it had occurred in Sodom, 
might haply, I think, have led even them to repentance’. 
There was a certain man, Natalis by name, a confessor, who 
lived, not in old time, but in our own days. He was at 
one time led astray by Asclepiodotus, and a certain other 
person, Theodotus, a banker. Both these were disciples of 
Theodotus the tanner, who was the first that was removed 
from the communion of the Church for this sentiment’, or 
rather senselessness*, by Victor, as I said, the then Bishop. 
Natalis was prevailed on by them to be elected bishop of 
this heresy, in consideration of a salary, so that he was to 
receive of them a hundred and fifty denarii a month. Having 
then joined himself with them, he was often in dreams admo- 


‘nished by the Lord. For our merciful God and Lord Jesus 


Christ was not willing that he who had been a witness‘ to His 
own sufferings should be put out of the pale of the Church and 


Sancto natum ex Virgine, sed homi- 4€ obra dupe @coddéTov Tot okuTéws ha- 


Ona, Tod mpdrov én) Tat TH ppovicet, 


alia pree ceeteris, nisi sola justitia 
auctoritate.—pag. 223. [But see note 8, 
page 25.—B.] 

¢ [The Greek of this extract is not 
given by Bp. Bull; it has, however, 
been followed in the translation, and 
is cited here trou how yoov moAovs 
TOY adeApar mparypwa ep Tay yevdue- 
vou" 0 vouiCw Bre el ev Sodduors eyeydvet, 


TUXoY dv kaicelvous evoudernoe, NardAtos 


oa tls poroyntis ov wdAal, GAA? emt 
TOV wer epay yevomevos Kaupdy: odTos 
iymarnon mwoTe vmrd “AgkAnmoddstov Kar 


Etépov OeoddTou Tivds TpameClrov' Foay 


biddoy de appoobyn, depopia BevTos THs 
Koweovias td Bleropos & @S Epny TOD Tére 
émiakomou" dverretoOn 8 6 Nardauos bw 

abray én) oaraptes énlokoros KAnpoony a 
TAVTNS THs aipérews, Bore Aa Bdvew 
map’ avT@y poviciia. Snvdpia €xurov qmey- 
ThKOvT a, yevSpevos obv abv avrors, oe 
épapdr oy TOAAGKIS évouGeretto td Tob 
Kupiov, 6 yp eam Aayxvos cds Kal Kd- 
pios nusy "Inoovs Xpiotés, ovK éBovAero 
a) exxAnotas yevduevor, dor oat bap 
Tupa TAY ilev wader, eel 5¢ paduudre- 
pov Tots opduace Tpooetyxe, dereatouevos 
TH TE Top avrots mporoKabedpia, kal rH 


the history of Natalis in evidence of this, 57 


perish. But when Natalis was slow to give heed to the dreams, 
being beguiled by the chief place [which he held] among 
them, by that which destroys so very many, filthy lucre, he 
was at last scourged by holy angels, being grievously buffeted! 
through the whole night, so that in the morning he arose, 


CHAP. IIT. 
6 I-48, 


1 airiodeis. 


and having put on sackcloth, and besprinkled himself with ° 


ashes, he with much earnestness and many tears fell down 
before Zephyrinus, the bishop, prostrating himself under the 
feet, not only of the clergy, but of the laity also; and by his 
lamentations distressed* the compassionate Church of the 


2 oviyxéat.: 


merciful Christ: and after using much entreaty, and shew- . 


ing the weals of the stripes which he had received, he was 
with difficulty received back to communion.” So great, it 
seems, was the difficulty for a man, though in other respects 
he had done good service to Christianity, to be reconciled 
to the Church, after he had at any time fallen into that 


27 


_ dreadful heresy. With respect, however, to the repeated - 


visions in which the Lord Jesus himself is here said to have 
appeared, as the avenger of His own divine majesty, and to 
have chastised the madness of the fallen confessor, no man 
will easily reject them as fictions, who observes that it is the 
confessor himself who relates them, when solemnly doing 
penance in the church for his shameful fall, before many wit- 
nesses, to the greater part of whom, being still alive, the very 
trustworthy writer of this narrative made his appeal; and 
who moreover recollects that in writers of even the third 
-eentury, of the most approved credit, there are found not a 
few other examples of the same kind of visions. On this 
point the reader may consult the Dissertations on Cyprian, 
by the very learned Dodwell, Diss. iv. on Epist. viii. 

3. Not long after the beginning of the third century, there 
arose a reviver of the heresy of Theodotus, one Artemon or 
‘Artemas; against whom and his followers Caius, or the 
ancient writer whom we have just quoted, wrote a learned 


mrelatous amohAvovcn alaxpoxepdela, 
reAevratoyv tnd aylwv oyyéAwy euarti- 
yhOn, 5¢ BANS Tis vUKTOS Ov GpLKpas 
ainicbels’ Gore Ewhey ayacTivat, Kal 
evdvaduevoy cdxoy, Kal omoddy, Kara 
rrardwevov, meTe TOAATS TmoVvd7s wal ba- 
Kpiwy mpoorecciv Lepupivy TE emio6- 
mw, KvAiWpevoy brd Tos 7d5as Ov pdvoy 


Tov ev TE KANpw, GAAG Kad TAY AaiKav" 
ovyxéa Te Tots Sdepvor Ty evoTAay- 
xvov éxxanolay Tod éAerpuovos Xpicrod" 
TOAAH Te TH Senoes xpnoduevey, deltavrd 
TE TOUS pbAwWTAS wY EiAper TANYOr, 
HoAts KoiwwynOqver.—Ap. Huseb. i. H. 
vy. 28.] 
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58 The arguments brought against the Artemonites shew that 


treatise, as Eusebius states in the forementioned passage, 
Eccl. Hist. v., in the last chapter. In this treatise, as 
Eusebius states, the author writes thus, word for word, of 
the Artemonites¢; “They affirm that all who lived before 
us’, and the Apostles themselves, both received and taught 
what they now assert; and that the truth of this preach- 
ing was preserved until the times of Victor, who was the 
thirteenth bishop at Rome after Peter; but that from the time 
of his successor, Zephyrinus, the truth had been corrupted’. 
And perhaps this statement of theirs might have been 
plausible*, were it not that in the first place the Holy Scrip- 
tures are opposed to them; and there are also writings of 
certain brethren, prior to the times of Victor, which they 
composed in defence of the truth both against the heathen 
and against the heretics of that day: I mean, Justin, and 
Miltiades, and Tatian, and Clement, and several others, in 
all of which the divinity of Christ is taught‘. For who is 
ignorant of the writings of Irenzeus, and Melito, and others, 
which declare that Christ is God and man? Such psalms 
also and hymns of the brethren®, as were written from the 
beginning by the faithful, celebrate Christ the Word of 
God, ascribing to Him divinity ®, How, then, since the 
mind of the Church has been declared for so many years, is 
it possible that up to the time of Victor they should have 


publicly taught as these allege ? 


4 pac yap Tobs wiv mporépous s&may- 
Tas Kal abrovs ToUs Groat dAoUs TapELAn- 
pea re nad Sedidaxévar Tatra, & vor 
obror A€your Kal rernphoba Thy aAyj- 
Geiay Tod knpvyuaros wexp) TY BikTopos 
Xpovev,ds iv tprcxadécaros dard Tlérpov 
ev ‘Pain emlonomos: dd 8 Tod diaddx0u 
aitod Zepuplyov, mapaxexapdx0a. Thy 
GAndeay. Fv © dy tvxdv méavoy Td 
Acyomevor, el wh MpOtov wey dvrémmroy 
adrois a Berar ypapat ka dderAday dé 
Twwy éeo7) ypduuata mpecBiTepa TaeY 
Birropos xpdvey, & éxetvor mpds ra LOvn 
brép tis dAnGelas, Kad mpos Tas TéTE 
aipeoers eypapay’ Agyw d loverivov kad 
MiaAriddov xa Tariavod ra) KAjmerros 
al érépwy tredvav, ev ols &ract Peodo- 
yeirat 6 Xpicrds. 1d yap Eipnvatov re 
kad MeAltwvos Kal rv Aomey cls ayvoe? 
BiBria, Ocdv Kal kyOpwmoy KararyyéA- 
Aovta Tov Xpiordy; Wadruol 8k 8oor Kad 
@bdal ddedApay dm dpyfs tad moréev 


How are they not ashamed 


ypapeiom, Tov Adyov Tod cod Tdv 
Xpiotdv duvotar Veoroyodvres ; ws obv 
€k ToCOUTwY eTaY KaTaryyedAAopevov Tod 
ExkAnoiacrixodD ppovhuaros, evdéxerat 
Tovs expt BikTopos obtws &s obTOL Aé- 
Youot kexnpuxevar; Bs dt odk aldoovran 
Tadra Bltopos karapevderbar ; dxpiBas 
eidéres, bt1 Bletwp Toy oxvtéa @eddorToy 
Tov &pxnyov Kal marépa tairns ris ap- 
ynoWéov amootactas, Gamexnpuke Tis tor- 
vevias, mp@rov eimdyta WiAdy ty Opwmoy 
Tov Xpiordy. ei yap Bletwp kat’ adrods 
ottws edpdver bs h TovTwy diddoKe 
Bracpnula, mos av dméBadaAe @cddoroy 
TOV THs aipécews TavTns ebperhy:-— 
Kuseb. E. TT. Vv. 28 | kK hid 

® See Pliny’s Epistle, x. 97, to the 
Emperor Trajan, and my own re. 
marks on this passage of Caius in 
my Defence of the Nicene Creed, iii. 
2. 5. [p.408.] : 


the Divinity of our Lord was always taught. Case of Beryllus. 59 


to make these false assertions about? Victor, well knowing, as 
they do, that it was Victor who excommunicated Theodotus 
the tanner, the chief author and father of this God-denying 
heresy, who first asserted that Christ was a mere man? 
For if Victor entertained, as they say, sentiments such as 
their blasphemy teaches, how could he have cast out [from 
the pale of the Church] Theodotus, the discoverer of this 
heresy?” This remarkable fragment of the learned author 
I have the more willingly transcribed entire from Eusebius, 
that all persons may see the extreme shamelessness of the 
author of the Irenicum, when he appeals to the Artemonites, 
as the most trustworthy witnesses of the Apostolic tradition. 
For from this statement it is clear that they were themselves 
convicted of a most manifest falsehood, which had not the 
slightest semblance of truth. And what is more, I venture 
to say that this one paragraph of the venerable author, duly 
weighed, is sufficient to refute all the impious figments which 
are accumulated in the Jrenicum. But-what is most of all to 
our purpose is the fact, that these Artemonites were expelled 
from the congregation of the faithful, and had nothing in 
common with the Catholic Church of Christ; as is evident 
from the words of the fathers of Antioch about Paul of Samo- 
sata, just then excommunicated ; they say in their Synodical 
Epistle‘; “Let him despatch a letter to Artemas, and let 
such as think with Artemas communicate with him.” 

4, Not long afterwards, in the same century, Beryllus, 
Bishop of Bostra in Arabia, (as Eusebius relates, Eccl. Hist. 
vi. 338,) “ perverting the rule of the Church, endeavoured to 
introduce certain novelties, alien to the faith; being so bold 
as to affirm that our Saviour and Lord did not previously 
subsist in personality proper to Himself’, before His sojourn- 
ing among men,—nay, nor even had any divinity of His own, 
but only that of the Father residing within’ Him.” From 
this statement of Eusebius one may conjecture that Beryllus 


had been approaching to the 


£ rg 5k ’"Apreud odTos emorehA€ETH, 
Kad of Ta’ ApTeua ppovodyres ToUTH Kol- 
t In Euseb. Heel. Hist. vii 
vevelrwoay.—In Kuseb. lec). Hist. vii. 
30, near the end, [p.363.] ; 
& coy ekkAnowaotiKdy TapeKTpeTwy 
xapdva, téva Twa THs Tha Tews MapErape- 


heresy of Noetus, which was 


pew ereipato’ Toy owThpa Kal Kvptoy 
hua Aéyew ToAuav wh mpoipeatdvas 
kat’ idiay ovotas meprypaphy mpd Tis eis 
avOpeémovs emidnutas, unde why OedryTa 
idiay exew, AN EurrodArrevoperny WTS 
Bovny Thy marpiKhy. — 
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60 Paul of Samosata. 


gonannr afterwards that of Sabellius. Yet Jerome, whose words I shall. 
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presently quote, mentions nothing of this kind of him. But, 
at all events, many bishops met in synod against him, no 
doubt with the intention of removing him from communion 
as a man convicted of heresy. Being, however, convinced of 
his error by Origen, who was present at the synod, he was 
subdued, and yielded to the truth, and returned to his former 
sound opinion, as Eusebius attests in the same passage. Je- 
rome’s statement respecting him, in his work on Ecclesiastical 
‘Writers, c. 714, is to this effect ; “ Beryllus, bishop of Bostra 
in Arabia, after ruling his Church for some time with great 
reputation, fell at last into the heresy which denies Christ’s 
existence before His incarnation; was refuted by Origen ; 
wrote several short works, and particularly epistles, wherein 
he expresses his gratitude to Origen, &c.” 

5. About the year of Christ 260, the notorious Paul, de- 
signated Samosatenus, from Samosata, the place of his birth, 
and Antiochenus, from his episcopal see, resuscitated the 
heresy of the Artemonites. For (according to Eusebius, Eccl. 
Hist. vii. 27*) he entertained opinions “ concerning Christ, 
which were low and grovelling, contrary to the doctrine of 
the Church, as if He were in His nature only an ordinary 
man,” Athanasius, however, writes of him as follows in his 
treatise on the coming of the Saviour’; ‘‘ The Samosatene con- 
fesses God [born] of the Virgin; God seen out of Nazareth ; 
who also had from that point the beginning of His existence, 
and received the beginning of His kingdom; and he con- 
fesses in Him the energising Word from heaven, and Wis- 
dom ; that He existed, indeed, by foreappointment’ before 
the worlds; but in actual existence was manifested out of 


h [The heresy described by Eusebius 
was the denial of the real personal 
existence of the Son before His inear- 
nation, as Jerome describes it.] 

i Beryllus Arabize Bostrenus episco- 
pus, cum aliquanto tempore gloriose 
rexisset ecclesiam, ad extremum lap- 
sus in heresin, que Christum ante 
incarnationem negat, ab Origene cor- 
rectus, scripsit varia opuscula, et max- 
ime KEpistolas, in quibus Origeni 
gratias agit, &¢.—[e. 60. p. 885. ] 

* [rovrou 58] tamed Kad xapaumer7® 


mep) TOU Xptotod Tapa Thy exKkAnoiaori- 
kny didacKkarlav, &s kowod thy diow 
ayOpétov yevouevov. : 

1 [TladAos] 6 Sapocareds @cdy ex 
THs TapBévov buodorye?, Ody ex Natapir 
opbévta, kal évredOey THs imdptews Thy 
apxiy eoxndra, Kal epxrv Bacidctas 
mapeiAnpdta Adyov Se evepydy ef odpa- 
vou kal coplay éy ait@ duoroyel, TE 
Mev Tpoopiap@ mpd aidvwy bvTa, TH dé 
umdpter ex Nagaptr dvaderybévta.— 
Page 635. ed. Paris. 1627. [contra 
Apollin, ii. 3, vol.i. p, 942.] 


heresy was the denial of our Lord’s Divinity. 61 


Nazareth.” Here, by the Word which was in Christ, Paul omar. m. 
by no means understood the person of the Word, or Son of _ ne 
God; for no such Word as this did he acknowledge, but 
only a kind of divine power and energy, by which He was 
conceived in the Virgin’s womb, and which afterwards con- 
stantly operated im Him. It was only in this way that he [77] 
thought that Christ was conceived by the Holy Ghost, (since 
he did not acknowledge any Holy Ghost as a divine Person,) 
and on this account he believed that.He was called God in 
the Scriptures. Touching the same Paul and his followers, 
_ Augustine, On Heresies, c. 44™, says ; “The Paulians, after 
Paul of Samosata, say that Christ did not always exist; on 
the contrary, they affirm that His beginning was from -the 
time of His birth of Mary: and they do not believe Him to 
be anything more than man. This heresy was broached 
aforetime by one Artemon; but, after having come to an 
end, it was renewed by Paul.” Let us, however, hear the 
testimony of the fathers of the Council of Antioch them- 
selves, who certainly best understood Paul’s doctrine. In 
their Synodical Epistle, given by Eusebius in the 30th chapter 
of the afore-cited book, they testify that Paul had denied 
“his God and Lord” (tov cov tov Eavtov Kai Kupuov) ; that 
is, he had disowned the divinity of our Lord and Saviour 
Christ. Again, shortly afterwards in the same Epistle they 
declare that he refused‘ to confess with [Catholics] that 
the Son of God had come down from heaven ” (rdv.vidv Tot 
cod cuvoporoyeiv é€E ovpavod KatednrvOéva) ; but said that 
Christ was “from beneath” (xarwGev). Lastly, in the same 
document, they expressly speak of him as one “who had 
betrayed the mystery [of the faith], and been initiated into 
the execrable heresy of Artemas” (rov éEopynodwevoy oO 
_ pvotnpiov, kal éurroumevovta TH wrapa aipécer tH ’Aptepd). 
Paul therefore entertained of Christ the same opinions as 
Artemas. 

6. But some ancient writers inform us, that the Samosa- 
tene defended this Jewish blasphemy, in order to gratify 
Zenobia, who at that time was empress in the East, and who [78] 


m Pauliani, a Paulo Samosateno, ampliusquam hominem putant. Ista 
Christum non semper fuisse dicunt, heresis aliquando cujusdam Artemo- 
sed ejus initium, ex quo de Maria nisfuit; sed cum defecisset, instaurata 
natus est, asseverant: neceum aliquid est a Paulo,—[vol. viii. p. 13.] 
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62 The examination and condemnation of Paul ; 


was either a Jewess, as Athanasius affirms”, or at least much 
inclined to the religion of the Jews. This is the statement 
of Chrysostom, Homily viii. on John, aud of Theodoret, Her. 
Fab. ii. 8. Even as some modern reproducers, both of the 
Samosatene and of the Arian sects among ourselves, insist 
on the complete suppression in the Church of the doctrine 
of Christ, as the coessential Son of God, and consequently of 
the consubstantiality of the Holy Trinity, that it may not 
any longer, forsooth, prove an obstacle to the conversion of 
the Jews and the Turks; that is to say, they wish us to cease 
from being Christians in reality, in order that those infidels 
may become Christians anyhow. 

7. Against this impious Paul, however, two synods of 
bishops were convened at Antioch. In the former indeed, 
which was held about the twelfth year of the reign of the 
emperor Gallienus, A.D. 265, the sophist escaped with impu- 
nity, having by his dissimulation deceived the bishops, as 
we gather from Eusebius, Eccl. Hist. vu. 28. In the latter 
synod, however, which was very numerously attended, and 
was held in the reign of Aurelian, about the year of our 
Lord 270, his heresy was laid open before all by Malchion, a 
presbyter and a man of very great learning, who was present 
at the synod, whereupon he was not only deposed from his 
episcopal throne, but also entirely prohibited from all com- 
munion with the Catholic Church. Of this synod Eusebius 
has transmitted to us the following brief account, in chap. 29 
of the book before mentioned®; “In this emperor’s time, 
(Aurelian’s,) a synod consisting of a very great number of 
bishops was assembled; and in it, Paul, the leader of this 
heresy at Antioch, having been detected and now clearly 
condemned by all of false doctrine, was excommunicated out 
of the whole Church under heaven, t7>5 dard tov ovpavov 
KaboruKns éKxKAnolas amoxnpitterat. And when he was 
seeking to escape being brought to account, he was con- 
victed mainly by Malchion, a man of great learning, &c¢.” 


" In Epist. ad Solit. p. 837. [§ 71. 
vol. i. p. 386.] 
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Now it is worthy of observation, with what emphasis and 
severity the holy fathers, in their Synodical Epistle, in- 
veigh both against the heresiarch himself and his heresy. 
They call him, “the man who denies his God” (rov @edp 
Tov éavTod dpvovpevov) ; “an apostate from the rule [of 
faith]” (amoctavta tod Kavdvos); and also, “one who sets 
himself in array against God” (dvtitaccdpevov TH Od). 
While they designate his doctrine, “the deadly doctrine” 
(tv Oavarnpopov SidacKkariav) ; “a God-denying evil” 
(apyncieov Kaxiav) ; “a polluted heresy”? (wsapav aipecw). 
From which it is manifest, that this great and sacred 
synod, and so the Catholic Church of that period, were 
altogether of opinion, that the doctrine of the true divinity 
of Christ was necessary to be known and believed in order 
to salvation. 

8. After Paul of Samosata, no one, so far as I remember, 
occurs in the ecclesiastical history of the third century, as 
opposing the doctrine of our Saviour’s divinity, except a man 
named Lucian, who also, on this account, suffered the sentence 
of excommunication. Of him the reader may see what I have 
written in my work, the Defence of the Nicene Creed, ii. 18. 8. 
[pp. 849—852.] 

9. But if some of the modern Arian party here object, 
that all the heretics, whom we have hitherto enumerated, 
denied the preexistence of Christ before [ His birth of] Mary; 
whereas the Arians not only acknowledge this doctrine, but 
even allow that-He existed before the worlds, it will follow 
that all these objections, however much they may affect the 
Socinians, have no relation whatever to the Arians—his 
objection is futile. For it is most plain, that the above- 
mentioned heretics were condemned by the Church, on a 
_ ground which was held by them in common with the Arians, 
namely, the denial that our Saviour is God. Let the reader 
look back at what we have observed in this chapter from 
ancient sources respecting Theodotus, Artemon, and Paul 
of Samosata, and he will see, that the heresy of all of them 
was regarded by the holy fathers as consisting in this— 
not that they considered Christ to be a creature lower than 
He really was, but that they absolutely laid down that He 
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was a mere created being, and did not acknowledge Him 
as very God. In a word, they were convicted and con- 
demned “for the God-denying heresy ” (ris apynovéou 
aipécews), as we have heard Caius say concerning Theodotus 
and Artemon, and the fathers of Antioch respecting Paul of 
Samosata. But surely the heresy of Arius was not less 
« God-denying” than theirs; nor was there so great a dif- 
ference between their opinion and that of Arius, as that 
the Church should judge the one to be tolerated, the other 
to be worthy of anathema. For by both Christ was deter- _ 
mined to be a mere created being; the difference between 
the two parties being only as to the time when He began 
to exist. 

10. Nevertheless, I must here repeat an observation which 
I have made elsewhere, that even the special opinions* which 
Arius held, I mean, about the Word having been produced 
from some definite beginning indeed, although before the 
worlds, and the difference of His essence from the nature 
of the supreme God, had been previously condemned by 
the Church in the case of those very. early heretics, the 
Gnostics. See, by all means, what we have advanced on 
this subject in our Defence of the Nicene Creed, ii. 1. 15. 
[p. 83.] and iii. 1. 15, 16. [p. 397, &c.] also, 10. 16. [p. 539.] 
Moreover, we must recall to mind the well-known history of 
Dionysius of Alexandria, who was falsely accused by the 
Sabellians before Dionysius of Rome, of the very same doc- 
trines as those which Arius afterwards maintained ; Dionysius 
of Rome, without delay, assembled a synod to consider the 
case; in it the doctrines were rejected by all as heretical; 
and Dionysius himself also, who was said to have maintained 
them, would without doubt have been condemned, if he 
had not in due time cleared himself by a letter from a most 
foul calumny. This history you may find fully laid open 
by us, in the Defence of the Nicene Creed, ii. 11. 2, &e, 
[pp. 804, &c.] 

Now from the lengthy discussions, which we have made in 
this and the chapter immediately preceding, it is as I sup- 
pose most evident to all, that the opinion, which denies that 
our Saviour is very God, was always held in the Catholic 
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Church of the first three centuries to be a most deadly heresy, 
nay, a detestable blasphemy ; and that those who maintained 
it were utterly rejected as impious teachers, and altogether 
aliens from the true and saving faith of Christ; so that one 
may naturally wonder by what colourmg or sophistry (for it 
is impossible for him to produce anything of solid argument 
against testimony so plain) Episcopius can maintain his 
assertion to the contrary. We will now proceed, however, 
to a more accurate examination of his allegations, such as 
they are. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


ON THE OREEDS OF THE PRIMITIVE CHURCH: AND FIKST, OF THE FIRST AND MOST 
ANCIENT CREED, AND THE EXPOSITIONS OF IT, WHICH ARB FOUND IN IRENUS 
AND TERTULLIAN. 


1. In order to prove his premiss,—that in the primitive 
Churches, which continued from the very times of the 
Apostles during at least three whole centuries, the belief and 
profession of that special Sonship of Jesus Christ, z.e. that by 
which He is determined to be the Son of God before all worlds 
and God of God, was not judged necessary for salvation, 
—FEpiscopius advances two arguments in all, the former of 
which is as follows*; “This,” he says, “is proved first of 
all by the creeds of the Churches, by which, as by notes 
and passwords, Christians were formerly distinguished from 
infidels, and as many as professed to believe them were 
inscribed and enrolled in the public list and register of 
Christians. For in these the belief and profession of this 
peculiar mode [of Sonship] is at no time and in no place 
found to have been either required or made. The most 
ancient creed, and that which was ordinarily used in the 
earliest administration of baptism from the very times of the 
Apostles, ran thus; ‘I believe in God the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost ;’ according, z.e. to the form which had 
been prescribed by Jesus Himself, ‘Go ye and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost.’ The statements! of this creed, which 
occur in various forms in ancient authors, for instance in 
Trenseus, i. 2 and 3, in Tertullian’s treatises On Prescrip- 
tion against Heresies, and On the Veiling of Virgins, &c., 
none of them contain the profession of this mode [of Sonship], 
much less declare the necessity of professing it. And yet 
Trenzeus says of the creed which he gives, that it is so complete 
that theological learning could add nothing to it, nor want of 

@ [Page 340. ] 
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learning take from it, Tertullian also says of his, “To know 
nothing beyond it, is to know everything, &c. (Nihil ultra 
scire, omnia scire est, &c.) The Apostles’ Creed itself, as it 
is called, though it is not clear at what time it was composed, 
was, I have not the least doubt, gradually and successively 
enlarged by the addition now of one and now of another 
article, as various heresies gave occasion. Yet, like the pre- 
ceding creeds, it was so carefully composed, that some, the 
Papists for instance, suppose (though incorrectly) that it was 
compiled by the Apostles themselves, each article having 
been expressed by an Apostle, and then the entire creed 


having been put together by one, with approbation [of all]: 


but be this as it may, it has been regarded by all Christian 
Churches,—though not perhaps in precisely the full form 
in which. we now read it, in the first three centuries, yet, 
at any rate, from the fourth century down to the present 
day,—as the undoubted, perfect, and Catholic rule of the 
Christian faith; this creed, I repeat, makes no mention at 
all of this peculiar mode of Sonship, but is content with this 
short form; ‘I believe in Jesus Christ, His only-begotten 
Son, our Lord.’ ” 

2. I answer, Ist, That an argument of this sort can be 
here of no avail. For since it has been abundantly proved 
from the testimonies adduced above, which are clearer than 
light, that the belief and profession of this particular mode 
of the Sonship of Jesus Christ was judged by the primitive 
Churches to be necessary to salvation, who will trust a man 
who endeavours to prove the opposite from this fact,—that 
the creeds which they used do not contain that belief and 
profession with sufficient explicitness? For my own part, 
I should suppose that the directly opposite conclusion ought 

to be drawn; namely, that inasmuch as from other sources it 
is clear enough, that the belief and profession of this mode 
[of Christ’s Sonship] was judged by the primitive Churches 
to be absolutely necessary to salvation, it must, therefore, 
be by all means concluded, that the said mode is contained 
with sufficient explicitness in the creeds, or confessions of 
faith, which those Churches used ; or, at any rate, was sup- 
posed by themselves to be contained [in them] with suffi- 
cient explicitness. And, indeed, it is well known, that the 
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was framed, were of opinion, that the doctrine respecting the 
true divinity of the Son was contained in the rule of faith ; 
in other words, in the creeds which were received in the 
Church in their own age. For Ireneus and Tertullian ex- 
pressly affirm, as we shall hereafter shew, that that doctrine 
unquestionably formed a part* of the rule of faith. Caius, 
also, as cited by Eusebius, Eccl. Hist. v. last chapter, says of 
the Artemonites, who denied that Christ was God, that 
“they set aside the rule of the ancient faith” (ricTEws 
Gpyaias xavéva nOeriKact). The Fathers of Antioch like- 
wise, in their Synodical Epistle, as given in Eusebius’ Eccles. 
Hist. vii. 30, called Paul of Samosata, as we have already 
observed, “one who had departed from the rule [of faith] ” 
(droctdvra Tod kavovos). This argument, therefore, of Epi- 
scopius, if it proves anything, only proves that the primitive 
Churches did not express with sufficient clearness in their 
creeds, that article, which [yet] they judged to be necessary. 
But, 2dly, there is no reason why any one should bring this 
charge against them. That this may be made clear, we will 
run through the creeds mentioned by Episcopius, following 


_ him step by step. 


angulo. 


3. “The most ancient [creed],”’ says he, “and that which 
was ordinarily used from the very times of the Apostles in 
the first administration of baptism, was this; ‘ I believe in 
God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.’” I answer, 
1, That this was never regarded as a full and perfect creed, 
such as comprehended all the necessary articles of the faith 
in express words; (that man indeed is not in his proper 
senses, who supposes that the whole of the Christian faith is 
shut up in so narrow a space’ ;) but only as a very brief and 
compendious confession of the primary article of the most 
Holy Trinity, to be made by the person about to be baptized, 
who had previously been taught the meaning of it more fully 
and plainly by his catechiser. 2. But yet in this creed, 
such as it is, the true divinity of the Son (as also that of the 
Holy Ghost) is at any rate so explicitly stated, that it is 
hardly possible to have it expressed more clearly in so small 
a compass of words. For, Ist, it is evident, that in the form 
“J believe in God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost,” 


expressed even in the simplest form of the Creed. 69 


the word “God” is referred to all Three, viz. the Father, the 


OHAP. IV. 
Son, and the Holy Ghost, in common’, Which is still more _5” 3: 
plainly expressed in the Greek, Ilioted@ eis tov Qed tov! ard 
Tlarépa, tov Tidv, cat 70” Ayrov Iveta. It was in this sense, “”°” 
certainly, that the ancients understood this brief confes- 
sion. Hence, Tertullian, Against Praxeas, chap. 13°, while 
setting forth the common faith of Christians respecting the ~ 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, says; “The Father [85] 


is God, and the Son is God, and the Holy Ghost is God, 
and each is God.” Cyprian, in like manner, in a letter to 
Jubaianus’, argues thus against the baptism of heretics ; 
“Tf any one could have been baptized among heretics, it 
follows that he might also have obtained remission of sins; 
if he has obtained remission of sins, he has also been 
sanctified, and made the temple of God. But I ask, Of what 
God? [If you say,] Of the Creator; he could not [be so]; 
for he has not believed in Him. If, Of Christ; neither 
could he have been made His temple, who denies that Christ 
is God. . If, Of the Holy Ghost; seeing that the Three are 
One, how can the Holy Ghost be at peace with him, who is 
an enemy either of the Son or of the Father?” Here he 
manifestly alludes to the form of confession respecting the 
most Holy Trinity, which used to be required of persons about 
to be baptized, that, I mean, wherein they professed that they 
believed in the Father as God, in the Son as God, and in the 
Holy Ghost as God, and that these Three are One God. The 
attentive reader will also observe by the way, that St. Cy- 
prian, in this passage, teaches most explicitly, that the article 
respecting the true divinity of Christ our Lord is absolutely 
necessary to be believed in order to salvation. For he says 
expressly, “He cannot become a temple of God,” (which 
surely is the same thing as if he had said, he cannot be 
saved,) “ who denies that Christ is God.” But to return to 
my subject. To myself it certainly appears, that in these 


b Bt Pater Deus, et Filius Deus, et 
Spiritus S. Deus, et Deus unusquis- 
que.—[p. 507.] } 

¢ Si baptizari quis apud hereticos 
 potuit, utique et remissam peccato- 
rum consequi potuit; si peccatorum 
remissam consecutus est, et sanctifica- 
tus est, et templum Dei factus est. 


Quero, Cujus Dei? si Creatoris; non 
potuit, quia in eum non credidit: Si 
Christi ; nec hujus fieri potuit tem- 
plum, qui negat Deum Christum: Si 
Spiritus Sancti ; cum tres unum sint, 
quomodo Spiritus S. placatus esse ei 
potest, qui aut Filii aut Patris inimi- 
cus est ?—[p. 133.] 
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70 In Baptism, the allegiance pledged to the Father, the Son, 


few words, “I oelieve in God, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost,” the great truth, that the Son and the Holy 
Ghost are one God with the Father, is, up to a certain point, 
more clearly expressed than in some fuller. creeds which 
were made subsequently. For, owing to the additional clauses 
after the words, “I believe in God the Father,” as well as 
what is added after the mention of the Son, without the 
word God being repeated in the articles on the Son and the 
Holy Ghost, it might have been thought, and by some per- 
sons actually has been thought, that the appellation God 
belonged only to the Father; altogether contrary to the 
mind and view of those, who framed those longer creeds. 

4, 2dly, In this form, the Son (as also the Holy Ghost) 
is jomed to the Father, as sharmg in supreme power, and 
partaking in that faith, honour, worship, and obedience, 
which the person to be baptized professes, vows, and pro- 
mises: now if any one thinks that this is suited to a mere 
man or any creature whatsoever, it must indeed be said, 
that he is altogether ignorant of what is. meant by the 
dreadful charge of idolatry. That this may appear in a clearer 
light, it should be especially observed, that in the primitive 
Church two things were required of the candidates’, im- 
mediately before their baptism; a renunciation of Satan 
(arorayn or amdrakis tod Latavd,) and an engagement of 
themselves to Christ (cuvtay) or ovvtakis mpos tov Xpe- 
o7év.) The renunciation was made in these (or similar) 
words ; “I renounce Satan, his works, his worship, &c.” 
After the renunciation immediately followed the engagement, 
in these words; “I believe in God, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost“. ‘Now inasmuch as the formula both — 
of renunciation and engagement was received in all the 
Churches of Christ in the first centuries, it cannot be 
doubted that it came from the Apostles themselves. As, 
however, those who came to baptism did, by this renun- 
ciation, entirely renounce the worship of the devil, and so of 
idols, and of all false gods; so by the engagement did they 
wholly bind themselves to the worship of the One true God, 
namely, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. This, 


- ee the Apestolical Constitutions, vii. 41, and Cyril of Jerusalem’s Catech 
yst. i. 
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indeed, is gathered not obscurely from the Dialogue, entitled 
Philopatris, written by Lucian, or some other, who, at any 
rate, was a contemporary, and of similar mind to him. In 
this work the writer, who was coeval with the first successors 
of the Apostles, and, though a heathen, well acquainted 
with Christian affairs, introduces in ridicule one Triephon, 
who acts the part of a Christian teacher and catechist, and 
communicates to a catechumen, among other things, the 
mystery of the most Holy Trinity. For on the catechumen 
inquiring ; “ By whom then shall I swear to you?” Triephon 
answers*; “ By the God, who reigns on high, great, im- 
mortal, celestial, the Son of the Father, the Spirit who pro- 


ceeds from the Father, One of! Three, and Three of? One:? 
believe these to be Jove, and esteem Him God.” From this 


testimony, I repeat, we may gather, that those who in that 


age came from heathenism to the Church of Christ, were 


absolutely bound to this,—to relinquish Jupiter and the 
other vain names and deities, which they had worshipped in 
their paganism, and thenceforward to devote and consecrate 
themselves entirely to the belief, worship, and obedience of 
the Triune God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 
as their one and only God. This remarkable passage the 
reader may find more fully explained, and abundantly vindi- 
cated from the cavils of Sandius, in my Defence of the 
Nicene Creed, u. 4. 11..[pp. 156—160.] Let this then 
suffice respecting the first and, what Episcopius designates, 
“the most ancient” of the creeds. 

5. Let us proceed to the statements * of the Creed, which 
are found in Irenzeus and Tertullian. ‘ None of them,” says 
Episcopius, “ contains a profession of this mode [of Sonship] ;” 
that is, in none of these expositions is anything contained, 
_which declares our Saviour to be the Son of God in any other 
mode than such as is consistent with His being a mere man, 
not having any existence before [His birth of] Mary. This 
statement, however, I assert, is so palpably untrue, that I am 
utterly at a loss to conceive with what judgment, good 
faith, or conscience, the learned writer could so confidently 
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72 The Creed as drawn out in St. Ireneus, involves the 


affirm it. I will begin with Ireneus. In chap. 1 of his 
first book ‘, he cursorily mentions “the canon,” or “rule of 
the truth,” (rév xavdva THs adnOeias,) which in his time every 
Christian “received by his baptism,” (6:a tod Bamtioparos 
elAnde.) This rule of faith he afterwards in various passages 
and various ways, though always in the same sense, states 
and sets forth. And a man is blinder than a mole, if he fails 
to see that in these expositions the divine Sonship of our 
Saviour is declared, in all indeed explicitly enough, but in 
some with the utmost explicitness. In chap. 2 of his first 
book, he states the rule of faith in the following words £ ; 
“ For the Church, though scattered through the whole world, 
even to the ends of the earth, yet having received from the 
Apostles and their disciples the belief m one God, the Father 
Almighty, who made the heaven and the earth and the seas, 
and all things that are therein ; and in one Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, who was incarnate for our salvation; and in the 
Holy Ghost, who through the prophets proclaimed ! the dis- 
pensations, and the advents *", and the birth of a virgin, and 
the passion, and the resurrection from the dead, and the 
receiving into heaven of the beloved Christ Jesus our Lord, 
in the flesh, and His coming from heaven in the glory of. 
the Father, in order to sum up all things*, and to raise up 
all the flesh of all mankind, that to Christ Jesus our Lord 
and God, and Saviour, and King, according to the good 
pleasure of the invisible Father, every knee should bow, of 
things in heaven and things in earth and things under the 
earth, and every tongue confess to Him, and that He may 
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& 7 pev yop exxanola, ralrep Kae? 
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aw, Kal 7d meBos, Kad ty eyepow ex 
vexpav, Kal tiv evoupKoy eis rods odpa- 
vous avdAnWw Tod iyyamrnuévov Xpicrod 
*Incod Tod kuptov judy, rat tv ex toy 
ovparay &v TH dd&y Tob Tlatpds mapov- 
giay avtov, ém 7d dvakedaradcacbar 
Ta mayTa, Kal dvacTthoa macay odpKa 
Taons dvOpwrdryros, iva Xpiotg@ Incod 
T@ Kupip judy, kal OG, Kad Cwript, 
kal Bactrdet, nard iy evdorlay too 
Tlarpds rod dopdrov, way rydvu Kady 
emoupavicy kal emvyelwy kad Karax6o- 
view, kal mioa yAdoou eLopmodoyianrat 
avTeé, Kab plow dikalay ev rots Tac1 
moujonrat.—t[e. 10. p. 48.] 

4 For adventum in the Latin, Grabe 
would read adventus, 
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execute upon’ all a righteous judgment.”” In this exposition 
of the ancient creed, the Catholic Church dispersed throughout 
the world is said to believe in Christ, as “the Son of God,  é. 
who was incarnate for our salvation,” (rdv évoapxobévra bmrép 

THs nweTépas cwtnpias,) which are almost the very words of 
the Creed of Constantinople, and, as we shall shew hereafter, 
were contained in the most ancient creed of the Eastern 
Church, which was more full. In these words, all, who are 
willing to see, will find it clearly intimated, that our Saviour, 
before He became man, existed and was the Son of God in 
a nature without flesh, and also that He took flesh or human 
nature, out of His good-will to the race of man, that is, in 
order that He might procure eternal salvation for us men‘. 
But what sort of incarnation of the Son of God was believed 
in by Irenzus, who has given us this exposition of the creed, 
no one can doubt, who has been ever so slightly acquainted 
with his writings. If any proof be needed, let the quotation 
of a single passage out of many suffice as a comment from 
book i. chap. 20* ; where in making a kind of recapitulation 
of what he had been previously discussing, he writes thus ; 
“* Since it has been manifestly shewn, that He who was in 
the beginning the Word existing with God, through whom all 
things were made, who also was ever present with the human 
race, did in the last times, according to the time predeter- 
mined by the Father, become united to His own creature, 
being made man capable of suffering, all gainsaying is pre- 
cluded of those who say, ‘If then Christ was at that time 
born, He had therefore no existence before.’ For we have 
shewn, that the Son of God, who was always in being 
with the Father, did not then begin to be; but that when 
He was ‘incarnate,’ and was made man, He summed up ” in ? recapitu- 
Himself the long series of mankind, affording salvation for ae 
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“i § "Incotds Xpiords, 5 Kupios, 6 ao- 
cas juds, @y pevy TO TP@TOY TYEduA, 
éyévero odpt. “Jesus Christ, the Lord 
who saved us, was at the first Spirit, 
and becameF lesh.”—Clement of Rome, 
Ep. ii. [§ 9. p. 188. This Epistle, 
however, is rejected by most critics 
ag spurious.—B. | ; ‘ 

k Ogtenso manifeste, quod in prin- 
cipio Verbum existens apud Deum, 
per quem omnia facta sunt, qui et 
semper aderat generi humano, hune 


in novissimis temporibus secundum 
preefinitum tempus a Patre, unitum 
suo plasmati, passibilem hominem 
factum, exclusa est omnis contradictio 
dicentium, Si ergo tunc natus est, non 
erat ergo ante Christus. Ostendimus 
enim, quia non tunc ccepit Filius Dei, 
existens semper apud Patrem, sed 
quando incarnatus est, et homo factus, 
longam hominum expositionem in 
seipso recapitulavit, in compendio 
nobis salutem preestans ; ut quod per- 
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74 Further expositions of the Creed in St. Ireneus ; illustrated 


us all at once; so that what we had lost in Adam, that is, 
the being after the image and likeness of God, this we might 
recover in Christ Jesus. For as it was not possible, that man, 
who had been once conquered and ruined by his disobedience, 
should re-create himself’ and obtain the reward ? of victory ; 
and again, [as] it was impossible, that he who had fallen under 
sin should gain salvation ; both were effected by the Son, who 


‘is the Word of God, who came down from the Father, and was 


incarnate, and humbled Himself even unto death, and per- 
fected the dispensation of our salvation.”” From this appears 
clearer than the light of noonday what Irenzeus means by 
“believing in the Son of God, who was incarnate for our 
salvation.” Moreover, in this exposition of the creed, of 
which we are now speaking, our Saviour is not only called 
“the Son of God,” but “God,” in express terms; a name, 
which, in the judgment of Irenzeus, ought not to be attributed 
absolutely [#,e. without expressed qualification] to any one, 
and in fact is not so attributed in the Holy Scriptures, 
especially those of the New Testament, to any one except 
to Him, who is really God. See particularly Irenzus, 
book iii. 6. 

6. But in other passages also Irenzus states and sets forth 
the rule of faith ; for instance, in booki. chap. 191, where the 
pre-existence of the Son, not merely before [His birth of] 
Mary, but also before all creatures,—and the creation of all 
things by Him, and that as by the Word, nowise external to 
God His Father, (as are all created beings, even the angels 
themselves,) but most intimate and co-essential with Him, is 
most clearly expressed. Here are his own words, reader, judge 
for yourself; “But since we hold ‘the rule of truth, i.e. 
that there is one God Almighty, who created and ordered * 
all things through His Word, and out of that, which was 
not, made all things to exist, as the Scripture saith, ‘ For 


dideramus in Adam, id est, secundum 
imaginem et similitudinem esse Dei, 
hoe in Christo Jesu reciperemus. Quia 
enim non erat possibile, eum homi- 
nem, qui semel victus fuerat et clisus 
per inobedientiam, replasmare, et ob- 
tinere bravium victorie ; iterum autem 
impossibile erat, ut salutem perciperet 
qui sub peceato ceciderat; utraque 
operatus est Filius, Verbum Dei ex- 


istens, a Patre descendens, et incar- 
natus, et usque ad mortem descendens, 
et dispensationem consummans salutis 
nostree.—[¢. 18. p. 209.] 

1 Cum-teneamus autem nos requ: 
lam veritatis, i.e. quia sit unus Deus 
omnipotens, qui omnia condidit per 
Verbum suum, et aptavit, et fecit ex 
eo quod non erat, ad hoc ut sint om- 
nia, quemadmodum Scriptura dicit, 


out of other places of his work; as shewing the same truth. 75 


by the Word of the Lord were the heavens made, and all the omar. rv. 
host of them by the breath [Spirit] of His mouth';? and _$ 5-7: 
again, ‘All things were made by Him, and without Him was ? (Psalm 
nothing made’*.’ Now from all things there is nothing * ona 
excepted ; but through Him did the Father make all things, * 
whether visible or invisible; whether objects of sense or 
objects of the understanding; whether things temporal for 
some dispensation *, or things everlasting and eternal ‘,— [by * propter 
Him, ] not by angels, nor by any powers cut off from His mind; ei 
for the God of all stands in need of nothing ; but. through tionem. 
His Word and Spirit making, and disposing, and governing, “° 
and giving being to all things, &.... Holding then this 
rule, though their statements are very various and many, we 
prove without difficulty that they have deviated from the 
truth.” The reader should by all means consult those 
passages of Irenzeus akin to this, which we have adduced in 
the Defence of the Nicene Creed, ii. 5. 7. [pp. 172, &c.] 

7. To these may, if you please, be further added a third 
exposition of the primitive ereed, given by Irenzeus, iii. 4, 
where, wishing to shew that the tradition of the truth is to 
be sought not in the conventicles of heretics, but in the 
Catholic Church, he writes thus™; “ But what if the Apostles 
even had not left the Scriptures to us, would it not have 
been our duty to follow the order of the tradition, which they 
‘delivered to those to whom they committed the Churches? 
To this appointment many nations of those barbarians, who be- 
lieve in Christ, give their assent; having salvation written in 
their hearts by the Spirit without paper and ink, and care- 
fully guarding the ancient tradition, believing in one God, the 


+ [92] 


Verbo enim Domini ceeli firmati sunt, 
et Spiritu oris ejus omnis virtus eorum; 
et iterum, Omnia per ipsum facta 
sunt, et sine ipso factum est nihil : ex 
omnibus autem nihil subtractum est, 
sed omnia per ipsum fecit Pater, sive 
visibilia, sive invisibilia, sive sensi- 
bilia, sive intelligibilia, sive tempora- 
lia propter quandam dispositionem, 
sive sempiterna et sonia, non per an- 
gelos, neque per virtutes aliquas ab- 
scissas ab ejus sententia ; nihil enim 
indiget omnium Deus; sed per Ver- 
bum et Spiritum suum omnia faciens, 
et disponens, et gubernans, et omnibus 


esse preestans, &c. Hance ergo tenentes 
regulam, licet valde varia et multa 
dicant, facile eos deviasse a veritate 
arguimus.—[c. 22. p. 98. ] 

m Quid autem si neque apostoli 
quidem Scripturas reliquissent nobis, 
nonne oportebat ordinem sequi tradi- 
tionis, quam tradiderunt iis quibus 
committebant ecclesias? Cui ordina- 
tioni assentiunt multe gentes barba- 
rorum corum qui in Christum credunt, 
sine charta et atramento scriptam 
habentes per Spiritum in cordibus suis 
salutem, et veterem traditionem dili- 
genter custodientes, in unum Deum 
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Maker of heaven and earth, and all things which are therein, 
through Jesus Christ, the Son of God; who out of His most 
eminent love to His own creation’ endured the birth of the 
Virgin, Himself by Himself uniting man to God ; and suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, and rose again, and was received back 
in splendour, and will come in glory as the Saviour of those 
that are saved, and the Judge of those that are judged, send- 
ing into everlasting fire those who transform the truth and 
despise His Father and His coming. They that have believed 
this faith without writing’, are in respect of our language 
barbarians ; but with respect to opinion, and practice, and . 
conversation, they are, by reason of their faith, the very 
wisest [of men], and please God, living in all righteousness, 
chastity and wisdom. If to these persons one shall report 
the inventions of the heretics, speaking with them in their 
own tongue, they will at once shut their ears and flee far and 
far away, not enduring even to hear the blasphemous dis- 
In this rule of faith, Christ is said to be that Son 
of God, through whom the heaven and the earth and the sea, 
and all that is therein, were created and made, who out of 
supreme love and compassion to the work of His own hands,— 
that is, to the human race,—was content to be born [as] 
man of the Virgin, and so united man with God. This tradi- 
tion of the faith Irenzeus affirms to be so universal and so 
ancient, that even the barbarous nations themselves, who had 
not as yet the Holy Scriptures translated into their mother- 
tongue, retained it, having received it at first from the 
Apostles, that is, or their disciples, together with the gospel 
itself, of which indeed it is the principal part; and was 


credentes Fabricatorem cceli et terres literis crediderunt, quantum ad ser- 


et omnium que in eis sunt, per Chris- 
tum Jesum Dei Filium ; qui propter 
eminentissimam erga figmentum suum 
dilectionem, eam que esset ex Virgine 
generationem sustinuit, ipse per se 
hominem adunans Deo, et passus sub 
Pontio Pilato, et resurgens, et in clari- 
tate receptus, in gloria venturus Sal- 
vator eorum qui salvantur, et Judex 
eorum qui judicantur, et mittens in 
ignem sternum transfiguratores veri- 
tatis, et contemptores Patris sui et 
adventus ejus. Hane fidem qui sine 


monem nostrum barbari sunt; quan- 
tum autem ad sententiam, et consue- 
tudinem, et conversationem, propter 
fidem perquam sapientissimi sunt, et 
placent Deo, conversantes:in omni 
justitia et castitate et sapientia. Qui- 
bus si aliquis annuntiaverit ea quae ab 
heereticis adinventa sunt, proprio ser- 
mone eorum colloquens, statim con- 
cludentes aures longo longius fugient, 
ne audire quidem sustinentes blas- 
phemum colloquium.—[p. 178.] 


The Rule of Faith, as stated by Tertullian. 77 


moreover regarded by all Catholic Christians of those times 
as so sacred, that even those very barbarians themselves 
abominated any doctrine which was repugnant to it as an 
impious heresy, and even as blasphemy. 

8. Let us now examine the statements of Tertullian. In 
his treatise On the Veiling of Virgins, not far from the 
beginning, the rule of faith is rather referred to incidentally, 
than recited, by Tertullian, and so of course is stated in a 
mutilated and mcomplete form. For Christ is there called 
not even “ our Lord,” nor “the only-begotten Son of God,” 
but simply “the Son of God; yet this was of itself sufficient 
for Tertullian to have said incidentally concerning Christ, 
since he in common with all the ancient Catholics uniformly 
understood the appellation “Son of God” to be applied to 
Christ in the higher sense. But in that rule there is no 
mention made of Christ’s conception, as man, by the Holy 
Ghost, nor indeed of the Holy Ghost Himself. But still I do 
not deny that I am inclined to think, that Tertullian in this 
passage has specially in view the Creed which was in use, in 
his time, in the African Church, which was almost the same as 
the Roman Creed ; since the Roman Church “had the same 
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password’” of faith with the African Churches, to use Ter-? contes- 


tullian’s own phrase, in his work On the Prescription against 
Heresies, c. 36. But the Roman Creed, although fuller than 
Tertullian’s incidental statement in this place, yet was more 
brief than the creeds of the Eastern Churches, as in other 
articles, so in this of the Son of God, for reasons which we 
shall notice presently. But meanwhile, the belief of the 
Roman and of the Eastern Churches was always the same: 
they all confessed the article touching the Son of God in the 
same fulness of meaning, though not of words. Nor indeed 
was Tertullian ignorant of this. 

9. Hence, in the second passage which Episcopius refers 
to, I mean in his work On the Prescription against Heresies, 
chap. 13, where he also states the rule of faith, he exhibits 
the article on the Son of God in a more full and explicit 
form, describing in terms clearer than the sun the existence 
of the Son, not only before [ His birth of] the blessed Virgin, 
but also before all ages ; and further, the creation of all 


Sarit. 
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78 The Rule of Faith, as stated by Tertullian, explicitly 


things by Him. For after saying, that that alone should be 
matter of controversy which may be brought into question 
without infringing the rule of faith, he immediately subjoins 
that rule in this manner®; “ But, that we may at once profess 
what. we maintain, the rule of faith [of which we speak] is 
that by which we believe that there is one only God, and no 
other than the Creator of the universe, who produced all 
things out of nothing by His Word, which was sent down first 
of all: that Word, called His Son, appeared in various ways, 
under the name of God, to the patriarchs, and was always 
heard in the prophets; lastly, came down by the Spirit and 
power of God the Father into the Virgin Mary, was made 
flesh in her womb, was born of her, and lived [as] Jesus 
Christ, &c.”’ After finishing the creed, he adds these words ; 
“This rule, which, as will be proved, was established by 
Christ, admits of no questionings among us, except such as 
What could 
have been said more effectual and express against the asser- 
You have, however, this same 
rule of faith again set down by Tertullian, in his Treatise 
against Praxeas, chap. 2°; “ We believe,” he says, “that 


* there is indeed one only God; but under this dispensation, 


which we call economy, that to the one only God there is also 
a Son, [who is] His Word, who came forth from Him, by 
whom all things were made, and without whom nothing was 
made; that He was sent by the Father into the Virgin, and 
of her was born, man and God, the Son of man and Son of 
God, and was called Jesus Christ, &c.” After which he 


n Regula est autem fidei, ut jam 
hine quid defendamus profiteamur, 
illa scil. qua ecreditur, unum omnino 
Deum esse, nec alium preter mundi 
Conditorem, qui universa de nihilo 
produxerit per Verbum suum primo 
omnium demissum; id Verbum Fi- 
lium ejus appellatum, in nomine Dei 
varie visum a patriarchis, in prophetis 
semper auditum; postremo delatum 


‘ex Spiritu Patris Dei et virtute in 


Virginem Mariam, carnem factum in 
utero ejus, et ex ea natum egisse 
Jesum Christum, &c.... Hee re- 


‘adds; “That this rule has come down from the beginning of 


gula, a Christo, ut probabitur, insti- 
tuta, nullas habet apud nos que- 
stiones, nisi quas heereses inferunt, et 
que heereticos faciunt.—[p. 206. ] 

° Nos unicum quidem Deum eredi- 
mus, sub hac tamen dispensatione, 
quam oixovoulay dicimus, ut unici Dei 
sit et Filius Sermo ipsius, qui ex ipso 
processerit, per quem omnia facta 
sunt, et sine quo factum est nihil. 
Hune missum a Patre in Virginem, 
et ex ea natum hominem et Deum 
Filium hominis et Filium Dei, et cog: 
nominatum Jesum Christum, &c. . . . 


includes the article of the Divinity of the Word, or Son. 79 


the Gospel, even before all earlier heretics, much more before oar. 1v 
Praxeas, who is but of yesterday, as will be proved as well by es 
the late rise’ of all heretics, as by the novelty of Praxeas, who ‘oon 
is of yesterday.” From this surely it is at length abundantly 
‘evident, how rash or how shameless is the appeal of Epi- 


scopius to those expositions of the ancient creed which are 
found in Ireneus and Tertullian. 


Hane regulam ab initio evan- posteritas omnium hereticorum, quam 
gelii decucurrisse, etiam ante priores ipsa novellitas Praxeze hesterni. —([P. 
-quosque heereticos, nedum ante Prax- 501.) 
eam hesternum, probabit tam ipsa 
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CHAPTER V. 


OF THAT WHICH IS CALLED THE APOSTLES’ OREED. 


1. I comE now to that which is called the Apostles’ Creed ; 
of which Episcopius says; “ The so-called Apostles’ Creed 
itself makes no mention at all of this peculiar mode of Son- 
ship, but is content with this short form; ‘I believe in Jesus 
Christ, His only-begotten Son, our Lord.” This is Episco- 
pius’s principal argument; and since his time it has been 
vehemently urged by the author of the Jrenicum and by 
Sandius; and it has been constantly put forward by recent 
writers among ourselves, who have revived, some the Arian, 
some the Socinian follies, in their little works, equally 
impious and spiritless; who moreover, by screening and 
defending themselves with this as their shield, thmk them- 
selves perfectly safe from the charge of heresy, which has 
been most justly fastened upon them by Catholics. 

2. That I may therefore meet this argument, in which 
these vain men so greatly confide and glory, with accumu- 
lated replies, I propose to demonstrate the four following 
propositions; 1. That what is called the Apostles’ Creed, 
though it is conformable to the doctrine of the Apostles, was 
by no means dictated or composed by the Apostles them- 
selves, in so many words, and in the same form and method, 
in which we now see it at this day; but in fact is nothing 
else than the creed of the Church of Rome, which did not 
receive its completion in that Church until after the year of 
Christ 400; the Eastern Churches in the meanwhile using 
another creed. 2. That the Church of Rome was able for- 
merly to use, and further did use, a more succinct and 
shorter creed than what was required in the Churches of 
the East, because the latter were harassed by heretics of 
almost every kind; whilst in the Church of Rome there 
arose no heresy which taught that its shorter confession of 


Why the Roman (i.e. the Apostles’) Creed is so brief. 81 


faith ought to be understood in any other way than according 
to the right intention («at 6p0;)v %vvorav), and the genuine 
meaning of the Church. 3. That, notwithstanding, a pro- 
fession of this special mode of the Sonship of Jesus Christ 
is really contained in the Roman Creed, in the words, “ And 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His”? (i.e. God the Father’s) ‘“ only- 
begotten Son.” 4. Lastly, in the creed, or rule of faith, which 
was in use before the Council of Nice, in the most ancient 
Churches of the Hast, that special mode of the Sonship of 
Jesus Christ was delivered and declared in express terms. 

3. The first proposition has been abundantly proved by 
that eminent man, John Gerhard Vossius, throughout the 
first of his three dissertations On the Three Creeds. ‘To that 
dissertation (that I may not go over the ground again) I refer 
the reader. 

The second proposition is proved by the testimony of 
Ruffinus, who has this preface before his Exposition of the 
Creed*; “Before I begin to discourse. on the excellences 
of the words, I think it not out of place to remark, that in 
different Churches some additions to the words of the creed 
are found. In the Church of the city of Rome, however, 
we do not find that this has been done; the reason of which, 
I conceive, is this, that no heresy has ever had its origin 
there ; and that in that Church the ancient custom is kept 
up, that such as are about to receive the grace of baptism 
should repeat the creed in public, that is, in the hearing of 
the congregation: of the faithful; and, as is plain, the cir- 
cumstance that persons who are already believers are present 
and hearing, does not admit the addition of even one word. 
But in all other places, so far as I can understand, on 
account of some heretics, certain words appear to have been 
added, by which, as was believed, the sense given to the words 


2 Priusquam incipiam de ipsis ser- 
monum virtutibus disputare, illud non 
importune commonendum puto, quod 
in diversis ecclesiis aliqua in his verbis 
inveniuntur adjecta. In ecclesia ta- 

men urbis Roumz hoe non deprehendi- 
tur factum; quod ego propterea esse 
_ arbitror, quod neque heresis ulla illic 
sumpsit ecordium ; et mos ibi serva- 
tur antiquus, eos, qui gratiam bap- 
tismi suscepturi sunt, publice, id est, 


BULL.— J. 0. 0: 


fidelium populo audiente, symbolum 
reddere; et utique adjectionem unius 
saltem sermonis, eorum qui przecesse- 
runt in fide non admittit auditus. In 
ceteris autem locis, quantum intelligi 
datur, propter nonnullos hereticos 
addita quedam videntur, per que 
novellz doctrine sensus crederetur 
excludi.” — [§ 3. ad calcem Op. S. 
Cypr. p. excix.] 
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82 The Divine Sonship is expressed in the words, ‘ only Son.” 


by their novel doctrine might be excluded.” Thus he writes. 
And, indeed, it is clear that the Simonians, the Cerinthians, 
the Ebionites, and the other pests of the primitive Church, 
did not spread their impious dogmas at Rome, but in the 
East, and especially in Asia. Hence Ignatius, in the Epistles 
which he addressed to the Asiatic Churches, glances at those 
heretics throughout; but, when writing to the Romans, he 
does not reprehend any heresy as existing in their Church. 
So far from it, in the very salutation he expressly commends 
the Romans for their perfect purity of faith, calling them? 
“united in every commandment of Christ, filled without 
distinction’ with the grace of God, and strained off? from 
every strange colour.” And on this account principally, as 
I conceive, Tertullian, in his Prescription against Heresies, 
chap. 36°, calls the Church of Rome, felicem ecclesiam,— 
“happy and prosperous” in condition. O that this happi- 
ness, this purity of faith, had been perpetual in that Church ! 
but, alas! we may now exclaim in the words of the inspired 
prophet, “ How is the faithful city become an harlot*! ”” 

4. I come to the third proposition, on the proof of which 
I must dwell longer. That, at any rate, in the Roman Creed 
Christ is called the one-only, or only-begotten Son of God, 


(Tov povoyev},) in respect to His divine nature, whereby He 


was in being not merely before [His birth of] Mary, but 
also before all ages, of and with God the Father, admits of 
easy proof, from the passages of Scripture in which the term 
“ only-begotten ” (wovoyevr)s) is found applied to Christ, (for 
there is no ground for our suspecting that the Church took 
the word in any other sénse than that in which it is used in 
the Scriptures, from which it was derived,) from the force 
and proper meaning‘ of the term itself, from the order 
and context of the words of the creed, and lastly, from the 
consistent and unvarying sense and interpretation of the 
Catholic Church. 

First, as regards the Scriptures: the first passage where 
the term occurs, as applied to Christ, is John i. 14; “ And 
the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us; and we 
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beheld His glory, the glory as of the only-begotten of the aur. v. 
Father” (uovoyevods mapa Ilarpés). Where it is manifest _'® * 
that the expression, jovoyerns mapa Iarpés, “ only-begotten 
of the Father,” is the same in meaning as pdvos mapa 
Tlatpos yervn Gels, “alone begotten of the Father,” the verbal 
noun having the force of the verb. Those who refer the 
words mapa Iarpés, “of the Father,” to dc£av, “the glory,” 
introduce into the sentence without any necessity an over- 
harsh transposition, and besides, an ellipsis of the participle 
mapanpleicay, “received” [g.d. “glory received from the 
Father” ]. But the words ovoyev)s apa ILarpos seem to me 
to express the divine generation of the Son from the Father 
more significantly than if the Apostle had written povoyemjs [99] 
tov Ilarpés; inasmuch as the preposition apa suggests the 
idea of the Word being in such sense the only Son of 
God the Father, as that He alone was truly begotten by *? ab. 
and of” the Father Himself. Besides, it is to the Word, ? ex. 
who was in the beginning with God, and was God, and by 
whom all things were made, (verses 1, 2,) that this title is 
assigned by the Apostle; from which it is clear, that it 
is with respect to His divine nature, wherein He existed 
before the worlds, that Christ is called “the only-begotten 
of the Father ” (uovoyerns mapa Ilarpds). Nor, lastly, is 
Grotius’s observation foreign to the point, [viz.] that John in 
this passage is glancing at the Gnostics, who made the Logos 
one, the Only-begotten another, and Jesus a third; and who 
reckoned the Only-begotten amongst their Aions, which were 
produced before the creation of this world. The Apostle 
therefore shews that Christ our Lord alone is the true Logos, 
and likewise the true Ouly-begotten of the Father, inasmuch 
as He alone was begotten of the Father before the worlds. In 
the same sense the word povoyerys, “ only-begotten,” must 
be explained in other passages where it occurs, (for instance, 
John iii. 16, and 1 John iv. 9;) and that according to the 
explanation of Episcopius himself, who argues from those 
passages thus‘; “It is certain that” (in those passages, that 
is,) “that charity and love of God is extolled and lauded 
in very high terms, by which He sent His only-begotten _ 
and own: Son into the world, and even gave Him up to the *proprium. 
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84. The only Son means the Son considered in his Divine Nature, 


death of the cross itself, to save sinners, the children' of 
God’s wrath. But if the only-begotten Son of God mean 
nothing else than Jesus, so far forth as He was born man of 
the Virgin, the reason why that love is so greatly extolled 
does not appear so clearly as it would, if the only-begotten 
Son of God signify the Son whom the Father begat before 
the worlds. For that Son who was born of the Virgin Mary, 
was born of her for this reason, that He might be given up 
unto death for sinners. But what preeminent love’ is there 
in God’s having given up that Son unto death, whom He 
willed to be born of Mary, and to be conceived of the Holy 
Spirit, for that purpose that He might die for simners? But 
if, on the other hand, you conceive the Son of God to be 
Him who was begotten of the Father before all worlds, who 
needed not to be sent into the world, who needed not to 
have become man, whose dignity was greater than that He 
should be sent or come in the flesh, much less be delivered 
up to death, and who indeed, as His only-begotten and one- 
only Son, seemed to be too dear to the Father to be thus 
forcibly thrust by Him into so great misery; in that case, 
the charity and loving-kindness of God toward the race of 
man does indeed shine forth in amazing splendour and glory.” 
Thus writes Episcopius. Would that he had thus written all— 
would that he had thus written always! Indeed, to any one who 
considers the subject with attention, it will be manifest that, 
on the Socinian or the Arian hypothesis, God in this matter 
has shewn His love and good-will rather towards that His 
own Son than towards us men. For what? He who is called 
Christ, was, out of God’s mere good-will and pleasure, chosen 
to such favour as, after a short exercise of obedience to God 
here on earth, Himself to become’ God from being simply 
man, according to the Socinians, or, as the Arian heretics 
say, [from being] a mere creature subject to change; and to 
attain to divine honours, to be paid to Him not only by us 
men, but also by the very angels and archangels, and accord- 
ingly to obtain dominion and power over all other creatures. 
I say moreover, that not even does the love and charity of 
God’s only-begotten Son Himself towards us men clearly 
appear, (although that also [as well as the love of the Father] 
is throughout celebrated in exalted terms in the Holy Scrip- 


in Scripture, ii. The very term, “only-begottenSon,” implies it. 85 


tures, and especially in the well-known passage in the Epistle cuav. v. 
to the Ephesians, iii. 18, 19,) unless we imagine the Son of ens 
God to be Him who was begotten of the Father before all 
worlds, by whom all things were made, who for us men, and 

for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incar- [101] 
nate, &c. But, on the contrary, that “most eminent love 

of the Son of God to His own workmanship,” as we have 

heard St. Irenzeus speak a little before, is in this way very 
clearly seen; this, however, by the way. For the rest, I do 

not see how Episcopius can be reconciled with Episcopius. 

In those passages of Scripture where Christ is called “the 
only-begotten Son of God,’ he contends that the only- 
begotten Son of God altogether means the Son, whom the 
Father begat before the worlds, and that therefore under that 

title is contained that special mode of the Sonship of Jesus 

Christ. Yet when in the creed, which is composed out of the 
Scriptures, we confess our faith in Christ, the only-begotten 

Son of God, he utterly denies that in those words is con- 

tained the said special mode of the Sonship of Jesus Christ. 

5. Secondly, that Christ is called in the creed the “ one- 
only,” or “only-begotten” Son of God, in respect to His divine 
nature, may be proved from the force and proper meaning of 
the term itself. For He is called “only-begotten ” (uovoryerns) 
who alone is Son without any to share in His Sonship’; that ' sine 
is, whom His Father has as His one-only [Son], and who, in (yrs 
that kind of Sonship from which He is called the Son, has ; 
no brother; and who moreover is Son by nature, begotten of 
the Father Himself, not made a Son (viovrontds), not taken 
or adopted to be a Son. But Christ cannot in this sense be 
called “the only-begotten” Son of God, unless you regard His 
divine generation of the Father. For that title does not 
belong to Him considered as man. And that this may 
appear more clearly, we will examine those four modes in 
which (as Episcopius contends) Christ, even as man, is in the 
Scriptures called by way of preeminence? the Son of God. ? kar’ 

The first mode is, “ because, so far forth as He is man, He ecox. 
was conceived of the Holy Ghost.” And he cites Luke i. 35 ; 

«The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of 
the Highest shall overshadow thee: wherefore also that 
holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the 
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86 Christ, as man, i. as born of the Virgin, is the 


Son of God.” In reply; I will at present say nothing of 
the interpretation of this passage by Justin Martyr and 
Tertullian, who explain “the Holy Ghost” (avedya ayo) 
and “the power of the Highest” (Sdvapuv “Trypiorov), of the 
Word Himself; nor will I insist on the criticism of Novatian, 
who places an emphasis upon the particle cai®. The answer 
I make is this; that in this passage Christ, as man, is called 
“the Son of God,” on the ground of His being conceived by 
the Holy Ghost in the Blessed Virgin’s womb, but yet He 
is not there called the “ one-only ” or “ only-begotten”? Son 
of God. But Episcopius says, “ This preeminence” (meaning 
that whereby He was formed in the Virgin’s womb by the 
power of God) “is peculiar to Jesus Christ as man, to which 
none other either has been like, or ever will be.” TI reply, 
that this is not true, and for this reason; the flesh of Christ 
was conceived and formed in the Virgin’s womb without a 
father, by divine power and operation. But was not the 
first man formed without either father or mother, by the 
hands of God Himself? And is he not on this account 
expressly called, in Luke iii. 38, “the son of God?” There- 
fore it is uot in this that that preeminence of Jesus Christ 
consists, from which He is called the one-only or only- 
begotten Son; nay, on this ground the first Adam will be 
in a certain sense superior to the second; inasmuch as the 
former was made by God, without either father or mother, 
but the latter without a father only. That wonderful gene- 
ration of the first man is beautifully described by Philo 
Judzeus in his treatise On Noble Birth'!, where he thus 
speaks of him; “who for nobleness of origin is not to be 
compared with any mortal, fashioned as he was into a bodily 
image by the divine hands in the perfection of plastic art $ 
and endued with a soul, not from any of: the beings which 
had as yet been created, God having breathed into him as 
much of the divine power as mortal nature was able to 
receive. Was not his, then, a preeminence of noble origin, 
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with which not one of all those others which have been omar. v. 
already named is capable of being brought into comparison? __$* 
For their glory proceeds from the noble birth of their an- 
cestors ; but their ancestors were human, mortal creatures, [103] 
and corruptible, and their high estate for the most part was 
uncertain and ephemeral; whilst his Father was no mortal, 

nor was any mortal the author of his being, but God.” 
Accordingly, St. Irenzeus affirms that Christ, as man, the 
second Adam, was in His generation made like unto the first 
Adam; not indeed entirely, but preserving a likeness, so 

far as was possible, and as the economy of our salvation 

~ would allow. Thus in book iii. 318, after he had observed 

that just as the first-created man was formed by the hands of 

God Himself out of the earth, yet virgin (é.e. not yet pressed 

by labour, not yet subdued for seed-sowing, as Irenzus is 
interpreted by Tertullian in his work On the Flesh of 
Christ"), so Christ, the Restorer of the first Adam, in that 

He was man, was made of the Virgin Mary by the Holy 
Ghost, he shortly after subjoins the following ; “Now, since 38 
he was taken from the ground, and He that formed him was 

God, it was necessary also that He who thus summeth up? dvaxepa- 
into Himself man that had been formed by God, should have *“°*""” 
the same likeness of His generation with him. Why there- 

fore did God not take dust again, but cause Him to be 
formed from Mary? [It was] in order that there might not 

be another nature formed, and that which is saved’? might 2 wwCdpe- 
not be another thing; but that he himself might be summed att 04] 
up * [in Him], the similitude being preserved.” That chief s dvascega 
preeminence of our Saviour’s Sonship, therefore, whereby 9%. 
He is called “the only-begotten”’ or one-only Son of God, 

by no means consists in this, that He was produced of the 

Virgin Mary by the power of the Most High without a 

- human father; since thus far the first man was on a par 
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88 St. Paul’s contrast of the first and second Adam ; 


with, and in a certain sense superior to Him; but in a very 
much more sublime generation, even that whereby He was 
the Son of God, not only before [His birth of the Virgin] 
Mary, but before Adam himself, and so before all worlds. 
At any rate, if one looks at the origin of each, in no respect 
does the second Adam excel the first, except in this one 
point of difference, and that the greatest possible—that the 
one was a mere man (WiAds GvOpwrros), and the other was 
God and man (OedvOpwrros). Whatever was added to the 
human nature of the second Adam, whereby He was superior 
to the first, was to be attributed wholly to that union 
whereby the soul of Christ was conjoined with the Word 
or Divine Person of the only-begotten Son of God, in “a 
perfect and most intimate association”? (axpq@ Kal avutrep- 
BdyT@ Kowvevia, as Origen expresses the hypostatical union’). 
It is in this way (I would observe in passing) that the holy 
Apostle makes a comparison between the first and the second 
Adam, in I Cor. xv. 47; “ The first man is of the earth, 
earthy ; the second Man is the Lord from heaven” (6 Kupuos 
€€ ovpavod). Utterly mistaken are they who maintain that 
the é& ovpavov (“from heaven”’) is predicated of the second 
Adam, from His having been conceived and born of the 
Virgin Mary without a father, by power altogether divine 
and heavenly; for on this ground the first man also, as we 
have already seen, would have been from heaven. What the 
meaning of the words “to be from heaven” is, as opposed 
to the words “to be of the earth earthy,” is clear enough 
from the words of St. John the Baptist, who compares himself 
in a similar manner, as a son of Adam, with Christ our Lord, 
John ii. 31; “ He that cometh from above is above all; he 
that is of the earth is earthy, and speaketh of the earth; He 
that cometh from heaven is above all.” With which by all 
means compare chap. i. 30. Besides which, I have no doubt 
at all but that 6 avOpwros 6 Kupuos é& odpavod (‘the Man, 
the Lord from heaven”) is the same as He whom the 
Cabalistic Jews call JAAN wos DIN (“the Man that 
is above, the Blessed”) ; a periphrasis which the Hebrews 
employ to designate none but the true God. For, no doubt, 
what the Cabalists taught touching the espousals of this 
i (Contra Cels. vi. 48. p. 670.] 


this involves the doctrine of the Divine Nature of Christ. 89 


Man that is above, the Blessed, with the NDS 5, z.e. the con- 
gregation of Israel, being mystically signified by the union 
of the earthly Adam and Eve, has been by the Apostle, 
Eph. v. 82, manifestly applied to the union between Christ 
and the Church. And the Apostle’s words in verse 45 [of 
1 Cor. xy.] must be understood of: Christ in the same sense ; 
“The first man Adam was made a living soul (es puy)v 
fooav) ; the last Adam was made a quickening Spirit (es 
mvedpua Cwotrovodv).” The first man was made into a living 
soul; that is, (according to a well-known Hebrew idiom,) he 
was a living soul; the last, a quickening Spirit.. The 
‘meaning of which is, the first Adam was man only; the 
second, more than man, even “a quickening Spirit,” that is, 
God. The term mvedua, “ Spirit,’ in Christ, as we have 
often observed, denotes in the Scriptures throughout, as also 
in the writers of the first century, the divine nature in Him ; 
of which also what is here mentioned is a peculiar attri- 
bute, viz. the quickening of, or giving life to, mankind ; 
in respect of which Christ is elsewhere called apynyos Ths 
fw7s, “the Prince [or Author] of life,” Acts iii.15; and Co), 
“ Life” itself, Johni. 4. He is the Author of our every 
life, natural, spiritual, and eternal, as Clement of Alexandria 
beautifully expressed it in his Protrepticon*; “The Word, 
who in the beginning gave unto us ‘life, when He has 
moulded us as Creator; manifesting Himself as our In- 
structor, hath taught us good life, that hereafter, as God, 
He might bestow upon us eternal life.” . This interpretation, 
as it arises necessarily out of the words of the text itself, so 
does it best agree with the context. The Apostle had said 
that there is a twofold body, natural and spiritual, which he 
here shews from their contrary causes. For as we have 
received these our animal and mortal bodies from the first 
Adam, a mere man, and consisting of a body, in its own 
nature at least, animal and mortal; so shall we hereafter 
receive spiritual bodies from Christ, the second Adam, who 
is more than man, in whom there is a divine nature, the 
fountain of all life. Indeed, the transforming of our vile 
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90 The birth of Christ, the consequence of His being the Son. 


suvamzntn bodies into the likeness of His own glorious body, which 
canton Christ shall effect in the resurrection, is (Phil. iii, 21) ex- 
cuvroy. pressly attributed to His almighty power, which cannot 
belong to Him except as God. And that is a vain interpre- 

39 tation which Grotius has drawn up out of the muddy ditches 
of the Socinians, viz. that Christ then at last became “a 
quickening Spirit”’ (veda Cworrovody) , after He had risen from 

the dead, and ascended into heaven. For, first, it is plain 
enough that the Apostle is speaking of the original nature, so 

to speak, of the first and the second Adam, and not of either 

such as he became afterwards. Secondly, He who was not 

always “a quickening Spirit”? could never have come to be 

[107] one. A “made God” must be reckoned among the portentous 
inventions of the Socinians and the Arians, from which sound 

reason no less than true religion shrinks back. Lastly, it 

is certain that Christ, even before His resurrection, was 

“a quickening Spirit” (arvedua Cworrovovy) ; for it was as such 

that He recalled His own body from death to life, John ii. 19. 
Whence that observation of Ignatius, the disciple of the 
Apostles, in his Epistle to the Smyrneans!, speaking of 

Christ ; “He truly suffered, as also He truly raised Him- 

self up again.” The raising of the body of Christ from the 

dead is indeed also attributed in the Scriptures to God the 
Father. But what wonder? Whatsoever the Son does, He 

does from the Father; and whatsoever the Father does, He 

does through the Son. Hence the creation of all things is 
attributed both to the Father and to the Son; inasmuch, that 

is, as the Father created all things through the Son. But to 

return to the point from which I digressed a little. So far is 

the supreme and especial preeminence and excellence of the 
Sonship. of our Lord from consisting in His birth of the 

Virgin Mary, that this very birth is altogether to be referred 

, cvyeard- to His amazing condescension’. This is taught us clearly 
pare. enough, if only we were willing to be instructed by the Holy 
Ghost, in several passages of the sacred Scriptures ; as indeed 
Episcopius does not deny. Thus has the Catholic Church of 

Christ always believed even from the very Apostles. Hence 

Justin, in a passage which we have already ™ quoted, says that 
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the belief of Christians concerning Christ is that by which 
they “ acknowledge Christ to be the Son of God, who existed 
before the morning-star and the moon, and endured to be 
incarnate and born of this Virgin who was of the lineage of 
David.” So also we have a little before ® quoted Irenzeus as 
affirming, that all Christians throughout the world, in their 
rule of faith, professed belief “in the Son of God, through 
whom God the Father created all things, who out of most 
eminent love to His own workmanship, underwent birth of the 
Virgin.” Hence the six most famous bishops of the Council 
of Antioch, in the Epistle which they addressed to Paul of 
Samosata, not without the consent of the whole Synod, 
declare with the utmost confidence that such was the con- 
sentient doctrine and faith of the Universal Church. Their 


words, when they speak of Christ, are as follow®; “In the © 


whole Church that is under heaven, He is believed to. be 
indeed God, who emptied Himself of His being equal with 
God; and man, and of the seed of David, according to the 
flesh.” | Hence, lastly, the Church now sings, and, though 
Socinian and Arian heretics may burst with rage, the Church 
will ever sing ? ;— 

Thou art the King of glory, O Christ : 

Thou art the everlasting Son of the Father : 

When Thou tookest upon Thee to deliver man, 

Thou didst not abhor the Virgin’s womb. 
_ And thus far of the first mode, in which Episcopius has 
- observed that Christ, as man, is in the Scriptures called the 


Son of God. — 
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6. The second mode is, “That Jesus Christ is called the 


Son of God, on account of that office which was imposed 
upon Him by the special command of the Father. John x. 
35, 36.” I answer, Ist, That Christ cannot on this account 
be properly called the “begotten” Son of God, much less 
the “only-begotten.” He, who is in this manner a Son, is a 
Son only by favour, not by nature. 2dly. That in this way 
Christ would have many brethren, even all who at any time 
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92 John x., Christ calls Himself the Son of God, not because 


were anointed by God to be kings or prophets, or were sent 
with any special mission to the people of God. -In this 
sense of Sonship Christ might have been called the chief, 
principal, or by far the most excellent Son of God, but cer- 
tainly not the only-begotten. But, 3dly, if any one will look 
more narrowly into the passage referred to, it will be clear to 
him, that Christ did not therein either call Himself the Son 
of God, or desire to be so regarded, for the especial reason of 
having been sent to man by God as His ambassador, furnished 
and provided with an extraordinary authority; but in a far 
different and much more eminent way, as having existed, 
I mean, with God the Father, before He was sent into the 
world, as His true, genuine, and co-essential Son, and so as 
most truly very God Himself*. Nor was Episcopius alto- 
gether ignorant of this, since he himself, in another part of 
his writings, drew out an argument from this passage for 
the divine Sonship of our [Lord] Jesus in opposition to the 
Socinians, It will, however, perhaps be worth our while, 
by the way, to demonstrate this very point, somewhat more 
fully and clearly than has been done by him. 

It is manifest, that our Saviour in the preceding verses, 
viz. from the 25th to the 80th inclusive, had been speaking to 
the Jews in such a manner, as that they understood and be- 
lieved Him to assert nothing else than that He was Himself 
God. In the 33d verse, they say ; “ For a good work we stone 
Thee not, but for blasphemy ; and because that Thou, being 
aman, makest Thyself God.” For He had frequently called 
God by way of distinction’ His Father, and just before He had 
said that Himself and the Father were one. Now it should 
be carefully observed, that Christ did not give that answer, 
which, unless He had known Himself to be truly God, He 
ought certainly to have returned—namely, that He was not 
really God, and had never at any time professed Himself to 
be so; (for by this answer, if true, He might easily have 
appeased the anger of the Jews; while it was also His duty, 
in the plainest terms and with abhorrence, to repel the 
charge of blasphemy alleged against Him 3) but on the con- 
trary He intimated, and that in no obscure terms, that 
He was the very Son of God, and consequently God. For 
He defended Himself against the Jews on two grounds ; 


of His. Office; but because He is truly and by nature the Son. 98 


first, by an argument taken out of their own law, viz. from 
Psalm Ixxxii. 6; “ Jesus answered them, Is it not written 
in your law, I baba) Ye are gods?” Which passage, as Grotius 
has rightly remarked, is evidently to be understood of the 
judges of the great Sanhedrim. Now from this passage 
Christ argues thus in His own. defence, verses 35, 36; “If 
He called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and 
the Scripture cannot be broken; do ye say of Me, whom the 
Father hath sanctified, and sent into the world, that I blas- 
pheme, because I said, I am the Son of God?” This argu- 
ment, from the less to the greater, plainly runs thus; If they, 
who have nothing divine in them, even the judges of the 
great Sanhedrim, to whom the passage in the Psalms refers, 
(for I agree with Capellus, who was of opinion, that the 
article of 6 Aéyos has here a relative * force, so as to refer to 
Psalm Ixxxii., which Christ had quoted in verse 34,) are called 
gods, solely on the ground that they exhibit in themselves 
an imperfect image of the divime power and authority; how 
much more may I, who am by nature the Son of God, and 
am, moreover, authorized in a most eminent manner by God 
the Father, be called the Son of God, and even God? Christ, 
however, did not make this very statement in express terms, 
but. yet He intimated it, not obscurely, in the words, “ Me, 
whom the Father hath sanctified and sent into the world.” 
Observe, He does not say,-“‘ Me, whom God hath sanctified ;” 
but “ Me, whom the Father hath sanctified ; ”’ shewing, that 
His having been sanctified by God (i. e. separated and marked 
out for the work assigned to Him) and sent into the world, 
was not the primary reason why He regarded God as His 
Father; but, on the contrary, that God was already His 
Father, when He sanctified Him and sent Him into the 
_world. Besides, I have no doubt but that Maldonatus was 
correct, in laying a stress on the words, “ and sent mto the 
world,” by which is signified, that Christ is the Son of God, 
not begotten, after the manner of all others, on earth, but 
in heaven, and sent therefrom into this world. For the Lord 
thus explains Himself more clearly, when addressing His 
_ disciples, John xvi. 28; “I came forth from the Father, and 
am come into the world; again, I leave the world, and go to 
the Father.” That Christ in these words intimated, that 
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94 Christ’s Divinity clearly taught in that passage, John x. 


He had existed in heaven in His higher nature with God 
as His Father, before He first came into this world, in other 
words, before His birth as man, no one will fail at once to 
see, unless his sight be dimmed by the humours’ of So- 
cinianism. Compare John iii. 13. But our Lord: proceeds in 
His own defence, and establishes His divinity, which He has 
in common with the Father, by another argument, derived 
from His miracles, verses 37,88; “If I do not the works of 
my Father, believe Me not; but if I do, though ye believe 
not Me, believe the works; that ye may know and believe 
that the Father isin Me, andIin Him.” As if He had said; 
Because I by way of distinction called Myself the Son of God 
the Father, and further affirmed that Myself and My Father 
are one, ye therefore charge Me with blasphemy. And, 
indeed, this accusation of yours would not perhaps seem to 
be unjustly urged, if I had established My divinity by words 
only, and not by deeds also. Since, however, I am perform- 
ing the very same works of omnipotence as my Father, why 
do ye not believe that I am of the same nature with Him? 


I do not ask you to trust My own testimony respecting 


Myself; but I do ask you to be persuaded at any rate by 
My works, that the Father is in Me, and I in the Father, in 
other words, that (as I said before) I and the Father are one. 

From this it is clear, that when the Jews fastened on our 
Lord the charge of blasphemy, for having called Himself by 
way of distinction the Son of God, and for having, by so doing, 
intimated not obscurely that He was God, He replied to them 
in such a manner as that, far from denying this very thing, 
that He was in such sense the Son of God, He actually esta- 
blished it by the strongest arguments. And this even the 
Jews themselves very clearly perceived, who, notwithstand- 
ing they were dull and stupid enough, do yet convict the 
Socinians, who wish to be thought the most clear-sighted of 
men, of the grossest blindness. For they were so far from 
acquitting Christ from the charge of blasphemy on account of 
this answer of His, that, on the contrary, they, for that very 
reason, again attempted to destroy Him as a blasphemer. 
For in the 39th verse it further says; “'Therefore they sought 
again to take Him: but He escaped out of their hands.” By 
using the particle ody, “therefore,” the Evangelist intimates, 


ii. From His Resurrection the Son, but not the only Son. 95 


that the Jews were again irritated by the very words which 
our Saviour had been speaking in His own defence, and 
wished to apprehend Him, for the purpose of thrusting Him 
out of the temple (where He had been holding this discourse, 
verse 23) and stoning Him to death. For Grotius is entirely 
wrong, when he interprets these words, as if, in consequence 
of our Lord having so cleared Himself of the charge of 
blasphemy, as that not a semblance of it was left, the Jews 
changed their purpose of stoning Him as a blasphemer, and 
directed their efforts to apprehend Him and hand Him over 
_to the Sanhedrim, which would find some other accusation 
against Him. For the Jews did not wish to apprehend Christ 
for the purpose of bringing Him before the Sanhedrim ;' but 
to lead Him away to some place, where they might kill Him 
without sacrilege. For the temple, within the limits of which 
the Lord stood and spoke, was in all its parts sacred, and not 
to be defiled by any slaughter or blood. Compare Acts xxi. 30. 
Besides, the word zrdvw, “again,” shews clearly enough, that 
the wish of the Jews was to do that a second time against 
Christ, which they were about to do before, that is, to stone 
Him, verse 31. In which passage also, [%. e. in the 31st verse, 
as well as in the 39th,] the word maw, “again,” occurs, 
and plainly indicates some other time besides, when on a 
similar occasion the Jews wished to destroy Christ by stoning, 
of which we read in John viii. 59. For there also, from the 
discourse of Christ, when He declared, verse 58, that He was 
in being before Abraham, the Jews drew the right conclusion, 
that Christ had attributed to Himself a certain nature, in 
which He had existed before Abraham, that is, a divine 
nature, and so had said that He was God. 

7. I proceed to consider the third mode, in which Episco- 
pius observes that Christ, even so far as He is man, is 
called in Scripture the Son of God; namely, “because He 
was raised from the dead to life immortal by the Father, 
and was, as it were, born anew, out of the womb of the 
earth, without the medium of a mother, Acts xiii. 32, 33.” 
I answer; Christ could not in this way be called the only- 
begotten Son of God, since in this sense all good men, who 
rise again, are designated “the children of God, being the 
children of the resurrection,’ Luke xx. 36. In respect, 
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96 In what sense Christ was, by His Resurrection, made the Son. 


indeed, of His resurrection, the Man Christ might be called 
“ the first-begotten ’,” that is, [the first-begotten] of the dead ; 
and so He is expressly called, in Col. i, 18 4, because He was 
the first of all the dead who returned from death unto life, 
never to die again. Besides this, in those passages of Scrip- 
ture in which the epithet povoyevns, “ only-begotten,” occurs 
as applied to Christ, God the Father is said to have sent His 
only-begotten Son into the world, and to have given Him to 
men, John iii. 16; 1 Johniy.9. So that He was already 
God’s only-begotten Son, when He first came into the world, 
and not then at length, when, after He had been removed 
from the world by death, and then was raised again from 
the dead, He was on the point of passing to another, i.e. the 
heavenly, world... Since, however, in the passage which Epi- 
scopius cites, viz. Acts xii. 32, 33, the Apostle Paul applies 
the words of David in the second Psalm, “Thou art My Son, 
this day have I begotten Thee,” to the resurrection of Christ 
from the dead; it must be observed, in opposition to the 
modern Artemonites, that this must not be so understood as 
though Christ, by and after His resurrection, began at last 
in the most eminent sense to be the Son of God, and to be 
begotten of Him, but that He was then by the resurrection 
most powerfully declared and shewn to be the true and only- 
begotten Son of God. For this is the manner of Scripture, 
to say that things then come to be, when they are manifested 
and discover themselves. Accordingly Justin Martyr, as we 
have elsewhere observed, in his Dialogue with Trypho, after 
citing the passage of the Psalmist, immediately adds*; “He 
says, that His nativity then took place (yiveo6au) to men, from 
the period that the knowledge of Him was about to be given 
to them *.” Thus indeed does Paul himself interpret himself, 


‘in his Epistle to the Romans, i. 3, 4; Ilepi tod viod adrod, 
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Tov yevomevov ex oTreppatos AaBi6 Kata odpKa: Tod opta Béytos 
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a Compare Apocal. i. 5.—Grase. 

* rére yéveow adtod A€yor ylvec bau 
tots avOpdros, ékéTov A yvao1s adTod 
Zucrre yiverOau.— p. 316. [§ 88. p. 
186.] 

s [A remarkable passage is adduced 
by Thirlby from the Symposium of 
Methodius ; 1d 3 Ey ofwepoy yeyev- 
ynnd oe, bri mpodyTa Hdn mpd Tay aidvev 


€v Tots ovpavuts €BovahOny rad T@ KOoMe 
yevvijoat, 6 8% ear, mpoc bey &-yvoobmevov 
‘yvwpioa.—Orat. viii. p. 112. “* This 
day have I begotten Thee ’’ 7. e. Thee, 
who wast already in being in the hea- 
vens before the worlds, I have willed 
to beget also to the world ; that is, to 
make Thee known, who wast before 
unknown.”—B.] : 


He was thus declared and proved to be the Son of God. 97 


vexpov. “Concerning His Son [Jesus Christ our Lord], ouar. v. 
which was made of the seed of David according to the flesh, 5 
and declared to be the Son of God, with power, according to me 
the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.” 

Here, says Chrysostom *, épca0évros, declared,” is the same 

as Serx Devos, atropavb évtos, KpLOévtos, duoroynbévtos Tapa 

THS aTavTav yvouns Kad wndov, i.e. “exhibited, manifested, 
adjudged, confessed by the opinion and suffrage of all men” 

[to be the Son of God]. So also the Greek scholia, ‘Ope- 
aévros, tobT got, atrodexOévtos, atopavOértos, “ declared, 

that is, demonstrated, manifested.” The Syriac translator [115] 
also renders the word “who was acknowledged ;” and the 
Aithiopic version to the same effect, “whom He” (4. e. God 

the Father) “declared to be the Son of God.” The Latin 
translator alone (contrary to the evidence?" of all the Greek ! fidem. 
MSS.) renders it, “who was. predestinated to be the Son of 

God,” as if it had been written in the text, mpoopta Oévtos. 

But in what sense was Christ declared and demonstrated by 

the resurrection to be the Son of God? No doubt as the 

Son of God, coessential with God His Father, and therefore 
Himself God. For just as card odpxa, “according to the 
flesh,” in this passage, denotes the human nature of Christ, 

so does xatd mvetua aywotvns, “ according to the Spirit of 
holiness,” indicate His divine nature: again, as Christ is said 

to be “of the seed of David,’ that is, the Son of David, 
“according to the flesh ;” so “according to the Spirit of 
holiness”’ is He called the Son of God; we have so often 
observed, that the word mvedua, “ Spirit,’ applied to Christ, 
especially when opposed to His flesh, indicates His divine 
nature, that we need not again remind the reader of it. And 

it ought not to appear strange, that Christ, considered as the 

Son of God and God, is here called “the Spirit of holiness,” 

an appellation which we generally apply to the Third Person 

of the Godhead ; inasmuch as the same divine, spiritual, and 

holy nature is common to each several Person’ of the Trinity.  vrocrd- 
Accordingly Hermas also, Paul’s contemporary, expressly °*” 
calls the Divine Person of the Son of God, “‘ the Holy Spirit ”’ 
(Spiritum Sanctum), and Ignatius, who was also of the 
apostolic age, and a careful imitator of Paul’s language, [calls 42 


t (Hom. i. in Rom, vol. ix. p, 432.] « [See however Griesbach.—B. ] 
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98 iv. Could not be called the Only-begotten Son, from His 


Him] “an immaculate Spirit” (rvedua duwpov), as we have 
observed in the Def. Fid. Nic. i. 2.5. [p. 49.] But Ignatius, 
as it appears to me, certainly had this passage of the Apostle 
Paul in view, and gave a sort of paraphrase of it in that 
well-known place which we have several times quoted in this 
work, and elsewhere, from his Epistle to the Ephesians *; 
“ There is one Physician, both fleshly and spiritual, made and 
not-made (or begotten and not-begotten), having become God 
incarnate” (év capxt yevopevos Beds), (instead of which Athana- 
sius, Theodoret, and Gelasius read év avOpe7@ Geos, “ God in 
man,”) “true life in death, both of Mary and of God.” Here, 
as in St. Paul, a twofold nature is attributed to Christ, “a 
fleshly and a spiritual” (capxixn cal mvevpatixyn): according 
to the fleshly nature, 7. e. Paul’s cata capxa, Christ is called 
“begotten” or “made,” and “mortal man ;” according to 
His spiritual nature, that is, Paul’s cata mvedua aytwotvns, 
He is said to be “ not-begotten ” or “ not-made,” to be “ true 
life” and so God: considered as “ fleshly,” He is said to be 
“of Mary,” 7. e. of the seed of David; regarded as “ spiri- 
tual,’ He is said to be “ of God,” that is, the Son of God. 
Compare 1 Tim. iii. 16; 1 Peter iii. 18, 19, 20. 

8. There remains the fourth and last mode, in which Epi- 
scopius holds that Christ as man is designated in Scripture 
the Son of God, namely, “ because Jesus Christ, when raised 
from the dead, was constituted sole heir in His Father’s house, 
and in consequence became Lord of all the heavenly posses- 
sions and of all His Father’s ministers, that is, the angels ; 
Heb. i. 2.” I answer, that Christ could not, on this ground 
only, be called the Son of God properly, muck less His 
only-begotten Son. For an heir is not necessarily the true 
and natural, much less the only-begotten son of him whose 
heir he is; because any relation, or even a stranger, may be 
adopted and taken as an heir. Besides, our Lord, as has been 
said a little above, was the only-begotten Son of God when 
He was first sent into this world by His Father; He was not 
therefore then at length matle the only-begotten Son of God, 
when He was received back into His Father’s heavenly man- 
sion, and there constituted Heir and Lord of all. 


* [§ 7. p.18. See above, chap. i. § 1.] 


being made Heir of all. Socinian explanation of Heb. i. 99 


With respect, however, to the passage [which Episcopius 
quotes] from the Epistle to the Hebrews i. 1, 2,—Christ is not 
there called the Son, much less the only-begotten Son of 
God, because He was appointed heir of all things ; but, on the 
contrary, it is said that He was made heir who was previously 
a Son—a Son too, by whom God the Father had made the 
worlds, and who therefore existed before the worlds. The 
words are these; “ God hath in these last days spoken unto 
us by His Son, whom He hath appointed heir of all things, 
by whom also He made,” or had made, “ the worlds” (8’ 06 
Kal Tos aidvas éroincev). The Socinians’ interpretation of 
this passage is a marvellous device, to the effect, that God is 
said to have created the worlds [or ages, secula,| by the 
Son, inasmuch as by Him He reformed and renewed the 
human race, and brought it, as it were, into a new state. 
Surely one might safely swear, that of the Hebrews, to whom 
this Epistle was written, not one individual could have been 
found, who would have understood the writer’s words in this 
sense, or would ever have dreamt, that by tovs aidvas, “ the 
worlds,” wag signified only the human race, much less that 
part of it on whom the light of the Gospel then had shone. 
Oi aidves, “the worlds,” is a Hebraism, meaning the whole 
of created things; it occurs again in this Epistle to the 
Hebrews, xi.3; “ Through faith we understand that the worlds 
(rovs aidvas) were framed by the word of God.” And in 
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no other passage, I believe, either in the sacred Scriptures — 


of the New Testament, or in any profane writer among the 
Greeks, will you find the words rods aiévas in this sense. 
In the liturgy af the Jews, however, God is throughout 
called opbyn 35, “Lord of the ages,” or ‘ worlds,” 
Tév aidvev, that is, “of all created things.” For it has 
been observed by those, who are acquainted with Hebrew 
- literature, that they make a threefold pow, *seon,” or world. 
The first is 9]WM ‘ob, “the lower world,” i.e. this re- 
gion of the elements; the second is JJDINVI roi, “the 
middle world,” that is, the orbs of heaven; the third is 
yoy My cobiy, “the upper world,” that is to say, the dwell- 
ing-place of the Divine Majesty and of the angels; which the 
Apostle calls “ the third heaven,” 2 Cor. xii. 2. That all 
these aidves, therefore, all these secula, these worlds, were 
He 2 
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100 Psalm civ., cited Heb. i. 10, &c. addressed to the Son, 


created by God the Father through His Son, is what the 
sacred writer meant to inform us, This he again expressly- 
affirms in the same chapter, verses 10, 11, 12, where he says, 
that these words of the Psalmist ¥ were addressed to the Son 
of God; “Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the founda- 
tion of the earth; and the heavens are the works of Thine 
hands. They shall perish, but Thou remainest: and they all 
shall wax old, as doth a garment; and as a vesture shalt 
Thou fold them up, and they shall be changed. But Thou 
art the same, and Thy years shall not fail.” Now what do 
the heretics make of this again? They keep to their old 
course. For they say that the passage quoted from the 
Psalmist was not addressed to the Son of God; and affirm 
that only that portion of it which refers to an event as yet 
unaccomplished, but which will be fulfilled in time, namely, 
the destruction of the world, is applied by the author in the 
way of accommodation to the Son. Now, (not to mention, 
that the manifest design of the writer is, to demonstrate the 
preeminence of the Son of God by those things which did 
already actually belong to Him; and moreover, that both 
the creation and the destruction of the world -are alike the 
work of that divine omnipotence, which cannot be commu- 
nicated to any created being,) what is this, but a shameless 
contradiction of the sacred writer, as it were to his very 
face? But then, say they, it is too plain, that these words 
of the Psalmist were addressed to the most high God, even 
to God the Father. Be it so; what then? Does it thence 
follow, that they were not likewise addressed to God the 
Son? On the contrary, whatsoever was said to God the 
Father, as the Creator of all things, was also said to the Son 
of God; inasmuch as God the Father made the universe 
by the Son, as the author had previously declared. Now 
although this 102d Psalm appears to be nothing else than 
a prayer, whether of the people or of the prophet, addressed 
to God for the restoration of the city of Jerusalem which 
had been overthrown by the Chaldeans, yet (as most com- 
mentators have remarked) just as the earthly Jerusalem was 
a figure of the Church of Christ, so what is said in the Psalm 


y Psalm eli. 25. 


as creating all things ; as the context of the Psalm requires, 101 


respecting the restoration of the earthly Jerusalem is to be 
referred, mystically, to the building of the spiritual Jeru- 
salem, which is from above, in other words, of the Church, 
which is the city and kingdom of Christ. For only in Christ 
and the Church is there a perfect accomplishment of the 
following words of this Psalm*; “Thou shalt arise and have 
mercy upon Zion ; for it is time that Thou have mercy upon 
her, yea, the time is come.” And, “The heathen shall fear 
Thy name, O Lord, and all the kings of the earth Thy glory ; 
when the Lord shall build up Zion, and when His glory 
shall appear.” And, “The Lord hath looked down from 
heaven upon the earth,’ &c. Also, “ When the people are 
gathered together, and the kingdoms also, to serve the Lord.” 
Therefore all the rest, which is there said of God, belongs to 
Christ. Which indeed, even if it were in nowise plain from 
the context of the Psalm, must yet certainly have been con- 
ceded to the authority of an inspired writer. I will add, that 
even the literal sense of the Psalm, so far, that is, as it relates 
to the liberation of the people of God from the Babylonian 
captivity, pertains to Christ, inasmuch as He, as the Word 
and Son of God always in being with God His Father, has 
constantly and from the beginning presided and watched 
over the Church, and so has by His providence regulated and 
governed all created things. For it must be believed, (as 
Tertullian suggests, and as the universal Church of Christ 
agrees in holding,) that, “not merely the creation’ of the 
world was wrought by’ the Son, but those things also which 
God has transacted since the creation.” Hence, the Apostle 
‘Paul also, 1 Cor. x. 9, teaches explicitly enough, that it was 
Christ, who presided over and went before the children of 
Israel in the wilderness, after they were led forth from the 
house of bondage in Egypt, leading them as it were by the 
-hand into the promised land. See by all means what I have 
advanced at length on this subject, in the Defence of the 
Nicene Creed, i. 1, almost throughout, but especially $$ 12, 
14, 15, 16. - 

But thus these heretical and troublesome persons still go 
on to argue: If the author of the Epistle had cited this 
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102 Why the writer of the Epistle dwells on the creation of 


testimony of the Psalmist for the purpose of proving, that 
the world was created by! the Son of God, he would alto- 
gether have wandered from his object and design ; for what he 
proposed was, to set forth only that preeminence of the Son, 
which accrued to Him when now already placed at the right 
hand of the Majesty of God, verse 4, to preeminence of 
which kind the creation of the world no way appertains. 
We, however, on the contrary, from the fact of the author’s 
citing that passage of the Psalmist concerning the creation 
of all things, and expressly affirming that it was addressed to 
the Son, regard it as certain, that his purpose was not to 
set forth that preeminence only of the Son, which then at 
length accrued to Him after His exaltation to the right hand 
of God the Father. Besides, in the very beginning of the 
chapter the author had stated, briefly’, three particulars 
respecting our Saviour, that He is the Son of God, and that 
in a distinctive sense*, that through Him the worlds were 
made, and lastly, that He was then appointed or declared to 
be the heir of all things, when He was in His flesh exalted to 
the highest heaven, and there set at the right hand of God 
the Father. That on these several grounds, our Lord very far 
excels not only the prophets of God, as was before intimated, 
[see Heb. i. 1,] but the very angels also, the author goes on 
to shew, by adducing testimonies from Holy Scripture; of 
which that which we are now considering, most clearly 
belongs to the second. Therefore the word yevdmevos, in 
verse 4, ought to be rendered “being” [gui est]; or ex- 
plained, with Chrysostom and Theophylact, by “ having 
been shewn” or “declared.” Lastly, these sophists object ; 
Why, if the author of the Epistle had really believed and 
supposed it certain, that all created beings were formed by 
the Son of God, should he be at so much pains to draw out 
a comparison between Him and the angels? Could it be a 
matter of doubt to any one, whether the Creator was more 
excellent than the creatures? To no one certainly, say I. 
But yet at the time when this Epistle to the Hebrews was 
written, there were very many, that is, the Cerinthians and 
others, who attributed the creation of the world, at least of 
this visible world, to angels; regarding our Saviour in the 
meanwhile as a mere creature, and even as nothing more 


the world by the Son, and His superiority to the Angels. 103 


than a man, who had no existence before [His birth of] Mary, 
and therefore was far far’ inferior to the angels. Moreover, 
those carnal Jews, who had not as yet accepted the doctrine 
of the Gospel,—the brethren of those to whom the author 
wrote the Epistle,—believed that Christ, or the Messiah, pro- 
miséd by the prophets, would be nothing more than man; 
whilst, with respect to the angels, most of their tenth 
supposed that they had been fellow-workers? with God in the 
creation of the lower world, and that it was to them that God 
addressed the words, “Let us make man,” &c. Gen. i. 26% 
In opposition to all these, it was surely no useless labour on 
the part of the sacred writer, to explain the preeminence and 
_ superiority of Christ the Son of God over the angels; in 
opposition to their tenets he very appositely teaches, that the 
creation of all things was entirely the work of the most high 
God, through His Son, who Himself also is God; and that 
it did not in any degree belong to the angels; inasmuch as 
they themselves also are creatures, ministering to God the 
Creator of all things, as he says afterwards in verse 14. 

I return at last to the words of the writer, in verse 2. 
“God hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son, 
whom He hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also 
He made the worlds.” It is certainly clear enough, that the 
sacred writer in these words meant to show that congruity 
of the divine economy, whereby provision was made, that 
the world should in the fulness of time be restored by the 
same Son, by whom in the beginning it had been created ; 
that He, who had been in the old creation Lord, should also 
be Heir and Lord in the new. In the same way does the 
Apostle Paul also manifestly argue in the first chapter of his 
Epistle to the Colossians; in verses 15, 16, 17, he calls the 
Son of God, “the first-born of every creature,” (begotten, 
-that is, of God the Father before all created beings,) and 
declares Him to be the Creator of all things; (for if any one 
denies that the creation, properly so called, is there referred 
to, he might with equal boldness deny, that that creation 
is anywhere described in the Holy Scriptures, and go on to 
contend that even the first chapter of Genesis must be alle- 


4 
@ See P. Fagius iz loc., and Philo Six Days; also Justin’s Dialogue with 
Judeeus treatise On the Work of the Trypho, p. 285. [j 62. p. 159.] 
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104 8. Context of Creed excludes other than Divine Sonship ; 


gorically explained ;) and then, in verse 18, he designates’ 
Him as “the head of the body, the Church, and the be- 
ginning, the first-born from the dead,” (cehadjy Tod capaTos 
Tis éxkrnolas, Kab apynv, TpweToToKoY €K TOV vexpov ;) then 


in the same place he immediately adds the following reason, 


“that in all things He might have the preeminence,” (wa 
yéuntras ev Taow avtos Tpwrevov;) in other words, that He 
might in every way be preeminent above all, as well by 
reason of the renewal of all things, as of their creation; as 
being both the beginning of the world, and also the head of 
the Church. 

Thus having weighed and examined all the four senses’ in 
which, as Episcopius contends, Christ, as man, is called in 
the Scriptures, preeminently, the Son of God, we have at 
length made it manifest, that in none of those senses can 
Christ be properly called the one only or “ only-begotten ” 
Son of God. Moreover, we have shewn, ex abundanti, that 
in those passages of Scripture, where those senses seem to be 
contained, there is intimated clearly enough a far different 
and more excellent Sonship of our Saviour, even that whereby 
He existed with God the Father, as His only Son, before He 
became man, and even before the creation of all things. 

9. I proceed to our third argument, derived from the 
arrangement and context of the creed itself. It is evident, 
that the four senses of the Sonship of Jesus Christ, which 
Episcopius mentions, are all expressed in other places of the 
Creed, so that they are by no means signified in those words, 
“the only-begotten Son of God,” unless we admit a tautology 
in so short a formula. The second sense, touching the mis- 
sion or anointing of our Saviour to His function or office, 
was implied in the word “ Christ,” (the Anointed,) imme- 
diately before. The other three senses, those, namely, which 
are derived from His conception by the Holy Ghost, His 
resurrection from the dead, and, lastly, His exaltation to the 
right hand of God the Father, are all expressed afterwards in 
distinct articles. Therefore, when in the creed we confess 
Jesus Christ to be “ the only-begotten Son of God,” we cer- 
tainly intimate that quite another Sonship belongs to Him, 


such as cannot be referred to any of these senses, even & 
divine one. 


what follows expresses what the Son did as Man. 105 


The author of the Jrenicum”, indeed, contends with his cmap. v. 
usual vehemence, that the words of the creed, which follow 5°? 
the clause, “ And in Jesus Christ, His only-begotten Son,” 
are merely a description of the Son of God, “added for the 
purpose of making it appear, what kind of Son of God is here 
understood; He, that is, who was born of the Virgin Mary, 
was crucified, died, was raised again, was taken up into 
heaven, is sitting at the right hand of God, and will come 
to judge the quick and the dead; all which things indicate a 
peculiar and only-begotten and proper Son of God.” Here, 
however, the heretic is altogether mistaken. For, 1st, no 
man in his sober senses will easily believe that in so concisea [124] 
creed all the clauses, which follow after the confession of the 
only-begotten Son of God, and relate to Him, were added 
only by way of explanation, that it might appear what sort of 
Son of God He is; for they comprise half at least of the 
creed. 2dly. Most of those subsequent clauses no way 
' refer to the setting forth of the Sonship of Jesus Christ ; 
these, I mean, “ He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cru- 
cified, dead arid buried ; He descended into hell.’’ Therefore, 
3dly, we must certainly lay down, that what follows in the 
creed after the profession of our faith in the only-begotten 
Son of God, was not added for the mere purpose of a more 
clear understanding what kind of Son of God that is, in 
whom we have to believe; but, that it might be shewn 
further what that Son of God did and suffered for us; in 
other. words, what the dispensation is, which He undertook 
and endured for our salvation; namely, that He was con- 
ceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, and 
accordingly * being made man, suffered under Pontius Pilate, ? adeoque. 
&e. This we learn from Ruffinus, who very well knew the 
meaning of the Church of Rome in using this creed: in his 
Exposition of the Creed these words occur®; “The order 
proposed in the creed having set forth the ineffable mystery 
of the Son’s nativity of the Father, now descends to His 
condescension and the dispensation of man’s salvation, and 
now says of Him, whom it had before called the only Son 45 

b Tren. p. 70. . salutis dignationem dispensationem- 
¢ Posteaquam propositus ordo fidei que descendit ; et hunc, quem supra 


ineffabile sacramentum Filii de Patre dixit unicum Filium Dei et Dominum 
nativitatis exposuit, nunc ad humanze nostrum, nune dicit, qui natus est de 
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of God and our Lord, that ‘He was born of’ the Virgin 
Mary by’ the Holy Ghost.’ This latter nativity among men 
is that of His dispensation, the former, of His divine sub- | 
stance: the one, of voluntary condescension’; the other, of 
nature.” That this exposition of Ruffinus may be better 
understood, it should be known, that every discourse * 
respecting Christ was by the ancient doctors of the Church 
divided into two parts in all, namely, “the Theology and the 
Economy [or Dispensation] ” (tiv Oeoroylav Kab Tv oikovo- 
piay*), By “the Theology” they meant, whatsoever per- 
tained to our Saviour’s divinity; z.e. that He is the Son of 


- God, begotten of God the Father before all worlds, and so is 


God; and that the worlds were made by Him. “ The Dis- 
pensation ” was the name they gave to His incarnation, and 
to whatsoever He did here on earth, in the flesh which He 


assumed, to procure the salvation of the human race. There- 


fore, in the Creed, called the Apostles’ Creed, the words in 
which we profess our faith in Christ, as the only-begotten 
Son of God, belong to the Theology; whereas those which 
follow, relating to His conception by the Holy Ghost, His 
birth of the Virgin, His passion, &c., must be referred 
entirely to the Dispensation®. In this way did the bishops 
and the doctors of the Catholic Church, from the very time 
of the Apostles, invariably understand for themselves the 
rule of faith touching Christ our Lord, and expound it to 
others. Thus Ignatius, in his genuine Epistle to the Ephe- 
sians, says‘; “ For our God Jesus Christ was conceived * by 
Mary according to the dispensation of God, of the seed of 
David, and of the Holy Ghost: who was born and was bap- 
tized,” &c. In the judgment of Ignatius, therefore, the 
conception of the Virgin Mary, nativity, &c., do not. pertain 
to a description of the Son of God, but to that dispensa- 
tion, which the Son of God, who is also Himself God, under- 
took for the sake of our salvation. In like manner Justin, 


Spiritu Sancto ex Maria Virgine. Ephesians i. 10. 


Hee jam inter homines dispensationis £6 yap cds judy *Inoods 6 Xpicrds 
nativitas est, “illa divines substantia;  exvopop7@n iad Maplas kar” oixovoulay 
hee dignationis est, illa naturz.— cod, ex omépuaros ev AaBid, TVEUMLA- 
[§ 8. p. cev.] Tos 5& &ylov' ds éyevyri0n Kad éBamrt- 

4 See the notes of Valesius,on Eu- 6, «.7.A.—Hdit. Voss. p. 27. [§ 18 
sebius, Eccl. Hist. pp. 4, 5. pp. 15, 16.] Y 


© Compare Galatians iy. 4. with 
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in the passage from his Dialogue with Trypho, which we omar. v. 
have already, on another occasion, quoted once or twice, °* 
describes the faith concerning Christ, which is required for [126] 
salvation of all who live under the Gospel, as that whereby 

they acknowledge & “ Christ, as the Son of God, who existed 

before the morning star and the moon, and being incarnate 
endured to be born of* the Virgin, that by this dispensa-* ad. 
tion the serpent, which from the first was an evil-doer, and 
the angels which were like him, might be destroyed,” &c. 
Here alsoHis nativity of the Virgin is expressly referred to 
the dispensation, which the Son of God, who existed before 
the worlds, undertook for our sakes. - Irenzus in like manner, 
book i. 2, in giving the rule of faith as it was received through 
all the Churches , (of which we have already ® recited the 
greatest part,) after the profession of faith in the Only- 
begotten Son of God, that is, after the Theology, imme- 
diately adds, that the Holy Ghost by the prophets had fore- 
told “ the dispensations, and the advents, and the nativity of 
the Virgin, and the passion, and the resurrection from the 
dead, and the receiving up in the flesh’ into heaven of our * %cupko 
beloved Lord Jesus Christ.” Here the articles of the Creed 
respecting our Saviour’s coming into this world, that is, respect- 
ing His nativity of the Virgin, His passion, and whatsoever 
else He did here on earth until His ascension into heaven, 
are expressly referred by him to “the dispensations,”’ which 
the only-begotten Son of God sustained for our salvation. 
The same [writer], in book iv. 62‘, beautifully describes the 
faith of the spiritual man, z.e. of the really Catholic Christian, 
respecting the most holy Trinity, in the lowing words; “To [127] 
him all things are consistent and sure*: he has a faith per- * cwéorn- 
fectly sound in one God Almighty, of satan are all things ; 

a firm persuasion in the Son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom’ are all things, and in “ His dispensations,” ° av of. 
whereby the Son of God was made man; likewise in the 


, 
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& P, 264. [§ 45. p.141.] See above, book] iv. .B. [p. 72.) 
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Father wills.” Here again the holy man shews, that in the 


1 7d oxqvo- Church’s rule of faith there is contained a twofold know- 
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ledge and belief of Christians concerning Christ; one which 
respects His divine Person, whereby, that is, they acknow- 
ledge that He is the Son of God, by’ whom all things were 
made; the other relating to His dispensations, by which 
they confess, that that Son of God was made man, &c. 
Now which of these two expositions of the Creed is to 
be preferred,— that of these apostolic men and martyrs, 
(with whom agree all the subsequent Catholic fathers, 
without a single exception,) or that of the author of the 
Irenicum, a dogmatist of yesterday,—it will not be difficult to 
determine. 

10. There remains our fourth and last argument, which 
we are to derive from the sense and meaning of the pri- 
mitive Church. In the first three centuries, (for no one 
doubts about the following ages,) the title of “ the only- 
begotten,’ or “only” Son of God, as applied to Christ, 
is by the unvarying and continuous usage of all the Ca- 
tholic doctors, plainly determined to have this sense, viz. 
to signify His divine generation of God the Father Himself 
before all worlds. The statement of Tertullian, respecting 
the Son of God, is the consenting voice of them all; “ He is 
the first-begotten, as begotten before all things; and the 
only-begotten, as alone begotten of God, in a way peculiar 


* proprie. to Himself*, out of the womb of His heart.’ For they all 


acknowledged no other only-begotten Son of God, than 
Him who was begotten of the very essence of God the 
Father, that is, the Logos and Word [begotten] of His 
eternal mind; this point we have most fully demonstrated 
in our Defence of the Nicene Creed, Book ii. throughout. 
Indeed, so certain and manifest is this unanimity, that 
Petavius, in speaking of those Ante-nicene writers, who ap- 
pear to have denied the eternity of the only-begotten Son of 
God, (but only appear to have done So, as we have clearly 
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k Primogenitus, ut ante omnia ge- 
nitus; et unigenitus, ut solus ex Deo 
genitus, proprie de vulva cordis ipsius, 
Against Praxeas, ¢. 7. [p. 503.] 
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shewn in the work just mentioned’) whilst in other respects omar. v. 
he is a severe censor of them, is obliged to allow™, that 9% 1° 
“they asserted the Son to be of the substance, or nature, of 
the Father.” What then do we want more? Is not that 
peculiar mode of the Sonship of Jesus Christ, of which 
Episcopius speaks, expressed plainly enough by the Roman 
Church in this creed, by the use of those words, whereby (as 
has been allowed on all hands’) that mode [of Sonship] was ! apud_ 
signified, in that age and in that same Church? What confosso. 
matters it, if any heretic of yesterday contends that the fit. 
words are capable of another explanation? The creeds of the 
Church must surely be explained by the sense of the Church 
itself, and not by the inventions of heretics. If this latter 
course were to prevail, eternal God?! how soon would it ? Immorta- 
come to pass, that not one of all the articles of our faith would ee 
be left sound and entire! He holds not the Church’s creeds, 
who understands them otherwise than the Church does. For 
it has been well remarked on this subject by the author of a 
work, On Right Profession *, ascribed to Justin, at the very * De Recta 
beginning”; “It is not merely the ascribing of glory to the ons 
Father and the Son, which procures salvation for us, but the 
sound confession of the Trinity affords the enjoyment of 
those good things, which are laid up for the godly ; since one 
shall hear even the heterodox hymning the Father and the 
Son, but not offering them worship according to a right un- 
derstanding.” Cyprian also speaks to this point, [in writing] 
to Jubaianus, touching the baptism of heretics®, on those 
words of Christ, “Go and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost ;” 
“ He intimates the Trinity, in the mystery of which* the * cujussa- 
: . ._ cramento 

nations were to be baptized. But does Marcion® hold this gentes 
Trinity? Does he acknowledge the same Father, the Creator, arti 
as we do? Does he know the same Son, Christ, born of the s Numquid 
Virgin Mary, who is the Word made flesh? &c. Far different Marcion. 

1 Def. Fid. Nic. book iii. 
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m De Trinitate, i. 5. 7. 

2 ob yap adds  mpos Tov Tarépa 
nal tdv vidy SotorAoyla Thy ocwrTnyplay 
uty moplCet, GAN’ H vyths Ths Tpiddos 
bpuoroyla Tay dmokepevwy Tois eboeBE- 
ow dyabay tiv drdAavow dwpeirat 
ere) al Tey Erepoppdvey aiovoetal tis 
Top Marépa «al tov vidy dyvuvovytor, 
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° Insinuat Trinitatem, cujus sacra- 
mento gentes baptizarentur.. Num- 
quid hane Trinitatem Marcion tenet? 
numquid eundem asserit, quem et 
nos, Patrem Creatorem? numquid 
eundem novit Filium Christum, de 
Maria Virgine natum, qui Sermo caro 
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is the faith [not only] of Marcion, but also of all other 
heretics ; indeed there is nothing among them but faithless- 
ness and blasphemy and contention, the enemy of holiness 
and truth.” 

In like manner let us also refute’ Episcopius and others, 
who would have us regard the Arians and the Socinians as 
brothers, because, forsooth, they receive the common creed 
of the Church, and profess with ourselves faith in Christ, as 
the only-begotten Son of God. For do they’ believe in the 
same only-begotten Son of God, in whom both we Catholics 
believe at the present day, and the Catholic Church in all 
preceding ages has believed? Far different surely is their 
faith; nay, among them there is nothing but faithlessness’*. 
The Church believes, and always has believed, in the only- 
begotten Son of God, as having been begotten of God the 
Father Himself before all worlds, and so Himself God; in 
which sense neither of these heresies sincerely acknowledges 
the Son of God. For, according to the Arians, (if you strip 
their dogma of its specious disguise ‘,) the only-begotten Son 
of God is in reality a creature made out of nothing, although 
more excellent than all other creatures and produced before 
them. In the view of the Socinians He is a mere man, who 
existed not before His birth of the Virgin. Both, therefore, 


whilst, as far as words go, they profess the creed of the 


Church, respecting the only-begotten Son of God, do yet 
hold and cherish in their heart what is altogether heretical and 
blasphemous. Moreover, from what we have stated so much 
at length concerning the Apostles’ Creed, we may plainly see 
the emptiness and folly, or rather the extreme shamelessness, 
of the Racovian Catechist, when he boasts, that, touching 
the person of Christ’, he and his party “believe only this, 
that He is by nature true man, such as He is witnessed to 
be in the confession of faith which is commonly called the 
Apostles’ Creed, and which all Christians embrace along with 
themselves.” 


factus sit? &e. Longe alia est apud tio, sanctitatis et veritatis inimica.” 
Marcionem, sed et apud ceeteros here- —([p. 131. 


ticos fides; imo nihil est apud ipsos P Cat. Rac. de Cognit. Christi, c. 1, 
nisi perfidia et blasphemia et conten- 


CHAPTER VI. 


OF THE ANOIENT OREED OF THE EAST. 


1. WE are come at length to our fourth and last proposi- 
tion, which is as follows ; 

In the creed or rule of faith, which was in use, in the most 
ancient Churches of the East, before the Council of Nice, 
that special mode of the Sonship of Jesus Christ, by which, 
_ that is, He was in being in His higher nature before all 
worlds, begotten of God the Father Himself, and therefore 
God, was stated and declared in express terms. 

2. It cannot be doubted that the Eastern Churches had 
their own creed, or rather creeds, before the Nicene Council ; 
creeds, I mean, more full and explicit than that first and 
most ancient one which Episcopius mentions, containing only 
the words, “I believe in God the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost.” For that the Roman and the other Churches 
of the West had a creed of their own, previous to the Council 
of Nice, larger than that simple confession of the Trinity, is 
clear enough, not only from Ruffinus and Augustine, but 
also from Tertullian and Cyprian, who wrote in the third 
century. With respect, indeed, to the Church of Rome, 
which the other Churches of the West generally followed, 
the testimony of Vigilius is express, as Vossius has cited it 
from his fourth book concerning Eutyches, where he thus 
writes*; “The whole body of believers profess that they 
believe in God the Father Almighty, and in Jesus Christ, 
His only Son, our Lord. At this article’ he’ cavils on this 
account: Why said it not, ‘In one God the Father, and 
in one Jesus Christ His Son,’ according to the decree of 
the Council of Nice? But at Rome, even before the assem- 


a Fidelium universitas profitetur capitulo ob id iste calumniatur: Cur 
eredere se in Deum Patrem omnipo- non dixerit, in unwm Deum Patrem 
tentem, et in Jesum Christum Filium et in unum Jesum Ohristum Filium 
ejus unicum, Dominum nostrum. Huic ejus, juxta Niceeni decretum concilii? 
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bling of the Nicene Synod, from the time of the Apostles 
until now, and in the time of Celestine too of blessed 
memory, to whom he bore witness as [being] of a right 
faith, the creed is delivered to the faithful in those terms"; 
and words are not objected to’, when the sense remains 
unimpaired.” Now, if the Roman and the Western Churches 
had such a creed before the Council of Nice, why not the 
Eastern Churches equally? Nay, to these Churches a creed 
of that kind was much more necessary than to the Church 
of Rome, for the reason which I have already adduced 
from Ruffinus; inasmuch, that is, as in the first ages they 
were miserably harassed by heretics, who gave no trouble to 
the Church of Rome. Moreover, Greek writers, before the 
Nicene Council, constantly in their writings mention Toy 
Kavova Ths mlatews (“the canon or rule of faith”). Indeed, 
Trenzus, who was an Asiatic, and undoubtedly must be classed 
among Greek writers, gives that rule at length in book i. 
chap. 2, as has been shewn above, [page 72.] Eusebius of 
Ceesarea likewise, at the Council of Nice, before the fathers 
had framed their creed, recited a fuller* confession of faith, 
which he had been taught when yet a catechumen, and had 
professed in holy baptism‘, as he testifies himself in his 
Epistle to the people of Czesarea, in Socrates, Eccl. Hist. i. 8. 
3. Further, we must certainly hold that the Churches of 
the East did not by any means throw aside their own ancient 
creeds after the publication of the Nicene Creed. For we see 
that the Church of Rome, after the Council of Nice, still 
retained its ancient creed. And who can doubt that the 
Eastern Churches did the same? Undoubtedly, the decrees 
of the Nicene Council, as being ecumenical, pertained equally 
to all Churches of Christ ; so that in this particular the case 
of the Eastern Church and the Churches of the West was 
the same>. But the Nicene fathers, as I think, never intended 
either to construct a new creed simply, or to transmit the 
ancient creed of the East entire with some addition of their 
own; but only to assert, in opposition to the Arians, that 


Sed Romee, et antequam Niceena syn- bus symbolum traditur; nec praejudi- 
odus conveniret, a temporibus apo-  cantur verba, ubi sensus incolumis 
stolorum usque ad nunc, et sub beatae permanet.—[ Vigil. Taps. cont. Hut 
memoriz Coelestino, cui iste recte. lib. iv. ¢ 1. p. 34.] i 
fidei testimonium reddidit, ita fideli- 
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sense of the article of the ancient creed respecting the Son onar. vr. 
of God which was the true sense, and received in the Church 52 ® 
from the very beginning. They do, indeed, prefix to their es 
own confession respecting the Son of God the article of the 
ancient creed respecting God the Father, (although: not 
entire,) and they add to it something concerning faith in 
the Holy Ghost. But this they did, because they thought 
that the faith respecting the Son of God could not have been 
set forth suitably or becomingly without a profession of faith 
in God the Father also, and in the Holy Ghost. Accordingly, 
_after merely mentioning the Holy Ghost, they immediately 
return to the article of the Son, on the assertion of which [133 ] 
they were mainly* intent, denouncing an anathema on those ! impri- 
who denied His very and eternal Godhead; “As for those ™* 
who say, There was a time when He was not,” &c. (rods 88 
AéyorTas, HV Tote OTe ovK HV, K.r.) But after these words of 
the Nicene Creed, “ And in the Holy Ghost,’ much is 
omitted, which was contained in the rule of faith received in 
the primitive Churches throughout the East, as I shall shew 
hereafter by the strongest arguments. Meanwhile, this is 
certain, that the Nicene fathers did not by any means intend 
that their creed should obtain thenceforth in’ the admi- 
nistration of baptism, (for even the very anathema’? with ? dvaeua- 
which it concludes is altogether inconsistent with that “”“” 
object,) but left to the several Churches their own former 
creeds for that use. At any rate, if that had been the in- 
tention of the holy Synod, the Roman and the Western 
Churches, whose bishops formed an important part of it, 
either did not understand its view, or despised its authority ; 
which no man of sound mind could imagine. For Ruffinus, 
in the Preface to his Exposition of the Aquileian Creed, 
testifies expressly that in his own age?, “the ancient custom 
was preserved at Rome, that such as were about to receive 
the grace of baptism repeated* in public, that is, in the * redde- 
audience of the faithful, the creed,’ the ancient Roman a 
creed, of which he had been speaking in the preceding 
context. And afterwards he says, that he had himself 
- “received” the ancient creed of the Church of Aquileia, 

b Mos inibi servatur antiquuseos qui lice, id est, fidelium populo audiente, 
gratiam baptismi suscepturi sunt, pub- symbolum redderent.—[p. 170. 
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(which in some points was different from that of Rome,) “ by 
the grace of baptism” (per baptismi gratiam suscepisse) ; in 
other words, he had professed the belief in that creed when 
he came to be baptized. 

4. Having made these prefatory remarks, I proceed to the 
proof of our proposition. Of all Churches the most ancient 
were the Churches of Palestine; and among these the 
Church of Jerusalem was the first and oldest, inasmuch as 
from it the doctrine of the Gospel first emanated, and thence 
was derived and propagated to other regions of the world ; 
hence it is called “the mother of all the Churches” (7 wyTnp 
atracav Tav éxxrnovev) by the Fathers of Constantinople, in 
their Synodical Epistle, as given in Theodoret’s Eccl. Hist. 
v. 9. And although this Church, from the first institution 
of metropolitans, apparently, almost down to the Council of 
Chalcedon, was subject to Cesarea as the metropolitan see, 
yet was it always held in great esteem by all other Churches, 
for the reason which I have mentioned. Now what the 
character of the ancient creed of this Church of Jerusalem 
was, and what it delivered to be believed respecting the 
Person of our Lord Jesus Christ, cannot be ascertained from 
any one more certainly than from Cyril, who was appointed 
Bishop of this Church about the year of Christ 350. While 
he was yet a catechist, he expounded the creed of the Church 
of Jerusalem by portions to the candidates for baptism’ in 
the sixth and following of his Catechetical Lectures. The 
portions put together make up the following confession of 
faith ¢ :— 

“TI believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible: and 
in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of the Father before all worlds, very God, by whom 


© miotedw eis eva Gedy Matépa map- 
TOKpaTopa, ToinTyy ovpavovd Ka is, 
épatay Te mavtwy Kal aopdtwy* Ka) eis 
éva xupiov "Incodv Xpiorov, Tdv vidy Tod 
cod Tdv povoyery, Tov ek To” Tlatpds 
yevunbevta mpd mdvrav tov aidvwr, 
Ocdv GAnbivoy, BL ob Ta TavTa eyéveTo® 
ouprwbevra Kat evavOpwrhcavra éx map- 
Gevou kal mvevuaros wyiov, cTavpwbévTa, 
kal tapera* Kal dvacravta ék vexpav 


7H Tpltn huépa, Kad averAOdvra cis rods 
ovpavois, kal Kabloavra én Setiay Tod 
Tlarpos' kab épxduevov ev ddim Kpivan 
Cavras Kal vexpods, ob ths BactAcias 
ovK €orat TéAos* Kad els Ev Eyiov mvedUa 
Tov TapdKAntor, TO AadAtcav ev Tors 
Tpopytais’ cis ev Bdrticpa peravolas 
els &deow duaptiav’ Ka eis uloy drylay 
KaborkcKhy éxkrnotav? kal eis capkds 
dvdoracw’ Kal eis Swhv aidvov. 
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all things were made :. [who was] incarnate’ and made man onar. v1. 
of the Virgin and the Holy Ghost; was crucified and buried ; $3—>-_ 
and rose again from the dead the third day, and ascended 

into heaven, and sat on the right hand of the Father: and 
cometh in glory to judge the quick and the dead, of whose 
kingdom there shall be no end: ‘and in one Holy Ghost the 
Comforter, who spake by the prophets: in one Baptism of 
repentance for the remission of sins : and in one holy Catholic 
Church : and in the Resurrection of the flesh: and in the Life 
everlasting.” 

5. It is plain that this creed is not the Nicene Creed itself, [135] 
and that it also wants the additional clauses of the Constan- 
tinopolitan Creed concerning the Holy Ghost. This latter 
circumstance cannot appear strange to any one, who remem- 
bers, that Cyril’s Catechetical Lectures, in which this creed 
is recited, were written many years before the Council of 
Constantinople was held, (for it was not convened till A.D. 381.) 

It follows therefore, that this is really the ancient creed of 

the Church of Jerusalem. This is rendered quite clear even 

by the circumstance, that Cyril formally * expounds it to the ! ex pro- 
: : . - « Tesgso. 

competentes or candidates for baptism; but, in the admini- 

stration of baptism, as has been already shewn, the Eastern 

as well as the Western Churches retained their own ancient 

creeds, even after the Council of Nice. Now, in this creed, 

every one must see that the divine generation of the Son 

from? God the Father before all worlds is declared in the? ex. 

most express terms, in the words; “The only-begotten Son 49 

of God, begotten of the Father before all worlds, very God, [136] 

by whom all things were made.” And I have no doubt that 

it was to this creed of Jerusalem that Eusebius (as being a 

native of Palestine, and Bishop of Ceesarea in Palestine) 

referred, when at the Council of Nice, in describing the con- 

fession of faith which he had received both in catechising 

and at holy baptism, he thus states the article respecting the 

Son of God; “ And in one Lord Jesus Christ, God of God, 

the only-begotten Son, begotten of God the Father before all 

worlds, by whom also all things were made.” For here we have 


4 [oapewevta. Or, ev capkl mapa- Ocdy ex cod, vidy fovoryeri}, mpd TAVTOV 
ryevduevor, “ who is come in the flesh.” Tév aidvew éx Tov Ocod Marpds yeyervn- 
See Cat. xii. 13.—B.] pévov, 8 ob Kad éyévero TA THVT HO. — 

© Kad eis va Kbpiov "Incotv Xpiotdv, (Socrates, H. H. i, 8.] 
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116  Shewn to be the Ante-Nicene Creed of Jerusalem ; 


the very actual words of the creed of Jerusalem, except that, 
instead of “very God” (ddknOwév Oedv), Eusebius substituted 
“ God of God” (@edv é« @eod). For with his usual caution’, 
he thought that here, as almost everywhere else, he ought to 
meet the Sabellians, by so asserting the true Divinity of the 
Son, as at the same time to preserve unimpaired to God the 
Father that special prerogative, whereby He is Himself alone 
atrébeos, that is, God of Himself’, and by means of this 
prerogative, to distinguish the Father from the Son. And in 
this the fathers at Nice themselves agreed, and accordingly in 
their Confession concerning the Son of God inserted * these 
very words, “God of God” (@edv é« Oeod) ; only adding, 
according to the ancient creed, “very God of very God” 
(Qedv adyOwov éx @cod adnOwod) : and further unfolding the 
same [truth] more fully, when they afterwards call the Son of 
God, “of one substance with the Father” (opoovcwv To 
Tlarpi), that is, not of any created or mutable essence, but 
of the very same truly divine and unchangeable nature as 
God the Father; which was also always the opinion of 
Eusebius ¢. i 

6. There are, it is true, some learned men who contend 
that these Catechetical Lectures are not the work of Cyril, 
but of one John, who was either the predecessor or the suc- 
cessor of Cyril in the see of Jerusalem. But if this were 
allowed to be true, it would not make much against us. For 
whether it were Cyril, or a John of Jerusalem, who wrote 
the Catechetical Lectures, it is still certain, that the creed 
set forth in them was really the creed which used to be 
expounded to the candidates for baptism in the Church 
of Jerusalem, and which accordingly was anciently received 
in that Church. That these Lectures, however, are really 
Cyril’s, has been proved plainly enough against these hyper- 
critical censors by Vossius, in his treatise On the three Creeds, 
Dissertation i. Thesis 51%. At all events, Jerome, the con- 
temporary of Cyril, expressly attributes these Catechetical 
Lectures to Cyril, and states in his Catalogue of Ecclesiastical 
Writers that they were written by him while he was yet a young 


f [See my Defence of the Nicene Second Dissertation in the Preface 


Creed, iv. 1. 10. [p. 569. ] to the edition of 1720 ili — 
® De Tribus Symbolis. [See the B.] Rimi oar 
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man ; and Theodoret, not to mention other later authorities, 
quotes a passage from them as Cyril’s. Vossius, however, 
himself. im the same place says, “There is a consideration, 
which may seem calculated to create a doubt, but which has 
not been touched upon by others; namely, the fact that we 
find in this creed certain words, which seem to have been’ de- 
rived from the Creed of Constantinople; as those which follow 
the clause, ‘and in the Holy Ghost;’ that is, ‘the Comforter, 
who spake by the prophets ; in one baptism of repentance for 
the remission of sins,” &c. The learned author, as it seems, 
supposed that these additional clauses were not a part of the 
creed of the East before the Council of Constantinople ; led 
to this view (as he informs us himself) by the fact, that the 
Nicene fathers end their creed with the words, “and in the 
Holy Ghost.” But how utterly without force this reasoning 
is, (although indeed the great Erasmus was the author of it,) 
is sufficiently clear from what we have already said at the 
commencement of this chapter ; and what remains to be said 
will make it still clearer. Meanwhile, I shall prove by the 
strongest arguments, that the words in the Creed of Jerusalem 
which follow the clause, “and in the Holy Ghost,” were not 
_ taken from the Creed of Constantinople, but were contained 
in the most ancient creeds of the East, long before the 
Council of Constantinople, and even before that of Nice. 

7. (1.) It is certain that the creeds which the Churches of 
the West used before the Council of Constantinople and even 
before that of Nice, did not end with the words, ‘‘ and in the 
Holy Ghost,” but that there were in them other articles of 
faith subjomed. Now who that considers what we have before 
observed respecting the Eastern origin of almost all heresies, 
would readily suppose that the Western creeds were more 
full.than those of the East? And that there were some heads 
of Christian doctrine subjoined to the article on the Holy 
Ghost in the ancient creeds of the Western Churches, is easy 
of proof. For Cyprian, in his Epistle to Magnus, has these 
words respecting the creed into which the Novatians of his 
time, agreeing herein with the Catholics, baptized; “When 
they say, Dost thou believe the remission of sins, and the life 


h Gum dicunt, Oredis remissionem sanctam ecclesiam? mentiuntur in 
peccatorum et vitam sternam per interrogatione, quando non habeant 
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everlasting by the holy Church? they lie in their question, 
for they have not the Church.”” Here you have three articles 
expressed in the ancient African Creed, viz. of the Church, 
of Remission of sins, and of the Life everlasting. Moreover, 
Tertullian expressly places the article concerning the Church 
in that confession of faith which was necessary to be made 
by every candidate for baptism’: see his treatise On Baptism, 
chap. 6'; ‘ But since both the attesting of faith and the 
promise of salvation is pledged under three,” (that is, under 
the three Divine Persons, God the Father, the Son, and the 
[189] Holy Ghost,) “there is besides mention necessarily made of 

50 the Church.” To the same effect is that which Tertullian 
also says, in chap. 11 of the same treatise, about Christ not 
baptizing in His own person*; “For unto whom should He 
baptize’? Unto repentance? To what purpose then had He 
a forerunner? Unto remission of sins? which He gave by a 
word! Unto Himself? whom in humility He hid! Unto 
the Holy Ghost? who had not as yet descended from the 
Father! Unto the Church? which the Apostles had not 
as yet set up!” Here the article of the remission of sins is 
also indicated ; which I notice on account of Erasmus, who 
thought that that article was added in opposition to Novatus }, 
In the time of Tertullian, however, Novatus had not yet 
appeared ; since he was contemporary with Novatian, and as- 
sisted him in the propagation of his schism, and consequently 
did not disturb the Church until the age of Cyprian ; whence 
it happened, that by some persons, especially by Greeks, No- 
vatus and Novatian were taken to be the same heresiarch™; 
though Cyprian attests the contrary, for at the beginning of 
his eighth Epistle to Cornelius he writes thus about them®; 
“You have acted with diligence and affection, dearest brother, 
in speedily despatching to us Nicephorus the acolyte, both to 
ecclesiam,—Lib. i. Ep. 6. [Ep. Ixxvi. 


1 bapti- 
zando, 


2 tingue- 
ret. ; 


p. 154.] See also lib. i. Ep. 12. ed. 
Erasmi. [EHp. xx. p. 125.] 

i Cum autem sub tribus et testatio 
fidei et sponsio salutis pignerentur, 
necessario adjicitur ecclesie mentio. 
—[p. 226.] 

* In quem enim tingueret? in 
peenitentiam? quo ergo illi preecur- 
sorem? in peccatorum -remissionem, 
quam verbo dabat? in semetipsum, 
quem humilitate celabat ? in Spiritum 
S. qui nondum a Patre descenderat? 


in ecclesiam, quam nondum apostoli 
struxerant ’—[p. 228.] 

' In his Reply to the Censure of the 
Faculty of Theology at Paris, Tit. xi. 

™ See the Notes of Valesius on 
Eusebius, Eccl. Hist. vi. 45, p. 247, 
[p. 818. See also Lardner’s Disserta- 
tion on this point in opposition to 
Jackson.—B. ] 

" Et cum diligentia et dilectione 
fecisti, frater carissime, festinato ad 
nos mittendo Nicephorum acolythum 
qui nobis et de confessoribus regressis 


and of the Creed in the Apostolical Constitutions. 119 


announce to us the glorious and glad tidings of the return of omar. v1. 

the confessors, and most fully to prepare us against the new ic 

and pernicious machinations of Novatian and Novatus to assail 

the Church of Christ.” Besides, the Novatians baptized into 

the same rule of faith as the Catholics; they also required of 

their disciples a profession of the article of the remission of 

sins, as is evident from Cyprian’s Epistle to Magnus, which 

has been quoted above. For neither Novatus nor Novatian [140] 

denied remission of sins absolutely’; but both asserted that * ey tes 

that remission did not extend to certain most grave? sins, , ees 

_ committed after baptism, (such as the sin of those who had ma. 
polluted themselves by either actually sacrificing or accepting 

certificates*;) or, at least, that such sins were not to be ® libello. 

remitted by the authority of the Church*‘. This, however, * i foro 

by the way; I return to my subject. meer 
8. (2.) In the Apostolic Constitutions, vii. 41, there is given 

a confession of faith, or a creed to be recited by those that 

are about to be baptized, in which, after a profession of faith 

“in God the Father unbegotten, and in His only-begotten 

_ Son, begotten before the worlds, begotten, not made,” the 

following words occur’; “I am baptized also into the Holy 

Ghost, that is, the Comforter, who wrought in all the saints 

from the beginning of the world ; and was afterwards sent to 

the Apostles also from the Father, according to the promise 

of our Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, and after the Apo- 

stles again to all that believe in® the holy Catholic Church; § &. 

into® the resurrection of the flesh, and into the forgiveness of ° «is. 

sins, and into the kingdom of heaven, and into the life of the 

world to come.’ Here we have almost all the articles 

which in the Creed of Jerusalem come after the words, “and 

in the Holy Ghost ;” with this difference, that the author 

_ explains the clause, “ who spake by the prophets,” by, “ who 

wrought in all the saints from the beginning of the world ;” 

and that he transposes the other articles. Only those words 


[141] 





gloriosam leetitiam nuntiaret, et ad- 
versus Novatiani et Novati novas et 
perniciosas ad impugnandam Christi 
ecclesiam machinas plenissime instru- 
eret.—[Ep. xlix. p. 63.] 

© See Socrates, Keel. Hist. i. 10. - 

P Bam ifouat Kal eis TO Meda TO 
dyiov, rour éott TOV mapdeAnTov, 70 
evepyijoay ev waoWw Tols or aidvos 


drylois, borepov 5& arooradty Kal Tots 
dmocréAos mapa Tob Turpds, Kard Thy 
émayyeAlay Tod cwrTipos judy Kuplov 
"Incov Xpioro, rad mera Tovs amoord- 
Aous 8€ maot Tots mug Tevovow év Th ole 
KaboALKy exkrnolg, cis capKds dvdara- 
ow, Kal els dpeow ayapT Lay, kad «is 
Bagtretav ovpavay, kal eis Swiy Tov 
BéAAorTOS aidvos.—[p. 383. ] 


JUDGMENT 
OF THE 
OATHOLIO 
CHURCH. 


51 


120 And of Arian Creeds, professing to agree with the Church ; 


are wanting, “and in one baptism of repentance,” of which 
we shall speak by-and-by. Of the Constitutions, however, 
which are called Apostolical, the very eminent cardinal John 
Bona gives his opinion, which agrees with that of other very 
learned men, in the following words!; “ Whatever be the 
case as to the author of these Constitutions, it is now held 
by all to be a certain and ascertained fact, that they are 
more ancient than the Nicene Council’, and that they con- 
tain the discipline by which the Eastern Church was governed 
previous to Constantine the Great; as the very learned 
Morinus informs us in part ii. of his work On Holy Orders, 
p- 20. ‘With whom Fronto agrees in his Notes prefixed to 
the Roman Calendar, § 5.” However, with regard to the 
creed which is contained in these Constitutions, their author 
(or rather, their interpolator) gives, in his usual way, a para- 
phrase of it, from beginning to end. Still, it is manifest that | 
the creed which the author had in view, was neither the 
Nicene nor the Constantinopolitan, (since it is without the 
additional clauses of both, of the former against Arius, and 
of the latter against Macedonius,) and quite agrees with the 
Confession of Jerusalem. 

9. (3.) A third argument may be drawn from the confes- 
sion of faith which Arius and Euzoius presented to Constan- 
tine in the name of themselves and their party, and by which 
they wished to persuade the emperor, that they believed in 


_ every point, “as the whole Catholic Church and the Scrip- 


[142] 


1 cis, 


tures teach” (ws mdca Kxabonrwxn éxxrAnoia, Kal ai ypadat o.- 
SacKxovew *.) Now, in this confession, after the article on the 
Holy Ghost, there followst; “and in’ the resurrection of the - 
flesh, and in the life of the world to come, and in the king- 
dom of heaven, and in one holy Catholic Church of God.” 
Here you have, though arranged in a different order, three 
out of the four articles which are placed after the article on 
the Holy Ghost in the creed of Jerusalem. And as this 
confession of faith was written many years before the Council 
of Constantinople, it was impossible for the heretics to have 
rehearsed their articles after the pattern of the Creed deli- 


4 Rerum Liturgic, i, 8, 4. 

r See the Notes on the Defence of 
the Nic. Creed, ii. 3. 6. [p. 111.] — 
Bowynr. 

® In Socrates, Heel. Hist. i, 26. 


* kal eis capkds avdoracw, kal eis 
Swhy tod péddovros aidvos, Kal cis Ba- 
otAcloy odpavay, Kal eis play KadorrKhy 
exkAnolay rod @cod.—[ Ibid. ] 
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vered in that Council. It remains, therefore, that they had omar. vt. 
in view the ancient creed of the East, in which the same 8=** ae 
articles occurred. In like manner, in the creed of the Synod 
of Eastern Bishops, of the Arian party, at Sardica’, which is ! apud 
contained in the fragments of Hilary, after a profession of oes 
faith in God the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost 
the Comforter’, the following words are subjoined"; “ We ? Paracle- 
believe also in* the holy Church, in the remission of sins, in nie ah 
the resurrection of the flesh, in the life everlasting.” Where ®¢¥s 
you have also the article on the remission of sins, which was 
omitted in the former confession.’ 

10. (4.) Fourthly, to these arguments, which are in them- 
selves sufficiently clear, I further add this most evident proof. 
The clauses in the Creed of Jerusalem, which follow the 
words, “and in the Holy Ghost,” are manifestly directed. 
against certain heresies, which greatly disturbed the Church 
of Christ, particularly in the East, in the second century ; 
but which were laid to rest at the time of the Council of 
Constantinople and long before; so that it is absurd to 
lay down, that those clauses were added at that time to the 
Eastern creed. The heresies I allude to are those of Simon, 
Menander, Cerinthus and others, who are usually comprised 
under the name of Gnostics; which, as Gregory Nazi- [143] 
anzen, who flourished at the time of, and previous to, the 
Council of Constantinople, attests, had now in his time 
become extinct *. It remains for me then to prove, that 
what follows in the Creed of Jerusalem after the mention of 
the Holy Ghost, was levelled against the wild, or rather 
monstrous, notions of the Gnostics. If in the explanation 
of this subject I shall be somewhat prolix, I do not anticipate 
that that circumstance will be either unprofitable or unplea- 
sant to a reader who is a lover of antiquity *. * pidap- 
11. I shall begin with the words immediately after the *** 
clause, 7d Ilapd«Antov, 76 Nadjoay ev Tots mpopytass, “the 
Comforter, who spake by * the prophets.” The word “ Com- 5 per. 
forter ” (Ilapd«dnTos) in the Scriptures themselves is a well- 
known designation of the Holy Ghost, and that of very wide 
signification; inasmuch as it means both Teacher, and Com- 


u Credimus et in sanctam eccle- Fragm. iii. p. 1133.] 
siam, in remissionem peccatorum, in Y Orat, xxiii. edit. Par. 1630. [Orat. 
carnis resurrectionem, in vitam eeter- xxy, 8. p. 459 ] 
nam. — [S. Hilarii, ex opere Hist. 
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122 “The Comforter, that spake by the Prophets,” directed 


forter, and Advocate. This epithet indeed is not applied at 
all to the Holy Ghost in the Creed of Constantinople; an 
omission of which I shall state the reason a little below ; but 
it occurs in the Clementine Creed, and also in the Arian 
Creed of Sardica, as has been already shewn. It is however 
quite probable, that this word was added in opposition to the 
Gnostics. For most of those heretics maintained that the 
Paraclete and the Holy Ghost were two different Mons. 
See by all means Tertullian’s treatise Against Valentinus, 
Pamelius’ edition, chap. viii. 23%, compared with chap. xi.. 
128%, and the scheme! which Pamelius prefixed to that 
work Y. But, not to insist on this, the following words, viz. 
“who spake by the prophets,” are most manifestly directed 
against the heresy of the Gnostics. For nearly all of them 
taught, that the God who was the Creator of this visible 
world, and was preached by the Law and the Prophets, was 
different from the God who is manifested in the Gospel; and 
that the ancient prophets were not inspired by the Holy 
Ghost, but by a power’ proceeding from that God of the 
world * (whom some of them did not hesitate openly to call 
evil ;) and that therefore their writings were to be held in no 
esteem ‘, but to be clean rejected”. This heresy was no doubt 
referred to by Ignatius, when in his Epistle to the Phila- 
delphians he thus admonishes them*; “And we love the 
prophets ; for they too delivered their messages with a view 
to the gospel ” (rovs mpodytas 5é€ ayaraduev, 81a TO Kal 
avTous eis TO evaryyédvoy KaTnyyedKévat.) Thus the meaning 
of Ignatius is rightly understood by his interpolator, when to 
this passage he subjoins the following’; “The prophets and 
the apostles received from God through Jesus Christ one 
and the same Holy Spirit, a good and directing °, and a true, 
teaching, right ® Spirit. For the God of the old and the new 
testament is One; the Mediator between God and men is 


w (P. 253. ] 

= [les Clase] 

y Compare Irenzeus himself in our 
edition, p.9, line 28, compared with 
p. 13, line 13. [i. 1, 2. p. 7.|—Grasn. 

z [The Ebionites likewise, as Me- 
thodius testifies, (Sympos. p. 113,) 
“had erred concerning the Spirit, con- 
tentiously saying, that the prophets 
spake of their own motion ”—zep) rod 
mvevpatos Eopadpevor hoav, e& idtas 


kwhoews Tos Tpophras AEAaAnKevat 
proverkodvres. This, I remark by the 
way, shews that the Ebionites agreed 
with the Gnostics—B.] 
@ Page 41, ed. Voss. [§ 5. p. 31.] 

> of mpopirat kad of ddaroAor ey Kat 
70 avTd Gyoy tvedua, dyabdy Kad Fye- 
Movikdy, dAndés Te didacKkaArrKdv eraBov 
mapa @cod dia "Incod Xpictov, edOes 
tmveDua’ cis yap 6 Ocds madras kab 
Kawns SiaOrjcns’ eis 6 mecltns Ocovd Kar 
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One ; both for the creation of things that are objects of mind 
and those of sense, and for the proper and suitable providence 
over them: and the Paraclete also is One, who wrought in 
~ Moses, and the prophets, and the apostles.” And a little 
afterwards °; “ If any one confesses Christ Jesus to be Lord, 
but denies the God of the law and of the prophets, alleging 
that the Maker of heaven and earth is not the Father of 
Christ, such an one standeth not in the truth, as neither did 
his father the devil: and such an one is a disciple of Simon 
Magus, but not of the Holy Ghost.” Similar statements 
you may read throughout Ireneus, Tertullian, and other 
ancient writers. 

12. It was against this blasphemy of the Gnostics, I am 
most certainly convinced, that the words, “who spake by 
the prophets,” or what was equivalent to them, were in- 
serted even in the earliest creeds of the East. For Irenzeus, 
in book i. chap. 24, when stating the rule of faith already 
received in his own time, has this on the article of the Holy 
Ghost ; “Who by the prophets preached the dispensations 
of God” (7d dsa Tév Tpopyntay Kexnpuyxos Tas oiKovopulas Tod 
@cod). In like manner in a summary of the ancient creed 
quoted in the Greek by Damascene, which Irenzus gives in 
book iv. chap. 62°, and which we have above transcribed in 
full£, the belief in the Holy Ghost is thus stated ; “And in 
the Spirit of God, who sets forth amongst men in every 
generation the dispensations of the Father and of the 
Son, as the Father wills.” In like manner, Athenagoras, 
who was somewhat earlier than Irenzus, in his Legation 
for the Christians, while stating the confession of all 
Christians respecting the Triune God, thus expresses the 
Catholic faith concerning the Holy Ghost; “ And we say 
also, that the Holy Ghost Himself, who wrought in them 
that spake prophetically, is an effluence* of God.” He had 


Aos* Ka @orw 6 TowwdrTos Sluwvos Tov 


dvOpdrwy, els Te Snuuwoupylay vontav rad 
aicOntay, Kal mpovotay mpoapopoy kad 
KatdAAnvrov" eis dé Kal 6 mapdKAntos, 
6 évepynoas vy Mwoj, kat mpoprtats, 
kad drootdAots.—[p. 78. 

© édy tis duoreyh Xpiordy "Incodv 
kdpiov, dpvara d& Toy Ocdv Tod vd mov 
Kal -rév mpopnTay, ovK elvar Adyov Tov 
ovpavod Kal is mount ay Tarépa Tod 
Xpiotod, 6 Towdros ev TH anbela obx 
dornnev, &s Kad 6 Tatiyp adrod 6 diaSo- 


pdryou, GAN ov Tov arylov mvevuaros 
padynths.—[§ 6. p. 79.] 

4 (Chap. x. p. 48.] 

e (Chap. xxxiii. 7. p. 272.] 

f [See above, c. v. § 9. p. 108.] 

£ tad avd Td evepyodr Tois expwvovcr 
mpopntinas Gyiwv mvedua, amdpporav 
elvat pauty Tod Ocov.—p. 10. [§ 10. 
p. 287.] 
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124 Evidence that it was apart of the ancient Ante-NiceneCreeds. 


said a little before in the same passage"; ‘‘ And the pro- 
phetical Spirit also agrees with’ what we say.” Before 
these again, Justin, when expounding likewise the Christian 
faith respecting the most glorious’ Trinity, to the Roman 
Emperor, describes the third Person in the same way; 
Apology iii “ But Him, (that is, the Father,) and the Son, 
who came forth from Him, .. .. and the prophetical Spirit, 
we worship and adore, honouring Them in reason and in 
truth.” Parallel to this is that which afterwards occurs in the 
same Apology*; “And the prophetical Spirit we in reason 
honour in the third place.” Again, in the same Apology, he 
adds, speaking of the prophets of the Old Testament’; 
“Through whom the prophetical Spirit foretold the things 
that should happen, before they came to pass.” And what 
follows further in the same Apology, approaches very nearly to 
the words of the creed of Jerusalem; where, in treating again 
of the belief and confession of the Holy Trinity, into which 
the Christians of his time used to be baptized, he expresses 
what relates to the Third Person in these words™; ‘ And in 
the name of the Holy Ghost, who foretold through the pro- 
phets all things pertaining to Jesus, is he who is illuminated*® 
washed.” Surely, but little judgment or, at any rate, little 
candour can be attributed to him, who, after weighing so 
many and so plain testimonies, can deny that the words, “ who 
spake by the prophets” (76 Aadijoav dua Tév TpopyTay), or 
words equivalent to them, were contained in the description 
of the Holy Ghost, in the most ancient creed of the East. 
I have, indeed, often before now wondered, why the Fathers 
of Constantinople, after these words about the Holy Ghost, 
“The Lord, and the Giver of life, who proceedeth from the 
Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and 
glorified,” should have added in their creed, “ who spake by 
the prophets.” For to my mind, after such magnificent 
things attributed to the Holy Spirit, that He is “the Lord, 
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and the Giver of life, proceeding from the Father, who with cuap. vr. 

the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified,” Rites? wee 

this additional clause, “ who spake by the prophets,’’ seemed 

frigid. When, however, I ascertained that the ancient Eastern 

creed had, “the Comforter, who spake by the prophets” (7d 

Tlapdkdyrov, Td ANadjoav Sia Tév rpopntav), I came to this 

conclusion, that the holy Synod, instead of “ the Com- 

forter,” substituted those magnificent clauses, more clearly 

to express the true divinity of the Holy Ghost in opposition 

to Macedonius, and then subjoined, “who spake by the 
prophets” (7rd Nadjoav Sua tév tpofpyrdv), because this 

_ followed in the ancient creed. But this by the way. 

13. I proceed to the next article, “in one baptism of 
repentance, unto* the remission of sins” (eis év Bawticpa ! or, “in.” 
peravolas, eis abecw auaptiav). In the published copies of 
Cyril’s Catechetical Lectures, indeed, these words make two 
distinct propositions; but they ought certainly to be joined 58 
together into one article, as is done in the Creed of Con- 
stantinople, in this way; “I acknowledge one baptism unto 
the remission of sins” (duodoyd &v Bamticpa eis adeow 
apaptidv) ; so that baptism be here stated to be the mean of 
obtaining forgiveness, and forgiveness itself to be the end 
of baptism. Now that this article too was levelled against 
the heresy of the Gnostics, I am most thoroughly persuaded. 

For Irenzus (i. 18", near the beginning) states concerning [148] 
the Valentinians, that they were led by the wiles’ of Satan ? presti- 
“to a denial of-the baptism of our regeneration to God, and ©” 

to a rejection of the entire faith.” They did not, however, 

all maintain this impious tenet in the same manner. For 

some of them nullified *® the one only baptism of Christ by * evacua- 
their distinction of a twofold baptism; while others rejected pee 
all baptism whatsoever, which is performed with any external 
ceremony. Of the former class of these heretics, Irenzeus 

thus speaks afterwards in the same chapter°®; “For they 

lay down that the baptism of Jesus, who was visible *, was ‘ 700 pau 
for the remission of sins; whilst the redemption of Christ, Coes 
who descended on Him’, was for perfection : and that the 5 rod év 

2 cis ekdpynow Tod Bawticpatos Tis  pévov “Incod apécews duapridy, Tiv de (betes ie 
cis @cdv dyayevvijoews, Kal mdons Tis amodvTpwow Too év adtTG Xpioctod 
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former is carnal, the latter spiritual; and that baptism was 
announced by John unto repentance ; but that the redemp- 
tion was brought in by Jesus unto perfection. And this is 
that of which He said; ‘ And I have another baptism to be 
baptized with, and I by all means hasten unto it’.’” Of 
these Irenzus says further in a subsequent passage of the 
same chapter, that they celebrated the external baptism of 
water in a different form and with different rites from those 
which were in general use in the Catholic Church. Respect- 
ing the latter sect of the Valentinians, Irenzeus speaks as 
follows, near the end of the chapter already cited ?; “‘ Others 
again, repudiating’ all this, maintain, that the mystery * of 
the ineffable and invisible power ought not to be performed 
by means of creatures which are visible and corruptible ; 
nor that of things that are inconceivable and incorporeal by 
means of things perceptible and corporeal: but that perfect 
redemption is the very knowledge of the ineffable Majesty.” 
Who does not now see, that this article in the creed of 
Jerusalem, “I believe in one baptism of repentance for the 
remission of sins,” was a most suitable antidote against these 
impious doctrines of the Gnostics? For by these words the 
Catholics professed, that they believed, in the first place, 
that baptism was necessary,—necessary, that is to say, both 
because commanded *, and also as a means*, at least ordi- 
narily ; secondly, that the baptism of Christ was one only, 
even that which the Catholic Church observes; lastly, that 
that one baptism was the baptism of repentance and of 
remission of sins; and that no one rises to such “« perfec- 
tion®” in his life, as not to require remission of sins. It 
was this article of the ancient Eastern creed, as I quite 
think, that Irenzus had in view, when, in book i. chap. 24, 
rehearsing the rule of faith, he observes, that in it is de- 
livered as a matter to be believed, that eternal salvation 
will be given, not only to those who have kept the command- 
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ments of our Lord from the beginning, but to those also who 
have done it “through or after repentance™” (é« eravotas), 
that is, a universal repentance, whereby is effected a passage 
from the state of sin and death into the state of justification 
and salvation. See Luke xv. 7. 

14, I now come to the article on the Church, expressed 
in these words, “and in one holy Catholic Church” (kai eis 
piav ayiay KaOonxny éxxrnciav). In this article, however, 
in the opinion of some, the word Catholic, at least, was 
added at a later period, in opposition, that is to say, to the 
Novatians and other schismatical disturbers of the peace 
of the Church in the third century: which was the opinion 
of John Gerhard Vossius, as may be seen in his work On the 
Three Creeds, Diss. i. Thesis 39. It is, however, certain 
(though this great man does not seem to have observed it) 
that the epithet Catholic was attached to the Church of 
Christ even in the times that came next after the age of the 
Apostles. For in the Epistle of the brethren of Smyrna re- 
specting the martyrdom of St. Polycarp there is mention made 
of the Catholic Church in the very salutation®; “ The Church 
of God, which dwelleth at Smyrna, to that which dwelleth at 


Philomelium, and to all the portions’ in every place of the? 


holy Catholic Church, the mercy, peace, and love of God the 
Father and of our Lord Jesus Christ be multiplied.” In the 
same epistle also these Smyrneans relate that Polycarp, when 
at the point of death, mentioned in his prayers “the whole 
Catholic Church throughout the world” (aons tis Kata THv 
oixovperny KaforuKjs exKrAnoias). Indeed, before Polycarp, 
the same epithet had been expressly applied by Ignatius to 
the Church of God in his Epistle to the Smyrneans'; dzrov 
dv 9 Xpictds “Inoods, éxed 4 KaOodsxn éxxdola, that is, 
‘© Wherever Jesus Christ is, there is the Catholic Church.” 
Valesius, therefore, is right in'saying"; “ This epithet seems 
to have been applied to the Church in the first age following 
that of the Apostles, when the heresies that arose in many 
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128 The Gnostics all rejected “ the Holy Catholic Church.” 


places aimed at subverting the true faith of Christ and the 
tradition of the Apostles. For at that time, with a view of 
distinguishing the true and genuine Church of Christ from 
the bastard assemblies of the heretics, the name of Catholic 
was given to the Church of the orthodox alone.” It is, 
however, further to be observed, that the Gnostics, who 
disseminated their heresies chiefly in the next age after the 
Apostolic, had nearly all come to such a height of presump- 
tion and shamelessness, as habitually to boast’, that the 
pure and unadulterated Gospel was taught in their assem- 
blies only; that they alone had discovered and possessed 
the knowledge of God’s mysteries and the true way of obtain- 
ing salvation; whence they assumed the name of Gnostics; 
whilst the doctrine which the Apostles had handed down, 
and the Catholic Church had received and embraced, was in 
most particulars’ false and spurious*. For concerning these 
heretics Irenzeus, iii. 2, writes as follows*; ‘“ For when they 
are refuted out of the Scriptures, they turn to accuse the 
Scriptures themselves, as if they were not right nor of autho- 
rity; and [allege] that they are capable of different senses‘, and 
that the truth cannot be discovered from them by such as are 
ignorant of their tradition. For that the truth was delivered 
not in writing®, but by word of mouth: for which reason Paul 
also said,‘ Howbeit, we speak wisdom among them that are 
perfect; yet not the wisdom of this world’ And this 
wisdom each one of them avers to be that which he has found 
out of himself; a fiction to wit ; so that reasonably °, accord- 
ing to their view, truth lies sometimes with Valentinus, 
sometimes with Marcion, sometimes with Cerinthus, and 
then again with Basilides. .. . . For every one of them, being 
utterly perverted, feels no shame in preaching up himself 
while he depraves the rule of truth. But when we challenge 


* Cum ex Scripturis arguuntur, in 
accusationem convertuntur ipsarum 
Scripturarum, quasi non recte habeant, 
neque sint ex auctoritate, et quia varie 
sint dicta, et quia non possit ex his 
inveniri veritas ab his qui nesciant 
traditionem. Non enim per literas 
traditam illam, sed per vivam vocem; 
ob quam causam et Paulum dixisse, 
Sapientiam autem loquimur inter per- 
Sectos ; sapientiam autem non mundi 


hujus. Et hane sapientiam unusquis- 
que eorum esse dicit, quam a semetipso 
adinvencrit, fictionem videlicet, ut 
digne secundum eos sit veritas, ali- 
quando quidem in Valentino, aliquando 
autem in Marcione, aliquando in Ce- 
rintho, postea deinde in Basilide . . 

Unusauisque enim ipsorum omnimodo 
perversus semetipsum, regulam veri- 
tatis depravans, preedicare non con- 
funditur. Cum autem ad eam iterum 
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them again to that tradition which comes from the Apostles, 
which is guarded in the Churches through the successions 
of presbyters, they are opposed to tradition, alleging that, 
being superior in wisdom not only to the presbyters, but even 
to the Apostles, they have discovered the pure truth ; whereas 
the Apostles mixed up with the words of the Saviour things 
which pertain to the Law; and not only the Apostles, but 
even the Lord Himself also, at one time spoke from the 
Demiurge, at another from the middle power’, and sometimes ! a medie- 
again from the highest?; and that they themselves, on the 

other hand, know the hidden mystery undoubtedly, unde- ee ; 
filedly, and sincerely ; an assertion which is indeed a most 
impudent blasphemy against their Maker.’ In opposition 
to all these impious dogmatisers, all the sons of the Church 
in that age were most properly obliged to profess belief “in 
one Catholic Church ;” that is, that they willed*® constantly to 
cleave to that doctrine and faith which was preached with one 
mouth, as it were, by the Bishops and Presbyters in the 
Apostolic Churches throughout the world, in agreement with 
the Holy Scriptures. The meaning of the article can hardly 
be better expressed than in the words of Irenzeus, at the be- 
ginning of chap. iv. of the afore-cited book’; “We ought 
not to be still in quest of the truth among others, which it is 
easy to get from the Church; since the Apostles cast into it 
most abundantly, as into a rich treasury, all things which 
appertain to the truth, so that whosoever will, may take from 
it the water of life. For this is the entrance unto life; whereas 
all other [teachers] are thieves and robbers; on which ac- 
count we ought indeed to avoid them; but what belongs to 
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traditionem, quze est ab apostolis, quee 
persuccessiones presbyterorum in eccle- 
’ siis custoditur, provocamus eos, adver- 
santur traditioni, dicentes se non solum 
presbyteris, sed etiam apostolis exis- 
tentes sapientiores, sinceram invenisse 
veritatem ; apostolos autem admiscu- 
isse ea, que sunt legalia, Salvatoris 
verbis; et non solum apostolos, sed 
etiam ipsum Dominum, modo quidem 
a Demiurgo, modo autem a medietate, 
interdum autem a summitate fecisse 
sermones; et se vero indubitate et in- 
contaminate et sincere absconditum 
seire mysterium ; quod quidem impu- 
BULL.—J. C. 0. 


dentissime est blasphemare suum F'ac- 
torem. —[p. 175.] 

y Non oportet adhue querere apud 
alios veritatem, quam facile est ab 
ecclesia sumere; cum apostoli, quasi 
in depositorium dives, plenissime in 
eam contulerint omnia que sint veri- 
tatis; uti omnis,quicumque velit, sumat, 
ex ea potum vite. . Hee est enim 
vitee introitus; omnes autem reliqui 
fures sunt et latrones; propter quod 
oportet devitare quidem illos; qu 
autem sunt ecclesia, cum summa dili- 
gentia diligere, et apprehendere yeri- 
tatis traditionem.—[p. 178.] 
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the Church we ought with the utmost diligence to love’, and 
to embrace the tradition of the truth.” 

15. The two remaining articles, on “the Resurrection of the 
flesh,” and on “the Life Everlasting,” are given in express : 
terms even in the Clementine Creed, in the confession of 
Arius and Euzoius, in that also of the Arian pseudo-synod 
of Sardica, which have been already mentioned, and finally 
in the rule of faith in Irenzus, i.2. That most of the Gno- 
stics, however, denied the resurrection of the flesh, and, by 
consequence, the everlasting life of the world to come, is too 
well known to require a laboured proof. It is of these, no 
doubt, that Irenzeus speaks, v. 2; “But they are utterly 
vain, who set at nought the whole dispensation of God, and 
deny the salvation of the flesh, and despise its regeneration, 
saying that it is not capable of incorruption.” He attributes 
the same heresy to Basilides by name, book i. 237; and to 
Marcion, in chap. 29 of the same book*; with respect to 
both of whom Tertullian agrees with him, in his treatise On 
the Prescription against Heresies. Whilst Augustine, in his 
work On Heresies, attributes the same impious doctrine to 
Simon Magus, Carpocrates, Valentinus, Apelles, and other 
heretics of the same character. Now from all this it is at 
last clear, that what follows the clause, “ And in the Holy 
Ghost,” in the Creed of Jerusalem, was certainly not added 
to the Eastern Creed by the fathers of Constantinople, 
but had been inserted in that creed long before the Council 
of Constantinople, and even that of Nice, in opposition to the 
impious ravings of the Gnostics, who began to put forth their 
heresies publicly about the beginning of the second century. 

16. But, that you may see yet more clearly the antiquity 


of the whole Creed of Jerusalem, I shall not be unwilling 


to show briefly that even the preceding articles of the same 
creed, respecting God the Father and the Son, are so drawn 
up as most manifestly to be aimed against the blasphemies of 
the Gnostics. The article on God the Father is expressed in 
these words; “I believe in one God the Father Almighty, 


* Vani autem omnimodo, qui uni- tes non eam capacem esse immortali- 
versam dispositionem Dei contem-  tatis—[e, 24. 3. p. 101.] 
nunt, et carnis salutem negant, et * [e. 27. 2. p. 106.) 
regenerationem ejus spernunt, dicen- 
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Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and 
invisible.” The Cerinthians with other Gnostics did not 
acknowledge one God the Father as the Creator, but asserted 
that the Demiurge, the Creator and God of this world, was 
one, and the Father of Christ our Lord was another. The 
Cerdonites and the Marcionites had the boldness to declar e, 
explicitly, that there were two Gods and two Principles. 
Indeed, all the Gnostics ascribed the things visible and the 
things invisible (ra dparad xai ta adpara) to different creators, 
and denied that this visible world was made by the supréme 
God. The next clause is, “ And in one Lord Jesus Christ.” 
The Cerinthians, as has often been stated by us in this work 
and elsewhere, denied that Jesus Christ was one, separating 
Jesus from Christ, and affirming that Christ descended from 
above into Jesus at His baptism, and at the coming on of! 
His passion flew back again to His own pleroma. The same 
Cerinthians taught, as did also the Carpocratians, (and so far 
the Ebionites, too, agreed with them,) that the Lord Jesus 
was a mere man, and the son of a man, and had no existence 
at all before His birth of Mary. And they are glanced at in 
the next words of the creed, “The only-begotten Son of 
God, begotten of the Father before all worlds, very God.” 
All the Gnostics, however, denied that God the Father made 
all things by His Son, and therefore it was added, “‘ by whom 
all things were made.” What follows next, “ Incarnate, and 
made man, crucified, &c.,” is manifestly aimed at the Docetz, 
who affirmed, that our Lord was born as man, suffered, and 
died in an imaginary way’; a heresy which was maintained 
by almost all the Gnostics. To the article on Christ’s 
coming to judge the quick and the dead, these words are 
subjoined, “of whose kingdom there shall be no end” (od 
THS Bacirelas ov« éoras tédos) ; words which, although they 
are not in the Nicene Creed, occur in that of Constantinople; 
though they have no relation to the Macedonian controversy. 
They are also to be found in the Clementine Creed; Apo- 
stolical Constitutions, vii. 41. That they were not at all 
an addition of the fathers of Constantinople, but existed 
in the ancient creed which prevailed in the Hast long before 
the Council of Constantinople, or even that of Nice, is 
proved by this argument ; that words equivalent to them* 
ieee 
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are found in most of the confessions of the Ariaus preserved 
in Athanasius», where they wished to persuade others that 
they religiously maintained the ancient rule of the Catholie 
faith. Thus the Eusebian party, in their Confession, declare® 
their belief that Christ “cometh to judge the quick and the 
dead, and that He continueth a King and God for ever” 
(épydpevov Kpivat CavTas Kal vexpovs, Kat Siapévovta Bactrhéa 
Kad @edv eis rods aidvas). In like manner the Confession of 
Theophronius, also contained in Athanasius, has these words 
concerning Christ’; “And cometh again with glory and 
power to judge the quick and the dead, and abideth for ever” 
(kal radu épydpevov peta Sdo&ns Kal Suvapews Kpivar Covtas 
kad vexpovs, Kal pévorta eis Tovs aidvas). The Confession of 
the Arians, likewise, which was carried’ into Gaul by*® Nar- 
cissus and others, and is also mentioned by Athanasius, 
expresses the same article still more fully, im these words* ; 
‘Whose kingdom being indestructible, remaineth unto bound- 
less ages” (08 7 Bacidela, adxatadvTos ovoa, Siapéver eis TOUS 
ameipous aidvas). The same sentence*® occurs in the Con- 
fession of the same party which was despatched into Italy by 
the hands of Macedonius and others, and in the Confession 
of the Synod of Sirmium, which Athanasius recites‘ just after- 
wards. It is therefore manifest, that the article* respecting 
the eternity of the kingdom of Christ had a place in the 
ancient creed of the East. This creed seems also to have 
been referred to by that very ancient writer Justin Martyr, 
in his Dialogue with Trypho; where, after having recited in 
paraphrase’ the rule of faith concerning Christ our Lord, he 
afterwards introduces Trypho repeating, as it were, the article 
of the future judgment of Christ, in these words*; ‘That to 
Him it hath been assigned to judge all men whatsoever, and 
that His is the everlasting kingdom.” I am of opinion, how- 
ever, that the clause, “ Whose kingdom shall have no end,” 
was directed against the Cerinthians, who taught that those 
magnificent things which are spoken of the kingdom of Christ 
in Scripture, are to be understood of an earthly, carnal, and 
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simply Epicurean kingdom, which should last only a thousand 
years. There were, indeed, in the first age after that of the 
Apostles, many’ even of the Catholics (and among them Justin, 
whom I have just mentioned) who expected a reign of Christ 
on earth for a thousand years; but their opinion, erroneous 
though it probably? was, was yet totally * different from that 
of Cerinthus. For those Catholics certainly did not believe 
that the felicity of this reign would consist “in the gratifica- 
tions of appetite and lust, in other words, in meats and drinks, 
and sexual intercourse ;’’ which, according to the testimony 
of Dionysius of Alexandria", was the mean and impure 
opinion of Cerinthus; but the reign of Christ, which they 
expected, was one in which peace should flourish, truth and 
righteousness and piety prevail, and the holy name of God 
be everywhere celebrated with becoming praises. In the 
next place, the Catholics looked for that temporary king- 
dom of Christ, as a prelude merely (if one may so say) to 
His kingdom in heaven, which they believed would endure 
for ever. 

17. Now, from all that we have thus far advanced, the 
antiquity of the Creed of Jerusalem is, as I conceive, at length 
made sufficiently clear, and that it is in reality nothing else 
than the ancient creed of the East, which was drawn up by 

‘apostolic men as an antidote against the multiform heresy of 
the Gnostics, which raised its head with increased insolence 
in the East soon after the death of the. Apostles. Cyril? 
accordingly calls it “the holy and apostolic belief, which was 
delivered unto us to profess.” And from this it is, moreover, 
easy to gather that that creed is more ancient than all the 
Western creeds, even the Roman itself. Vossius indeed 
mentions, as strange and very improbable, the opinion of the 
learned John Rodolph Lavater, who thought that the Apo- 

-stles’ Creed, as it is called, was formed out of the Constantino- 
politan; and cites his words on Christ’s descent into hell, 
book i. part 8, chap. 15, where he writes to this effect ; 
«This confession (of the Council of Constantinople) I most 
firmly believe was, with a few alterations, afterwards put 
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forth as the creed of the Apostles*.” “I, however, profess my 
agreement with this learned man to this extent, that I think 
that what is called the Apostles’ Creed, that is, the Roman, 
was made up from the Creed of Jerusalem, or ancient creed 
of the East, with which the Constantinopolitan quite agrees, 
when you take away from it what was added in opposition to 
Arius and Macedonius. 

18. I will more clearly explain my view by the following 
propositions. 1. The formula, by which in primitive times 
those who came to be baptized professed their belief in the 
most Holy Trinity, was simple, and couched in nearly these 
words; ‘ I believe in God the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost.” This is the general’ opinion of the most learned 
theologians of the present day; nor does Episcopius, as we 
have seen, dissent from it. 2. The Church was not allowed 
by the heretics a long enjoyment of this simple confession of 
the Trinity. For when in the very days of the Apostles 
there had arisen the Simonians, Menandrians, Cerinthians, 
and other heretics of the same stamp, who had busied them- 
selves in secretly corrupting the sound doctrine respecting 
God the Father, the Son, .and the Holy Ghost, and other 
principal articles of Christianity, by and by, after the depar- 
ture of the Apostles from this life, those false apostles began 
to scatter about and disseminate their heresies with increased 
audacity. Hence it was thought good by the bishops of those 
Churches which the heretics were disturbing, to draw up 
an enlarged confession of the faith, and thenceforward to 
require it of those who were to be baptized; one, that is, in 
which the true view respecting the most Holy Trinity should 
be more clearly set forth, with the addition besides of the other 
articles of the Christian faith, which were likewise opposed 
by the same heretics. 38. These first heretics arose in the 
Hast ; and, generally speaking, it was the Eastern Churches 
only which they molested, as has been already shewn. 
4. From this we casily infer that the more ample confession 
of faith was first made in the East. For where the poison 
spread, there was the remedy prepared. 5. The explanations? 
and additions, which were appended to that earliest and most 


k [These are the words of Lavater, Christ into Hell, book i rt 3 
in his work On the Descent of Jesus 15. p. 302.—B.] oor ae 
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simple confession of faith by the Orientals, were most of omar. vr. 
them afterwards received by the Roman and the Western Raed 
Churches into their creeds, although, indeed, some of them [159] 
at a later period. For in the Roman and the Aquileian 
creeds, even in the time of Ruffinus, there were wanting 

from the article on God the Father the words, “ Maker 

of heaven and earth;” for Ruffinus does not give or ex- 
pound them in the Creed of Aquileia, nor does he mention 

that they were added in that of Rome. See Vossius, On the 

Three Creeds, dissertation i. thesis 31. But it is evident 

from what I said a little before, that that clause respecting 

the creation of all things by the most high God was inserted 

in the most ancient creeds of the East in opposition to the 
heresy of the Gnostics. And hence, even Irenzus in his 

rule of faith expressly has the words; “who made the 
heaven and the earth” (rdv wemoinxdta Tov ovpavey Kat Tip 

ynv). In the article on the Church, the word Catholic was 
wanting in Ruffinus’s time in the creeds of Aquileia and 
Rome. For Ruffinus does not expound it in the Aquileian, 

nor does he mention it as contained in the Roman. In the 
edition of Pamelius, it is true, the word is inserted, but con- 

trary to the authority of the most ancient MSS.! This, indeed, 

will perhaps seem a trifling matter; but what we shall next 
observe will certainly be of very great importance. In the 

creeds of Rome and Aquileia, down to the days of Ruffinus 

and after, there was wanting (what, as we have seen, the 
Eastern Creed had at a much earlier date) the article 
touching the belief of the Life Everlasting, as is very plainly 

shewn by Vossius, On the Three Creeds, dissertation i. 

thesis 43. See also the notes of the late’ Bishop of Oxford * 708 paxa- 
on Cyprian’s Synodical Epistle, § 70. p.190. In the African ° ote 
Creed, however, this article was extant even in the time of 57 
‘Cyprian, as was shewn above, § 7. [pp. 117, 118.] 

19. But I said that most of the additions of the Hastern 
Churches, not all, were adopted by the Church of Rome into [160] 
its confession of faith. For what appeared to them to be 
superfiuous * in the Eastern Creed, or to have been added ‘in * tapéa- 
opposition to heresies that were almost unknown in the sale 
West, the Church of Rome, liking brevity, omitted in its 

— [It is omitted in the Benedictine edition.—B. | 
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confession. Thus in the first article, respecting God the 
Father, it adopted, although at a later period, the words, 
“Maker of heaven and earth,” but not those which follow, 
“and of all things visible and invisible ;” thinking that these 
were involved in what went before. Besides, the Chris- 
tian people’ at Rome had scarcely even heard mention of 
those monstrous persons, who ascribed to different creators 
the visible and the invisible. In this and the following 
article, the word “one” (éva), which, as we are informed 
by Ruffinus, all the Eastern Churches had in their creed, 
was omitted by the Church of Rome, no doubt because the 
blasphemy of those who denied one God the Father, the 
Creator, or one Jesus Christ, was almost unknown at Rome. 
Again, in the second article, after the words, “ only-begotten 
Son of God,” the Church of Rome did not add, what imme- 
diately followed in the Eastern Creed, namely, ‘“ begotten of 
the Father before all worlds,” &c., because all understood 
these words to be virtually’ included in those that went 
before, and had been so instructed in their catechising. So 
also in the seventh article, on Christ’s coming to judge the 
quick and the dead, the words which immediately follow in 
the Eastern Creed, “ whose kingdom shall have no end,” are 
wanting in the Roman Creed; because at Rome nobody 
entertained the dreams of Cerinthus. The eighth article of 
the Roman Creed is even now left bare, without any explana- 
tion or addition, just as it stood in the first and most simple 
confession of the Trinity, “ And I believe in the Holy Ghost ;” 
a circumstance which before now has often excited my sur- 
prise. For in the articles respecting God the Father and the 
Son, the Church of Rome, as we have seen, borrowed some 
things from the Churches of the Hast, to add to its own confes- 
sion. Moreover, after the article on the Holy Ghost, it added 
(after the example of the East) certain articles on the Church, 
the Remission of sins, &. Why then did it not illustrate the 
article on the Holy Ghost itself by any explanation? Why 
did it not here also imitate the example of the Easterns, and 
add, ‘The Comforter, who spake by the prophets”? No 
doubt, if this omission was made designedly, we must say, as 
in the former instances, that these words were left out of the 
Roman Creed, because they were directed against a heresy 
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which caused no trouble to the Church of Rome. And, cHar. vt 
indeed, no other addition was here required ; for besides that —>—— 
of the Gnostics (and even this did not so much directly do * 
dishonour to the Holy Ghost, as to the Law and the Pro- 
phets,) no other heresy arose in any place, which professedly 
and openly went to detract from the dignity of the Holy 
Ghost, prior to Macedonius, against whose blasphemy a suf- 
ficient safeguard was soon provided by the fathers of Constan- 
tinople. Arius, indeed, by denying the Godhead of the Son, 
did by consequence even yet more deny the divine Majesty of 

the Holy Ghost also; for that heretic could not have been so 
- foolish as to regard the Holy Ghost as superior to the Son of 
God ; (and, therefore, by Epiphanius™, Ambrose”, and Augus- 
tine °, he is charged with having called the Holy Ghost the 
creature of a creature ;) but he did not at all direct his efforts 
to the maintenance of this heresy; and accordingly the 
Council of Nice defined nothing respecting the Holy Ghost in 
opposition to him. No doubt the Antitrinitarians of all ages 
have selected the divinity of the Son of God as the chief 
object of their attack, taking occasion, as is plain, from such [162] 
passages of Scripture as relate to His incarnation and the 
economy! which He undertook for the sake of our salvation 3 a 
(neglecting meanwhile, or rather rejecting, the very many? ate 
testimonies of Holy Writ, which speak most openly of His rimis. 
divine nature °) ; and as they had no such pretext to employ ® éeodoyie. 
in opposing the divinity of the Holy Ghost, they preferred to 
be silent about it, content with having, as it were, wounded 
the Holy Ghost also through the side of the Son. It is how- 
ever, meanwhile, not undeserving of notice, that even some 
of the ancient Latin doctors, in expounding the article of 
their creed on the Holy Ghost, manifestly had in view that 
addition of the Eastern creeds. Thus Novatian, a con- 
temporary of Cyprian and a presbyter of the Church of 
Rome, in his rule of faith, or, as we now call it, his Treatise 
on the Trinity, chap. 29, on the article of the Holy Ghost, 
has these words’; “ But this Holy Ghost our Lord some- 


m Epiph. Heer. Ixix. § 52. 56. [§ 17. brose, Append. vol. ii. p. 321.—B.] 
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times calls the Comforter, sometimes declares to be the Spirit 
of truth; but He is not new under the Gospel, nor yet newly 
given. For it was He, who both in the Prophets accused the 
people, and in the Apostles accomplished the calling of the 
Gentiles’: and a few words after; “He is therefore one 
and the same Spirit, who both in the Prophets and the 
Apostles,” &c. Here we have the sense and scope of the 
words, “the Comforter, who spake by the Prophets” (70 
TApaKNynTOV, TO NaMjoav Ova TOV TpopyTav), clearly set forth. 
For they intimate, that there was not one Spirit under the 
Old Testament, another under the New; not one in the 
Prophets, and another in the Apostles; but that that one and 
the same Spirit, who inspired the Apostles, had also spoken by 
the ancient Prophets, contrary to what the before-mentioned 
heretics-taught. In like manner, Ruffinus, in his Exposition 
of the Creed, after remarking that by the preposition zm, in 
the clause, “I believe in the Holy Ghost,’ His divinity is 
indicated, immediately adds4; “ He therefore is the Holy 
Ghost, who inspired the Law and the Prophets under the Old 
Testament, and under the New Testament, the Gospels and 
the Apostles.” Lastly, the tenth article of the Roman 
Creed, on the Remission of sins, is clearly nothing else than a 
portion of the article which is thus more fully expressed in 
the ancient creed of the East; “I believe in one baptism of 
repentance for the remission of sins ;” or, as the fathers of 
Constantinople express that article; “I acknowledge one 
baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.”” The former 
part of this article, respecting baptism, the Romans seem 
to have been silent on, because no danger threatened the 
Roman Church from the heresy of the Gnostics respecting 
that sacrament. Although, however, in all the particulars 
which we have hitherto noticed, the Roman Creed is more 
concise than that of the Hast, yet in its present shape it is 
more full than the latter by two other entire articles, viz. 
those on the descent of Christ into hell, and on the com- 


appellat, modo Spiritum veritatis esse et idem Spiritus, qui in prophetis et 
pronuntiat ;, qui non est evangelio apostolis, &e—[p. 725. 

novus, sed nec nove datus. Nam hic 4 Is ergo Spiritus Sanctus est, qui 
upse et in prophetis populum accu. in Veteri Testamento legem et pro- 
savit, eb in apostolis advocationem phetas, in novo vero evangelia et apo- 
gentibus preestitit .... Unusergo  stolos inspirabit.—[p. 188] 
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munion of saints. But it has been long ago observed by 
learned men, that these articles were anciently wanting in 
the Roman Creed alsot. These now are the reasons which 
have persuaded me that the Eastern Creed, as expounded by 
Cyril, is more ancient than the Roman, which is called the 
Apostles’ Creed, and that the latter was formed and derived 
from the former. 

20. I will add but one observation more, and then bring 
to a close this discussion on the creeds of the ancient 
Church, which is already sufficiently prolix. It is then to be 
_ noted, that even the Arians themselves in their confessions 
of faith, as given by Athanasius, and mentioned above by me 
in this chapter, stated the article on the Son of God in 
almost the same way in which it is found in the Creed of 
Jerusalem. For thus does their first confession, recited by 
Athanasius *, express this article; “And in one Son of God, 
only-begotten, existing before all ages, and coexisting’ with 
the Father that begat Him, by whom all things were made.” 
So also the second confession, which follows shortly after 
in Athanasius’; “And in one Lord Jesus Christ, His only- 
begotten Son, God, by whom are all things, who was begotten 
God before all ages of the Father.” In like manner the Con- 
fession of Theophronius runs"; “ And in His only-begotten 
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, begotten 
of the Father before the ages, perfect God.” Where “ perfect 
God” (@edv TéAecov) is at any rate equivalent to “true God” 
(Qcdv addrnOwor) of the Creed of Jerusalem. So again the 
confession of the same parties which was sent to Constans 
Augustus‘ into Gaul by the hands of Narcissus and others ; 
“And in His only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
begotten of the Father before all ages, God, by whom all 


t See Vossius On the Three Creeds, 
dissert. i. thesis 34; and the notes 
on Cyprian’s Epistle xx. p. 190. edit. 
Oxon. 

8 «al els Eva viby Tod Ocod wovoyerh, 
apo mévtav aidvey bmdépxovra Kab 
cuvdvta TH ‘yeyevynxdte abtdy TMarol, 
Be 0d Ta TwavTa éyévero.—[On the 
Councils of Ariminum and Seleucia, 
§ 22. p. 735.] ‘ 

t wa) eis €va Kipwwy “Incoty Xpioror, 
roy vidy avrov Toy Movo'yEerh) Ocdy, or 
ob Ta mdvta, Toy ‘yevYnOEVTA mpd TAY 


aidvey ek rob Tatpds @cov.—[§ 23. 
p. 736. | 

u xu) eis Tov vidy avTov TOY MovoyeErin, 
roy Kipioy fav Incody Xpiatoy, Sv ob 
rd wdvra, TOV ‘yevundevTu, ex Tod Tlarpds 
mpd Tav aidvwr, @edy TéAevov.—[§ 24, 
p. 737.] 

Y «al eis Tov povoyevH avTod vid», 
Tov Kipioy judy "Inoodv Xpiordy, tev 
mpo TdvTav TY al@vey. ex Tod Tlarpds 
yevrvnbévta, @eov, 8 ov eyevero Ta 


mavTa—[§ 25. p. 737. ] 


CHAP. VI. 


§ 19, 20. 


[164] 


1 guydyta. 


JUDGMENT 
OF THE 
OATHOLIO 
CHUROH. 


[165] 


1 
«ptrous. 


2 qui 
demum. 


[166] 


auToKaTa- 


140 The Arians professed to adhere to the ancient rule of 


things were made.” And after this manner the article is 
stated in nearly all their confessions which are afterwards 
given by Athanasius. But they themselves say, that in these 
confessions they have religiously followed the rule of faith, 
which had been handed down from the beginning. For thus 
they preface their first confession; “ Nor have we received 
any other faith beside that which has been handed down 
from the beginning” (odte GAAnv twa Tictw Tapa Thy €& 
apxis wapavobeicay édeEaueOa). And they thus begin the 
confession itself; “‘ We have learnt from the first to believe” 
(uepabnxapev €& apyns miotevev). Thus also their second 
confession, which is afterwards transcribed by Athanasius ; 
“We believe conformably to the evangelical and apostolical 
tradition” (aictevouev akodovlws TH evayyedKH Kal drro- 
GTOMKH Tapaddcet). From this, therefore, we again conclude, 
that that special mode of the Sonship of Jesus Christ, about 
which Episcopius contends, (namely that, whereby He, in 
His more excellent nature, was before all ages begotten of 
God the Father, as God, by whom all things were made,) was 
most plainly set forth im the creed, or creeds, which existed 
in the Churches of the East before the Council of Nice; 
just as we have seen was the case in the Creed of the Church 
of Jerusalem, the most ancient of all the Eastern Churches. 
For the Arians, who put forth the above-mentioned confes- 
sions, were Easterns, and they put them forth, as they 
themselves professed, in accordance with the rule of faith 
which had been received in their Churches from the very 
beginning. 

21. In the next place, it is manifest from this evidence, 
that those Arians were self-condemned’. For by confessing, 
that the Son of God was begotten of God the Father before all 
worlds, and that He is very or perfect God, and that by Him all 
creatures were made, they themselves gave a death-blow to 
their own doctrine. For what man in his senses could believe, 
that by this confession nothing else was meant, than that the 
Son of God is a mere creature, made, before all other created 
beings indeed, out of nothing,—which was the opinion of the 
Arians? How could He have existed before all ages, who 
only? received a commencement of being at the beginning of 
the creation, that is to say, at the first moment of the first 
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age? How could He be God, and very or perfect God, and 
create all things out of nothing, who Himself is a mere 
creature? For as Athanasius justly says; “It is not pos- 
sible for creatures to have their generation one and the same 
with the Creator” (ov« ofév te pilav éxew Ta Sntoupyodpeva 
T@ Snroupyodvre Tv yéveow). Lastly, how could He have 
been begotten of God the Father Himself, who was made out 
of nothing? Hence the same great Athanasius goes on to 
confute the Arians out of their own confessions in the fol- 
lowing severe terms*; “You also have written, that the Son 
was begotten of the Father. If, therefore, when you name 
the Father, or mention the name ‘God,’ you do not mean 
essence, nor understand the [self-]existent Himself !, as He is * avrdv rip 
- . . . VTA. 

in respect of essence*; but by these words signify something , ae 
else about Him*, or even something that is inferior, that «ar ovclay, 
I may not express it; then you should not have written, fae 
that the Son was of the Father‘, but of what is about Him, or + a 790 
of what is in Him: in order that by shrinking from saying "@7»¢s. 
that God is truly a Father, and by conceiving the simple 

[Divine Being] compound, and in a material way °, you may : bike 
become the authors of a new blasphemy.” And a little 
afterwards ¥; “And you have yourselves also said, that the [167] 
Son is of God’; therefore in fact you have said, that He is he Tot 
of the essence of the Father.” Besides, suppose we were 

to grant, that the words of the ancient creed could bear the 

sense which the Arians attached to them; it is still certain, 

that the primitive Church, which used that creed, under- 

stood the words in a far other and nobler sense. For the 
Catholic doctors before Arius, although in other points in 

the question of the Son’s divinity, some of them occasionally 

spoke somewhat incautiously or obscurely, yet all did, with 

one mouth, as it were, acknowledge that the Son of God was 
begotten of God the Father in such a way, as that He was 
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born of His essence, and was therefore Himself really God ; 
this has been most fully shewn in my Defence of the Nicene 
Creed, throughout the second book?. Idle, therefore, was 
the boast of the Arians, that they no way deviated from the 
ancient rule of faith; since it was the words only of that 
rule, and not the true meaning of it, such as had been 
received in the Church from the beginning, which they 
retained. 

22. In the last. place, it is clear from this, that the Council 
of Nice, rightly and of necessity, adopted the clause respect- 
ing the Consubstantiality, in opposition to those impious 
inventions of the Arians, and in order to assert the true 
and genuine sense of the article of the ancient creed respect- 
ing the Son of God. For, instead of the clauses which the 
ancient creed had, namely; “the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of the Father before all worlds, very God, by * whom 
all things were made,” the Nicene fathers substituted the 
following?; “Begotten of the Father, only-begotten, that 
is, of the substance of the Father; God of God, Light of 
Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten not made, of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made.” 
Here indeed we see, that the words of the ancient creed which 
follow povoyevn, “the only-begotten,” namely, ‘ Begotten 
of the Father before all worlds,” were omitted to make room 
for the clause respecting the Consubstantiality. The Fathers 
of Constantinople, however, retained the omitted words, 
adding from the Nicene Creed what was sufficient respecting 
the Consubstantiality, in the following way; “ The only- 
begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all 
worlds, God of God, and Light of Light, Very God of Very 
God, begotten not made, of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made.” But it is evident, that 
nothing was here added to the old creed of the East, which 
was not virtually * contained in it before. For it is absolutely 
necessary that He, who was begotten of God the Father 
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before all worlds, and is “very” God, by whom all things omar. vr 
were made, be of one substance with God the Father, that is, $2328. 
of the same nature or essence with Him (which is the one 
thing which the fathers meant by that word) ; and in that 
sense were the words of the ancient creed always understood 
by all Catholics before the Arian controversy arose. 

23. To state, therefore, the whole subject briefly ; since it 
was agreed amongst Arians and Catholics, that by the rule 60 
of faith which had been handed down from the beginning all 
were bound to believe in the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten before all worlds of God the Father, “very” (or, 
as the Arians preferred to say, “ perfect ”’) God, by whom all 
things were made; the only point of inquiry which remains 
is, which of the two parties interpreted that rule more cor- 
rectly, that is, more agreeably both to the obvious significa- 
tion of the words themselves, and to the sense received in 
the Church,—the Arians, who taught that the Son of God 
was nothing else than the first creature made by God out of [169] 
nothing, (for to that the opinion of them all necessarily 
comes, after the colouring is wiped off,) or the Catholics, 
who believed that He is most truly God Himself, of the same 
nature and essence with God His Father? But surely there is 
nothing here to make us pause long, as between two roads? ; ! veluti in 
for it is most manifest, that the Catholics alone really main- 
tained the genuine sense of that rule, whilst the Arians wholly 
departed from it, and therefore quite fell away from the rule 
of faith®. What, therefore, we must determine respecting 


¢ With regard to the Arians indeed, 
who lay down that the Son of God is 
the first of all creatures and made out 
of nothing, the case is very clear. But 
the Semiarians also, who taught that 
the Word was born of the Father, and 
therefore was “of similar substance ” 
(spo.otcrov), but. not begotten of the 
substance of the Father, and “of one 
substance ” (éuoovc1ov) with Him, de- 
viated as well from the proper mean- 
ing of the words, which occur equally 
in their own creeds and in those of the 
Catholics, as from the ancient sense of 
the holy fathers. “For,” as Athanasius 
observes in his work On the Decrees of 
the Council of Nice, “what is begot- 
ten of any one by nature, and does not 
acerue from without, that nature owns 


to be a son, and this is the meaning 
of the word.” (To yap ek twds pio 
yevvapevoy, kal wh wlev emintepevoy, 
vidy oldev 4 picis, al TodTO TOU dvoma- 


rés €ort onuawdpuevov.) Whence, if the ~ 


Semiarians had meant, that the Word 
of God was begotten really of the 
Father, and was properly His Son, 
they would have confessed Him to be 
begotten of the very substance of God 
the Father, and to be co-essential with 
Him; which very many of the holy 
Antenicene fathers taught in sense, 
and some of them even in these yery 
terms, as our reverend author has ex- 
cellently shown in the entire second 
book of his Defence of the Nicene 
Creed.—Grase. 
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the Theodotians, Artemonites, Samosatenians, Photinians, 
and the prodigies of our own time, the Socinians, (though 
Episcopius has neither feared nor blushed to become their 
advocate,) there is no one who cannot easily see for himself. 

Having thus diligently investigated and accurately consi- 
dered the creeds, which existed in the Churches before the 
Nicene Council, it is at last abundantly clear, how vain was 
the attempt of Episcopius¢ to prove from them, “ that in the 
primitive Churches, from the very age of the Apostles, for at 
least three whole centuries, that special mode of the Sonship 
of Jesus Christ,” namely that, whereby He was begotten of 
God the Father Himself before all worlds, and therefore was 
God, “was not judged necessary to be known and believed 
in order to salvation.” Surely the contrary assertion is quite 
proved * from these very creeds. Let us now proceed, with 
the help of Christ our Saviour and our God, to complete what 
remains of our subject. 


4 [P. 339.] 


NOTES OF J. E. GRABE 61 
ON CHAPTERS IV. V, AND YI. 


On the first outlines of the Confession of Faith which was anciently 
made in Baptism, its increase and its completion, made in the very 
age, and with the authority, or permission, of the Apostles. 


1. In proposing to exhibit the first elements! of the Apostles’ Creed, ! stamina. 
and its further construction? in particular articles, and lastly its ? texturas. 
ultimate completion, accomplished in the very age of the holy Apo- 
stles, and by their counsel or permission, I attempt a subject of no 
small importance, obscure from its very antiquity, and made still 
more obscure by the novel conceits of various persons. Among 
such views is deservedly to be classed the assertion of Episcopius, 
that the most ancient creed, and that which was used in the earliest 
administration of baptism, was this; “ I believe in God the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost ;” as is clear from his words quoted 
above, iv. 1. [p. 66.] To which our reverend author gives an 
excellent answer in the third section of that chapter [p. 68], to 
the effect, “that that was never regarded as a full and complete 
creed, such as comprehended all the necessary articles of the faith 
in express words, &c.” And this he has proved with great learning 
in chap. vi., that the Western Church, as well as the Eastern, before 
the Council of Nice, used in the sacrament of baptism a more full [171] 
and explicit creed than that mentioned by Episcopius, “TI believe 
in God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.” And specially, 
in the seventh and following sections, he has proved most plainly, 
that the creed of each Church, used before the Council of Nice, 
‘certainly did not end at the words, “I believe in the Holy 
Ghost ;” but that the remaining articles of the faith, concerning 
the Church, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the flesh, and 
the life of the world to come, had been long added to the creed. 
But what if, from an accurate examination of Holy Scripture 
itself, with the aid of fair inference from it, it can be proved ; 
1. That the very first outlines of the Apostles’ Creed, as it was used 
in the earliest administration of baptism, were more full than that 
confession of the faith given by Episcopius; “I believe in God the 
BULL,—J. 0. C. L 
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Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost ;” 2. That that creed soon 
received so great additions, as that even in the time, and with the 
authority, or at all events the permission of the Apostles, it became 
at length as large as that which is now commonly called the 
Apostles’ Creed, and contained all its articles, with the exception of 
two only, on the descent of Christ into hell, and on the communion 
of saints. 

2. In order to prove both these propositions as clearly and as 
briefly as the subject matter permits, I premise two assumptions? ; 
1. That the first Christians, whether made such from Jews or 
Heathens, in the solemn profession of their faith before receiving 
baptism, either of their own accord, or by the command of the holy 
Apostles, observed a course, which is suggested by reason itself to 
all who pass from one sect to another, and confirmed by the constant 
observance of all times; namely, to confess the truth of what are 
called the fundamental articles of that Church, to which they were 
joining themselves, diametrically opposed to the chief errors of the 
sect which they were leaving. 2. That these primitive believers, 
before receiving the sacraments, testified that they gave their assent 
to those heads of Christian doctrine, in which they had previously 
been catechetically instructed ; since these [heads of doctrine] had 
been delivered to them not only for the purpose of being embraced 
from the heart, but also of being confessed with the tongue. Whence 
the Apostle, in chap. x. of his Epistle to the Romans, after mention- 
ing “the word of faith,” in verse 8, adds in verses 9 and 10; “ That 
if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 
believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, 
thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness, and: with the mouth confession is made unto salva- 
tion.” And, indeed, if any defender of Episcopius, or any other 
person whatsoever, is disposed to deny these two assumptions of 
mine, I am totally at a loss to know, how he will be able to persuade 
either himself or others that that confession, “I believe in God the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost,” or indeed any other, was 
made before baptism by the first disciples of the Apostles. Omit- 
ting, therefore, all more lengthy proof of these foundations on Lae 
once proceed with the demonstration to be built upon them. 

3. With respect to the first article, “I believe in God the 
Father ;” that this was enlarged soon after the very first con- 
version of heathens, and that by these or similar words, “ One, 


Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,” I thus prove* from. the 


force of the premises which I have assumed. The chief error of 
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the heathen, at least of the ordinary mass of them, was poly- @Rasn’s 
theism, or the belief in several false gods, of which one ruled. the nee 
heaven, another the earth, another the sea, and so on; and the vain 1v.—vL 
adoration of them. Whence the Apostle, in Fre iv. 8, writes; 
“When ye knew not God, ye did service unto them which by 
nature are no gods.” On the other hand, the primary article of 
the Christian faith was concerning one true God, on whom all 
things in heaven, on earth, and in the sea, depend; concerning 
whom Paul’s words are worthy of notice and consideration, in 
1 Corinthians viii. 5,6; “Though there be that are called gods, 
whether in heaven or in earth, as there be” (that is, amongst the 
heathen) “gods many, and lords many; yet to us ” (Christians) 
“there is but one God the Father, of whom are all things, and we in 
Him ; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we 
by Him.” Accordingly, the Apostles in their first- sermons addressed 
to the heathen preached unto them that one true Almighty God, 
“exhorting them to turn from these vain” (idols) “to the living 
God,” as we find recorded of Paul and Barnabas in Acts xiv. 15. 
In like manner Paul declared to the Athenians God, whom they 
knew not, saying, “ Whom ye ignorantly worship, Him declare I 
unto you. God that made the world and all things therein, 
seeing that He is Lord of heaven and earth,” &c. Acts xvii. 23. 
Who therefore can doubt, that of the heathen converts to the [173] 
Christian faith there was required before all things the con- 
fession of one God Almighty? You will say that the heathens 
themselves' already believed in one supreme God, on whom all! ipsos. 
things depended, and that there was therefore no need of their 
being instructed by Christians, and confessing Him. I reply; this 
was quite true with regard to the philosophers and more learned 
among the Gentiles ; but it was not so with regard to the uneducated? ? plebeiis. 
and lower class of men, very many of whom were ignorant of one 
true God, and He Almighty, as is clear from. the words of Paul alone, 
which have been already quoted from his Epistle to the Galatians; 
so that we have no need of other arguments. But since most of 
_ the new converts from the heathen were uneducated, and ignorant 
of all the wisdom of the philosophers, according to 1 Cor. i. 26, 27, 
it was obviously necessary that they should receive from Christians 
the knowledge of one Almighty God, and, having received it, should 
make confession of it previous to their baptism. But the more 
learned heathen also, although they held that there was one God, 
were yet ignorant of His having created out of nothing the heaven, 
the earth, and the sea, and all things that are therein, or, more 
L 2 
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properly speaking, obstinately denied it. For which reason, the 
Apostles, in their instruction of the Gentiles, when they make 
mention of one God, immediately add, that He was the Creator 
of heaven, and earth, and sea; as is evident not only from the 
discourse of Paul to the Athenians already cited, but also from 
another passage, Acts xiv. 15, where, after “the living God,” it is 
added, “ who made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all things 
that are therein.” In like manner, at the end of the world, when 
the fulness of the Gentiles shall be to be brought over to the true 
God, the angel “ having the everlasting Gospel to preach unto them 
that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and 
tongue, and people,” will say, “Fear God, and worship Him that 
made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters,” 
Rev. xiv. 6,7. It was therefore essential that the Gentiles, who 
were solemnly to repeat the symbol of their belief, should in it 
before all things profess that they believed in “ one God, Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth,” whom they had been heretofore igno- 
rant of, or had denied, but of whom they had just been taught by 
the Christians. 

4. Iam unable, therefore, to subscribe to the opinion of some 
learned men, who suppose that the above-mentioned words were 
added to the creed in the second century, on account of heretics, 
such as the Valentinians, the Marcionites, and the other Gnostics, 
who denied the unity of God, and the supreme omnipotence of the 
Creator of the world, as is clearly evident from Irenzeus, Tertullian, 
and others who wrote against them. For it is no less evident from 
the same writers, that they urged against the heretics we have 
mentioned that very confession of one God the Creator in the 
creed, as having been received from the Apostles themselves. - 
Thus Irenzus, book i. after having mentioned in chap. i. p. 44 
of my edition*, “the inflexible rule of the truth which each had 
received by baptism” (rev Kavdva rhs adnOeias axdwy, dv Sid roo 
Bomticparos «iAnde), afterwards, in chap. ii. p. 45 », subjoins the rule 
with this preface; “For the Church, although dispersed through- 
out the whole world, even to the ends of the earth, has yet received 
from the Apostles and their disciples” (those, namely, who were 
sent out by them into various parts, and preached the Gospel) 
“the faith in one God the Father Almighty, who hath made 


@ [e. 9, 4. p. 46.] 


¢. 9, ; : . _ Bovou thy cis &va Ocby marépa mayto- 
Seat bey yap exxAnota, kalmep kal’ Kpdtopa, Toy memwonkdta Tov ovpavov, 
OANS TIS OlkouLEvNS Ews TEepaTwY Tis Kal TIv viv, Kad TAs Baddooas, Kal mévra, 
vis deomapucyn, mapa 5& tov &moord- Td ev udrots, nlorw.—t[e. 10. p. 48.] 
Awy kal TAY exelvwv mubytay wapara- 
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the heaven, and the earth, and the seas, and all that in them is,” 
And in the following, chap. xix. p. 93, col. 1, line 11°, he writes ; 
“Since, however, we huld the rule of truth, that is, that there 
is one God Almighty, who made all things by His Word,” &. In 
like manner, in iii. 4, p. 2054, and following, of my edition, he 
mentions “the old tradition,” and reciting it in a short form, SAYS ; 
“ Believing in one God, the Maker of heaven, and earth, and all 
things which are in them.” Compare ii, 9, p. 128, col. ii. line 16, 
and p. 129, col. 1. line4*. Lastly, he says, in iv. 62, p. 360, line 111; 
“Our faith is sound in one God Almighty, of whom are all 
things” (namely, by creation) —(eis &va @edv mavtoKkparopa, €€ ov Ta 
mdyta, miotis OAdKAnpos). In like manner, Tertullian, On Prescrip- 
tion against Heretics, chap. xiii.%, says; “The rule of faith is that 
‘whereby we believe that there is one only God, and that He is no 
other than the Maker of the world.” In the same way, in his work 
On the Veiling of Virgins, chap. i. he recites the creed, saying», “In 
one only God Almighty, Maker of the world.” But in his treatise 


Against Praxeas he expressly writes, chap. ii. “that this rule had 


come down from the beginning of the Gospel.” From which testi- 
monies, as well as from others of ancient authors, which I omit 
for the sake of brevity, it is clear that they alleged, in opposition to 
the heretics, the confession of one God the Creator in the creed, 
as having been delivered by the Apostles themselves, at the begin- 
ning of the preaching of the Gospel’. They would, however, have 
acted deceitfully and very absurdly, as well as have exposed them- 
selves to the execration and derision of the heretics, if they had 
attempted to confute them from an article of the creed, which had 
been only lately inserted by the bishops their adversaries, and to 
pass it off as a tradition of the Apostles. This clause, therefore, 
was not put into the creed by the bishops in opposition to the 
teaching of heretics, but by the Apostles in opposition to the 
error of the heathen. 

5. Again, with respect to the second article in the confession of 
faith, Episcopius is incorrect in his assertion that the bare title of 
“the Son” was mentioned'; for the names “Jesus Christ” are 


¢ Cum teneamus autem nos regu- 
lam veritatis, id est, quia sit unus 
Deus omnipotens, qui omnia condidit, 
per Verbum suum, &¢.—{e. 22. p. 98.] 

4 Jn unum Deum credentes, fabri- 
eatorem cceli, et terre, eb omnium 
quee in eis sunt.—[p. 178.] 

e [e. 9. p. 126.] 

- fe. 38, 7. p. 272.] 


& Regula est autem fidei, qua credi- 
tur unum omnino Deum esse, nec 
alium preter mundi conditorem.— 
{p. 206. ] 

h In unicum Deum omnipotentem, 
mundi conditorem.—{p. 173.] 

i Hance regulam ab initio evangelii 


decucurrisse.—[p. 501.] 
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supamenr expressly found in the confession of the Eunuch of the Ethiopian 
ance queen Candace, Acts viii. 37; muotelw rov vidv 705 Ocod evox Tov 
ouvren. “Incoty Xpuoréy, “ I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” But 
——— yet it is not to be supposed thata full statement of the confession of 
faith respecting the Son of God was made even in this formula. 

For from the fact that St. Luke has only given these words of the 
Eunuch, one could not safely conclude that the Eunuch spoke no 

others; since it is evident, from other passages in the Acts of the 
Apostles, that St. Luke sometimes abridged the speeches that were 

made by others. Thus, for instance, in the account of St. Paul’s 
conversion, Acts ix. 17, these words only are recorded as ad- 
dressed by Ananias to St. Paul; “Brother Saul, the Lord, that 
appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that 

thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost.” 
Whereas the Apostle himself, in Acts xxii. 14, mentions the follow- 

ing words besides as spoken by Ananias; “ The God of our fathers 

hath chosen thee, that thou shouldest know His will, and see 

that Just One, and shouldest hear the voice of His mouth. For 

thou shalt be His witness unto all men of what thou hast seen and 

heard. And now, why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and 

wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” And who 

can doubt, that the Eunuch in his confession expressed the assent 

which he had given to those things which Philip had declared to 

[176] him, respecting the passion, death, and resurrection of Christ, as 
they had been suggested by the words of Isaiah, “He was led as 

a lamb to the slaughter,” &c.? That others also, in like manner, 

before their baptism, made a profession respecting the articles 

we have mentioned, in which they had previously been instructed 

in their catechising, is deduced from our hypothesis. For it is 

plain from Acts ii. 22, and the following verses, from iii. 13, sqq., 

from x. 36, sqq., and from xiii. 27, sqq. and other passages, that the 

holy Apostles first of all preached both to Jews and Gentiles the 

passion, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Accordingly, Paul said to 
Agrippa, Acts xxvi. 22, 23, that he “witnessed both to small and 

great, that Christ should suffer, and that He should be the first that 

should rise from the dead, and shew light unto the people and to 

the Gentiles.” Particularly worthy of notice also are his words in 

1 Corinth. xv. 3,4; “ For I delivered unto you, among the first 

points (ev mpéros), that which I also received, how that Christ 

died for our sins, according to the Scriptures, and that He was 

buried, and that He rose again the third day, according to the 
*commata. Scriptures.” And these very things are three clauses’ of the article 
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concerning Christ, expressed in the same order in which they occur 
in the Apostles’ Creed; and these, the Apostle tells the Corinthians, 
he had delivered to them as the “first” articles of the faith. And 
no wonder; for it was the passion and death of the Christ, or the 
Messiah, and the resurrection of J esus, which the Jews obstinately 
denied; whilst the heathen treated both with derision. Hence 
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St. Paul wrote to the same Corinthians, in the first chapter of the’ 


same Epistle, verses 23, 24; “We preach Christ crucified, unto the 
Jews a stumbling-block, and unto the Greeks foolishness 3 but unto 
them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
God and the wisdom of God.” By the force, therefore, of our 
second hypothesis also, both [Jews and Geutiles], before receiving the 
Sacrament of the Christian faith, did, either of their own accord, or 
by order of the Apostles, profess those chief articles of that faith, 
which were rejected by both their sects. 

6. The clauses following the “resurrection” of Christ, viz. “His 
ascension into heaven, His sitting at the right hand of God the 
Father, and His coming again to judge the quick and the dead,” 
were, it is certain, either denied by, or unknown to, the Jews and 
the heathen. Hence, when our Saviour had spoken of eating His 
flesh, and drinking His blood, and “ His disciples murmured at it, 
He said unto them, Doth this offend you? What and if ye shall 
see the Son of Man ascend up where He was before?” John vi. 
61, 62. As if His ascension into heaven would seem to them to be 
even more absurd than the mystery of eating His flesh and drinking 
His blood. And, indeed, after our Lord had said, when standing 
before the high priest, “Hereafter ye shall see the Son of Man 
sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of 
heayen; then the high priest rent his clothes, saying, He hath 
spoken blasphemy; what further need have we of witnesses ? 
behold, now ye have heard His blasphemy. What think ye? They 
answered and said, He is guilty of death.” Matth. xxvi. 64—66. 
And hence St. Peter, the chief! of the Apostles and priests of the 
New Testament, in his catechetical discourses both to the Jews and 
- Gentiles, made mention of the ascension of Christ into heaven, or 
His exaltation at the right hand of God, to have dominion over all 
things, and at last to pass judgment upon all, both quick and dead. 
See Acts ii. 33, sqq. and iii. 20, 21, also x. 42, where, in an address 
to Cornelius, he testifies that he did this by the command of Christ, 
in these words; “ And He commanded us to preach unto the 
people, and to testify, that it is He which was ordained of God to 
be the Judge of quick and dead.” If these things be taken in 
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connexion with the hypotheses which I laid down at the beginning, 
we may again conclude from them, that a confession of these articles 
also was fitly made by the Jews and Gentiles that were recently 
converted, and about to be baptized. 

7. I am therefore compelled to differ from the opinion of a 
recent very learned commentator on the History of the Apostles’ 


‘Creed, who thinks that the article on the ascension of Christ was 


added to this creed in the second century, and was in opposition 
to Apelles, a disciple of Marcion, of whom the author of the 
Appendix to Tertullian’s work On Prescription against Heretics, 
c. 51, writes!; “ He neither says that Christ existed only in an ap- 
parent form’, as Marcion; nor yet in the substance of a true body, as 
the Gospel teaches; but that, as He descended from the higher 
regions, He framed? for Himself in the very time of His descent a 
sidereal and aérial body; that on His resurrection ®, in His ascen- 
sion, He gave back to each several element what had been borrowed 
in His descent; and thus, the several parts of His body being dis- 
persed, He only gave back the spirit into heaven.” For from this 
and the statements of other fathers about Apelles, it is evident that 
he did not simply deny the ascension “of Christ” into heaven, 
but of “the flesh of Christ.” If, therefore, the fathers had added 
to the creed the article about Christ’s ascension for the purpose of 
shutting out this error, they would not have expressed it thus 
barely, “ He ascended into heaven,” but they would have said, “ His 
ascension in the flesh into heaven” (rv évoapkov eis Tovs ovpavovs 
avaAnyv), a8 Ireneeus expresses it in his Exposition of the Creed, 
book i. chap. ii. p. 45, line 11™, having in his mind, as it seems, 
the said heresy of Apelles, although he has not made mention of it 
anywhere. In like manner, if that article of the creed had been 
directed against the wild notion of Hermogenes, who affirmed that 
the body of Christ was laid aside in the sun, it would have been said 
that Christ had ascended with His body above all heavens, or above 
all “the stars.”. The case is the same in the following clauses, con- 
cerning “ His sitting at the right hand of the Father,” and “ Hig 
coming again to judge the quick and the dead.” Of which, if the 


k [The work referred to here, and 
afterwards repeatedly in the course of 
these Annotations, is “The History of 
the Apostles’ Creed, with Critical Ob- 
servations on its several Articles. 8vo. 
1702 ;” published anonymously, but 
written by Lord Chancellor King. | 

! Christum neque in phantasmate 
dicit fuisse, sicut Marcion, neque in 
substantia veri corporis, ut evange- 


lium docet; sed eo quod e superiori- 
bus partibus descenderet, ipso descen- 
su sideream sibi carnem et aeream 
contexuisse; hune in resurrectione 
singulis quibusque elementis, que in 
descensu suo mutuata fuissent, in 
ascensu reddidisse, et sic dispersis qui- 
busque corporis sui partibus, in ccelo 
Spiritum tantum reddidisse.—[p.213.] 
m [e, 10. p.48.] 
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former had been opposed to the error of those who affirmed that 
the Saviour’s “ flesh sat in heaven void of sense, like a sheath, Christ 
being removed from it,” as Tertullian witnesses in his work On the 
Flesh of Christ, chap. xxiv."; and if the latter had been added to the 
creed to exclude the heresy partly of the Marcionites, who denied 
that God the Father of Christ was just, or a judge, and partly of the 
Gnostics, who denied the freedom of the will, as the author before 
quoted is of opinion; each clause would have been expressed, if not 
in fuller, yet in more specific terms, and such as might directly 
meet the heresies in question. But inasmuch as the authors of the 
creed taught catechumens to profess simply and in general terms! 
that Jesus Christ the Son of God “ascended into heaven, sat at 
the right hand of God the Father, and from thence will come to 
judge the quick and the dead,” they must by all means be regarded 
as having prescribed this confession to such as heretofore either 
simply denied or were ignorant of these truths, namely, the Jews 
and heathen who were converted to the faith. 

8. But what must we conclude about that which precedes “the 
passion, death, resurrection,” &c., namely, “the conception of Jesus 
Christ of the Holy Ghost, and His birth of the Virgin Mary ?” 
Was this also from the beginning professed by Jews and Gentiles, 
previous to baptism? I am somewhat in doubt, I confess, as 
respects the very first beginnings of the Christian Church; because 
in none of the catechetical discourses which are extant in the Acts 
of the Apostles, is there any mention made either of the conception 
by the power of the Holy Ghost, without seed of man, or of the 
birth from? the Virgin Mary; and because we nowhere read in that 
book either that the Apostles generally * preached it to the Jews or 
Gentiles, or that the one or the other disputed against it; as it is 
clear was the case with the resurrection of Christ. It may there- 
fore not be an idle conjecture, that the publication of this mystery 
was reserved for a fuller exposition of the Gospel after baptism ; 
either because the childbearing of a virgin, without lying with 
man, would seem quite impossible to all men, both Jews and 
- others, (see Justin Martyr’s Dialogue with Trypho, in a passage 
quoted below, chap. vii. 4°,) or because the knowledge of the 
supernatural conception and birth of Christ was not considered 
equally necessary with the belief of His passion and resurrection. 
Hence, we do not find the former truth treated of, not only in any 
of the discourses of the holy Apostles, of which we have already 


. (Carnem in ccelis vacuam sensu, —p. 325.] 
ut vaginam, exempto Christo sedere. ° [$ 48. p. 148.] 
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spoken, but not even in all the written memorials of the Gospel 
history; St. Matthew and St. Luke, it is true, describing it at 
length, but St. Mark being perfectly silent about it, (to say nothing 
of St.John ;) whereas, on the contrary, they all spoke of the latter 
truth in express terms, and every one of the four evangelists after- 
wards more fully narrated it in his writings. There is, however, no 
doubt but that, not. long after the foundations of the Christian 
Church were laid, and especially after the Evangelical Memoirs’ were 
published, Jews and Gentiles alike began to assail the wonderful birth 
of the Saviour of the blessed Virgin Mary, wrought? by the power 
of the Holy Ghost, and that hence an occasion was afforded to, nay 
a necessity was imposed on, such as were converted to Christ from 
either class, of professing His immaculate conception and birth, 
among other articles of their belief. So that I do not think the 
opinion of those learned men probable, who maintain that the clauses, 
of which I have just been speaking, were added to the creed only 
to exclude the heresy of Carpocrates, Cerinthus and the Ebionites, 
which impiously asserted that Christ was born of Joseph and Mary. 
But though this also were supposed, although not granted, still the 
addition to the confession of faith in question ought to be ascribed 
to the authority, or at least the permission, of the Apostles; since 
this execrable heresy raised its head from its infernal source whilst 
St.John, and perhaps others also of the Apostles, was still alive. 
See Irenzeus, book iii. 3. 

9. I proceed to the third article of the Apostles’ Creed, concerning 
the Holy Ghost, in whom the disciples of the Apostles at their baptism 
certainly testified their belief, as Episcopius himself rightly affirms ; 
although others rashly deny this, supposing that the knowledge and 
profession of Jesus Christ the Son of God alone was requisite. For 
refuting them the account contained in the Acts of the Apostles, 
xix. 2 and following verses, is of itself sufficient. But what must 
we determine concerning those articles of faith which come in the 
creed after the confession of the Holy Ghost? Let us examine each 
one, beginning with “the forgiveness of sins;” for in the earliest 
creeds of several churches, at least, the article on “the Church” 
was not placed immediately after the Holy Ghost, but later, nay 
in some instances in the last clause of all, as is clear from the texts 
of several fathers and confessions, which have been adduced by our 
very learned author in this sixth chapter. Now that “the forgive- 
ness of sins” was procured by Christ, and is to be imparted, through 
baptism, to those who believe in His name, both Peter and Paul 
expressly declared to Jews and Gentiles alike in their first cateche- 


_ the Novatians ; for it was used by them in their own Creed. 155 


tical discourses. “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the arasr's 
- name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,” says Peter in his pg 
first sermon at Jerusalem, Acts ii. 38: from which, I would remark 1v.—v1. 
in passing, the article of the ancient Creed of Jerusalem, which has 
been quoted above in p. 48, col. 2, [p.115,] “And in one bap- 
tism of repentance for the remission of sins,” seems to have been 
formed. He also concludes his first discourse to the Gentiles with 
this doctrine of the forgiveness of sins, saying, “To Him (i.e. Christ) 
give all the prophets witness, that through His name, whosoever 
believeth in Him shall receive remission of sins.” Acts x. 43. Paul 
in like manner says, Acts xiii. 38, 39, “ Be it known unto you, there- 
fore, men and brethren, that through this man is preached unto 
you the forgiveness of sins ; and by Him all that believe are justified _ 
from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of [181] 
Moses.” And no wonder ; for our Saviour Himself after His resur- 
rection had expressly said to the Apostles, that “repentance and 
remission of sins should be preached in His name among all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem.” Luke xxiv. 47. As therefore the Apostles 
and their successors expressly delivered this sum of the preaching 
of the gospel, and fruit’ of the whole economy of the Son of God, ! fructum, 
set forth in the foregoing words of the creed, in their catechetical 
discourses, so it is not to be doubted that the catechumens in their 
turn’, did, previously to their baptism, give it back as it were® in ” vicissim, 
the same words in the symbol of their belief. And that some indeed * quasi 

: : ds . ,. _ reddidisse, 
now and then did this at the very first original of the Christian 
Church, is allowed by the author of the History of the Apostles’ 
Creed already referred to; but he maintains that the constant 
mention of the forgiveness of sins in the creed obtained first in the 
time of S. Cyprian, on account of heretics, especially the Novatians, 
who denied that the remitting of grievous sins* committed after re 66 
baptism had been placed in the power of the Church. But it ae 
makes against this conjecture, that the article in question respecting minum. 
the forgiveness of sins was expressed in the creed of the Novatians 
itself, as S. Cyprian testifies in Epistle Ixxvi. Pamel. Ixix. Oxon. or 
- book i, Epistle 6, where he thus writes? ; “ But ifany one allege this 
objection, and say, that Novatian holds the same rule that the 
Catholic Church holds, baptizes with the same creed as we also do ; 
let him who thinks that this objection may be alleged know, in the 
first place, that we and the schismatics have not the same rule of 


P Quod si aliquis illud opponit, ut eodem symbolo quo et nos baptizare ; 
dicat eandem Novatianum legem te-  sciat quisquis hoc opponendum putat, 
nere, quam Catholica Ecclesia teneat, primum non esse unam nobis et schis- 
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the creed, nor the same interrogation. For when they say, ‘ Dost 
thou believe in remission of sins and eternal life through the holy 
Church ?’ they lie in their interrogation, for they have no church, 
é&c.” But it does not seem likely that the Novatians themselves 
would have inserted or retained in their confession of faith “ the 
remission of sins by the holy Church,” unless they had seen that it 
was already received into all the creeds of other Churches. More- 
over, if this profession of forgiveness of sins had not been used 
previously in some Churches, but had been inserted into their creeds 
at last to exclude the rigid views of the Novatians, in that case 
there would have met us the mention of “sins committed after the 
reception of the sacraments,” or some other similar expression, 
But, on the contrary, we find in all either the expression, “ forgive- 
ness of sins” in general, or “one baptism of repentance,” or simply 
“one baptism for the remission of sins ;” the former of which does 
not contradict the error of the Novatians at all ; while the latter 
might have seemed in some measure even to favour it. As for the 
learned writer’s objection, that no mention is made of the remission 
of sins in the texts! of the creed by Ireneus, Tertullian, or Origen, 
I answer briefly, that they against whom these fathers alleged 
the apostolical rule of faith, did not deny the forgiveness of sins, or 
at any rate, that such an error of theirs was unknown to them, and 
therefore they did not think it requisite to mention this article. 
However, both Irenzeus and Tertullian did allude to this very 
article in their writings, as our reverend author has ably 2 shewn in 
§§ 7 and 13 of the sixth book. 

10, “The resurrection of the dead” was inserted in the creed 
from the very beginning of the Christian religion, as the very 
learned author of the History of the Apostles’ Creed thinks, pp.[389,] 
390, Now I have some little doubt about the very earliest age, 
for the catechetical discourses both of St. Peter and St. Paul end 
with “the remission of sins,” Acts ii. x. and xiii. Nor does St.Paul’s 
sermon at Athens expressly mention the resurrection of the dead, 
but only the raising of Jesus Christ from the dead, Acts xvii. 31, 
Although his audience seem to have inferred from his words the 
resurrection of the dead generally ; for it is added in the following 
verse, 32 ; “ Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, 
some mocked, and others said, We will hear thee again of this 


maticis symboli legem, neque eandem siam?” mentiuntur in interrogatione, 
interrogationem, Nam cam dicunt, quando non habeant ecclesiam, &,— 
“Credis remissionem peccatorum et [Ep. lxxvi. p. 154.] 

vitam eeternam per sanctam eccle- 
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matter.” From this, as it seems to me, we must seck the explanation 
of what is said of St. Paul in verse 18, that “he preached unto them 
Jesus and the resurrection,” é.e. “the resurrection of J esus,” Or, 
“which began in Jesus ;” as it is written of the rest of the Apostles, 
Acts iv. 33, “And with great power gave the Apostles witness of 
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus.” In addition to this, when 
certain arose among the Corinthians, who said, “that there is no 
resurrection of the dead,” 1 Cor. xv. 12, the Apostle recalls to their 
memory what he had preached among them, and tells them, that 
he had delivered unto them “amongst the first points” (év rpsrous), 
the death and the resurrection of Christ, verses 3, sqq. ; and from 
that he proves the resurrection of all believers; but he does not say 
one word to intimate, that he had previously taught them this doc- 
trine, and that they had themselves cast away this deposit entrusted 
to them. In like manner, in 1 Thess. iv. 13, he writes; “But I 
would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them 
which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no 
hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so 
them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him.” As if 
they had been hitherto ignorant of this, so that it was now needful 
for him to deliver this to them as a corollary derived from the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, which had been previously preached to 
them. And St. Luke’s words are certainly worthy of notice, when 
he writes thus of St. Paul’s preaching at Thessalonica, in Acts xvii. 
2,3; “For three sabbath days he reasoned with them out of the 
Scriptures, opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered 
and risen again from the dead, and that this Jesus, whom I preach 
unto you, is Christ.” Here the resurrection of Christ indeed is 
mentioned, but not of believers in general. St. Paul, therefore, does 
not appear immediately from the beginning to have delivered to 
the catechumens the resurrection of the dead among the first rudi- 
ments of the faith. When, however, it was publicly impugned by 
some and called in question by others, then indeed I have no doubt 
that it was added as an appendix to the other articles of the creed. 
‘And hence, as I conjecture, it came to pass that the Apostle, in 
Hebrews vi. 2, mentioned in the last place “the resurrection of the 
dead and eternal judgment ” among the fundamental articles indeed 
of the Christian doctrine, but yet distinct from “ faith toward God” 
and “the doctrine of baptisms.” But,as “eternal judgment” is there 
joined with “the resurrection of the dead,” I gather, that the article 
on the state of “eternal life” after the last judgment had, in some 
Churches at least, been already added to the creed. 
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11. Finally, with respect to the clause on the Church, I conceive 
that it was added to, or inserted in, the creed last of all, not only 
because it occupies the last place in the Novatian formula, alleged 
by Cyprian, Epistle lxxvi., and in the Confession of Arius and 
Euzoius, mentioned above, § 9, [p. 120,] but also because no 
mention is made of it either in the catechetical discourses, or the 
Epistles of the Apostles ; so that this article seems to have been 
added to the others toward the end of the first or the beginning of 
the second century, on account of the heretics and schismatics, 
after they began to hold their meetings apart from the orthodox 
Church. For in the time of Tertullian believers already professed in 
their creed “the Holy Church,” as is evident from the very earliest? 
of his works, that. on Baptism 4, in which he writes ; “ But as both 
the attesting of faith and the promise’ of salvation is pledged under 
Three, there is of necessity besides mention made of the Church ; 
for where Three are, that is, the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Ghost, there is the Church, whieh is the body of the Three.” Com- 
pare another passage of Tertullian, which has been quoted already 
in § 7 of this book vi. [p.118.] Respecting “the communion of 
saints” I need say nothing, since it is clear that the mention of it 
did not occur in the creed before the fourth century after Christ. 

12. There remains but one article more, which I purposely passed 
over, that on “Christ’s descent into hell:” the genuine meaning of 
which has been so learnedly explained by the author of the History 
of the Apostles’ Creed, so often referred to, that nothing better 
could be expected from the most accomplished divine. Now, 
towards the end of his long Dissertation, chap. iv., he expresses his 
opinion, that the said article was inserted in the creed in opposition 
to the Arians and Apollinarians, who denied that Christ had soul 
or spirit, because the holy fathers used the following argument in 
refuting the said heretics :—Christ descended into hell, either in 
respect of His divinity, or in respect of His soul, or in respect of Hig 
body. But it is absurd to ascribe a descent into hell either to His 
divinity or to His body; it must therefore be determined, that He 
descended.in respect of His soul, and, in consequence, that He was 
endowed with a soul. There are, however, these objections to this 
view, viz. that in no confession is Christ said to have been in hell, 
in respect of His soul, but simply to have descended into hell, or 
into the places under the earth: and that this article occurs in some 


4 Cum autem sub tribus et testatio  quoniam ubi tres, id est, Pater et Filius 
fidei, et_sponsio salutis pignerentur, et Spiritus Sanctus, ibi ecclesia, que 
necessario adjicitur ecclesiee mentio;  trium corpus est.—[e. 6. p. 226. ] 
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of the formularies of faith of the Arians themselves, and in others of arape's 


earlier date than the Apollinarian sect. Hence it rather appears to pay 


me to have been added to the creed some time before, on account of Iv.—vI. 
the Valentinians and the Marcionites. For these heretics, according 
to the statement of Irenzeus, Against Heresies, v. 31, p. 450, col. 2”, 
say, that “as soon as they are dead, they ascend above the heavens 
and the Demiurgus, and go to the Mother, or to Him, whom they 
themselves invent, the Father.” And a little afterwards, p. 451, 
col. 1°; “They say, that this our present world is the lower place; 
and that their inner man, leaving the body here, ascends into the 
region above the heavens.” This fancy’ of theirs about the lower ! commen- 
place is touched on by Tertullian in his work On the Soul, chap. lv. Ley 
when he says* ; “ By us the lower place is believed to be not a bare 

cavity ?, or a sink of the world open to the air *, but a vast space in ? cavositas. 
the hollow* and depth of the earth, and a profundity’ hidden in its eae 
very bowels.” To prove, therefore, the existence of a lower region * fossa. 
beneath the earth, and the descent into it of the souls of the faithful, ° #PS*T™s% 
the holy fathers derived an argument from the descent of Christ 

Himself into hell, on which Irenzeus says, in the passage just now 

cited” ; “If these things were as they say, it is plain that the Lord 

Himself, in whom they profess to believe, would not have accom- 

plished His resurrection on the third day, but expiring on the cross, 

would at once, as is plain, have departed, going upwards, leaving 

His body to the earth. As it is, however, He stayed ® three days © conversa- 
where the dead were, as the prophet says of Him, &. .. . And the 's est. 
Apostle also says ; ‘But that He ascended, what is it but that He 

also descended into the lower parts of the earth? This David 

likewise said, prophesying of Him ; ‘And Thou hast delivered My 

soul from the lowermost hell.’ . . If the Lord, then, observed the law 

of the dead, that He might become the first-begotten from the dead, 

and abode until the third day in the lower parts of the earth ; and 


[185] 


r Simul atque mortuifuerint, dicunt 
se supergredi ccelos et Demiurgum, et 
ire ad matrem, vel ad eum, qui ab 
ipsis affingitur, Patrem.—[p. 330.] 

_ § Dicunt, inferos quidem esse hunc 
mundum, qui sit secundum nos ; inte- 
riorem autem hominem ipsorum, de- 
relinquentem hic corpus, in supercee- 
lestem ascendere locum.—[Ibid.] 

t Nobis inferi non nuda cayositas, 
nee subdivalis aliqua mundi sentina 
creduntur; sed in fossa terree et in 
alto vastitas, et in ipsis visceribus ejus 
abstrusa profunditas.—[p. 305.] 

u Gi hec ita essent, quemadmodum 
dicunt, ipse utique Dominus, in quem 


se dicunt credere, non in tertia die 
fecisset resurrectionem; sed super 
crucem exspirans, confestim utique 
abiisset sursum, relinquens corpus ter- 
re. Nune autem tribus diebus con- 
versatus est, ubi erant mortui, quemad- 
modum propheta ait de eo, &e.. . . Sed 
et apostolus ait, “Ascendit autem, 
quid est, nisi quia et descendit in infe- 
riora terre?” Hoc et David in eum 
prophetans dixit,“Ht eripuisti animam 
meam ex inferno inferiori.”. . . Si ergo 
Dominus legem mortuorum servavit, 
ut fieret primogenitus a mortuis, et 
commoratus usque in tertiam diem in 
inferioribus terre; post deinde sur- 


160 — Evidence of this from Ireneus and Tertullian. 


suemenr then afterwards rising again in the flesh, that He might shew to His 


camnorro disciples even the print of the nails, so ascended to the Father ; ae 
onvrcH. are they not ashamed, who say, that this world is the lower place, 
1 abierit, @&c., as above. “ For whereas the Lord ‘ walked’ in the midst of 
Be the shadow of death,’ where the souls of the dead were, then rose 
xxiii. 4.. again afterwards with His body’, and after His resurrection was 
? corpora- taken up; it is manifest that the souls of His disciples also, for 
sai whose sake the Lord also performed these works, shall go away to 
an invisible place appointed for them by God, and shall tarry there 
until the resurrection; awaiting resurrection ; then having received 
their bodies again, and having risen again perfectly, that is, with their 
[186] bodies *, just as the Lord also rose again, shall so come unto the sight 
$ capart of God.” ‘Tertullian uses the same argument, writing thus in the 
KS. 


passage before mentioned * ; “ We read that three days of death were 
spent by Christ in the heart of the earth, that is, in an internal 
‘ intimo — recess, far within‘, and covered in the earth itself, and inclosed within 
praninine: it, and built above the still lower abysses. Now if Christ [being] 
God, [yet,] because He was also man, died according to the Scrip~ 
tures, and according to the same was buried, [and thus] satisfied 
this law also, fulfilling the form of human death in hell; and 
ascended not into the higher parts of the heavens before He had 
descended into the lower parts of the earth, there to make the 
5 compotes patriarchs and the prophets partakers of Himself*, you have to 


68 


oe aie believe hell to be a subterranean region, and to keep at arms’ length® 
pellere, those who through excess of pride suppose the souls of the faithful 


gens in carne, ut etiam fixuras clavo- 
rum ostenderet discipulis, sic ascendit 
ad Patrem ; quomodo non confundan- 
tur, qui dicunt, inferos quidem esse 
hunc mundum, &. ... Cum enim 
Dominus “in medio umbre mortis 
abierit,” ubi anime mortuorum erant, 
post deinde corporaliter resurrexit, et 
post resurrectionem assumptus est, 
manifestum est, quia et discipulorum 
ejus, propter quos et heec operatus est 
Dominus, anime abibunt in invisibi- 
lem locum, definitum eis a Deo, et ibi 
usque ad resurrectionem commora- 
buntur, sustinentes resurrectionem: 
post recipientes corpora, et perfecte 
resurgentes, hoc est corporaliter, quem- 
admodum. et Dominus resurrexit, sic 
venient ad conspectum Dei.” (The 
Greek of the last portion is extant: 
ai puxal dmépxovta eis [dopalrdy ré- 
mov Tv a@picuevoy avtais amd Tov 
@cod, Kdker pexpt THs dvacrdoews 


porraor mwepiuevovom thy avacracw: 
éreita dmoAaBotoa T& cwpata, Kal 
OAOKATpws avacT oat, TOUTETTL, TwWLATI- 
K@s, KaOds Kal 6 Kupios dyéorn, ottws 
edcdoovta eis Thy bYw Tod Ocot.— 
p. 330.] 

x Christo in corde terre triduum 
mortis legimus expunctum, id est, in 
recessu intimo et interno, et in ipsa 
terra operto, et intra ipsam clauso, et 
inferioribus adhue abyssis superstruc- 
to. Quod si Christus Deus, quia et 
homo, mortuus secundum Scripturas, 
et sepultus secus easdem, huic quoque 
legi satisfecit, forma humane mortis 
apud inferos funectus; nec ante ascen- 
dit in sublimiora ccelorum quam de- 
scendit in inferiora terrarum, ut illic 
patriarchas et prophetas compotes sui 
faceret, habes et regionem inferum 
subterraneam credere, et illos cubito 
pellere, qui satis superbe non putant 
animas fidelium inferis dignas ; servi 


The Creed in its substance Apostolical. 161 


too good for hell! ; servants above their Lord, and disciples above Grazr’s 
their Master, disdaining, if perchance [it be] in Abraham’s bosom, one 
to receive the consolation of awaiting the resurrection.” The heresy 1v.—v1. 
of the Valentinians and the Marcionites, therefore, rather than that! inferi, _ 
of the Arians and the Apollinarians, seems to have been the cause {through- 
that the article on Christ’s descent into hell was inserted into the 

creed ; unless any one haply would prefer to affirm, that the first 
instructions * of the Apostles themselves gave occasion to their cate- ? cateche- 
chumens to express occasionally in their confessions of faith, that ** 
Christ descended into hell. For the prince of the Apostles himself, 

in his first sermon at Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost, very 

plainly set forth this article, when he said, “that His soul was not 

left in hell, neither His flesh did see corruption,” Acts ii. 31. 

13. From all, then, which has been hitherto advanced, if duly 

considered, I think it becomes very clear, that all the articles of the 
Apostles’ Creed, except that on the communion of saints, and perhaps 
that concerning the Church, and also that on Christ’s descent into 
hell, were expressed by the early Christians in their solemn confes- 
sions of faith, in the very age and by the authority, or at any rate 
with the approval, of the holy Apostles, and that consequently the 
creed, as to the substance of most of its articles, is rightly called the 
Apostles’ Creed, and was justly put forth as a tradition received from 
the Apostles and their followers by Irenzeus in the passages already 
adduced in page 63, col. 1, [p. 148,] to say nothing of other more 
recent fathers. And indeed it was hardly, if at all, possible, that [187] 
so many Churches, in parts of the world so separate, should so have 
agreed in a form of faith, and in so many articles of it, unless it had 
gone forth in such a form*® amongst them all, from an authority which ° talis. 
all acknowledged. The reason, indeed, why the confessions of indi- 
vidual Churches differ as to words and phrases, is, because “the 
symbol of our faith and hope,” as Jerome wrote, Epistle lxi. chap. 9%, 
* which was delivered to us by the Apostles, was not written with 
paper and ink, but on the fleshly tables of the heart.” So that it 
was open to each to express what he meant in what words he would. 
Notwithstanding, I should be loth to take on myself the proof of 
that tradition which Ruffinus mentions in his Exposition of the 
Creed, when he writes thus of the twelve Apostles’ ; “ Being about 
to depart one from another, they first establish in common a rule 
‘super dominum, et discipuli super scriptum fuit in charta et atramento, 
magistrum, aspernati, si forte in Abra- sed in tabulis cordis carnalibus.— 
he sinu, expectandse resurrectionis [Lib. cont. Joann. Hieros. § 28. t. il. 
solatium capere.—[Ibid. ] col. 435.) 


y Symbolum fidei et spei nostre, 2 Discessuri ab invicem normam 
quod ab apostolis est traditum, non  prius future sibi preedicationis in 
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for their own future preaching, lest they should haply teach those 
whom they invited to believe in Christ, anything different, when 


they were separated one from the others. All, therefore, being in 


one place, and being filled with the Holy Ghost, they compose this 
short standard of their own future preaching, by putting together 
in one what each thought, and decide that it should be given to 
believers as a rule;” although with regard to the earliest outlines 
of the Apostles’ Creed, as sketched in the catechetical discourses of 
St. Peter and St. Paul, it is not improbable that some such thing 
was done. But we regard as nought the distribution of the twelve 
articles of the creed among the twelve Apostles, mentioned by the 
author of the 115th sermon De Tempore, in the tenth volume of 
the works of St, Augustine *, and other conceits of a like character, 
of which it would not be suitable to say anything here. 


commune constituunt, ne forte alius unusquisque, eomponunt, atque hance 
ab aliis abducti diversum aliquid his, credentibus dandam esse regulam sta- 
qui ad fidem Christi invitabantur, tuunt.—[p. exeviii.] 

exponerent. Omnes ergo in uno po- 2 (Spurious. Serm. eexli. tom. v- 
siti, et Spiritu S. repleti, breve istud Append. col. 395. See also Serm. 
futuree sibi preedicationis indicium,  cexl. col. 394.] 

conferendo in unum quod sentiebat 
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CHAPTER VII. 69 


ON THE WELL-KNOWN PASSAGE IN JUSTIN MARTYR’S DIALOGUE WITH TRYPHO 
THE JEW. 


1. THERE remains the other argument, by which Episco- 
pius* endeavours to prove his assertion; “The second argu- | 
ment,” he says, “ by which I prove the antecedent is this ; 
it is clearly evident from Justin, a very early writer (for he 
flourished one hundred and fifty years after the birth of [188] 
Christ), and a martyr for the Christian religion, that the © 
Christian Churches of those times not only did not judge the 
determining and the professing of this particular mode [of 
the Sonship of Christ] to be necessary to salvation ; but even 
kept up communion with those who denied this mode of 
filiation, and professed their belief that Jesus Christ was only 
“a mere man’ (YAdv dvOpwrov), a human being [born] of 
human beings*, and made the Christ by election. The ' hominem 
passage of Justin from which this is clear, is extant in his ea 
Dialogue with Trypho the Jew, which may be seen quoted in 
the Apology of the Remonstrants, towards the end of their 
Reply to the Censure, chap. 111, and drawn out at large and 
defended in our Answer of the Remonstrants to the specimen 
of calumnies, &c. of the four Leyden Professors ; to which 
writings, not to go over the ground again, we refer you.” 
Thus Episcopius. 

2. I will here adduce the passage entire, not mutilated and 
curtailed as it is by the Remonstrants in their Apology. 
Thus, then, does Justin argue in the passage in question; 
“Nevertheless, Trypho, the position that this’ is the Christ of 2 rooroy, 
God does not at once fall to the ground’, though I should be oy ER 
unable to shew that He both pre-existed as Son of the Maker » ji 4yay. 


j : 4 

of all things, being God, and also was born man of* the ™- 

* bid. 
a P. 340. - vomat, Ste Kal mpovrApxev vis Tod 
b #5n pév Tol, & Tptowv, ov GrddA- mointod T&v drwy, cds av, Kal yeyevyn- 
Auta: 7d Towwdrov (lege todrov) civar Tat tyOpwros did THS mapOévov. GAN exc 
Xpiordv rod Ocov, edy dwodeikar wy Bv- mayrds dmodeixvupévoy, drt odds eotw 6 
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[190] 


164 The passage of Justin M. from which Episcopius argues ; 


Virgin; but, since it has been fully demonstrated’ that He 
is the Christ, the Christ of God, whosoever He may be, if 
I should fail in proving that He preexisted, and vouchsafed, 
according to the will of the Father, to be born a man of 
like passions with ourselves, having flesh, it is only right for 
you to say that I have been mistaken in this particular, but 
not to deny that this is the Christ, even though He should 
seem to have been born a human being of human beings’, 
and be demonstrated to have been made the Christ by elec- 
tion. For, my friends, there are some of our race* who 
acknowledge Him to be Christ, but affirm that He was a 
human being born of human beings ; with whom I do not 
agree, nor would most people say so, who are of the same 
opinion as myself’; for we are commanded by Christ Him- 
self not to be guided by the doctrines of men, but by those 
which were proclaimed by the blessed prophets, and were 
taught by Himself.’ JT have in this passage differed from 
the translator of Justin in the rendering of some other 
words that are less important, and especially of those words, 
ON éx mavtds arrodexvupévou, TL obt6s éatw 6 Xpsotos 6 
Tov cod, datis ovTOs écrat, which that translator thus inter- 
prets; Preterquam ex eo omni, quo probatur hunc esse 
Christum illum Dei, quod talem Eum fore preostensum sit : 
“ Besides from all that, by which it is proved that He is the 
Christ of God, because it was shewn beforehand that He 
would be such.” This version is not in any way agreeable to 
the Greek text, nor is the sense good. For, from what goes 


Xpiords, 6 Too cod, Boris obTos ora, 


€dy 5¢ ph amodenvdw, St mpodmiipyxe, 
kal yevynOjva &yOpwros dmorowads)s 
hiv, odpra €xwv, Kuta tiv ToD Tlatpos 
Bovany iméuever, ev tovTw reTravjc bal 
Me wdvov A€yew dliatov, GAAA fur) apvet- 
cOa ort ovTds eo 6 XpioTds, ed at- 
yytar @s dvOpwros e& avOpdawy yevyy- 
Gels, kal €xroyn yevduevos eis TOY Xpic- 
Tov elvat amodeixvinta. Kal yap ciat 
TWES, @ Pirot, awd TOD HueTépov yevous, 
dporoyouvres aitoy Xpirrdv elvat, av- 
Opwrov S& ef dvOpamwy yevduevoy dro- 
Paivouevor ois ov auvrideuat, oS dv 
mhetoTor TaUTd gor dvédcayres elmoiev* 
retin ov dvOpwreloss diddypact KeKe- 
Aevoueba im abitod tod Xpictod mel- 
Geobat, dAAA Trois Bid THY waraplov 
Tpopyntayv Knpuxoetot, kad SC abrov Bi- 
daxGeror.—Dialogue with Trypho, p. 
267. [§$ 48. p. 144] 


¢ [In the translation of these words, 
ov dv wAcioror tadrd por Sotdcuvtes 
etroev, Bp. Bull followed the common 
Latin version, “neque sane plerique, 
eadem mecum sentientes, illud dixe- 
rint.” On this Dr. Burton observes ; 
“Tt is strange that Bull followed this 
incorrect translation. Without doubt, 
the words are to be translated as we 
find them in the Benedictine edition ; 
‘quibus ego non assentior nec assen- 
tirer, etiam si maxima pars, quee me- 
cum consentit, idem diceret.’” With 
all deference to these authorities, Bp. 
Bull’s translation has, notwithstand- 
ing, been followed, as it appears to be 
the only one which the Greek as it 
now stands admits; the other would 
require ovd ay ei tAcioTa. See below, 
Append. § 3. p. 190.] 


ats plain meaning ; it does not support his view. 165 


before it is clear that Justin’s meaning is certainly this; “If cna. vu. 
only I have given solid proof in other ways out of the che ae 
prophets that our Jesus is the Christ of God, whatsoever 
according to their predictions [the Christ] was to be, (whether, 
that is, He was to be God, born man of ‘a virgin, which I 
with the Catholic Church believe, or simply a man born of 70 
human parents, which you, Trypho, and your kinsmen the 
Jews suppose,) even though I should not be able to shew that 
He is the Son of God, and made man of a virgin, there is yet 
no reason why you should therefore deny that He is the Christ 
Himself, who was promised and foretold by the prophets.” 

3. I am sure that there is nothing in these words of 
Justi, from which Episcopius or the Remonstrants can 
prove either that the Church in Justin’s time, or that Justin 
himself, did not hold that the doctrine of the divinity of the 
Son was necessary to be believed in order to salvation, still 
less that they kept up communion with those who denied 
that doctrine. Indeed, if the Remonstrants prove anything 
from this passage, they prove too much, which is a certain 
sign of a very bad argument. For the dogmatists who are 
here alluded to by Justin, not only affirmed that our Saviour 
was a mere man, but that He was born a human being of 
human beings, that is, from the sexual intercourse of man 
and woman in the ordinary manner of human beings. From 
this, therefore, it will follow, if the Remonstrants argue cor- 
rectly from this passage, that Justin, and the Church in the 
time of Justin, kept up communion with those who, setting 
at nought! the authority of the holy evangelists, and de- * susque 
spising the uniform and consentient tradition of the Apostolic Loe 
and Catholic Church, dared to deny that Christ as man was [191] 
born of the Virgin Mary; -which, if any one could bring 
himself seriously to think, he ought simply to be regarded 
-as insane”. I have not indeed yet seen The Reply of the ? ad Anii- 
Remonstrants to the Specimen of the Calumnies, &c. of the re ane 
four Leyden Professors; so that I cannot know for certain &t. 
how they have there supported their assertion out of this 
passage of Justin; and therefore am obliged at present to 


form conjectures‘. 

4 See, however, the Appendix to wards saw, are confuted at length. — 
this chapter, in which the arguments Grae. 
of this Reply, which Bp. Bull after- 
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166 Justin is arguing ad hominem, on the principles of 


4, Did they then suppose that what they maintain is 
proved from Justin’s saying, that the position that Jesus 
is the promised Christ is not lost or destroyed, though it 
should be impossible to shew that He is God, and born as 
man of a Virgin? Yet it is most evident that Justin im this 
passage is using the argumentum ad hominem, as it is called, 
than which nothing is more frequent in discussions of this 
sort. For Justin had already begun to shew that the pro- 
phets had foretold concerning Christ, that being before the 
worlds the Son of God, and God, He was at length to be 
born man of a virgin. Afterwards, however, when he had 
digressed into a discussion on certain other points, Trypho 
recalls him to finish his former argument, saying®; “ And 
now we have heard what you think of these points: resum- 
ing, therefore, the argument at the pomt where you broke it 
off, bring it to a close; for it seems to me to be a paradox, 
and one which cannot possibly be proved. For your saying, 
that this Christ preexisted, bemg God before the worlds, 
and then endured to become man and to be born, and that 
He is not a man [born] of man, appears to me to be not 
only paradoxical, but even absurd.” And Justin, as Trypho 
requests, then resumes the discussion, and pursues it at some 
length, proving very fully that the Christ foretold by the 
prophets both would be God, and would be born as man of a 
virgin, p. 274 [150], &c. Meanwhile, and to stop for the 


_ present in some degree the mouth of his cavilling opponent, 


he gives him a twofold answer. He first sharply reflects on 
his blindness and obstinacy, and that of the Jewish nation, 
inasmuch as they rejected, as incredible, absurd, and foolish, 
the statement or doctrine concerning Christ [as being] the 
Son of God, and God, who was to assume flesh of the Virgin, 
although this doctrine was taught even in the Old Testament 
in no obscure terms; and in consequence preferred on this 
point to believe the wild dreams of their Rabbis, rather than 
the word of God Himself by His inspired prophets. “I am 


© Kal wept rovTwy boa ppovers dined- rdv Xpirrdy, eira Kal yerrnbiva &vbpw- 
auev. avahaBioy ov Tov Abyor, d0ey mov yevouevov Smoucivar, Kad Ste ovK 
emanow, mépatwe’ mapadotds Tis yap ToTe, &vOpwros eE avOpdmov, od wdvoy mapd- 
xat ph Svvduevos brws arodaxOfvar  dofoy Sone? mor elvat, @AAX kal nepdy.— 
Boxed fot elvan. TO yelp A€yew oe, mpoi- [§ 48. p. 143.] 
wapxew Oedy cvta mpd aidvey TodTeyv 


the Jews, who expected the Messiah to be a mere man. 167 


aware,” he says’, “that this statement seems paradoxical, omar. vit. 
especially to those of your nation, who have never been willing . ha 
either to understand or to do the things of God, but those of 

your own teachers, as God Himself loudly complains!.” Itis ? 60@. 
easy, then, to conjecture (to observe it by the way) to how much 
greater blindness Justin must have thought those persons to 

be abandoned and condemned by God, who, while professing 

to be Christians, and living in the clear light of the Gospel, 
(compared to which at any rate ancient prophecy was but like [193] 
“a light shining in a dark place&,”) have with the like obsti- 

nacy rejected that doctrine. Surely, if Episcopius and the 
Remonstrants had carefully read these words of Justin, which 71 
immediately precede the passage they quoted, they would 

never, I should think, have regarded that passage as making 
anything in their favour. But to proceed. 

5. Justin next replies by confuting Trypho on principles 
acknowledged by him, in the passage quoted by the Remon- 
strants, to the following effect ; “ Nevertheless, Trypho, the 
position that this is the Christ of God, does not at once fall 
to the ground,” &c. ; as though he should say, Even if I could 
not prove from the prophets (although I have, indeed, already 
proved it in part, and shall presently after demonstrate it 
more fully and most effectively) that the Christ both would 
be God, and for the sake of our salvation would be born as 
man of a virgin, yet I should not on that account altogether 
fail in my cause, at least with you Jews; for, consistently with 
your own principles, you cannot possibly on this ground deny 
that our Jesus is the Christ; since you expect no other, as 
the Christ or Messiah, foretold and promised by the prophets, 
than one who is a mere man, born of human parents. This 
is acknowledged, indeed, by Trypho himself afterwards"; 

«We all,” he says, “ expect that the Christ will be a human 

-being, [born] of human [parents]’.” It is therefore plain re 
that Justin in this place is arguing, not from his own view, see ae 
nor from the truth of the thing itself, but from the hypo- 

thesis of the Jews, with whom he is disputing. Indeed, Justin 


£ of3 Sr. mapddotos 6 Adyos Soxet fog.—[$ 49. p. 144.] 
elvat, Kal wdAora Tols dtd Tod yévous & 2 Peter i. 19. ae 
bua, olriwes TA TOU Ocovd ore vojoa a mavres mets TOV Xpiorov ty Oparov 
odre moijoa ToT’ BeBovAnsbe, GAAB TA  e avOpamwY mpoTdoKGLeEY yevio eo Oat. 
rey didackddov sud, as adtds 6 @eds =p. 268. [§ 49. p. 145.] 
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168 Justin held that if Jesus were a mere man, He was not the 


could not, without the grossest contradiction and palpable 
subversion of a great part of what he had earnestly contended 
for in this Dialogue, have affirmed or conceded that it does not 
really follow from the fact’ of Jesus Christ not being very God, 
born as man of a virgin, that He is not the Christ of God, 
who was foreshewn by the prophets; for in his work he is 
constantly and earnestly engaged in proving that it was most 
plainly predicted by the prophets concerning the Christ of 
God, both that He would Himself be certainly God, and 
would assume flesh from a virgin. Moreover, in another 
place Justin expressly teaches that no one could have been 
equal to the office of Christ the Mediator, unless He were the 
very Son of God Himself, and therefore God. There is this 
remarkable passage in his Epistle to Diognetus'; ‘ He Him- 
self gave up His own Son as a ransom for us, the Holy for 
sinners, the Innocent for the wicked, the Just for the unjust, 
the Incorruptible for the corrupt, the Immortal for the 
mortal. For what else than His righteousness could have 
covered our sins? By whom was it possible for us, who are 
sinful and impious, to be justified, but only by the Son of 
God? O the sweet exchange! O the work past searching 
out!” According, therefore, to Justin’s opinion, it was not 
possible for any to make satisfaction for our sins to God the 
Father (and this is the primary office of our Saviour Christ) 
but “ God’s own incorruptible and immortal Son.” Now, 
what Son of God Justin designates by these epithets, is known 
to all who have even the very slightest acquaintance with 
the holy martyr’s writings. Unquestionably, he uniformly 
means by them that Son of God who was begotten of God 
the Father before every creature, who in the creation of all 
things was present with Him, as His Counsellor’ and Fellow- 
worker’, who at length at the fore-appomted time came down 
from heaven, having become man for the salvation of man. 
And not unlike to these are the statements which we have in 
this very Dialogue with Trypho, pp. 322, 323*, where, having 


1 girds dv WBioy vidv adwédot0 Abtpov 
imép huay, tov Ey.ov trtp dyduwy, Tov 
dxaxoy trép Tay KaKey, Toy Slicaov brkp 
Tey Gdikwy, Tov &pOaproy imkp Tay 
poaptav, toy abdvaroy vmrtp Trav Ovn- 
Tay. TL yap MAAO Tas Gpaptias judy 
HOvvTAn Karvpat, 4) exelvou Succwoctyn; 


éy tive SixaiwOivar Svvardy Tovs &vduous 
jeas Kal doeBeis, } ev udve TE vig Tod 
cov; & THs yAvKelas dvTadAayijs, & 
THs dvekixyidotou Snmioupytas, «.A.— 
p. 500. [$ 9. p. 238.] 

K [$ 96. p. 192.] 


Christ ; His Divinity is the ground of the Christian system. 169 


first given a clear statement of the Catholic doctrine, (both 
respecting the universal guilt of the human race, from that 
well-known passage, “Cursed is every one that continueth 
not in all things that are written in the book of the law to 
do them,” and also respecting the satisfaction which was 
effected* by our crucified Jesus taking on Himself “the 
curses”’ (<atapas) of all men,) he then adds, that it had been 
foretold by God, which the Jews were quite ignorant of, that! 
“This is He who was in being before all things, and is the 
eternal Priest of God, and King, and would afterwards be- 
come the Christ *.” In these words he intimates that God the 
Father willed and decreed that the sins of mankind should 
not be expiated™ except by a High Priest, who was in being 
before all things, and is eternal. Compare also what he says 
from Psalm cx. of Christ the High Priest after the order of 
Melchisedec, in pp. 250, 251, of this same Dialogue". Nor 
was this a peculiar opinion of Justin, but the common senti- 
ment of the primitive fathers, who all with one voice taught 
that it was altogether necessary that the Saviour of men 
and Mediator with God should Himself be both God and 
man; as I could have shewn by a great abundance of testi- 
monies, if that were now the point under consideration. At 
which had received (corruption). On 


this account it was necessary that the 
Word should come to be in the body, 


l rodrov eivar Tov mpd TdyTwY bYTA, 
Ka) aidvioy Tod @eod iepéa, Kal Baoiréa, 
Kal Xpirrov méAdAovta. ylvecGa1.—| Ibid. 


The last two words probably belong 
to what goes before this extract. ] 

m That the human race could not 
have been freed from the corruption 
contracted by the fall of Adam, except 
by the incarnation of Him, who was 
in His own nature Life, z.e. God, or 
the essential Son ef God, Justin ex- 
pressly taught in an Oration, or part 
of an Oration, against the Gentiles, 
which has been lost. From it Leon- 
tius, in his book ii. against the Eu- 
tychians and the Nestorians, has 
quoted the following words; “The 
corruption having accrued to us by 
nature, it was necessary that He 
who would save us should have 
done away with that substance which 
caused corruption. But it was impos- 
sible that this should be brought to 
pass, unless That which is by nature 
Life were joined to that which had 
received corruption; [thereby] oblite- 
rating the corruption, and preserving 
immortal for the time to come that 


in order that He might liberate us 
from the death of that corruption 
which accrues to us by nature.” (fice: 
dé Tis POopas mposyevouevns, avay- 
Kaiov jv bt ceca Bovddmevos H Thy 
P0opoTroidy ovatay apavicas. TovTO Be 
ovK Hy érepws yeverOu, ei pimep ) Kata 
picw (wn mpocemAdKn TE THY plopay 
detapevy, adpavlfvvca ev Thy pOopay, 
dedvaroy S& Tod Aowwod Td Sekdmevov 
(pOopdv) Siarnpodoa. Aida roiTo Tdv 
Adyov eénoev ev couate yevéo Oat, iva 
Tov Savdrou THs Kara prow ijpas plopas 
€rcvdepdon.) This fragment I have 
given entire in Greek, as copied from 
a MS. in the Bodleian Library, in 
tom, i. of my Spicilegium Pairum, 
see. ii, p. 172; where I have also, in 
p. 173, added in a note the parallel 
words of Irenzeus, quoted in the text 
by our reverend author.—Grasz. [See 
Justin’s Works, Appendix, pp. 597, 
598.—B. ] 
a [§ 33. p. 180.] 
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170 This was a received principle in that age. 


present, however, I will only allege two witnesses of the 
Catholic doctrine, but both very full to the point, one earlier 
than Justin, and the other nearly his contemporary. Igna- 
tius, a bishop of the apostolic age, certainly affirms this very 
doctrine most clearly in the well-known passage in his 
Epistle to the Ephesians®, which we have often quoted ; 
“There is One Physician, fleshly and spiritual, made and not 
made, God in flesh, and true Life in death,” &c. It is plain 
that in the opinion of Ignatius, He alone who is @edp- 
Opw7ros, that is, God and man at once, was able to afford the 
medicine of salvation to our grievously sick and dying souls. 
On the other hand, Irenzus, who lived very near the time 
of Justin, urges and inculcates the same doctrine throughout, 
and especially unfolds it learnedly in book iii. chap. 20?, 
where he writes thus (the Greek text of the passage is 
supplied to us by Theodoret) ; “He, therefore, united man 
to God: for unless man had vanquished the adversary of man, 
the enemy would not have been vanquished fairly’; and 
again, unless God had given us salvation, we should not have 
possessed it securely; and if man had not been united to 
God, he would not have been able to partake of incorruption. 
For it was necessary that the Mediator between God and men 
should by His own relationship’ to both bring the two toge- 
ther into friendship and concord, and present* man to God, 
and make God known to men.” It was impossible, then, for 
Justin, or any other Catholic of that age, without doing vio- 
lence to his own principle‘, to allow that it did not really 
follow, from the opinion which held Jesus to be a mere man, 
that He is not the Christ. For on the principle, “ Whoso- 
ever is Christ, He must necessarily be God,” (and it was the 
principle of Justin and all Catholics,) it is an’ absolutely 
necessary result from the opinion of those who deny that 
Jesus is God, that neither is He the Christ. It remains, then, 
for us to conclude that, in the passage in question, Justin is 


° [See above, c. i. § 1. p. 4.] Tarxe THs dpOapclas. %8er yap Tov 
_? ivecev ody Tov ay 8pwmov TP OcG. pecirny Ocod te kad avOpdmov did TAS 
ci yap wy tvOpwros eviknoey toy dytl- idtas mpos Exarépous oixedryros eis di- 


Aes > 
~ Tadov rot dvOpdmov, ovK by Bicalws Alay Kad dudvoiay rods dupotepous cuva- 


evuicthOn 6 ex pds: maw Te ei why 6 cds yaryetv, Kad OcG wey mapactioa tov 
edwphoaro Thy cwrnplay, otk by BeBalws evOpwrov, avOpdmois 3S yveptoa Tov 
Erxomey adrqvy’ Kal ei uy cuvnvddy 6 @edy.—[e. 18, 7. p. 211.] 

kvOpwros TG OG, ove dy HvvHOn we~ 


“ Those of our race” might mean Christians, but yet heretics. 171 


arguing on the hypothesis of the Jews, with whom his dispute omar. vu. 
is, and who believed that Christ would be nothing more than a 
a mere man. 

6. But it may be objected further, that Justin very plainly [198] 
speaks of those “some,” who in his own time, while they 
acknowledged Jesus to be the Christ, yet denied both His 
divinity and His birth of a virgin, as though they were 
still in the communion of the Catholic Church and regarded 
as true Christians ; for he says that they were do Tod 
netépov yévous, “of our (that is, the Christian) race.” But 
this is nothing. For they who held thist might have been !, dogma- 
said by Justin to be “ of our race,” 7.e. the race of Christians ; ree 
inasmuch as “they received Jesus, and boasted as though on 
this account they were Christians” (Tov “Incodv amrodeyopevor, 

S$ Tapa TodTO Xptotiavol eivar avyodvtes), as Origen says of 
the Ebionites, (whom Justin also seems to have had in his’ 
mind in this place, as we shall see afterwards,) in his work 
against Celsus, book v.41 This latter father again, in book viii. 
of the same work *, treating of some other well-known heretics, 
speaks of them as, Tuwds ws &v TAHOE. micTevdvTar, “ some 
in a numerous body of persons who believe,” that is, who 
profess the faith of Christ. Thus, also, Justin himself in his 
second Apology addressed to Antoninus Pius, after speaking 
of the followers of Simon, Menander, and Marcion, (and 
they were the-most abandoned of heretics,) goes on to say §; 
« All who spring from these are called Christians; just in 
the same way as those who do not share in the same opinions 
with philosophers, have yet in common [with them] the name 
which is derived from philosophy.” If, indeed, in this place 
Justin had been in controversy with some sect of Christians, 
which differed from himself, and had said, by way of contra- [199] 
distinction, that those, whose opinion respecting Christ as 
being a mere man he is describing, were “ of our race ;”’ it 
might then have been concluded, with a semblance of truth, 
that he himself regarded them as of his own communion, 
and consequently as true members of the Catholic Church. 


a P. 272. [§ 61. p. 624.] ov KolwvotyTes TaY adTaY SoyudTwr 
r P. 387. [§ 14. p. 752. See the ots pirvodois, 7d erixarnyopovpevov 
Def. Fid. Nic. ii. 9. §2. p. 250.] ~ voua THs pidocoplas rowdy Exovow.— 


S mdyres vf Grd TovTwy dpuduevoc [Apol. i. 26. p. 59.] 
a ’ Seve 
Xpioriavo) Kadodvra, bv Tpdmov Kat of 


JUDGMENT 
OF THE 
OATHOLIO 
CHURCH. 


73 


[200] 





172 The true reading is, “ some of your race,” i.e. Jews ; yévos 


But the state of the case is far otherwise. For in the passage 
in question, Justin is holding a discussion with Trypho and 
his fellows the Jews, avowed enemies of Christianity; from 
whom persons, professing the Christian religion, of what sect 
soever, might rightly be contradistinguished as being all of 
them included under the one class, or common designation 
of Christians. But when Justin is speaking of Christians 
who differed from himself on any question, and yet were 
in the communion of the Church, and held the rule of faith 
received in the Churth, he is accustomed to express this dis- 
tinctly. Thus, in this very Dialogue‘, referring to Catholic 
Christians who rejected the opinion of the Millenarians, 
which he himself embraced, he calls them, “ Christians, who 
were of the pure and pious opinion” (rods Ts Kafapas Kal 
evoeBods dvtas Xpictiavos yvouns). Now if Justin had 


‘spoken thus of those who denied the divinity of Christ our 


Lord, the Remonstrants would indeed have had reason for 
self-congratulation because of the communion which Justin 
and the Church of Justin’s time kept up with them. But it 
is quite an useless attempt on their part to go to prove this 
from the mere fact, that Justin designated those heterodox 
persons, as amo Tod 1)eTépou yévous, “ of our race.” But what 
if Justin did not even say this? For my own part, at any 
rate, [am most firmly persuaded, that it must be allowed that 
there is a false reading in this passage, which can be easily 
corrected by the change of a single letter; that is, by reading 
vwerépov instead of 7)werépov; and, admitting this emendation, 
the clause will be, amo tod twerépou yévous, which must be 
translated, “your race,” that is, the Jewish. Indeed, at the 
very beginning of the passage, which the Remonstrants 
quoted, there is an evident mistake of the copyist, who has 
added two letters of his own to a very short word,—writing 
Tocovtov instead of TodTov, as I observed in the margin; what 
wonder, then, if in the present instance he wrote » for 5? 
The reasons which induce me to be decidedly of this opinion, 
are wWery much the following: 1. Wherever the phrase, of 
amo Tod yévous, “they who are of the race,” occurs in this 
Dialogue, the word yévos is used, not metaphorically, but 


t [§ 80. p.177.] 


thus used literally by Justin. The Ebionites were Jews. 173 


in its proper meaning, for race or family; so that they are omap. vi. 
said to be of amd Tod yévous twos, who are “of some certain $8 ®& 
race.” Thus, in the sentence which immediately precedes 

the passage cited, rofs did tod yévous Judv, means, “ those 

who are of your race.” So again in the preceding page, 

ol amo TOU yevous Tov vmerépov, means, “those which are of 

your race,” and so in every other instance. But in this 

sense, Justin could not have called the professors of the 
Christian religion, 7d nuérepov yévos, “our race; for Chris- 

tians were not all of one “race” or nation. Accordingly, 
nowhere else, so far as I am aware, will you find the collective 

body of Christians designated 70 »yérepov yévos, “ our race.” 

2. The heterodox persons, of whom Justin is speaking, were 

the Ebionites, as we shall afterwards shew, who really were 

of the Jewish race. Hence, ancient Ecclesiastical writers 
usually class the heresy of the Ebionites among the heresies 

which arose amongst the Jewish people; see the Apostolical 
Constitutions, vi. 6, and what we have said above in iii. 1, 

[page 55.] 38. In a passage in the preceding page, which 

I just now referred to, Justin, evidently treating of the 
Ebionites, writes to this effect"; “ But if those of your race, 
Trypho, who say that they believe in this Christ, do abso- 

lutely require’ such of the Gentiles as believe in this Christ ' é« ravzds 
to live according to the law, which was ordained through ¢0) 
Moses, or choose not to hold communion with them in this [201] 
kind of intercourse,” (by which, that is, men are admitted 

to communion of all things, as brethren and men of the same 
sympathies, as he had been saying a little before,) “ these 

also in like manner I do not agree with’.” Those of the ? ov« dmo- 
Jewish nation, who, whilst they professed to believe in our ne 
Christ, nevertheless not only observed the ritual law of Moses 
themselves, but also imposed the obligation of observing 

it on other Christians of the Gentiles, were certainly no 

other than the Ebionites, as we have already shewn. ‘To this 

you may add that statement of Epiphanius *, who asserts that 
the Ebionites taught, that circumcision was instituted by 


u gay dt of dard ToD yévous TOD bueTe- TodTOY TOY Xpioctov, 7 ph Kowwveiv 
pov morevew A€youres emt TodToy Tov adrois Tis Towavrys ouvdiarywyns aipav- 
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did Mwoéws Siataxdevra vopov avarynd- —[§ 47. p.143.] 
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174 Parallel passage. The argument requires this reading. 


God, and enjoined on all, “for the purpose of sanctification, 
and for the sake of the inheritance of the kingdom of heaven” 
(dyotias &vexa, nab KAnpovowlas odpavdv Bacirelas xapw)- 
But when, in this passage, the Ebionites are described by 
this circumlocution, of dé Tob yévous Tod Uwerépov miaTevew 
Aéyovres él TodTov Tov Xpiorov (“those of your race, who 
say that they believe in this Christ”), who can doubt that in 
the passage also which the Remonstrants quote, Justin, in. 
speaking of the same Ebionites, likewise says, Twes azo Tod 
Uperépov yévous Guoroyodvres avTov Xptorov eivat,—“ some of 
your race, who acknowledge Him to be Christ.” 4. Lastly, 
by admitting this reading, Justin’s discourse will be very 
consistent, whereas it would otherwise be inconsequential *. 
For he had said a little before, as we have seen, that even if 
it could not be proved by him, that our Jesus was both God 
before the worlds, and in the fulness of time became man of 
a virgin, yet that Trypho, as a Jew, certainly ought not on 
that account to have denied, that He was the Christ, or the 
Messiah whom the’ prophets had promised. And this he 
proves and elucidates very appositely by the example of 
certain persons of the Jewish race, who, though they did not 
acknowledge the divinity of Jesus or His birth of a virgin, 
did yet confess Him to be the Christ. The case certainly 
appears to me to be clear, and, if I am not greatly mistaken, 
the impartial reader will agree with me, on a careful and 
judicious consideration of the context and scope of this 
passage of Justin’. 

7. But perhaps some one may further object, that Justin 
simply professes his own dissent from the heretics whom he 
remarks on, without branding them with any other stigma. 
For he merely says, he does not agree with them,—and does 
not call their doctrine heretical, or themselves heretics. 
IT answer; What if this be true? It is not with them that 
he is concerned in this passage; he is intent on another 
object, and merely mentions them incidentally. But what? 
Is it absolutely necessary that he who regards any one as a 

y [The Benedictine Editor main- On these words of Justin consult 
tains, that the reading juerépov should Bingham’s Vindication of the Doc- 
be retained, although he agrees with trine and Liturgy of the Church of 


Bp. Bull in supposing, that Justinin England, (Oxford 4 — 
this passage treats of the Hbionites. e Palen a Hea io 


The olyection that he does not call them heretics, answered. 175 


heretic, should call him a heretic as often as he speaks of 
him? I entertain no doubt, that Justin in the treatise which 
he wrote professedly against all heresies, (and which he 
mentions himself in this Dialogue,) handled this heresy also 
more sharply, and depicted it in its true colours. It is, how- 
ever, simply untrue, that Justin in this passage did not brand 
those who held this doctrine’ with any stigma of infamy. For 
he says plainly enough, that they not only differed in opinion 
from himself, but departed likewise from the opinion and 
faith of most? Christians, that is, of the Catholic Church. 
And, indeed, they who in Justin’s time taught, that our 
Lord was only a man born of human parents, were either 
Carpocratians, or Cerinthians, or else Ebionites: and these 
when gathered together as into one body were very few in 
comparison with the other’ Christians, and were all separated 
from the communion of the Apostolic Churches. Of the 
Carpocratians and Cerinthians no one has a doubt: and with 
respect to the Ebionites, it is sufficiently clear from what we 
have already alleged out of Ignatius and Irenzeus, that they 
also, from their very first beginning, were regarded as heretics 
by the Catholic Church. Indeed, their doctrine of Christ’s 
being a mere man was reprobated by most* even of the 
Christians of the circumcision, that is, of the Nazarenes, who 
retained the primitive faith of the Church of Jerusalem, 
which was founded by the Apostles, as I have fully proved, 
ii. 11, 12, [page 38.] And with no Church of Gentile Chris- 
tians were these persons ever in communion, nor desired to 
be, as we shall presently shew. Moreover, Justin intimates, 
that those of whom he is speaking, not only went counter to 
Catholic consent, but also were in opposition to the sacred 
oracles of the Old, and, more especially, of the New Testament. 
This, I say, he intimates not obscurely in the last words of 
the passage we have quoted, which were omitted by the Re- 
monstrants, with prudence enough, but with little candour: 
“ With these,” he says, “I do not agree, nor* would most 


% cov rrelorwy Christianorum. [But 
see the note on the translation of this 
passage on § 2. [p. 164,] from which 
it is clear, that the argument, which 
Bp. Bull derives from the word 
mrelarav, is of no weight.—B. Bp. 
Bull’s translation seems to be correct, 


but whether the words are translated 
as they are in the text, or as Dr. Bur- 
ton preferred,the inference is the same, 
that this view was not held by very 
many professed Christians, which 
seems to be the ground on which Bp. 
Bull’s argument rests. ] 


CHAP. Vii. 


§ 6, 7. 


1 dogma- 
tistas. 


[203] 


2 reliquos. 


3 of wAei- 
OTOL. 


JUDGMENT 
OF THE 
UATHOLIO 
CHURCH. 


[204] 


1 ex utro- 
que sexu. 


2 Kar 
exAoyy- 


3 Srepoxny. 
POX: 


4 in ea 
circum- 
latione 


(wepipopd). 


5 virtutem. 


6 effugere. 


176 No others than the Ebionites could have been intended ; 


people say so, who agree in opinion with myself; since we are 
commanded by Christ to believe not the traditions and doctrines 
of men, but those which the blessed prophets promulged, and 
Christ Himself taught.” Surely in these words Justin inti- 
mates, (what we shall clearly shew presently,) that those 
heretics trusted rather to human traditions, than to the 
inspired predictions of the ancient prophets, or the words of 
Christ Himself in the Gospel. And this was enough for 
Justin to say of them in passing. 

8. But the remark, which I have repeatedly made—that it 
is the Ebionites who were here referred to by Justin—re- 
quires now to be explained and established somewhat more 
at length. Certainly, if we consult Ecclesiastical history and 
the ancient writers on heresy, we shall find, that no sect of 
Christians existed either in the age of Justin or earlier, to 
whom the opinion, which is here described, applies in every 
particular, except only the Ebionites. For though the Car- 
pocratians and the Cerinthians agreed with the Ebionites in 
asserting, that Jesus was merely a man, born of a human 
father and mother’, yet it was never really their opinion, 
that He was raised to the office and dignity of the Christ by 
election’. Indeed I know not whether they had any thought 
at all of a Christ or Messiah foretold by the prophets. 
The Carpocratians, according to the statement of Irenzus ®*, 
taught that the dignity and excellency* of our Jesus con- 
sisted in this, “That His soul, as it was firm and pure, 
remembered the things which it had seen, in the circle‘ of 
the unbegotten God"; and that on this account a power® 
had been sent unto Him by God, in order that He might 


escape from® the framers of 


@ Quod anima ejus, firma et munda 
cum esset, commemorata fuerit que 
visa essent sibi in ea circumlatione 
que fuisset in ingenito Deo; et prop- 
ter hoc a Deo [ab eo, ed. Ben.| missam 
esse ei virtutem, uti mundi fabrica- 
tores effugere posset, et per omnes 
transgressa, et in omnibas liberata, 
ascenderet ad Deum [al. eum].— Lib. i. 
24, [e. 25. p. 103. The following 
passage, given in the notes of Massuet, 
out of Epiphanius (Heer.27. § 2.) and 
Theodoret (Heer. Fab. ¢. 5.), seems to 
supply the Greek of Irenzeus ; erovoy 


the world, and after having 


(at xadapay, Theod:) goxe Wux7)v rapa 
Tovs &Aous avOpwmous Kal éuvnudvevoe 
7A Cpabévta tm avras, bre qv ev tH 
Tepipopg Tod dyvdorov marpds. aré- 
oradta ind TOO adTov watpds eis Ti 
adtod puxiv duvduers (1. ddvauis) Srws 
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> In most [MSS.] copies the in does 
not occur.—Grasz. [It is also want- 
ing in all the MSS. of the Benedictine 
edition.—B. ] 


as the description applies only to them. vas 


passed through all, and being set free in all respects, might omar. vir. 
ascend to God.” But this conceit, in my opinion, never _5* 
entered the minds of those to whom Justin referred. Be- 

sides, these Carpocratians were the most impure of men; 

they were addicted to magic, and had gone on to such a 
length of impiety, that they acknowledged absolutely no 
difference between good and evil, as Ireneus in the same 
passage expressly asserts. It is not, therefore, to be believed 

that Justin meant to argue against Trypho and his fellows the [205] 
Jews from the opinions of these men, or rather, these brutes! * Onploov 
in human form ; especially as, in other respects, the Jews ine 
had nothing in common with them, either in regard to 
country or sacred rites. And as respects the Cerinthians, 
although they indeed Judaized with the Jews, in order to 

avoid the persecutions which the Jews excited, yet. the 
description of the opinions which Justin here refers to, does 

not apply to them : for the Cerinthians did not at all acknow- 

ledge Jesus to be the Christ, understanding by [the term] 
Christ not the name of an office or dignity, but a certain ? ? nescio 
Gon, which, as we have often remarked, descended for a season 7°” 
only upon Jesus from the highest power of all. It remains 

for us, therefore, to decide that it was the Ebionites whom 
Justin alluded to. For besides these three sects of Chris- 

tians, no other is mentioned by any ecclesiastical writer as 
having held, in Justin’s time or earlier, that our Saviour * was ? Jesum 
merely a man born of human parents. Almost all the other "*"™ 
- heretics of those times, who entertained erroneous views 
respecting the person of Christ, impugned the truth of His 
human nature. The Ebionites, however, as being Jews, 

when they departed from the primitive belief and opinion of 

the Church of Jerusalem respecting our Lord, embraced the 
common Jewish opinion about the Messiah; which was the #5 
very same as the view which Justin describes in this passage. 
Hence Trypho afterwards refers to it with approbation thus ° ; 

«It appears to me that those who say that He was a man, 

and was anointed and made the Christ by election,.say what 

is more credible than those of you* who say these things * syav. 
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178 The words which follow, on being guided by Christ, 


that thou dost. For we all expect that Christ will be a man 
[born] of human parents, and that Elias will come and 
anoint Him.” And afterwards* he advises Justin, if he 
wishes to persuade the Jews and others that Jesus is the 
Christ, to teach that He is “aman born of human parents, 
and that, on account of his living in conformity with the law’ 
and perfectly, he has been thought worthy to be chosen to be 
the Christ.””. This indeed was the very’ opinion of Ebion 
and his earliest followers ; from which, indeed, the Ebionites 
of later times turned aside, and went off into various different 
opinions about Christ, the greatest number of them em- 
bracing a view not unlike the dogma of the Cerinthians, as 
we learn from Epiphanius, Heres. xxx. chap. 3. compared 
with chap. 17. 

9. But let us return to the passage of Justin which is the 
subject of controversy. Surely the last words of it, in which 
Justin intimates that the heterodox, whom he had mentioned, 
paid more regard to the doctrines of men than to the words 
of the prophets and of Christ Himself in the Gospel, not 
obscurely point out the Ebionites. For these persons were 
so entirely wedded to their notion* of the Christ being 
a mere man, which they had received from the Hebrew 
doctors *, that they would not allow themselves to be parted 
from it either by the predictions of the prophets, or the testi- 
monies of the evangelists and of the apostles of Christ, which 
most plainly contradicted that notion. Against the predic- 
tions of the prophets, which declare the divine glory and 
majesty of the Messiah, they shut their eyes and stopped 
their ears. With the Jews, by an absurd ® interpretation, 
they destroyed the force of* the prophetic statement of a 
Virgin’s bearing [a Son] *. And with regard to the Scriptures 
of the New Testament, they received only the Gospel of 
St. Matthew, rejecting the other three ; especially that of 
St. John, because he both at the very commencement of his 
Gospel, professedly and in the most express terms, declares 
the eternal Godhead of our Lord, and also in other passages 
throughout records sayings by which Christ Himself asserted 


mporboKGpev yevhoeoOa, Kal tov ‘HAlay exdreyfivar els Xpiordv.—p. 291. 67. 
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not by human teachers, point to the Ebionites. 179 


before the Jews His own divine Majesty. Further, also, they omar. yn. 
mutilated the Gospel of St. Matthew itself. For cutting off 55%: 
the first chapter, they began with what took place in the time 

of Herod and Caiaphas the high-priest ; of course! because ' scilicet. 
that chapter contained a most express testimony of Christ’s 

birth of the Virgin. Whatever, indeed, in the writings of 

the New Testament was plainly repugnant to their dogmas, 

which they had drawn out of the puddles? of the old Rabbis, * lacunis. 
this in every instance they hesitated not utterly to reject 

and repudiate. I know not whether it were not the very 

_ shameless impiety of these men that Ignatius also glanced 

at, when, in his Epistle to the Philadelphians, (in which he 
certainly expressly notices the heretics who at that time were 
labouring to introduce Judaism into the Churches of the 
Gentiles,) he thus writes‘; “I have heard some say, Unless 

I find it in the ancients, I believe it not in the Gospel: and 

on my saying to them, It is written ; they answered me with, 

It is nought, (or, It was laid down before*.)” Here, as I 3 mpdicerrat, 
suppose, “the ancients” are the p27p, Rabbis, or masters Pe. 
and doctors of the Hebrews, who flourished some years before 208] 
the coming of our Lord; and whose traditions‘ and doctrines® ¢ mapadé- 
were regarded as oracles by the Jews and those who shared 3 “Bibde- 
in their madness. The translator has rendered mpéxevras, #7 
prejacet ; but I do not at all see what that can mean here. 
Certainly the Greeks frequently used the verb mpoxeta@ax to 
signify, to be flung °, or thrown away", or rejected *, as a thing « projici. 
of no worth or value. So that the meaning of Ignatius seems ; eek 
here to be, that the persons of whom he is speaking were not 
ashamed to avow openly, that they would only believe the 

Gospel so far forth as it agreed with the traditions of those 
ancient teachers ; and when he refuted the doctrines which 

they had had handed down from these masters, out of the 
writings of the New Testament which were received by the 
Church, they replied that they threw aside and rejected 

those Scriptures, as of no authority. In this sense, indeed, 

the pseudo-Ignatius seems to have understood the word zpo- 

xevtat, for he adds to this passage the following as a sort of 


£ jovod Tivwy AeysvTav, Bri edy un —-yeypamrat, amexplOnody jor, Ere TpdKel- 
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180 The Ebionites did not submit to the authority of the N. T. 


commentary of his own!; “It is hard to kick against the 
pricks, hard to disbelieve Christ, hard to reject the preaching 
of the Apostles.’ IIpéxecras may, however, in another and an 
exactly opposite meaning, be referred to the opinion main- 
tained by these heretics in opposition to the Scriptures 
which Ignatius quoted. For the verb xe?o@ay sometimes 
signifies to be laid down as an axiom, that is, in other 
words, to be determined, established, and defined ; whence 
positions themselves are called ra xeyéva. In this sense 
mpoxeic Oat is to be previously or beforehand laid down, 
determined and defined; and in that way the meaning will 
be, that when Ignatius argued against them out of the writ- 
ings of the New Testament, the heretics replied, that their 
opinion had been determined and established previously, 
(before, that is, those Scriptures were sent forth,) to wit, by 
the ancients’. In either way there is manifestly indicated 
the same foolish veneration of the ancients, the same profane 
contempt of the evangelical Scriptures on the part of these 
men. This however by the way: I proceed with my subject. 
These Ebionites, further, to defend their other dogma of the 
perpetual and universal obligation of the ceremonial law of 
Moses, rejected all the Epistles of S. Paul *, calling him an 
apostate from the law. What then? were not these men, 
after all, heretics, and regarded by Justin as heretics? Did 
the Church in the time of Justin, or even Justin himself, hold 
communion with them ? 


Credat Judzeus Apella ; 
Non ego. ; 

Nay indeed, Justin could not, if he wished, have held com- 
munion with the Ebionites; since they refused to hold 
communion with Christians from the Gentiles, and were on 
that account also rejected by Justin as heretics, as is clear 
from the passage of Justin, which we quoted before in this 
chapter |. 

10. It has now, I think, been sufficiently, and more than 
sufficiently proved, that the passage of Justin, cited by Epi- 
scopius and the Remonstrants, was altogether in vain alleged by 


i oKAnpdy 7d mds Kévtpa Aakrlfew, * See Irenseus and Epiphanius wbi 
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Justin’s statements on the necessity of a right belief. 181 


them to prove, that the Church in the times of Justin held 
communion with those who denied the divinity of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. For from what we have said, it is most evident 
that the dogmatisers, whom Justin mentions in this passage, 
denied both the divinity of Christ and His birth of a virgin ; 
and, in order to maintain their views, deemed it necessary to 
reject, and further did in fact impiously and impudently reject, 
the most holy Gospels of Christ, which were received by the 
Catholic Church, and were daily read in its holy assemblies ; 
that is, it was none other than the Ebionites that were meant 
by Justin; who were rejected even by the other Christians of 
the circumcision, the Nazarenes, and neither could, nor indeed 
were desirous to be admitted to the communion of any 
Church of the Gentiles. 

11. But to crown the whole, I will add some passages 
taken from this very Dialogue. with Trypho, from which we 
may easily understand further, what was Justin’s own view 
respecting the necessity of believing the article of our Lord’s 
divinity, and also respecting the Ebionites and others who 
denied that article. And, first of all, let us again refer to 
that passage, which I have already pointed out more than 
once for another purpose, and which may be found in p. 264”, 
wherein he says, that the belief of such as are saved under 
the gospel concerning Christ is that, by which “ they acknow- 
ledge this Christ to be the Son of God, who was in being 
before the morning star and the moon, and endured to be 
incarnate, and born through this Virgin, who was of the 
lineage of David ; that by this dispensation the serpent, which 
wrought evil from the beginning, and the angels who had 
been made like unto him, might be utterly subdued,” &c. 
From this it is easy to gather, that Justin certainly did not 
regard as Christian faith (that is, such faith about the Person 
of Christ as is sufficient for salvation under the Gospel), the 
faith of those who believed in a Christ or Son of God, such 
as had no existence before [His birth of] Mary, and who, 
further, was not born from Mary a Virgin, but from the 
union of Joseph and Mary. At any rate it will be evident 
to any one who reads through the passage entire, that Justin 
is there giving that part: of the creed, or rule of faith, which 

m [§ 45, p. 141. quoted above, ch. ii. § 14. p. 46.] 
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jupaunyn relates to the Son of God, and to the dispensation which He 


Qmmorig undertook, as it was already in his own time received in the 
cuvrot. Church; the gainsayers of which, therefore, could not but be 





(20) regarded as apostates from the rule [of faith], that is, as 
heretics, by the Church, and consequently by Justin, who 
firmly clave to the Church. This will appear still more 
clearly from another passage of Justin, which occurs in the 
same Dialogue, p. 253", where he seems to be giving us a 
kind of brief summary of the whole work which he had com- 
posed in opposition to all heresies. “There are, then,” he 
says, “and have been many, who having come in the name 
of Jesus, have taught atheistical and blasphemous tenets and 
practices; and are [designated] by us from the name of those 
men, from whom severally each doctrine and opinion origi- 
nated. For some of these in one way, and others in another, 
teach men to blaspheme against the Creator of the universe, 
and the Christ, who was by Him foretold to be about to 
come, and the God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob; 
with no one of whom do we hold communion, for we know 
them to be atheistical and impious and unjust and licen- 

[212] tious, only confessing Jesus in name, instead of worshipping 


1 oésev, and adoring’ Him. They call themselves Christians too, in 
mre the same manner as the heathen inscribe the name of God 
rent. 


on the works of their own hands, and communicate in licen- 
? rederais. tious and godless rites’. Now of these some are called 
Marcionites, and others Valentinians; some again Basilidians, 

and others Saturnilians; and others by other names, each of 

77 them being designated after the originator of its doctrine.” 
In this passage, Justin is manifestly treating of all heretics 
whatever, who had, either in his own age or before, caused 
trouble to the Church of Christ; of these he mentions a few 
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only by name ; but he adds that there were others also, known omar. vii. 
by other names, each sect having derived its name from _§ 1: 
its own leader ; the Carpocratians, for instance, from Carpo- 
crates, the Cerinthians from Cerinthus, the Ebionites from 
Ebion, and several others. Now all these heretics, in some 

way or other, blasphemed by their teaching either God the 
Father, or God the Son, or both; “Some of them,” says 
Justin, “in one way, and others in another, teach men to 
blaspheme against the Creator of the universe, and the 
Christ, who was by Him foretold to be about to come, and 

the God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob.” And 

here it is to be especially observed, that the same Being 

is called the Christ and the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and 

of Jacob, even He who was foretold by the Creator of the 
universe as about to come, that is, the Son of God. For 

first, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, is here 
manifestly distinguished from the Creator of the universe, 

i.e. God the Father. And in the next place, it is very well 
known, that Justin throughout this Dialogue teaches, and 
further earnestly contends, that it was the Christ or Son of 

God who appeared to Moses in the burning bush, and called 
Himself the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob. Now',! Age jam. 
were the Ebionites in no wise blasphemers of Christ, the God 

of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, when they absolutely denied 

that Christ was the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob? when [213] 
they taught that He had no existence at all before Abraham, 

nay, before [His birth of ] Mary? when they even presumed 

to say and affirm that He was a mere man born of the union 

of Joseph and Mary? Moreover, Justin here says, that the 
heretics dvr) rod Tov "Incodv oéPew, “instead of worshipping 

(or adoring) Him, only confessed Jesus in name.” Are not 

these words also aimed at the Ebionites? Surely they are ; 

for of what worship or adoration is it that Justin is speaking? 
Without doubt, of that worship, which in this Dialogue he 
contends to be due to Jesus Christ: in which [Dialogue] he 

is intent on proving that our Lord is “both an object of 
worship and is God” («al mpooxuvnrov kai @cdv)°. He is 
speaking, without doubt, of that worship which all the 
Catholic Christians of his time paid to Christ, who glorified 
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and adored Him as God together with the Father and the 
Holy Ghost, in their hymns and doxologies, as he himself 
testifies in the Apology, which is called the Second?, on 
which passage see by all means what we have said in the 
Defence of the Nicene Creed, ii. 4. 8. [p. 148.] Now did 
the Ebionites pay, or could the Ebionites have paid a worship 
of this nature to Christ? Surely not. It is certain, there- 
fore, that in the list of the heretics with whom the Church 
had no communion, and whom the Church rejected as impious 
and utterly unworthy of the sacred name of Christians, Justin 
included the Ebionites also, and all others who with them 
impugned the doctrine of the Divine Nature’ of our Saviour. 
12. To these, if you wish, you may add a third passage, 
which you will meet with in the same Dialogue, p. 2744, where 
Justin, on being again challenged by Trypho to do so, proceeds 
to shew at length that in the Old Testament there is set forth 
throughout by the prophetic Spirit [One that is] God, and 
true God too, not improperly so called, who is yet personally 
distinct from God the Father of the universe; altogether 
understanding this to be Jesus Christ, in whom we believe ; 
and he engages moreover to adduce such proofs of this from 
the Law and the Prophets, “as none should be able to gain- 
say” (mpds ds “vreureiv pév ovdels Suvnoetar). Concerning 
the proofs which he meant to adduce, he then proceeds to 
make the following remarks*; “ But they will seem strange 
to you, although read by you every day; so that even from | 
this circumstance you may understand, that for your wicked- 
ness God hath hidden from you the power of perceiving the 
wisdom which is in His words, except some? to whom, 
according the grace of His compassion, He hath left a seed 
unto salvation *, as Isaiah saith, that your race also might not 
utterly perish like that of Sodom and Gomorrah.” Here; as 
every one must see, by those “some,” who were the only ones 
of the Jewish nation left by God as a seed unto salvation, are 
meant the Jews who believed in Christ and embraced His 
e (G80, p60) las seven cn eek See eg ea 
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doctrine. But with respect to these, Justin clearly enough cmap. vu. 
intimates, that they all understood “the wisdom,” or mystery, ald 
- which was contained in the ancient Scriptures, concerning 

Christ [as] the Son of God, and also’ God: that those there- ! adeoque. 
fore of the Jewish nation, who, whilst professing to believe 
in Christ, had not yet discovered that wisdom, either in the [215] 
writings of the prophets or even in the mid-day light of the 
Gospel, namely, the Ebionites, he certainly did not regard as 
belonging to the seed which God had reserved unto salvation, 
i.e. true believers or Christians, but rather deemed them fit 
to be classed among the reprobate Jews, who were blinded 
by the just judgment of God. Compare what we have 
observed above * on the ancient Nazarenes, or Christians of 
the circumcision at Jerusalem; for that throws light on this 
passage of Justin, and is in turn illustrated by it. 


= Chap. ii. §§ 9, 11—165. 
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gupamzxt 1, WHEN I had almost completed the foregoing observations 


OF THE 


carmoue on this celebrated passage of Justin, I obtained the second 


CHURCH. 


[216] 


1 certa 
fide. 


volume of M. Simon Episcopius’ Theological Works; in 
which I found a new edition of his Reply to the Specimen 
of Calumnies, taken from the Apology of the Remonstrants. 
Now in this Reply * the Remonstrant party contend by many 
arguments, that from the passage in question it is clear 
“that the ancient and primitive Church of the Christians 
held communion with such as believed and professed that 
Jesus Christ was nothing else than a mere man, in other 
words, a human being [born] of human [parents], and made 
the Christ by election.” Some of their arguments they boast 
of as being “ most evident ;’ whilst others they put forward 
as being only “very probable.” With respect to their argu- 
ments of the first kind, what I have already said will have 
made it plain to every unprejudiced person, that so far from 
being ‘‘ most evident,” they do not even deserve to be con- 
sidered as “very probable.” However, we will briefly and 
concisely run through these most evident arguments of 
Episcopius and the Remonstrants. 

2. First, “ Justin,” says Episcopius, “ expressly affirms that 
it is possible for a person to demonstrate on solid grounds 
that Jesus is the Christ of God, in other words, the promised 
Messiah, although he should not be able to demonstrate, 
that Christ preexisted as the Son of God. Justin, there- 
fore, believed that Christ might be held to be the Messiah 
and worshipped with sure faith *, even though He were denied 
to be the eternal Son of God.” But to this argument we 
have given a full and clear answer in vii. 4, 5, [page 166,) 


* Oper. Episcopii, vol. ii. part 2. pp. 295, 296. 
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to which I refer the reader. The source, no doubt, of this 
error in the case of Episcopius and the Remonstrants, was 
their not observing, that, in the passage before us, Justin is 
arguing not on his own principles, or from the true state of 
the case, but on the hypothesis of the Jews, with whom he is 
disputing: although scarcely anything can be more clear 
than that such was the fact. Secondly, “ Justin,” continues 
Episcopius, “ affirms, that if a person believes that Christ is 
only a man born of human parents, and made the Christ by 
election, he would only slip through error, and would not be 
denying that He was the very Christ. Therefore, he believed 
that this error was such as was compatible with that faith, 
whereby Christ is, notwithstanding, believed to be the 
Messiah, on which he supposes Christianity to hinge.” My 
reply to this is, that the antecedent is palpably false. For 
Justin does not affirm what Episcopius says that he affirms, 
The words of Justin, in which Episcopius dreamt that his 
premiss was contained, are the following”; “Even though 
I should not prove that He” (that is, our Saviour) “both had 
a prior existence, and endured to be born as man, liable to 
the same sufferings as ourselves, and possessing flesh accord- 
ing to the Father’s will and pleasure, it would be fair to say 
only that I was mistaken in this particular” (that is, in my 
having affirmed that He preexisted and was born man of a 
virgin); ‘but [it would] not [be fair]” (that is, in you, 
Trypho, a Jew, who expect no other Christ or Messiah than 
one who is a4 mere man, born of a human father and 
mother) “ [on that account] to deny that this is the Christ” 
(év TovT@ mwerAavicOai we povov déyew Sixatov, ard U1} 
apvetoOat rv ovT6s éotw 6 Xpioros). But see again what 
has been advanced in our seventh chapter, §§ 4 and 5. 
Thirdly, Episcopius proceeds to argue further from this 
passage of Justin, to this effect ;.“ Justin affirms, that if 
this only could be proved, that Jesus is the Christ or Mes- 
siah, that alone might be, and ought to be, enough for 
a Jew, even though he should not know, or should deny, 
or be unable to prove, that Jesus preexisted as the Son of 
God, and should accordingly affirm, that He is nothing 
more than a mere man.” But what the learned writer 
b [See the Greek, cited above, p. 164.] 
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meant by this, I can scarcely discover. Did he mean that 
Justin affirms, that if this only were proved to the Jew, 
or assented to by him, that Jesus is the Christ or Messiah, 
this could be sufficient for his salvation, even if he were 
ignorant, or denied, that Jesus preexisted as the Son of God, 
and accordingly alleged, that he was only a mere man, born 
of human parents? Certainly he must either have meant 
this, or he has said nothing to the point. But where, I ask, 
has Justin affirmed this? Nay, if such had been his opinion, 
it would indeed have been to no purpose that he laboured 
and toiled so earnestly in this Dialogue, and collected toge- 
ther arguments from every part of the Scriptures of the Old 
Testament, to prove to the Jews, and convince them, that it 


was foretold of the Christ, or Messiah, that He should be 


God, and be born man ofa virgin. In vain does he so often 
and so sharply rebuke and upbraid the Jews for their refusal 
to believe and acknowledge this doctrine, [in vain] does he 
charge them with the height of obstinacy, and even go so 
far as, occasionally, to deplore and lament over them as 
forsaken of God, and blinded by His righteous judgment. 
For, as is plain, he did not act sincerely in so doing, because, 
if we are to believe Episcopius, his real opinion all the while 
was, that it was not at all necessary for the Jews to believe 
these doctrines ; it was sufficient for their salvation, if they 
allowed that Jesus was in any sense the Christ or Messiah. 
Would it not then have been better for him to have been 
quite silent about these mysteries,—lest, by unseasonably 
urging on them a truth that was not necessary, he should 
repel them from the belief which was really indispensable ? 
But why need I dwell on this? I have already evidently 
proved, that Justin, together with the Catholic Church of his 
time, regarded as heretics, and aliens from the true and 
saving knowledge and faith of Christ, those from among the 
Jews who confessed Jesus to be the Christ, but yet denied 
His preexistence before the worlds and His birth of a virgin, 
that is to say, the Ebionites. The Remonstrants next insist 
on these words of Justin, “For there are certain of our 
race,” &c. To this, however, we have already given a clear 
reply in vii. 6. [page 171.] Such, then, after all are the 
arguments which Episcopius and the Remonstrants have put 
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forth as “most evident.” With what judgment, and with appzyorx 
what good faith, the impartial reader may decide. a 52, ae 
3. Let us now proceed to consider the arguments which 

are advanced by Episcopius as “very probable ;” of most of 

them I confess that I should never have even dreamt, unless 

he had suggested them. He urges, first ; “That those words of 
Justin, ‘nor would most people say so, who are of the same 
opinion as myself,’ evidently shew, that in the very community 

to which Justin belonged, there were a few who were of that 
opinion. For he did not say, none would say so of those 

who are of the same opinion as myself, (in contradistinction 

to the other heretical sects, the Marcionites, Valentinians, &c., 

whom he constantly distinguishes from his own party,) but [219] 
avery few only.’ Here you have an argument of this kind ; 
—Justin’s words, “ nor would very many say so, who are of 

the same opinion as myself,” shew that, in that very commu- 

nity to which Justin belonged, there were some (though only 

a few) whose- views were such as that they believed, that 
Christ was merely a man born of human parents; therefore 

the Church in the time of Justin held communion with those 

who regarded Christ asa mere man. The conclusion, I admit, 

is clearer than the sun. But as for the premises, who, unless 
assisted by the spectacles of Episcopius, would discover them 

in the words of Justin? The words of Justin are these ; ois 

od cuvtidewar ovd av TrAKoTOL TATA po So€dcavtes elroer. 

This Episcopius construes, as having a partitive signification, 

thus; “Nor would most’ of those, who are of the same! plerique. 
opinion as myself, say so°;” altogether incorrectly however ; 

for if Justin had meant this, he would have said, ovo’ dv m)éi- 

oto THY, OF x TAY, OF amd THY TavTa wor SofacdvTaV elToLer. 
Besides, the tavra poe So€acavtes, (“who are of the same 
opinion as myself,”) here are evidently those who thought as 
‘Justin did concerning Christ ; namely, that He both preexisted 

before the worlds, and was made man of a virgin; and of 

these not one certainly would say that Christ was only a man 

born of human parents. This, I aver, is clear from the answer 

which Trypho makes immediately afterwards‘; “It appears 

to me,” says he, “ that those who hold that He was a man, and 


e (Thus both Episcopius and Bull _ see the note on vii. 2. (p. 164.)] 
mistranslated this passage—B. But 4 [See the Greek above, p. 177.] 
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supament was anointed and made the Christ by election, say what is 
canvorza more credible than those of you do, who say those things 
cuurcu. that thou sayest” (trav Taita arep dis Aeyovtav). Here, 
without doubt, of tadra dmep dijs Aéyovres, ‘those who say 

those things that thou sayest,” are the same as those whom 

Justin designates tadrd pos So€acavtes, “ [those] who are of 

the same opinion as myself.” Now, [those whom Trypho 
referred to as] of raita amep ys déyovtes, “those who say 

those things that thou sayest,” are indisputably those who 

[220] agreed with Justin in saying, that Christ both preexisted as 
God, and was born as man of a virgin; to whose opinion 
Trypho opposes and prefers the opinion of those who “ held, 

that He was a man, and was anointed and made the 

Christ by election.” It is therefore evident that the words 

[of Justin], tatra poe Soacavres, “who are of the same 

éinynte opinion as myself,’ are added by way of explanation’, 
as and that the dé¢ioro., “ most,” is opposed to the twés, 
“some,” of the preceding clause: so that Justin’s words 

should be explained in the following manner: “ For there 

are some, Trypho, of our race (or rather of your nation), 

who, while they acknowledge Jesus to be the Christ, still 

affirm that He is only a man born of human parents. With 

these I do not agree; nor indeed would the great majority of 

81 ° Christians say so, forasmuch as they entertain the same belief 
on these points as I do myself.”” Who now would conclude 

from this, as Episcopius does, that there were some in the 

_ same community of Christians to which Justin was attached, 

who were of opinion, that Jesus was a mere man? And to 

this you may add the observation, which I have already made, 

that it would have been impossible for heterodox persons, of 

whom Justin is speaking, to have had a place in the assembly 

or communion of any Catholic Church; inasmuch as they 

denied not only our Lord’s divinity, but even His nativity, as 

man, of a virgin; and in order to support both their hypo- 

theses, they simply rejected the Gospels, which the Catholic 
‘Church received, and read in its sacred assemblies. Nay, they 

who openly denied our Lord’s divinity in Justin’s time, could 

ae not have taken part’ in the sacred services of the Catholics 
* without a palpable mockery of the Christian worship. For in 

the Liturgies of the Catholic Church, as early as Justin’s age, 


1 
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and even from the beginning, our Saviour was worshipped appanprx 
and glorified as God. With respect to his own times, Justin wnt e8 
is himself a witness, as we have seen already [p. 184]. And ———— 
before Justin, Pliny, in his Epistles, book x. epist. xevii. [221] 
addressed to Trajan, reports the following from the confession 
of apostate Christians ; “They affirmed that this was the 
sum and substance of their crime or error, that they were 
accustomed to assemble before daylight on a stated day, and 
to sing together one with another! a hymn in honour of: dicere 
Christ, as God.”? These hymns were appealed to, in Opposi- eA in- 
_ tion to Artemon, when he impudently rejected as a novelty 
the Church’s doctrine of our Saviour’s divinity, by a Catholic 
writer, cited in Eusebius, Eccl. Hist. v. 28; warpol 8& 8c00 
kal @dai adehdav am adpyjs bd TisTHv ypaheicas Tov Aéyov 
Tov Ocot tov Xprorov vuvovat Oeoroyodvtes. “ Such psalms 
and hymns of the brethren, as have been written from the 
beginning by the faithful, celebrate Christ the Word of God, 
speaking of Him as God.” So plain, indeed, and express 
was the acknowledgment of the divinity of Christ our Lord 
in these hymns, that Paul of Samosata could not bear them 
on that account, and actually endeavoured to put them out’? climi- 
of the Churches that were subject to his jurisdiction, as the “”"* 
fathers of Antioch assert in their Synodical Epistle in Euse- 
bius, Eccl. Hist. vii. 30. 

4. The second of these arguments, which Episcopius judged 
to be very probable, is to this effect ; “ The words, ‘ of our 
race,’ seem to intimate a closer relation and communion of 
faith, than one which only goes so far as the name and 
external profession of Christianity. For of these very per- 
sons, whom Justin designates as of his own race, he affirms, 
that they do not deny Him to be the Christ, or that it does 
not follow from their opinion, that Jesus is not the Christ.” 
But this argument is made up of two, which we have already 
refuted separately. Respecting the words, “of our race,” 
see again vii. 6. [p. 171.] And as for the reason, which 
Episcopius subjoins, we have also, in vii. 4, 5, and again [222] 
in this Appendix, § 2, shewn it to be a gross delusion of 
his own. 

5. Then comes the third argument: “In the next place, 
it ought not,” he says, “to appear very strange, that Justin 
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192 Justin considered Socrates, &c. Christians ; answered ; 


accounted those who held Christ to be a mere man, to be mem- 
bers of his Church; seeing that he accounted even Socrates 
and Heraclitus to be Christians, who lived with Christ, the first- 
begotten of God: as Scultetus himself expressly states, out 
of Justin, in his analysis of the Apology for the Christians, 
presented to Antoninus Pius the emperor, (that is, Justin’s 
work.)” A strange argument indeed, foreign to the subject, 
and very far-fetched! But I reply: In what I have written 
above, I have clearly shewn, that they who out of those that 
professed the Christian name, did not hold and worship Christ 
as the true God, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, 
were placed by Justin in the number of impious heretics, with 
whom neither he himself, nor the Catholic Church of Christ, 
had any communion. And with respect to those heterodox 
persons, who are alluded to in the passage in question, I 
have already made it clear, that they were, on more than one 
ground, regarded as heretics by Justin and all Catholics. So 
that were that true, which Episcopius adduces out of Scul- 
tetus, that Justin regarded Socrates and Heraclitus as true 
Christians, all that will follow from it is, that the holy man 
entertained a better opinion of Socrates and Heraclitus than 
he did of those heretics. And it ought not to seem very 
strange, if Justin thought and hoped better things of heathens, 
who, destitute of divine revelation, worshipped one God the 
Creator of all things, according to the small measure of their 
light and knowledge, and followed after virtue (as he thought 
Socrates and Heraclitus had done), than of those who, though 
they boasted of being Christians, impiously and shamelessly 
rejected the very first principles of their religion, most clearly 
handed down by Christ Himself and His Apostles, [a religion] 
divinely revealed, and abundantly confirmed by so many and 
so great miracles, on the ground, forsooth, that they could 
not with their own shallow brain’ comprehend the modes 
and reasons of them. 

But when Justin, in what is called his Second Apologys, 
calls Socrates and Heraclitus Christians, he does not mean 
that they were such in an absolute and perfect sense, but in 
part only, so far, that is, as, following the guidance of right 
reason, they despised the idols of the heathen, and acknow- 


° P. 83. [Apol. i. § 10. p. 95.] 
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ledged and worshipped one God the Father of all, as did the 
Christians ; and, moreover, both taught in their writings and, 
to a certain extent, set forth in their conduct many principles, 
bearing on moral virtue, which were excellent and agreeable 
to the Christian religion. For it is a doctrine of Justin, that 
the reason, which is inherent in every man, is as it were 
“a seed” (omépua) and “a portion” (mépos) of “the Divine 
Word” or “ Reason” (rod Gelov Aoyov), that is, of Christ, 
whom he therefore designates “the whole Reason” (Tov 
mdvra oyov) ; and, consequently, that the Gentile philoso- 
phers, who before the coming of Christ conformed their 
doctrines and their conduct to the rule of the reason that 
was implanted in them, were so far Christians ; although those 
alone are Christians in an absolute sense, who are taught, 
and who embrace, that divine appointment and system of 
teaching of the whole Reason, that is, of Christ Himself, 
which is delivered in the Gospel, and is certainly far more 
excellent than any human philosophy. This Justin in part 
intimates in that very passage of the Second Apology which 
Scultetus referred to, wherein he thus writes! ; “We have been 
taught, that Christ is the First-begotten of God, and we have 
before shewn that He is the Word, or Reason, of which all 
the race of man participates; and they who have lived with! 
Reason are Christians,” &c. But Justin unfolds his meaning 
more fully in the Apology which is placed first in the 
common editions?; where, speaking of certain philosophers 
among the Gentiles, who incurred the hatred of their country- 
men because they delivered some noble precepts on morals, 
“ through the seed of the Word, or Reason, which is im- 
planted in the whole race of man” (da 70 enpurov TavTl 
yéver avOperrav omépya Tod AOyov), and adducing the exam- 
ples, of Heraclitus again, and also of one Musonius, who 
flourished in his own times, he immediately adds"; “ For, as 
we have intimated, all those who in any way whatever are 
studious to live according to Reason, and to avoid moral evil, 
the demons have always striven to make objects of hatred. 
s P. 46. [Apol. ii. 8. p. 94.] 


Gs yap éeonudvamer, mdvTas Tovs 
Kav dmwadimote kata Adyov Bioiy arou- 
ddafovtus Kal Kaklay pevyew, piceiobat 

ded evepynoar of daluoves. ovdty 5é Bav- 
pacroy, et rods [uy] Kata oreppariKoD 


O 


£ dy Xpitov mpwrdtoKoy Tod cud 
elvar edi5dxOnuer, Kar mpoeunvioopey 
Adyov svta, ov may ‘"yEvos dvOpdrmey 
peréoxe’ kal vf peta Adyou Buscayres, 
Xpiotiavoi ciot, «.A. —[Apol. i. 46. 
p. 71.] 
BULL.— J. 0. 0. 


APPENDIX 
TO CHAP, 
vir. § 5, 


[224] 


1 werd, 


JUDGMENT 
OF THE: 
CATHOLIC 
CHURCH. 


1 omepmart- 

100 AGyou 

pepos. 
[225] 





2 native. 


bs f. 
3 TravTax6- 
Gey. 


[226] 


_alone, who instruct you! through Divine inspiration.” 


194 The need of external Divine Revelation. 


And it is not at all to be wondered at, if the demons, being 
convicted [by them], exert themselves much more that they 
may be hated who [frame their lives]', (not) according to a 
portion of the implanted reason’, but according to the know- 
ledge and contemplation/ of the whole Reason, that is, Christ.” 
Here you see in what sense Justin called Heraclitus, and 
such as were like him, Christians,—namely, inasmuch AS THEY 
FRAMED THEIR LIVES ACCORDING TO. A PORTION.OF THE IM- 
PLANTED REASON, AND IN ANY WAY WHATEVER LIVED ACCORDING 
TO REASON, AND WERE STUDIOUS TO AVOID MORAL EVIL; whom 
on this account he severs by a very wide interval from real 
Christians, WHO LIVE ACCORDING TO THE KNOWLEDGE AND CON- 
TEMPLATION OF THE WHOLE REASON AND WORD, THAT Is, 
Curist. “But if any one supposes that Justin thought. that 
man can by the sole power of his inborn? reason attain to 
such a knowledge of God, as is sufficient to obtain eternal life 
and happiness in heaven, let him hear what he says for 
himself in his Hortatory Address to the Gentiles, which ends 
with these words‘; “ From every consideration®, therefore, 
we must. know that by no other means is it possible to learn 
respecting God, or right religion, than from the prophets 
He 
likewise says in express terms, in the Epistle to Diognetus™; 
“No one of men has either’seen or come to know [God] ; 
but He has Himself revealed Himself; and He has revealed 
Himself through faith, to which alone it has been granted 
to see God.” ; ' 
6. I come now to the fourth and last argument of Episco- 
pius, which is to this effect; “If any one,” he says, “ care- 
fully reads the writings of Justin, and especially, -that 


Adyou Mépos, CAAA Kata Thy Tov TayTos , isnotinthe MSS., has been inserted. 1 
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i The learned author in a marginal 
note suggested that Biody omovddfov- 
ras is to be supplied here from what 
preceded, after Sylburg’s note on the 
passage. On this, however, see my 
observation. on this passage of J ustin 
in p.20 of the most recent Oxford 
edition, num, 2.—Grase, 

j [The negative [u2)], which is al- 
lowed to be necessary to the sense, but 
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Dialogue which is entitled Trypho, will see that Justin does arpunprx 
indeed acknowledge Christ to be God and Lord, but through- yy, * 5, 6 
out denies that He is the Creator of the universe, and further ———— 
asserts Him to be another than the Creator of the universe, 

distinct and different from Him, not only in person, but in 83 
nature, although not in will'. This being the case, it obvi- ! yup. 
ously ought not to seem strange if he reckoned ‘of his own 

race’ [or class] those who believed that He had no existence 

prior to all other things, nor was created and made in the 
beginning, but was begotten and born, in time, of human 
parents. For there is not so huge a difference between’ those 
opinions, as that a schism should be made on account of 

them. For on both sides Christ is held to be a created 

being, and the question is simply about the time, when He 

began to exist.” My answer to all this is, Wonderful disco- 

very’! what is the meaning of the words; “ Justin through- ? Pape! 
out denies that Christ is the Creator of the universe”? Did 
Hpiscopius mean by these words, that Justin denies that all 

created things were brought into being out of nothing by 

Christ, that isto say, by the only-begotten Son of God, who 

was in being before all ages, who after His incarnation 
received the name of Christ? But this is utterly untrue. 

For Justin, on the contrary, throughout ascribes the creation 

of all things to the Son of God, as a work common to Him 
with-God the Father. Thus, for instance, in the Apology 

which in the editions is called the First, after speaking of 

God the Father, he subjoins the following words respecting 

the Son"; “ But His Son, who alone is properly*® called Son, ° «vpiws. 
the Word who before all created things both was in being [227] 
with Him and was begotten of Him, when in the beginning 
He created and set in order all things through Him,” &c. 
In like manner, in his Dialogue with Trypho®, he says ; 
“ But this Offspring, which was really and indeed* put forth 
by the Father, was in being with the Father before all the 
creatures, and with Him the Father holds converse,” that 
is to.say, in those words which he had quoted a little before, 
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196 Justin does not distinguish the Son from the Father in nature. 


“ Let Us make man,” &c. In the Epistle to Diognetus also”, 
he teaches that the Son of God is not “ an inferior minister” 
(sanpérnv twa), “but the very Framer and Creator of the 
universe Himself” (aA avrov tov Texvirny Kat Snucoupyov 
Tov drov). Did then Episcopius take the [words], “ the 
Creator of the universe,” in a personal sense, as they say, in 
so far forth as “the Creator of the universe” is a title of 
God the Father, in that He is “ the fountain of Godhead’,’’ 
and indeed of all the divine operations? If this were his 
meaning, we allow that Justin denies (as also the Catholic 
Church has always denied) that Christ is God the Father. This 
dogma has been condemned by the Church in each several age, 
in the case of heretics of divers names. But Episcopius goes 
on to add, that. Justin throughout asserts that Christ. (that is, 
in His more excellent nature, in which He. existed before the. 
worlds) is another than the Creator of the universe, 7.e. than 
God the Father, and is distinct and different from Him, not 
in person only, but also in nature, and consequently is 
nothing more than a mere creature. Certainly, he who 
seriously ascribes this heresy to Justin cannot be supposed 
to have ever accurately read the writings of this excellent 
father. For Justin is so far from asserting throughout that 
Christ is different from God the Father in nature, and so a 
mere created being, that I am quite sure that no single 
passage can be produced out of his writings in. which he 
makes such an assertion. On the contrary, in the passages 
which have just been quoted from the First Apology and 
from the Dialogue with Trypho, he manifestly distinguishes 
the Word, or Son of God, as being [the Son of God] properly 
so called, that is to say, the true and natural Son of God, 
from the creatures and all things that have been made by 
God, and ascribes to the former an existence coeternal with 
God the Father. And in the passage which has been 
adduced from the Epistle to Diognetus, he expressly denies 
that the Son of God is “an inferior minister” (vanpérnv), 
that is to say, a created being, But in what sense Justin has 
in other passages, with’ other primitive fathers, designated 
the Son of God as the-danpérns, or minister,” of God the 
Father, and further has attributed to Him an economy by no 
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_ means suited to the majesty of God the Father ; namely, that appenorx 
whereby He frequently, from the beginning of the world, ree _ 
came down on earth, and in a visible shape held converse naa 
with holy men, we have fully explained in our Defence of 
the Nicene Creed, iv. 2. 2. [p.572,] and also in chap. 3. 
§ 4, 5. [p.598.] Further, in the same Epistle to Diognetus4, 
the Son of God is called by Justin, 6 del, onmeEpov vios AoyLo- 
Geis, “the Ever-existing, who to-day is accounted a Son.” 
In like manner, in his Hortatory Address" to the Gentiles, 
Justin observes, that the Angel, who appeared to Moses in the 
bush, and whom he always maintains to have been the Son 
of God, called Himself tov dvra, “He that is';’? and then ' the 
expressly remarks that such a designation “suits the ever- °!4™" 
existing God” (76 del dvTt @ed mpoanxew). Surely, the man 
who thus wrote never dreamt of the Son of God as a created 
being. 

7. Lastly, the holy martyr throughout asserts the consub- 
stantiality of the Son, although he nowhere uses the very 
word [in speaking] of the Son of God; affirming that He is 
the true, real, and genuine Son of God, begotten of the very 
substance of the Father; and that He on that account is very 
God Himself’, together with God the Father, as I have clearly ? Deus 
shown in the Defence of the Nicene Creed, ii. 4. I will here ’? par 
recall, briefly and in a. few words, two passages only, which eet 
were in that work drawn out more at length; from which it 
will become clearer than noonday, in what sense Justin asserted 
that the Son of God was another than God the Father. The 
former passage you find in the First Apology; “For they who 84 
say that the Son is the Father, are convicted of neither knowing 
the Father, nor of being aware that the Father of all things 
has a Son, who, being likewise the first-begotten Word of 
God, is also God.”? Here you observe that Justin teaches 
- that the Son is indeed in such wise another than the Father, 
that He is not the Father Himself, but is a distinct Person 
from Him; but yet is not another than the Father in nature, 
inasmuch as, from the very fact that He is begotten of* God ° ex. 
the Father, and that of the Father’s mind, as His Aéyos, 
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sovamunt (“ Reason,” or “ Word,”) He is Himself also God. For it is 


OF THE 


CATHOLIC 


CHURCH. 


impossible but that the Adyos, the “ Reason,” or “ Word,” of 
the first and eternal mind, that is, of God the Father, should 
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4 2nd, accordingly, the primitive fathers all’ employ this very 
reasoning to establish the true divinity of the Son. But the 
reader will, in passing, observe with me, that from this single 
passage it is clear enough, what Justin’s view was of those who 
taught that Christ was a mere man,—not the first-begotten 
Son of God, who is also Himself God. For he here expressly 
pronounces, that such as deny the Son to be very God, per- 
sonally distinct from God the Father, do not even know God 
the Father, that is, are aliens from true religion and salvation. 
For it is well known that ‘the phrase of “not knowing the 
Father,” both in the Scriptures and in the writings of the 
ancient fathers, has the same meaning as being destitute of 
the saving knowledge of God the Father. In this sense the 
Apostle John (as I have already remarked elsewhere), in 
speaking of heretics of his own time, who denied that Christ 
was the only-begotten Son of God, declares, “ Whosoever 
denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father,” 1 John ii. 
23. In order, however, that the meaning of. Justin in this . 
passage may be more clearly perceived, it is to be noticed 
that in the preceding words Justin had been speaking of the 
Jews, who maintained that He who appeared to Moses at the 
bush in the shape of an angel, and said, “I am that I am,” 
“the God of Abraham,” &c., was not the Son of God, but . 
God the Father Himself. For the Jews refused to acknow- 
ledge and worship any Son of God, who is Himself also God; 
flattermg themselves in this their obstinacy on the ground 
that they religiously worshipped one God the Father, and 
were under no necessity of worshipping any other. These, 
Justin shews, are deservedly convicted, both by the prophetic 
Spirit, that is, of the Old Testament, and by. Christ Himself, 
as not knowing even God the Father. Then he takes occa- 
sion from this, in the passage we have cited, to pass, as it 
seems to me, to -heretical Christians, and by the way notes 
those who taught that the Son of God is God the Father 
Himself, (a heresy in which some were involved in Justin’s 
times, and after Justin’s times Praxeas, Noetus, Sabellius, 
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and others were,) agreeing in this respect with the Jews, that arpmyprx 
they acknowledged no Son of God personally distinct from 87,8 
God the Father, who was begotten of God the Father Hite. a 
self, and so was Himself God. Of these therefore, as weil as 

of the Jews, he declares that they knew not even God the 

Father ; in other words, that, whatever they pretended, they 

were altogether destitute of the saving knowledge of God. 
Unquestionably, after the Gospel of Christ has been preached 

and most fully revealed by the Apostles, no one can now 
worship God the Father duly' and savingly?, unless at the ? rite. 
‘same time he worship and reverence God the Son also. Does eee 
not this passage of Justin, therefore, just as much strike those [231] 
who taught that Christ was nothing more than mere man, | 
or even a mere created being? Certainly it does; for these 
teachers did not, any more than the Jews or the heretics of 

whom we were speaking, acknowledge the Son of God in 
Justin’s sense, ([as one é.e.] who, because He is the Aoyos, 

or first-begotten “ Word” of God, is Himself also God). 

Let it, however, be sufficient to have observed this. point 

briefly in passing. 

8. I proceed to the second passage of Justin, in which he 

treats, apparently of set purpose’, of the distinction of the * veluti ex 
Son of God from God the Father. The passage occurs in eee 
that very Dialogue with Trypho to which Episcopius espe- 

cially appealed. In this place also he is stating the opinion 

of some, who taught that the Son of God-is not a subsisting © 
being, distinct from the Father, but only “ the power which 

is from the Father of all things” (rv Svvauw mapa tod 
Ilatpos rév édov). To their heresy he goes on to oppose the 
Catholic opinion in the following words * ; “ This power, which 

the word of prophecy * calls both God (as has been also proved * sermo 
at length,) and Angel, is not reckoned [another] only in name, ay ee 
as is the light of the sun, but is even numerically distinct, 
(a4ptOue érepov, ‘another thing in number,’) as I have in 

what goes before also briefly explained the matter, having said 

that this power was generated from the Father by His power 

and will, but not in the way of abscission, as if the Father’s 
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jupamenr essence were divided into portions, (ov Kat amoTopuny, ws 
cammonre eTopeprCouevns HS TOD Ilarpos ovcias,) as all other things 
onvrcn. when divided and cut, are not the same as they were previous 
to their being divided. And for the sake of illustration, 

I took the fires which are as it were lighted from a fire, 
érepa. which we see are distinct, while that from which many may 
be lighted is not diminished, but remains the same.” Here 

Justin plainly teaches, that the Son is “ numerically distinct,’ 

apiOu@ érepov, “another thing in number,” or in person, 

d from the Father, but not different in nature ; inasmuch as He 
[232] 1s begotten of the very essence of God the Father, (not indeed 
by a cutting or partition of the divine essence, but by a simple 
85 communication of it; some such communication as there 
is in the case of fire, between the fire which produces another, 
without any loss or diminution of itself, and the fire itself 
which is produced,) and accordingly is a Son consubstantial 
with God His Father, and true God equally with Him. See 
what we have further noted on this passage of Justin in the 
Defence of the Nicene Creed, ii. 4. § 3, 4. [p.137.] Now from 
all this it is clear, that, between the opinion of Justin, and 

that of those who taught that Christ was only a man born 
of human parents, there is the widest difference. For on 
the one side Christ is held to be a mere created being, nay 
nothing more than a simple man; and on the other, He is 
declared to be the Son of God, coessential with God His 

* ipsissi- Father, and consequently very God in the highest sense’. 

ory: 9. After these arguments (which indeed are scarcely worthy 
of a man of sense, who is even slightly acquainted with the 
* consecta- writings of Justin,) Episcopius subjoins a corollary*, in which, 
ae quod: if he is mistaken, the whole of his preceding argument, even 
on his own admission, will fall to the ground. For from what 
he had previously said, he concludes, “that Justin did not 
mean the-Ebionites by those OF HIS OWN RACE.” But how 
did he arrive at this conclusion? “Tt is,” he says, “ by no 
means probable that Justin meant those persons by this 

phrase, not only because he has nowhere in his writings 
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mentioned the Ebionites, but also because they seem to have appsnprx 
been the dregs of mankind; seeing that their teacher is 88,0. 
reported to have heaped calumnies on the Apostle Paul, to ———— 
have charged Peter with lies, and to have called" him in part 

a Jew, an Essene, a Nazarene, a Cerinthian, a Carpocratian ; 

and who moreover, as Eusebius testifies, Eccl. Hist. iii. 27, [233] 
believed, that Christ was born of the union of Joseph and 

Mary, and taught that the ceremonies of the law of Moses 

were to be observed: so that it is utterly improbable that 
Justin should speak of them as‘ of his own race.’” Thus does 
Episcopius admit that it is utterly improbable that Justin 
should have accounted the Ebionites to be of his own race; - 

(so far, that is, as this expression was thought by [Episcopius] 
himself to indicate close union and community of faith;) on 

the ground of their being the dregs of mankind and teaching 

many impious opinions. But who does not perceive, that 

by this admission the learned man has in fact destroyed his 

own cause? For that Justin is speaking of no other than the 
Ebionites, I have already most clearly shewn. But it is also 
strange what Episcopius could mean, when he proves from 
Eusebius that the Ebionites believed Christ to have been 

born of the union of Joseph and Mary, from that concluding 

that Justin is certainly not speaking of the Ebionites. As 

if, indeed, Justin had not manifestly intimated, that the 
heretics, of whom he speaks, taught that Christ was “ a human 

being begotten of human parents” (dvOpwrov €& avOpdrwv 
yevvnbévta). What! was Episcopius ignorant of the meaning 

of these words? Does not a person, who says that Christ is 

a human being begotten of human parents, in effect say, that 

Christ was born ‘of the union of a man and a woman (that is, 

of Joseph and Mary)? Surely, He who was conceived and 
formed in the womb of a pure virgin by the Holy Ghost, 
without the cohabitation of man, cannot be said to be a 
human being born of human parents. Moreover, what is 

meant by Christ being a man born of human parents, is 
clearly set forth throughout this Dialogue of Justin with 
‘Trypho. For in it Trypho at great length ridicules the faith 


u T nowhere find that Ebion called Jew, an Essene, &c., Epiphanius: in- 
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soveunnt of Christians respecting Jesus being born of the Virgin Mary, 
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putting it on the same level with the fables of the Greeks 
about Perseus being born of the virgin Danae by the descent 
of Jove upon her in the form of gold, and then subjoining * ; 
« And you ought to be ashamed to say the same as they, and 
should rather say that this Jesus was a human being, begotten 
of human parents.” Must not every one see what is the 
meaning of the phrase, “a human being begotten of human 
parents,” in this place? In another passage of the same Dia- 
logue, Justin himself proves out of the ancient prophets, that 
Christ was to be born of a virgin, and thence concludes’, 
“that the Christ is not a human being [born] of human 
parents, begotten after the ordinary manner of men.” Lastly, 
in this very passage in question, Justin shews clearly enough, 
what was meant by the heretics who said, that Christ was 
a man born of human parents. For in the very outset of the 
paragraph he declares this to have been his own, that is, the 
Catholic, opinion respecting Christ our Lord’, “that He both 
existed previously as the Son of the Creator of all things, 
being God, and also was born man of the Virgin.” After this 
he subjoins ‘the opinion of the heretics as contrary to the 
Catholic doctrine, namely, that Christ was “a human being 
born of human beings.” Whence it is clear, that those 
heretics departed from the Catholic view in two respects ; in 
that they taught, 1. That Christ is man only, not the Son of 
God existing previous to [His birth of] Mary; 2. That 
Christ is a human being begotten of human beings, not born 
of the Virgin Mary by the overshadowing of the Holy Ghost. 
Surely from this and other like evidences we may conclude, 
that Episcopius and the Remonstrants read this passage of 
Justin, about which they have made so much noise, most 
hastily at first, (carried away no doubt by the sound of words, 
which seemed at the first hearing to be manifestly favourable 
to their preconceived hypothesis,) and further that they had 
not afterwards accurately weighed either the preceding or the 


_X Kal vmets Ta ava éxelvors AéyovTes yevundels.—[§ 54. p. 150.) 
aideicbar apelrere, cad uRAAOY tyOpwroy * 871 kad mpotimapxer vids Tod momTod 


e& avOpdmay yevduevoy A€éyew Tov *In- 

cody TolTor, —p. 291. [§ 6, 7. p. 164.] 
Y O71 ob« €oTw 6 Xpiorss dyOpwros eg 

avopdmav, kaTd Td Kowdy Tov dvOpdmev 


TeV DAwy, Oxds dv, nad yeyeunra ey- 
Opwras did ris maphévov.— Dial. cum 
Tryph..§ 48. p.144.] 


Conclusion. 203 


following words, nay, nor even the very words themselves. sppnyvrx 
Be that however as it may, it is most certain that it is alto- ),°¢'9, 
gether in vain that these learned men have alleged the ——~ 
passage for the purpose of proving that “the ancient and 
primitive Christian Church held communion with those who 
believed and professed that Christ Jesus is nothing more than 

a mere man, in other words, a human being born of human 

beings, and that He was made the Christ by election.” 


To the most holy and undivided Trinity, God the Father 
and His consubstantial and coeternal Word and Son, 
incarnate for our Salvation, together with the Holy Ghost 
the Comforter ; be ascribed by angels and by men all 

praise, honour, and glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


THE END. 


Nelson's title of this work [see his Life of Bp. Bull, p. 333,] 
runs thus :— ‘ 


“The primitive and apostolical Tradition of the Doctrine received in the 
Catholic Church, concerning the Divinity of our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
asserted and *evidently demonstrated against Daniel Zwicker the 
Prussian, and his late Followers in England.” 
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INTRODUCTION. aa 


1. THAT our Saviour, Jesus Christ, is not man only, but mrropvo- 
also the living and subsisting Word of God; who, before any ~~ 
created being came into existence, and therefore from ever- 
lasting, was with God, and was God; by whom all things 
were made, which were made, whether visible or invisible ; 
who also in the fulness of time, for us men and our salva- 
tion, was made flesh, that is to say, assumed true human 
nature of the Virgin into the unity of His person ;—is the 
manifest doctrine of the Holy Scriptures of the New Testa- 
ment, propagated and preserved by the uniform and continu- 
ous tradition of all the Churches which were founded by the 
Apostles of Christ. But, notwithstanding, there formerly 
were and still are, and that too, alas! in our own England, 
ungodly men instigated by Satan, although bearing the 
name of Christians, who not only have not acknowledged this 
sacred. doctrine, but have even opposed it with all their might, 
and assailed it also with the foulest reproaches and blasphemies. 

The testimonies of Scripture, which clearly proclaim Christ as 
God, are eluded by these Ebionites of our country, although 
not by all of them in the same way. Most of them miserably 
wrest these passages, after the manner of their forefathers, 
and draw them to meanings which are quite inconsistent with 
the context, and with what is manifestly the proper meaning 
of the words. While some* have proceeded to such a pitch 
of impudence and impiety, that (as if they had conspired with [242] 


© See the “ Historical Vindication of lished 1690]; and the “Judgment of 
the naked Gospel,” in the preface[pub- the Fathers,” p.22, [1695.] 
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patrurtive Turks and Mahometans for the ruin of Christianity) they 
TRADITION have ventured openly to declare, that the Scriptures of the 
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carnorro New Testament have been foully corrupted and interpolated 


CHUROH. 


by Catholic Christians. Against these monsters of Christians 


1 si virbius indeed Socinus himself would, if he could be restored to life’, 


esset. 
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denounce an anathema’. With regard, however, to the tra- 
dition of the Church, they all contend that no true tradition, 
such, that is, as is derived from the very times of the Apostles, 
can be produced in support of the Catholic view; that the 
Apostles themselves and their immediate successors preached 
the pure and simple Gospel ; taught, that is, the view which 
themselves hold, of Christ being inHis own nature merely man ; 
but that not long afterwards, the mystery of iniquity forsooth 
even then working, the purity and simplicity of the Gospel 
became corrupted by the Platonic philosophers who embraced 
the Christian religion, and especially by Justin. 

2. The person from whom they derived this absurd opinion, 
unless I am greatly mistaken, was the writer of the Irenicum 
Trenicorum, an active and violent Ebionite, who, as I found 
after a long time from the Bibliotheca Antitrinitariorum®, 
was Daniel Zwicker. For this man in his [renicum4, pro- 
posing to investigate the origin of the alteration, as he calls 
it, of the apostolical doctrine concerning Christ, tells us 
this very long story; In the first place, that it is probable 
that the followers of Simon Magus corrupted the sound doc- 
trine concerning God and Christ, by inventing a new genera- 
tion of Christ, and introducing a new Christ: and that this 
is attested by Hegesippus, in Eusebius, Hist. Hecl. iv. 22. 
Then, that those heretics composed some verses under the 
name of Orpheus, about the Father’s Voice beg put forth 
by Him before the foundation of the world. Further, that 
Justin, misled chiefly by these arts and follies of the Simo- 
nians, and relying, as did others, on the verses called 
Orpheus’, propounded his views concerning the generation 
of Christ from the Father, before the creation of the world, 
as the mind, voice, and reason of the Father, in order that 
the world might be created by Him, and that He might 


» Vide Socin. de Auctorit. 8. Script. work of Sandius, see Nelson’s Life of 
cap. 1. § 8. [Op., tom. i. p. 275.) Bull, p. 834. B.] 

© [(p. 152). The Bibliotheca Anti- @ Pp. 14—16. 
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come down unto men, and at length also be made man. 


Lastly, that there were various other causes, which might have - 


led Justin, and those who followed him, to take up such 
Opinions as these,—for instance, their knowledge of and fond- 
ness for the Platonic philosophy; the remembrance of Gen- 
tilism and of a plurality of Gods not wholly obliterated [from 
_ their minds]; the custom of placing distinguished men in the 
number of the Gods ; their scruples and dread of worshipping 
one, who is only a human being, &c. From all which he at 
last concludes, that the business is settled, and the origin of 


respecting a new Christ, is manifest. 

3. When I read this many years ago in the author of the 
Irenicum, I presently drew up a brief refutation of the mon- 
strous fable, without any thought, however, of publishing it. 
But observing that these wild notions of Zwicker’s have not 
long ago been brought on the stage again, not without consi- 
derable show and parade, by the Unitarians here in England, 
I revised that short refutation, and enlarged it as I had 
occasion; and thus enlarged, (at the publisher’s request, that, 
if I had any treatise written at length ready by me, I would 
allow it to be added to a new edition of my previously pub- 
lished works, which he had undertaken,) I here, gentle reader, 
present it to you, and to your favourable consideration. 
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CHAPTER I. 


THAT JUSTIN WAS NOT THE FIRST TO INTRODUCE INTO THE CHRISTIAN OHURCHES 
THE DOOTRINE OF OUR SAVIOUR’S PREEXISTENCE BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF 
THE WORLD, AND OF THE OREATION OF ALL THINGS BY HIM. 


1. First of all, the author of the Irenicum lays down this 
as a foundation for his precarious’ building, that Justin was 
the first who introduced into the Churches the doctrine of 
the generation of the Son of God from God the Father before 
the foundation of the world. For he says that Justin, being 
misled by the deceit of the Gnostics, was the first to propound 
this opinion. In another passage likewise (in p.72 of his 
Irenicum) he declares in express terms ; “that no one earlier 
than Justin Martyr can be adduced, that has in his writings 
ascribed a divine nature to Christ, and said that He was God 
before all worlds ; and that the opinion of the Artemonites (who 
taught that Christ was a mere man) prevailed in the Church 
from the very time of the Apostles, at least before the time of 
Justin, and that it was afterwards at length altered.” He has 
been followed by our modern English Socinians, or Unitarians, 
as they are fond of being called ; and among them chiefly by the 
author of a short treatise * in English, entitled, “‘ The Judg- 
ment of the Fathers concerning the Doctrine of the Trinity, 
in opposition to the Defence of the Nicene Creed by Dr. 
George Bull.’ Throughout this treatise the writer makes 
Justin the first originator of the doctrine of the Son of God 
coexisting with God the Father before every creature. What 
man, however, in his sound senses can put any faith in this 
story? For in addition to the extreme improbability that 
a man of the greatest wisdom and piety (such as Justin 
certainly was), either, considering his wisdom, could have 
been so shamefully deceived in a fundamental doctrine of 
Christianity by the devices of heretics, and those the most 
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abandoned; or, considering his piety, would have been inclined A”. 1 
to invent new doctrines, and even to introduce a new faith, as 7 
far as possible removed from the faith of his predecessors, and 
the tradition of the Apostles (of which he could not have been 
ignorant, since he flourished in the first succession ' after the a porn 
Apostles) ; setting aside, I say, this consideration, although ciate 
it is enough of itself to confute this absurd conceit, we have 
other arguments at hand, which afford most evident proof 
that the doctrine’of the preexistence of the Son of God before 
the foundation of the world, and also of the creation of all 
things by Him, was not a peculiar invention of Justin’s, 
but the common received belief of the Church, before his 
time. 
2. First, Justin, in his Dialogue with Trypho, himself 

expressly asserts, that not only he, but also the Christians of 
his own time, all thought and believed, that Christ preexisted 
as God before the worlds ; with the exception of a few, whom 
he denotes by the word twés, and who were manifestly here- 
tics; inasmuch as they denied not only our Saviour’s pre- 
existence before the worlds, but also His birth of the Virgin. 
The passage is given at length, and very fully explained, in 
the Judgment of the Catholic Church, chap. vii. Justin, 
again, wrote and published his confession of the divinity of 
Christ, not merely as his own, or as a private [opinion], but as 
the public and well-known belief and opinion of all that were 
truly Christians in his own time, and that before the Emperor 
and Senate of Rome, as is clear from his Admonition to the 
Heathen, and both his Apologies. What then? Was this 
agreement of opinion among Christians owing to Justin 
alone? Did he himself travel over the whole world to preach 
the divinity of Christ? or had he apostles of his own to 

_ disseminate his doctrine among all nations? Was it possible 
that he, a single individual, could destroy the force of the 
apostolical tradition, change the faith previously received in [246] 
the Church, and even obtrude on the Christian world(Gn 3 
Zwicker’s words) ‘a new Christ?” Did no one of the 
disciples of the Apostles venture to withstand this most 
shameless innovator? not even Polycarp himself, who had 
John the Apostle for his teacher, and who was alive when 
Justin put forth and maintained in his writings, as the 
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one of sound understanding will think this credible. 

3. Besides, there are extant, even at this day, writings of 
fathers who lived some years before Justin, and even in 
the apostolic age itself, I mean the Catholic Epistle of 
Barnabas, the Shepherd of Hermas, and the Epistles of the 
martyr Ignatius, from which we adduced the clearest testi- 
monies in behalf of the divinity of our Saviour, and vindi- 
cated them at length from the cavils of the author of the 
Irenicum in our Defence of the Nicene Creed, book ii. chap. 2. 
These works, indeed, the English writer whom we have men- 
tioned above wholly despises, and even, as his way is, assails 
their authors with reproaches and derision. But far other 
has been the judgment respecting them of the most learned 
men, both of ancient and modern times, in comparison of 
whose judgment the criticism of that buffoon is not worth 
a straw. As respects the Shepherd of Hermas, however, and 
the Epistle ascribed to Barnabas, we firmly maintain these 
two points, which he has not ventured to deny, and which 
are sufficient for our purpose :—1. That these works are of 
the earliest period of [Christian] antiquity, and so more 
ancient than Justin Martyr. 2. That they were also so 
much approved by the Church, that at the first they were 
read publicly in the religious assemblies of Christians, 
together with the canonical Scriptures. And that the seven 
Epistles of Ignatius, known to Eusebius, and edited in Greek 
by Isaac Vossius (which alone we have used), are the genuine 
production of the holy martyr, has been abundantly proved 
by our most learned Pearson, in his Vindication of the Epistles 
of St. Ignatius, to whom I refer the reader. 

4. In addition, there were pious and learned men before 
the time of Justin, who published Apologies for our religion 


_ in opposition to the heathen; amongst whom Quadratus, 
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Bishop of Athens, and Aristides, were conspicuous, who 
presented their Apologies to the Emperor Adrian, near the 
beginning of his reign. It was necessary for these apologists 
to vindicate the Christians from the charge of worshipping 
human bemgs’, which was brought against them by the 
heathen, and to remove that well-worn objection, “You 
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worship a human being that was born and crucified ?.” Nor 
was it possible for any one to meet this objection without 
declaring his own view respecting the Person of our Saviour, 
and shewing that he was himself either catholic or heretical 
on that article. But that Quadratus and Aristides had 
proved themselves catholic in their apologetic writings, is 
attested by Eusebius and Jerome. Of Quadratus, Eusebius 
writes thus’; “Quadratus addressed and presented to him 
(Adrian) an oration which he had written as a defence of our 
religion; the work is still extant in the hands of many of 
the brethren, and we ourselves also have it, and from it we 
may see clear proofs both of the understanding of the writer 
and of his apostolical orthodoxy.” In the same chapter he 
places Aristides, his contemporary, as a writer of the same 
character * as Quadratus. In like manner Jerome calls the 
Apology of Quadratus °, “a very useful book, full of reason 
and faith, and worthy of apostolic teaching.” And of Ari- 
stides he writes thus in the next chapter“; “Aristides, a most 
eloquent Athenian philosopher, and one who retained his 
ancient [philosophic] dress as a disciple of Christ, presented 
tothe Emperor Adrian a book containing the grounds of our 
doctrine, at the same time as Quadratus.” So that there is 
no doubt, that, in the opinion of Jerome, Aristides, in his 
Apology, as well as Quadratus, held to the model and rule of 
the Catholic and Apostolic faith. I will express the force of 
this argument in a few words. It is certain that the Catholic 
Church, in the time of Quadratus and Aristides, (and even 
from the beginning,) attributed divine honours to Jesus Christ, 
as we shall presently shew in this chapter. It is also certain, 
that the heathen alleged this especially as an accusation 
against the Christians, and that it was, therefore, necessary 
for those who undertook the defence of the Christian religion. 
to meet this objection in the first place ; which, as we also see, 
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= See Arnob. i. pp. 24 and 31. [c. 36, 
87, and 40, 41. ed. Orellii.] 
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ép0oTomtas.—[ Eccles. Hist. iv. 3.] 


rationis et fidei, et apostolica doctrina 
dignum.—In Catal. Scriptor. Heel. in 
Quadrato. [¢. 19. p. 847.] 

4 Aristides Atheniensis philosophus 
eloquentissimus, et sub pristino habitu 
discipulus Christi, volumen nostri 
dogmatis rationem continens eodem 
tempore, quo et Quadratus, Hadriano 
principi dedit,—[Ibid. ¢. 20.] 
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Christ) held it as a fixed and settled point, that Divine 
worship ought to be ascribed to God alone, and therefore 
that to give it to a mere man, or a created being, was simply 
idolatry; that this determination of the universal Church 
is supported both by the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments, and also by sound reasonings, we shall afterwards 
prove clearly in its right place*. Now, from this it follows, 
that no one could have defended the worship and religion of 
Christians in a way agreeable to the principles of the Catholic 
Church, who did not himself acknowledge Christ to be truly 
God. But Eusebius and Jerome expressly testify that the 
Apologies of Quadratus and Aristides were specially Catholic, 
that is, were wholly consonant to the Catholic model’ and 
the Apostolic faith. To them you may add, if you will, an 
observation of Petavius in the Preface to the second volume 
of his Dogmata Theologica‘, to the effect that in the Roman 
Martyrology, and also in those of Ado, Notker, &c., it is 
stated that® “ Aristides, an Athenian, presented to the Em- 
peror Adrian a book respecting the Christian religion, con- 
taining the grounds of our doctrine ; and that in the presence 
of the emperor himself he most clearly maintained in an 
oration that Christ Jesus .is alone God,” 

5. Further, we must here repeat the very distinct testi- 
mony of Eusebius, which we adduced in another place », from 
his Eccl. Hist. iv.5, where he writes, “that he had learned 
from the records of ancient writers: that all the fifteen 
bishops, who presided over the Church of Jerusalem, down 
to the time of Adrian, although they were of the circum- 
cision, yet received the knowledge of Christ sincerely” (Tp 
yrdcw tod Xpiotod yunolws xatadéEacOar). But certainly, 
at least in the judgment of Eusebius, they alone received 


: Chap. viii. » Judgment of the Catholic Church, 
[C. ii. 8.] Bh BBs ii. 11. [p. 38.] 
& Athenis sancti Aristidis... qui ' [The words “ veterum scriptorum 


Hadriano principi de religione Chris- monumentis,” which Bishop Bull cites, 
tiana volumen obtulit, nostridogmatis are in the Latin version. The Greek 
continens rationem ; et quod Christus is simply e& eyypdowrv, “from written 
Jesus solus esset Deus, preesente ipso records.” | ; | 
imperatore, luculentissime peroravit. 
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the knowledge of Christ sincerely, who confessed that “ He 
preexisted, being God and Wisdom” (rpoimdpyewv adtov, Ocdv 
dvta Kal copiav), as Eusebius himself interprets his own 
words, Eecl. Hist. i. 27, where by this description he distin- 
guishes the Catholics and orthodox from the heretical Ebion- 
ites, who, he says, entertained poor and low opinions as 
regarded Christ” (rrwyds xal Tareas ta Tepl ToD Xpictov 
do€afovtas). But what reply does the author of the work 
entitled “The Judgment of the Fathers,” &c. make to this 
testimony of Eusebius? Hear it, and admire the shameless- 
ness of the man*; “We grant that Eusebius says that the 
Jerusalem-bishops ‘ professed the true knowledge of Christ ;’ 
we answer, he borrowed this from Hegesippus. .. . But Hege- 
sippus himself beg a Jewish Christian, that is, one that 
believed our Saviour to be a man only, when he said, the 
Jerusalem-bishops professed ‘ the true knowledge of Christ,’ he 
undoubtedly meant, that our Lord was a true and mere man ; 
against the Docetz.... who held His preexistence, and denied 
that He was a [true] man.” But, 1, he must needs make 
the great Eusebius to be altogether stupid, and a man of no 
ability or judgment, who believes that he was so grossly 
mistaken in alleging the authors whose testimonies he used. 
Eusebius says that he had learned from the records of ancient 
writers, that the Bishops of Jerusalem, down to the time of 
Adrian, had received the knowledge of Christ sincerely; that 
is, in his meaning, had acknowledged the true divinity of 
Christ our Lord. But, if we are to believe this trifler, 
the authors, or the author, to whom he referred, meant the 
very contrary; namely, that those bishops were Ebionites, 
that is, held our Saviour to be a mere man. 2. Eusebius 
does not mention the name of Hegesippus, as he is accus- 
tomed to do when he cites anything out of him; but only 
" says generally that he had learned this “ out of the writings ”’ 
of the ancients (é& éyypapov). Now surely, besides Hege- 
sippus, Eusebius had read very many other writers, which were 
supplied to him by the ample library formed at Jerusalem 
by Alexander, bishop of that city; of which he writes thus, 


k [P. 43. Bishop Bull omits “and “man,” which is here enclosed in 
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Eccl. Hist. vi. 201; “At this time,” (ie. in the reign of 
Antoninus,) “there flourished many learned men of the 
Church, whose letters written to each other are preserved, and 
may still easily be found. They have been kept also till our 
time in the library at Alia (Jerusalem) which was formed 
by Alexander, who at that time governed the Church there, 
from which (library) we ourselves also have been able to 
collect together the materials for the subjects we have in 
hand.” Besides, Eusebius had at hand the famous library 
of the martyr Pamphilus, in which were stored [the works of ] 
ecclesiastical writers collected from all quarters by that most 
blessed man, concerning which see Euseb. Eccl. Hist. vi. 32. 
8. Allow that Eusebius had derived this from Hegesippus, 
what then? ‘ Hegesippus,” he says, “ was a Unitarian, and 
believed Christ our Saviour to be a mere man.” Nothing 
can be more untrue. I ask, Whence, from what authority, 
did he learn this? From Zwicker only (as I conceive), the . 
author of the Lrenicum, whom he everywhere blindly follows, 
even when he leads him among precipices. But that Hege- 
sippus was Catholic, and uniformly continued in the commu- 
nion of the Catholic Church, in which the belief of Christ 
as God and man prevailed, we shall afterwards™ prove most 
evidently in a more convenient place. 

6. After the testimony of Eusebius, (not in the first place, 
as the sophist with whom we are now dealing shamelessly 
affirms,) we adduced” the witness of Sulpitius Severus, 
a most grave historian: who in his Sacred History, ii. 45, 
writes expressly, that the primitive Church of Jerusalem, 
which, down to the times of Adrian, had its Bishops from the 
circumcision only, “believed in Christ as God, under the ob- 
servance of the Law.” What reply does that trifler make here 
again? When, he says°, Sulpitius affirms, that those Chris- 
tians ‘believed in Christ-God, I have proved it to be a 
mistake by the testimony of those fathers who lived among 


he [fikuagoy 8& KaTd rofro mActous ds bAas Tis mera Xetpas bmobécews én) 
Aoyiot Kal exxAnoiactixo) dvdpes, Gv al TadTd cuvaryaryeiy Seduy7}weGa.—Vi. 20. ] 
émioToAas hs mpos GAAAOVS Siexdpatroy m Chap. li. 
ert roth viv cwfouevas edpety etropoy, at " See the Judgment of the Catholic 
Kal els mas epvddxonoay év rH Kara Church, p. 45. [p. 41.] 
Aidlav BiBAodinn, mpds Tod THviKdde ° [Judgment of the Fathers, &e. 
Thy avTdbe diémovros exxAnolay ’AAcE- p. 40,] 
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the Jewish-Christians, namely, Origen and Theodoret; and 
of other fathers who were much nearer to them than Sulpi- 
tius, even Epiphanius and St. Augustine.’ Nothing cer- 


tainly can be more foolish than this answer. Sulpitius is 


speaking of the primitive Church of Jerusalem, which flou- 
rished under bishops of its own of the circumcision down to 
the destruction of the city under Adrian. But what? Did 
Origen and Theodoret converse with these Jewish-Chris- 
tians? Were Epiphanius and St. Augustine nearer to them 
than Sulpitius? Sulpitius expressly affirms of the Christians 
of the primitive Church of Jerusalem that they believed in 
Christ as God. Eusebius had stated the same previously to 
Sulpitius, and that out of the most ancient records of that 
Church. Did then Origen, or Theodoret, or Epiphanius, 
or Augustine, or any other of the ancients, contradict Huse- 
bius and Sulpitius on this point? Certainly not. They 
are speaking of the Jewish-Christians, be they Ebionites or 


Nazarenes, of their own, that is of a -much later time, and 


that in a different respect. However, of the Nazarenes of later 
times, and their view respecting the person of Christ, I have 
treated at length in the Judgment of the Catholic Church, 
ii. 13, [p. 41,] &c. It will be worth while to repeat here the 
chief heads of what I wrote in that place, and to vindicate 
them from the cavils of a troublesome opponent. 

7. In the first place I alleged the testimony of Augustine 
as to the opinions of the Nazarenes in these words? ; ‘‘ While 
Augustine, in his work on Heresies, after treating in chap. 8 
of the Cerinthians, as having taught ‘ that men ought to be 
circumcised in the flesh, and observe other precepts of the 
Law of this kind, that Jesus was simply man,’ &c.; goes on 
in chapters 9 and 10 thus to expound the doctrines of the 
Nazarenes and the Ebionites; ‘Although the Nazarenes 

‘confess that Christ is the Son of God, (and consequently 
thus far differ from the Cerinthians, who regard Him as man 
only,) ‘yet they observe all the ceremonies of the ancient 
law,’ (in this agreeing with the Cerinthians,) ‘which Chris- 
tians by the tradition of the Apostles have been taught not 
to observe carnally, but to understand spiritually. The 
Ebionites also for their part’ (¢.e. just like the Cerinthians, 
pv [Judgment of the Catholic Church, ii. 18. See above, p. 41, note.] 
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of whom he had been speaking a little before) ‘say that He 
is only a man. They observe the carnal ordinances of the 
Law, &c.’ Here it is plain (in spite of the cavils of the author 
of the Jrenicum) that Augustine meant to distinguish the 
Nazarenes both from the Cerinthians and from the Ebionites 
in this point, that the Nazarenes acknowledged that Christ 
was not man only, as the Cerinthians and the Ebionites 
thought, but the Son of God,” (that is in a distinctive sense ') 
“and consequently God.” On this my adversary accuses 4 
me of shamelessness, because I wished to infer from this testi- 
mony of Augustine, that the Nazarenes “held that Christ 
was in such sense the Son of God,” as “that He was born of 
God from all eternity *,” when I was myself conscious that 
the Ebionites also, who believed Christ to be a mere man, 
nevertheless acknowledged Him as the Son of God. I reply, 
that the Ebionites said indeed that Christ was the Son of 
God, but by no means in the sense of Augustine, or of the 
Nazarenes of whom Augustine is speaking. For in this point 
Augustine manifestly distinguishes the Nazarenes from the 
Ebionites, that the former acknowledged Christ as the Son 
of God, but the latter did not. What is to be said of the 
fact, that he manifestly opposes the view of the Nazarenes 
who confessed that our Saviour is the Son of God, to that of 
the Ebionites and Cerinthians, who taught that Christ was 
only man? Inthe sense of Augustine and the Nazarenes, 
therefore, to acknowledge Christ as the Son of God, is the 
same as professing that Christ is not a mere man. After 
that, the sophist, as if he would correct our interpretation of 
Augustine, and bring out his genuine text and meaning, goes 
on thus*; “But let us recite the very words of St. Austin, 
De Hares. c.9,10; ‘The Nazarenes, as they confess Christ is 
the Son of God, so they observe the whole Law; the which, 
Christians have been taught that ’tis to be understood and 
taken spiritually, not carnally. The Ebionites also say, that 
Christ is a man only, and observe the carnal precepts of the 
Law.’ These words, ‘the Ebionites also say that Christ is 
a man only,’ would be nonsense, if the Nazarenes, of whom 
he speaks immediately before, had not likewise so held.” 
But this is not to recite the very words of Augustine, but to 
1 Judgment of the Fathers, p. 43. r [Tbid..] 
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corrupt and destroy his entire text. Instead of cum, that is 
“although,” which Augustine uses in detailing the opinion 
of the Nazarenes, he substitutes sicut ; for tamen, which is in 
Augustine, he puts ita; and, which is the chief point, the 
sophist has omitted altogether what Augustine says of ‘the 
opinion of the Cerinthians in the chapter immediately pre- 
ceeding, although without that the genuine meaning of Augus- 
tine in what follows can in nowise be perceived or compre- 
hended. But if you attend to this which goes before, it will 
_ be manifest that this etiam, “also,” which Augustine uses in 
stating the opinions of the Ebionites, ought altogether to be 
referred not to the Nazarenes, but to the Cerinthians. Let 
the learned and fair-minded reader go to Augustine himself *, 
and he will, I have no doubt, wholly agree with me. 

8. To the testimony of Augustine I subjoined the witness 
of Jerome, who writes thus of the Nazarenes (with whom he 
had himself conversed familiarly), in his 89th Epistle +t; 
“ To this very day there exists through all the synagogues of 
the East a heresy among the Jews, called that of the Minzi, 
who are commonly called Nazarenes ; these believe in Christ, 
[as] the Son of God, born of the Virgin Mary; and they say 
that it was He who suffered under Pontius Pilate, and rose 
from the dead, in whom we also believe. But whilst they 
would be both Jews and Christians, they are neither Jews 
nor Christians.” In these words Jerome, agreeing with 
Augustine, says that the Nazarenes believed in Christ [as] 
the Son of God; and not content with this, he explains 
himself, affirming that they believed in that Son of God in 
whom we also (that is, Catholics) believe; so that in this 
doctrine respecting the Son of God, he acknowledges no 
distinction at all between the Catholics and the Nazarenes, 
Hear, reader, if you can without horror, what his impure and 
sacrilegious tongue says in reply to this"; “ One would have 
thought, that when the Nazarenes say here, We believe in 
the Son of God, that was born of the Virgin Mary, was put 
to death under Pontius Pilate, and rose again from the dead ; 


* (Vol. viii. p.7. The words them- the Judgment of the Catholic Church, 
selves are cited in the Judgment of ii.13. pp. 42, 43.] 
the Catholic Church, ii. 13, above, « Judgment of the Fathers, pp. 43, 
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222 The argument of Jerome implies that the Nazarenes 


they had sufficiently declared, that the Son of God in whom 
they believed was the man Christ Jesus; not a Son of God 
that could not be born of the Virgin Mary, or die, or rise 
again. But because St. Jerome says, ‘in whom also we 
believe,’ Dr. Bull cries out, Look here, the Nazarenes be- 
lieved in that Son of God in whom the orthodox believed. 
We think so too, Doctor; because both parties believed in 
the Son of God, who was generated and born of Mary, died, 
and rose again; though the orthodéx (so called) invented 
also another Son of God; a Son that could not be generated 
and born of Mary, a Son that could not die, a Son as old as 
His Father, a second Almighty, another Creator, first made 
known by the Council of Nice.” The meaning of this reply 
is to this effect: He who professes that he believes in the Son 
of God, born of a Virgin, who suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
and died, thereby intimates that he believes in a Son of God 
who is a mere man, not God; since the Divine Nature, as 
being impassible, could not be born of a Virgin, die, and rise 
again from the dead. But the Nazarenes professed that they 
believed in the Son of God, born of a Virgin, &c. Therefore 
they did not believe in the Son of God, who Himself is God. 
But yet the Catholic Church before the Council of Nice, and, 
as Jerome attests, the Nazarenes, agreeing with the Catho- 
lics, always believed in the Son of God, who, when He was 
Himself God, assumed human flesh of a Virgin at the fore- 
appointed time, and in that flesh died, and afterwards rose 
again from the dead. For he says, that the Nazarenes believed 
“in that Son of Godin whom we also” (that is, the Catholics) 
“believe.” Besides, in that Epistle Jerome had undertaken 
to shew and to prove, in opposition to Augustine (whom he had 


. imagined to be opposed to him on that question), that they 


who observed the ritual law of Moses had always been 
accounted heretics by the Church. He endeavours to prove 
this, first, by the instances of the Cerinthians and the Ebio- 
nites; but, as he was conscious that Ebion had been con- 
demned as heretical by the Church, because he denied the 
divinity of Christ, and that Cerinthus had been erased from the 
list of Christians both for that same heresy, and for other im- 
pious doctrines; he therefore of his own accord retreats from 
the instance of Cerinthus and Ebion, intending to make fight 
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with another argument, drawn from the Nazarenes, which omar. 1. 
would cut off all handle for cavil. ‘“ Why should I speak,”’ he wee: 
says, “of the Ebionites, who pretend that they are Christians? 
Even to this day, through all the synagogues of the East,” &c. 
As if he said; You will perhaps raise a question about the 
Ebionites, and indeed I do not deny that they entertained 
impious opinions about Christ our Lord, in that they teach 
that He is nothing more than man, and therefore, although they 
pretend that they are €hristians, yet_are they by no means to 
be regarded as truly Christians: but certainly you will have [257] 
nothing to reply respecting the Nazarenes ; for although they 
entertain with ourselves right views respecting the person of 
our Saviour, yet are they regarded by the Church as heretical, 
solely on account of their observance of the ceremonial law. 
These points you will see more fully explained by me, in 
the Judgment of the Catholic Church, in chapter ii. 13, from 
which I have already quoted [pp. 42, &c.] 
9. From Augustine and Jerome I-went up’ to a writer 
much earlier than they, I mean Justin Martyr, who lived 
as early as the time of Adrian, in whose reign the Church of 
the Christians of the circumcision at Jerusalem was driven 
from the city, and dispersed into various countries, and who 
published his works not long after that dispersion. From 
his Dialogue with Trypho the Jew, I evidently inferred that 
there were in his time men, who combined’ with the ob- * misce- 
servance of the ceremonial law of Moses the Catholic faith ""” 
concerning Christ, even that by which it is believed that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God, who existed before all created 
beings, and at the appointed time became incarnate for men’s 
salvation, and was made man of the Virgin, &c.; but yet did 
not impose on other, that is to say, on Gentile, Christians, the 
necessity of observing that law. To these Justin professes 
"his readiness to extend the right hand of brotherly love and 
fellowship. These, I assert, were none other than the Naza- 
renes, or Christians of Jerusalem, who had not so long before 
been expelled from their country by Adrian. Now, what 
does my shameless opponent say* to this? “TI answer,” says 
he, ‘ whoever they were, they were not the Nazarenes. Most 
v In the Judgment of the Cath. Ch., * Judgment of the Fathers, p. 44. 
the place cited, § 14. [p. 45.] 
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224 The testimony of Justin Martyr shewn to express the same ; 


of the Gnostic sects, who also observed the Mosaic law, held 
the preexistence of our Saviour. What hinders, but that 
they might be the Cerinthians?” Which is just as munch 
as to say, Whatever you may have proved, I will never retire 
from my preconceived hypothesis; I will invent anything, 
I will believe anything, rather than that the Nazarenes 
acknowledged the divinity of Christ. But there are very 
many things which shew that they were not Cerinthians, 
nor any other Gnostic sect. - First, these Christians, of whom 
Justin is speaking,confessed the évodpxwats, or real Incarna- 
tion, of the Son of God, which neither the Cerinthians nor 
any other sect of Gnostics acknowledged. See what I have 
written in the Defence of the Nicene Creed, iii. 1. 6. [p.375,]| 
and in the Judgment of the Catholic Church, ii. 4. [p. 27.] 
Again, the Christians of whom Justin is treating held the ~ 
orthodox faith in all points necessary to be believed in 
order to salvation, and did not in anything differ from the 
Catholic Church of Christ, except that they themselves reli- 
giously observed the Mosaic rites. TheCerinthians, on the con- 
trary, and all the other Gnosfics, adulterated almost the whole 
Christian religion to such an extent, that there was scarcely 
any article of the Christian faith which they did not mar’ 
with their corruptions. Besides, the Cerinthians and the rest 
of the Judaizing Gnostics, quite as much as the Ebionites, 
had taught that the ceremonial law of Moses must of necessity 
be observed by all. But the Judaizing Christians, of whom 
Justin is speaking, thought and taught otherwise. Lastly, 
Justin regarded these Judaizing Christians as brethren, and 
entertained good hope of their salvation; whereas it is clear 
that the most holy father altogether abhorred the Cerinthians 
and the rest of the Gnostics as most pestilent heretics, aliens 
from the Church of Christ, and so from the salvation which 
is to be obtained through Christ. Our opponent was, in 
my opinion, himself ashamed of the foolish answer, and, 
accordingly, sought some other way of escape’. “Besides,” 
he says, “it is uncertain whether Justin meant to say, that 
there were some Christians who keep the law of Moses, and 
yet believed that Christ was before Lucifer and the moon. 
To make out this sense, Dr. Bull is forced to add these 
words to the words of Justin, ‘ such a Christ as you before 
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described” ”” But whoever carefully and attentively reads 
through the context of the passage of Justin entire, will sce 
that I have by no means done violence to his words. Trypho 
had proposed certain questions to Justin about the salvation 
of godly men, both those who lived before the institution of 
the ceremonial law of Moses, and those who lived under that 
law. And Justin answers, that both will be saved in the 
world to come. Towards the end, however, of his answer to 
these questions, Justin describes that faith respecting Christ, 
which is required of us Christians in order to salvation, and 
_ states it to be of this kind, that, namely, whereby we believe 
“Christ to be the Son of God, who was both before the 
morning star and the moon” (8s xal mpd éwopdpov Kai cedAn- 
vns nv), “ and endured to be made flesh of the seed of David, 
and to be born of the Virgin,” &c. Immediately after this 
follows the question of Trypho, whether they who now believe 
in Christ, and with that belief in Christ retain the observance 
of the ceremonial law of Moses, can be saved?. Who now 
can doubt but that in this question of his he meant the 
same faith in Christ which Justin had described immediately 
before ? I expressed the question of Trypho correctly, there- 
fore, by this paraphrase; “ But if there be even now any who 
desire to live in observance of the appointments of Moses, 
and also believe in this crucified Jesus, acknowledging that 
He is the Christ of God,” (that is to say, such as you, Justin, 
just now described,) “ can they also be saved?” 

10. Lastly, I adduced? a testimony from the sixth book 
of the Apostolical Constitutions, the twelfth chapter of which 
bears this title, “ Against ‘such as confess, but yet wish to 
Judaise” (pos Tods oporoyodvras, lovdaifew dé Oédovtas) ; 
such as confess, that is, the faith which had been set forth 
in the chapter immediately preceding, and specially that part 
of it which is rehearsed at the end of the chapter*; “ We 
acknowledge the Christ, not [as] a mere man, but [as] Ged 
the Word and Man, the Mediator between God and men.’ 
From this I conclude, that, in the age in which the author 
of the Constitutions lived, there were some Christians who, 


y Dial. cum Tryph. pp. 263, 264. .* td Xpiordv ov Yrdy dv Opemoy 
[$ 45, dporoyoomer, GAA Oedy Adyov Kal dy- 


14 
ae Pjatigmeat of the Catholic Church, O@pwrov pecitny Gcod nal avOparwv.— 
p. 49.] [Apost. Const. vi. 11.] 


BULL,—4J.¢.C. Q 


OHAP. T. 


§ 9, 10. 


[260] 


226 Evidence from the Apost. Const. that some believed 


parative although they acknowledged Christ to be God and Man, still 
Garam ae so far agreed with the Jews, and differed from the rest of the 
camnouro Christians, as that they still adhered to the ceremonial law 
ok of Moses. These, I assert, were the very Nazarenes them- 
selves. To this assertion my opponent thus replies; “ Mr. 

Bull must first prove that there was no other denomination 

of Christians” (except the Nazarenes) “who observed the 

Mosaic law, and also believed that Christ is God the Word. 

But he knows .that the Cerinthians, and most of the Gnostic 

sects, did Judaise, and also believe the preexistence of our 
Saviour, and that He is God the Word.” The man who 

could write thus betrays thereby either his own gross igno- 

rance of ecclesiastical history, or at any rate consummate 
impudence. Neither the Cerinthians, nor any other sect of 
Gnostics, sincerely acknowledged Christ to be God the Word 

and Man, and the Mediator between God and men. Let the 

reader look back at what we have just now said on the tes- 

timony of Justin, which we last quoted. Besides, in that 
Confession of the Faith which is recited in the 11th chapter 

[261] - [of the Apostolical Constitutions], and referred to in the title 
of the 12th chapter, there is not an article to which either the 
Cerinthians or any other Gnostic sect could have subscribed 

and sincerely assented. At the very commencement of that ' 
Confession, a death-blow is struck at the heresy of the 
Cerinthians, and of all other Gnostics>; “ We profess that 

there is one only God, the Lord of the law and the prophets, 

the Creator of all things, the Father of Christ.””? Parallel 

8 to which are the words that follow soon after®; “One God, 
Father of one Son, not of more, of one Paraclete. through 

Christ, Maker of the other orders, one Creator, Maker 

* diapdpov through Christ of the different creatures’, the same Provi- 
ae Py dent Being’, who gave the law through Him*.” The sophist, 
mpovonryy. accordingly, distrusting this reply of his, goes off soon after- 
toe wards into a digression, and wishes to lead us away into a 
' controversy respecting the author of the Constitutions, as to 
whether he agreed with the Catholic Church on the subject 

b va pdvoy Ody kararyyehropev, vé-  dvwy, évds mapakdhrov bid Xpirrod, tay 

pee Kal Tpopntay xipior, Tay vt wd dAdwv TUyRaToY ToinThy, Eva Snucoup- 
fnieeeye TOU Xpiorod warépa,—lvi, ydv, duapdpov urloews Bid Xpicrod moin- 
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of the Holy Trinity, or was infected with the taint of Arian- 
ism. On this question I have frankly declared my opinion in 
my Defence of the Nicene Creed, ii, 3. 6. [pp. 111, 112.] 
With respect, however, to that Confession of Faith which is 
contained in the 11th chapter, the intelligent reader will 
readily perceive some things in it which appear to savour 
of Arianism, and other things which no Arian could have 
acknowledged sincerely and without dissimulation. Of this 
kind is his professing, by way of distinction’, that God is the 
Father of Christ, but “the’ Maker of all other things by 
Christ” (rov rowmry Sia Xpictod). This is more clearly 
expressed in book vii. chap. 41, where the article of the 
Christian faith respecting the only-begotten Son of God is 
thus explained*; “ And in the Lord Jesus Christ, His only- 
begotten Son, begotten, not created; by whom all things 
were made.’ In these words, Christ the Son of God is 
completely taken out of the class of created beings, and so is 
acknowledged as very God. But were we to grant that the 
author, in the Confession we have quoted, which occurs in 
the 11th chapter of the sixth book, had scattered some seeds 
of Arian heresy, it would by no means be a necessary con- 
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sequence that “ they who confess” (rods 6podoyouvtas), who — 


are mentioned in the title of the next chapter, were like- 
wise Arians. For it is clear, that the author in that chapter 
meant indeed to give the entire rule of faith, everywhere 
received in the Christian Churches of his own time; although 
it is equally certain that that rule is given by him in para- 
phrase, his own explanations being here and there inserted ; 
and it is manifest that persons might have confessed that 
rule of faith, who did not at all approve of all the glosses of 
the author, or rather interpolator. é 

11. I return at length to the point from which I made a 
digression, to which I was forced by my opponent. From 
the testimonies of the ancients which we have adduced above, 
it is perfectly clear that the Christians of the primitive 
Church of Jerusalem who were of the-circumcision, received 
the knowledge of Christ our Lord sincerely (yvnoiws), “in its 


? 


genuine sense’;” that is, acknowledged His true divinity ; and ? genuine. 


4 Kad eis tov Kipioy “Incody thy yndevta ob KTicbvTa’ SV ot TA TayTA 
~ ~ 4 se 
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228 Evidence from Pliny and others, that the early Christians 


that the same faith continued in that Church down to its dis- 
persion in the time of the emperor Adrian. Now, if in the 
Church of Jerusalem, the mother of all other Churches, the 
doctrine of the divinity of our Saviour Christ was from the 
beginning acknowledged and received, and always, so long as 
the Church itself stood, faithfully preserved, it cannot be 
doubted but that in all the other Churches also, which were 
founded and constituted by either the Apostles themselves or 
their assistants’, the same faith was propagated and dis- 
seminated. L } 
12. Lastly, it is clear from the Epistle of the younger 

Pliny to the emperor Trajan®, written about the year of our - 
Lord 106, that the Christians of that age were accustomed 
in their assemblies to celebrate the divinity of our Saviour 
in hymns and psalms. This fact he relates from the con- 
fession of apostate Christians in the following words‘; “ And 
they affirmed that this was the sum of thei fault, or 
error, that they were accustomed to meet on a fixed day 
before it was light, and to sing by course, one with another’, 
a hymn to Christ as God.” To these psalms appeal was 
made by an ancient author of weight (in Eusebius, Eccl. 
Hist. v. 28), [in writing] against the Artemonites, who 
rejected the doctrine of the true divinity of Christ as a 
novelty; ‘ Such psalms also,” he says’, “and hymns of the - 
brethren, as were written from the beginning (ar dpxjs) 

by the faithful, celebrate Christ the Word of God, setting 
Him forth as God” (tov Adyov Tod Ocod Tov Xprorov buvodor 
Geodoyoivres). So clear and obvious were the testimonies 
supplied by these psalms to the true divinity of Christ 
having been acknowledged by the apostolic and primitive 
Church, that Paul of Samosata, who revived the blasphemous 
heresy of Artemon, could not for this very reason endure 
them ; and therefore ordered that they should be abolished 
in the Churches subject to his jurisdiction, as is testified by 
the fathers of the Council of Antioch convened against him, 
in their Synodical Epistle, in Eusebius, Eccl. Hist. vii. 30. 
I have no doubt that it was hymns of this description which 


© Lib. x. Epist. xevii. 

f Affirmabant autem, hance fuisge 
summam vel culpe sue, vel erroris, 
quod essent soliti stato die ante lucem 


convenire, carmenque Christo, quasi 
. Deo, dicere secum invicem. 
& [See above, p. 58, notes 4, &] 
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the Apostle Paul had in his mind when he thus wrote in his 
Epistle to the Ephesians, v. 19; “ Speaking to yourselves in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making 
melody in your heart to the Lord,” 76 Kupi, i.e. to Christ ; 
- and let the reader observe by the way, that the Apostle’s 
words, “speaking to yourselves” (AadodvTes EavTois), quite 
correspond to what Pliny says of the Christians, that they 
were accustomed “to sing in course one with another” a 
hymn to Christ as God. These words seem to signify the 
mode of singing alternately, which, even in the present day, 
is usual in churches. Now, from all that we have advanced 
in this chapter, it is at length established beyond all doubt or 
controversy, that the doctrine of the divinity of Christ was 


by no means an invention of Justin Martyr, but had obtained ° 


long before his time in the Christian Churches, and, further, 
was delivered and promulgated throughout all the world by 
the first preachers of the Gospel together with the Gospel 
itself, of which it certainly forms the principal part: and this 
was the point which I undertook to demonstrate. 
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CHAPTER II. 


THAT JUSTIN WAS NOT MISLED BY THE FRAUDS OF THE SIMONIANS, AND THAT 
THE OPINION OF THE DIVINITY OF THE SON DID NOT PROCEED FROM THE 
SCHOOL OF SIMON. 1 


1. Tuts foundation being destroyed, that monstrous pile 
which the author of the Jrenicum raised upon it falls to the 
ground of itself. For since it is now clearer than the light | 
itself, that Justin was not the first to devise [the doctrine of ] 
the generation of the Son before the foundation of the world, 
but that that doctrine’ prevailed amongst Christians long 
before Justin was born, nay, in the very age of the Apostles, 
it would not be necessary to examine very carefully into the 
causes by which Justin was, forsooth*, seduced into this erro- 
neous opinion. As, however, we have determined to follow 
this author step by step*®, and as in that way both his own 
blind perverseness, and also the truth itself, will be made 
more and more apparent, we shall, on these accounts, go on 
freely to discuss the causes which he has invented. Now 
the causes which he assigns are either primary, such, that is, 
as principally led Justin into, what he thinks, his error; or 
secondary and auxiliary, which led Justin himself further on 
in the same error. Under the former class, the heretic 
enumerates two causes: 1. The heresy of the Simonians; 
2. The verses which were composed by those heretics under 
the name of Orpheus. 

2. Regarding the former [of these causes] he writes thus®; 
“And in the first place it seems to be probable, that after ie 
death of the Apostles, as Hegesippus informs us, in Eusebius, 
Eccles, Hist. iv. 22, some Christians, or rather false Christs, 
false prophets, and false apostles, descended from‘ those 


* Tren. p. 14. 


Olj. that Justin derived his views from Simon Magus. | 231 


seven heresies among the Christian people’, which the said omar. 1. 
Hegesippus enumerates in the same passage, and of which he _§ !7?-_ 
makes the prime leader and promoter to be Simon Magus the 
Samaritan ; (and so not shrinking from uniting the true God 

with false deities* and idols in his own Samaritan worship ;) } deastris, 
and, by the invention of most perverse opinions (mark, these 

are the very words of Hegesippus) against God and Christ, 

first of all divided the unity of the Church, and moreover (as 

will soon appear from the doctrine of Simon Magus) cor- 
rupted the sound doctrine respecting God and Christ, by 
devising a new generation of Christ, and introducing a new 

Christ. For with respect to Simon Magus, all writers of 
Ecclesiastical history, without exception, testify that he was 

the first opposer of Christ’; that is, that he [first] denied ? Christo- 
Jesus to be the Christ and Redeemer, or such an one as died ™#°be™- 
for sins; and on the contrary asserted that he himself alone was 

both the Son who appeared among the Jews, and the Father 

who -descended in Samaria, and the Holy Ghost who came 
among the Gentiles; that he came down transfigured, and [266] 
appeared among men as a man, though he was not a man, ~ 

-and was supposed to have suffered in Judea, though he did 

not suffer; that he was the infinite power; and that Selene 

was the first-conception of his mind, (for he designated the 
second, Voice and mental comprehension, and the third 
Reason or thought,) and the Mother of all, through whom in 

the beginning he conceived in his mind the creating of angels 

and archangels. ‘For he said, that this conception springing 

forth from him, knowing what its Father wills, descended 

into the lower regions, and generated the angels and powers 

by whom the world was made.” The author adds, “ Justin 

was deceived by these wild notions of the Simonians.” 

3. But this conjecture of his is far removed from all proba- 
bility: For in the first place, what could Christ have had in 
common with Belial, light with darkness, the fathers and 
doctors of the Church with the most notorious heretics? 

For it is certain that all the bishops and doctors of the 
Church who succeeded the Apostles, (and so all Christians 
who adhered to them,) always detested:-the Simonian lieresy 


> He ought to have said, “among Valesius, on Husebius iv. pp. 79, 80. 
the Jewish people.” See the note of [p. 183.] 


232 Justin abhorred and wrote against the doctrines of Simon; 


ne with their whole souls, so that they would rather have 
TRADITION fetched fire from hell, than any doctrine from the forge of 
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This is abundantly attested by their writings 
which are extant at'the present day. But that Justin espe- 
cially was most pure from all taint of this heresy, is manifest, 
(if it were’not plain from other considerations,) from the 
fact, that in his Dialogue with Trypho®, after making men- 
tion of the Gnostics, under the title, “so-called Christians,” 
Aeyouévav Xpiotvavav, who ~arrogated to themselves the 
liberty of eating things offered to idols, he concludes that 
herein that prophecy of Christ was fulfilled, in which he 
foretold that false Christs and false apostles should arise, 
“who would deceive many of the faithful” (7oAdovs Tav 
micTov TNavncovTas). He also adds respecting them, “ With 
none of whom do we hold communion, knowing them 


to be atheists and impious men” (av ovdevl Kowwvodper, ot 


yvopifovtes abéovs kat acePeis). In another place in the 
same Dialogue he says, that Christ foreknew what would 
happen after His resurrection and ascension, namely, that 
many false prophets and false Christs would come in His 
name ({i.e.] under the mask of a Christian profession) ; 
“which,” says he4, “is actually the case. For many have- 
falsely coined and taught in His name, atheistical and 
blasphemous and unrighteous [doctrines]; and things which 
have been put into their minds by the impure spirit, the 
devil, they have taught and continue to teach until now *.” 


¢ P, 253. [§ 35. p. 132.] 

2’Omep Kai éott. moAAO) yap bea, 
kal BrAdopnua, nal dua ev dvouare 
avTov mapuxapacoorres cdldatay, rad Ta 
and Tov akabdprov mvedmartos d1aBd- 
Aov éuBadrAdueva Tats diavolars avtaev 
edidatav nar diddcKovor méexpt viv. — 
p. 308. [§ 82. p:179.] 

e Nay, in the same Dialogue he not 
only mentions, in p. 307, [p. 178,] the 
seven heresies of the Jews alluded to 
by Zwicker, but also, in p. 349, [§ 120. 
pp. 213, 214,] expressly rejects Simon 
Magus as an heresiarch and _false- 
Christian, in these words; “ For I had 
no respect for one of my own nation, 
that is of the Samaritans, when, ad- 
dressing Ceesar in writing, I said that 
they are deceived through reliance on 


. the wizard of their own nation, Simon, 
whom they allege to be God, above 


all rule, and authority, and power.” 
(088 yap amd Tod yévous Tod euod, Aeyw 
d& Tay Sapapéwy, rivds ppovtlda mo1od- 
Mevos, eyypdpws Kalcaps mpocopmaday, 
<imoy, TAavGobat avTovs meibouevous TS 
év TO yéver adTaey udyw Sluwr, dv Ocdy 
brepdvw mdons dpxijs, kal éfouctas, at 
duvduews eitvar A€youst.) Justin, no 
doubt, had in view partly the passage 
in the Apology which our reverend 
author has quoted, and partly another, 
which occurs in the Apology, com- 
monly called the First, p. 52 of the 
Paris edition, or 56 of the recent 
Oxford edition, [Apol. ii. 15. p. 98,] 
which is to this effect; “I also 
despised the impious and deceptive 
teaching of Simon, one of my own 
vation” (kat tod éy Te ena ever 
doeBods Koad wAdvou Symwviavod Bddry- 
Matos Kateppdrnoa.) Moreover, that 


which were copied and distorted from those of the Church. 233 


Lastly, in his Second Apology‘, he not only enumerates omar. 1. 
Simon and other heretics, who proceeded from his school, 5“ 
by name, but brands and execrates them as the pest of [268] 
Christendom *. But, O tempora! O mores! Who could} Christi- 
have ever thought that the time would come when Justin, “°™ 
the most distinguished doctor of the Church, who not only 
wrote most learned works against all heresies, but actually 
sealed with his own blood the true apostolic. faith, should 
have been brought by any one into suspicion of having been 
misled by the foulest heretics, in a primary doctrine of 
Christianity ? . 

4. But, secondly, it is so far from true that the doctors of 
the Church took their opinion concerning the divine genera- : 
tion of the Son from the fictions of the Simonians, that it is, 
on the contrary, manifest, that the heretics framed these 
fictions of theirs (as nearly every error is an aping of some 
truth) from the doctrine of the Church, transferring it into a — 
form of their own?. The case is clear; for whence, I ask, was ? eis Yo 
that blasphemous assertion of Simon’s, that he alone was both *7?“7"?™ 
the Son who appeared among the Jews, and the Father who © 
descended in Samaria, and the Holy Ghost who came among 
the Gentiles ;—whence, I repeat, was this borrowed, but from 
the received doctrine of the Church respecting the Holy 
Trinity, that is, respecting God the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost? Whence the impious dogma of the same Simon, 
that Jesus appeared among men as a man, though He was 
not a man, and was supposed to have suffered in Judea, 
though He did not suffer,—if it be not a distortion of the [269] 
apostolic doctrine of Christ God and Man*? For certainly * cavépe- 
the impostor would have in vain persuaded the Christians "” 
that Jesus was not a true man, if the Apostles had taught 
that He was a mere man. Lastly, with respect to that 
- exposition of Cerinthus, (to use Zwicker’s expression,) who 
taught that Christ the Son of God descended on Jesus at 


the Simonian, together with the here- of my edition, (but p. 70 of the Paris, 
sies that succeeded it, was professedly [Apol. i. 26, p. 60,]) ‘There is, also, a 
opposed by Justin, and refuted in a treatise composed by me against all 
short treatise which he wrote,he him- the heresies which have arisen.” (éo7¢ 
self intimates in what is commonly 6€ juty nal olvtaypa Kata macdy TéY 
called his Second Apology, when, after yeyeynudvwr alpécewy cuvtetayuevov.) 
mentioning by name Simon, Menander, —Grabe. 

and Marcion, he at last adds, in p. 54 £ Pp. 69 and 70. [Apol. i. 26, p. 59.] 
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234 The true doctrine may be discerned in the perversion. 


His baptism, from the principality which is above all things, 
and performed mighty works, and at the approach of the 
passion flew back again from Jesus to the Father into heaven ; 
whence, I ask, could this exposition of Cerinthus have origi- 
nated, except in that distinction of the divine from the human 
nature in Christ, which was handed down by the Apostles ? 
Indeed, both these conceits, viz. that of Simon, concerning the 
imaginary body of Christ, and that of Cerinthus, concerning’ 
the separation of the Son of God from the man Jesus, seem 
to have been acceptable to not a few, from the very cause 
that the august mystery of Christ, God and Man, (that is to 
say, of the union of the divine and human natures in the one 


. person of Christ,) which had been handed down by the 


Apostles, seemed to them (as it does also to the heretics of 
this day) absurd, and contrary to sound reason. For on this 
account they thought it necessary, either to take away one 
nature altogether, or at any rate to separate the one of them 
from the other. Let the reader attentively weigh this, and 
(to use the words of Zwicker). “if his mind be not per- 
verted,”’ he will be of my opinion. 

5. Moreover, that the Church’s doctrine of God the Father 
and the Son did not proceed from the school of Simon, but, 
on the contrary, that Simon bent the’ apostolic doctrine to 
his own impious dogmas, is sufficiently intimated by the 
very words of Hegesippus, which Zwicker desired his reader 
to mark well; namely, that the heretics “invented the most 
perverse doctrines against God and Christ.” He does not 
say (observe) concerning God and Christ, but against God 
and Christ. The truth is, this Magus, by a kind of unheard- 
of blasphemy, applied to himself and his prostitute Helena, 
and other Aions invented by him, what the apostolic doctrine 
taught concerning the Father and the Son. For, according 
to the statement of Irenzus, i. 20, he used to say, against 
God the Father, “ that he was the highest power, that is, the 
Father who is over all things, and permitted himself to be 
called by whatever name men call Him” (the Eternal Father). 
And then, against Christ, he used to allege, that Helena, his 
first évvova, or idea, generated the angels and powers, by 


® Esse [docuit...autem] se subli- vocari se quodecunque eum yocant ho- 
missimam virtutem, hoc est,eum qui mines.—{e. 23. p. 99.] 
sit super omnia Pater, et sustinere 


Hegesippus ; that the Apostles’ doctrine was taught now. 235 


which he said this world was made; “that it was by his grace 
men were saved,” &c. 

6. I cannot, however, help wondering on what principle 
Hegesippus is here adduced as a witness by the author of the 
Irenicum; for none of the ancient writers shews more evi- 
_ dently than Hegesippus, how futilé and utterly untrue this 
conjecture of his is. Thus, in the book and chapter of Euse- 
bius cited before, he expressly testifies that in his own time 
the apostolic preaching continued whole and unimpaired 
among the rulers of the Church. For after mentioning what 
Churches he had visited, and how many bishops he had gone 


to, especially those of the Church of Rome, the most eminent 


patriarchate, he subjoins these words"; “ But in each succes- 


sion [of bishops] and in each city, itis as the law proclaims, . 


and the prophets, and the Lord.’ Now at what period 
did Hegesippus live? without doubt he was contemporary 
with Irenzeus, inasmuch as in the same place in Eusebius 
he makes express mention of Pope Eleutherus, (under whose 
pontificate it is clear that Irenzeus flourished,) as succeeding 
Soter in the episcopal seat; so that Jerome was clearly in 
error when he threw back Hegesippus to the age of the 
emperor Adrian, misled, I doubt not, by Eusebius himself’, 
who, in his Eccles. Hist. iv. 8, does the same; though after- 
wards (in chap. 21 of the same book), as though correcting 
that chronological mistake, he places Hegesippus in the reign 
of Marcus Antoninus. What a pretty finish has Zwicker now 
made of his case out of Hegesippus ! He asserts, that the 
doctors of the Church, and Justin in particular, being misled 
by the ravings of the Simonians, altered the apostolic doc- 
trine ; [whereas] Hegesippus himself expressly attests, that 
the apostolic preaching was preserved unimpaired by the doc- 
tors in the several Churches down to his own times, that is to 
- say, the times of Irenzeus, who flourished thirty years, be it 
more or less, after Justin. Surely the author of the Lrenicum 
would not have ventured to appeal to Hegesippus, if he had 
thoroughly known his man; without doubt his own opinion 
hastily formed about that ancient writer misled him. But 
this shall be clearly shewn in the following chapter. 


h éy éxdorn be Siadoxf rear ev éxd- [Euseb. HH: iv. 22.) 
oTN WoAEL OUTWS eel, @S 0 vouos Knput- i See the note of Valesius on the 
rei, Kad of mpopara, Kal 6 Kvpios.— passage. 
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CHAPTER III. 


CONCERNING HEGESIPPUS, AND HIS OPINION RESPEOTING THE PERSON OF 
JuSUS CHRIST. 


1. THE author of the Irenicum every where speaks of He- 
gesippus as a man of like sentiments with himself, that is, 
an Ebionite,—one of that class of persons, who, while they 
acknowledged that Christ was conceived of a Virgin by the 
Holy Ghost, yet did not at all allow His preexistence, as 
the Word of God, before the worlds. And he has been 
followed by all the Socinians of this day here in England, 
who claim this very ancient and celebrated writer as their 
own; and on him as their foundation raise up a superstruc- 
ture of wonderful conclusions, such as would, if they were 
true, wholly overthrow the Apostolic tradition, which we 
maintain, of the true divinity of our Saviour Christ. Of 
these, the author of the treatise entitled, “The Judgment of 
the Fathers,” especially, maintained strenuously *, that Hege- 
sippus was altogether an Ebionite, and endeavoured to esta- 
blish this opinion by some shallow * reasons, which we here 
propose to examine. 

2. Argument 1.. “In the first place,” he says, “ Hegesippus 
was himself a Jewish Christian, as Eusebius, Eccles. Hist. 
iv. 22, witnesses ; but all Jewish Christians, saith Origen, were 
Ebionites, that is, denied the divinity of Christ:”” I answer ; 
If by a Jewish Christian the sophist means a Christian who 
mixed up the observance of the ceremonial law of Moses with 
belief in Christ; it is utterly false that Eusebius has any 
where stated, that Hegesippus was a Jewish Christian of this 
class. All he says m the passage referred to is, that from 
the writings of Hegesippus it may be gathered, “ that he was 
a believer from among the Hebrews” (é& ‘EBpalav éavrév 
memeoteuxcvat). Nay, that Hegesippus was certainly not a 

* Pages 41, 42. 


Hegesippus ; not an Ebionite, as alleged. 237 


Jewish Christian of the kind alleged, we know for certain from 
- Hegesippus himself; who in Eusebius (Eccles. Hist. iv. 22) 
relates, that on his way to Rome he visited many Churches 
of Christians of the Gentiles, and held communion with 
them; and after his arrival at Rome, continued a long time 


‘in communion with that illustrious Church. Accordingly, : 


Eusebius (Eccles. Hist. iv. 21) expressly says, that Hegesippus 
“flourished in the Church,” (j«pafev émt ths éxxXnolas,) in 
the same Catholic Church, that is, in which at the same 
time Irenzeus and other men who were undoubtedly Catholic 
flourished, with whom he is joined in that same passage. 
But the Christians of the Jews, who together with belief in 
Christ retained the observance of the ceremonial law, neither 
could, nor indeed wished to, live in communion with any 
Church of the Gentiles. Moreover, it is not true that the 
Jews who persevered in observing the law of Moses after 
receiving the faith of Christ, were all Ebionites, that is, 
denied the divinity of Christ: nor does Origen anywhere say 
this. See what we have written in the Judgment of the 
Catholic Church, i. 18. [p. 53.] 

3. Argument 2. Our Ebionite goes on with his arguments ; 


_ “Secondly,” says he, “the same Eusebius (ibid.) says, that 


Hegesippus made use of St. Matthew’s Hebrew Gospel, which 
was used only by the Ebionites and Unitarian Christians.” 
I answer; Eusebius does indeed say, that Hegesippus in his 
writings adduced some things out of the Gospel of the He- 


OHAP, III, 


§ 1—3. 


[273] 


brews; but he by no means says, that he used that Gospel - 


~ as the Ebionites used it; that is, regarded it as a canonical 
book. Now, if quoting some passages from the Gospel 
according to the Hebrews be a sure mark of an Ebionite, then 
must yery many writers be regarded as Ebionites, whom yet 

we certainly know to have been Catholics, and to have had a 
thorough abhorrence of the heresy of Ebion. For in that 
case, even Jerome, the strenuous advocate of the Consubstan- 
tiality of the.Son of God, was himself an Ebionite, for he 
repeatedly cites that Gospel, and even translated it into the 
Greek and the Latin languages, as he tells us himself”. 
Hence Julian the Pelagian, in book iv., charges Jerome with 
using, in his Dialogue against the Pelagians, the testimony 


b Cat. Script, Eccl. on James, the Lord’s brother, 
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238 ‘Gospel according to the Hebrews’ cited by Catholics. 


of a fifth Gospel, which he had himself translated into Latin. 
In that case, Origen also was an Ebionite, notwithstanding 
that (against Celsus, v. p. 272°) he rejected the Ebionites 
of both kinds as heretics and altogether alien from the Church 
of Christ; for Jerome expressly writes *, that Origen often 
used the Gospel according to the Hebrews. Moreover Papias, 
who, as we are told by Irenzus °, was the disciple of John and 
companion of Polycarp, gave in his writings a more lengthened 
history of the conversations between our Saviour and the 
woman taken in adultery, which was found only in the Gospel 
according to the Hebrews, as Eusebius states in Eccles. Hist. 
iii. 39, near the end‘, Now all the ancient Catholic writers 
who have mentioned him testify, that Papias, although a 
man of mean ability, and mistaken' in some things, was yet 
Catholic, and firmly maintained the rule of faith. Lastly; 
to mention no others, the blessed Ignatius, the distinguished 
defender of the great mystery of godliness respecting God 
incarnate, against the heretics of his own time, has, in his 
Epistle to the Church of Smyrna, some things of which 
Eusebius confesses that he does not know from what source 
they are derived; Hccles. Hist. i. 36. Eusebius says’; “In 
his Epistle to the Church of Smyrna, speaking of our Saviour, 
he quotes some words of His, but whence he took them ‘T 
know not. His words are, ‘But I know and believe that 
even after His resurrection, He was’ in the flesh, and when 
He came to Peter and those who were with him‘, He said 


. unto them, Take hold of Me, handle Me, and see that I am 


not a spirit without a body; and immediately they touched 
Him and believed.’ ”? Now this narrative about Christ is 
taken from the Gospel according to the Hebrews; a fact, 
which, though unknown to Eusebius, Jerome has informed 


© [§ 61. pp. 624, 625.) 

4 See two passages of Origen, in 
which he cited the Gospel according 
to the Hebrews, as well as another of 
Clement of Alexandria, in my Spicile- 


giwumPatrum, seec.1. p.26. seq.—GRrase. 


[See Origen, de Orat. 14. vol. i. p. 219, 
&c.; ¢. Cels. vii. 41. pp. 726, 727; also 
Clem. Alex. Strom. i, 24, p. 416.] — 

e Lib. vy. ¢. 33. 

f (Eusebius only says, éré0errar 5¢ 
Kal @AAnv toroptay wep) yuvaicds, em) 
TodAats auaptlas SiaBrAnOelons emt rod 


kuptov, hy 7d Kar’ “EBpalous evayyéAov 
meptéxet. loc, cit. ] ° 

8 |Husebius’ words are :—6é 9 airs 
Zuupvatois ypdpwv ov ot8 drd0ev pyrois 
ovykexpnta, Towdrd tTiva wep Tov 
Xpiorov dietiady" ey dt Kad uerd thy 
avdoraocw ev capkl avtoy olda Kal m- 
orevw byta, Kal bre mpds Tos Tepl 
Tlérpoy eAhAvbev, &pn avtois’ AdBere,. 
Wydrapioaré we Kal Were, Ort ovK ciud 
Sadvioy dowmarov' Kal evOds attod 
iavro kal emlorevoay. Bishop Bull 
gives only a Latin version.] 


Ifis not mentioning the Ebionites as heretics, no argument, 239 


us of in his treatise on Ecclesiastical Writers, [in the section] cuap. m. 

on Ignatius. § 3, 4. 
4, Argument 3. His third argument is thus summarily 

stated by the author; “In short, I say, Hegesippus (in 

Euseb. ibid.) giving a catalogue of the -heresies of the Jews 

and Gentiles, does not account either the Cerinthians or [275] 

Ebionites among the heretics; which he certainly would have 

done, if he himself had held the preexistence and divinity of 

_ our Saviour.” To this I reply; Who can patiently endure a . 

man, when he thus trifles in a matter so serious and of such 

moment? For in the first place, does he seriously suppose 

that Hegesippus, in the passage referred to, meant to give 

a complete catalogue of all the heretics who disturbed the 

Church in his own age, and whom he himself regarded as 

heretics? If so, he knew nothing at all of the work on 

Heresies’ by Irenzus, the contemporary of Hegesippus. ? heresio- 

Secondly, Does he seriously believe that Hegesippus did not !°8@™. 

reckon the Cerinthians as heretics?- In that case, at any 

rate, he knows as little about the opinions of Cerinthus as 

the most ignorant, and he who has ventured to write a book 

about the Judgment of the Fathers, was quite a stranger to 

the writings of the early fathers. Cerinthus, besides the 

error which he held in common with Ebion, of Christ’s being 

a mere man, taught other absurd and blasphemous tenets. 

For he affirmed, as we said before, that this visible world was 

not created by the Supreme God, but by inferior powers or 

angels, who knew not that God; that the Angel, who gave 

the law by Moses to the children of Israel, was a bad angel, 

&c. Indeed Epiphanius, On Heresies, xxviil., informs us that 

Cerinthus maintained nearly all the horrible errors of Car- 

pocrates, and only differed from that monster in that he 

observed the Mosaic ceremonies, and that not from his heart, 

" but only for his own convenience, to ingratiate himself with 

the Jews, and escape the persecutions raised by them. See 

what we have said in our Defence of the Nicene Creed, iii. 

1. 7. [p. 879.] But what shall we say? Did not Hegesippus 

hold this monster among men to be a heretic ? Lastly, by this 

very argument of our sophist it might equally be proved that 

Justin Martyr also was an Ebionite or Unitarian, that is, did 

not acknowledge the preexistence and divinity of our Saviour. [276] 
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240 Many early heresies omiited by each several writer. 


For in his disputation against Trypho Justin enumerates 
just as many heresies of the Jews as Hegesippus does, namely, 
seven in all, though he calls them by different names. His 
words are the following"; “ Just as no one, if he nghtly 
considers the subject, would say that the Sadducees, or the 
similar heresies of the Genistz and Meriste, the Galileans, 
and Hellenians, and the Pharisees, [and] the Baptists, were 
Jews.” Here the Cerinthians and the Ebionites are omitted. 


_ In another passage‘ of the same Dialogue, he enumerates 


by name some heresies which had arisen among Christians, 
the Marcionites, the Valentinians, the Basilians, and the Satur- 
nilians. But neither here is there any mention of the Cerin- 
thians or Ebionites. From this a person might argue thus: 
Justin when enumerating the heretics, both Jewish and Chris- 
tian, does not enumerate either the Cerinthians or Ebionites 
among them; but he would undoubtedly have done so, if he 
had himself believed our Sayviour’s preexistence and divinity. 
Yet who is there that does not know that Justin not only 
himself believed the divinity of Christ, but also vehemently 
and strenuously defended that doctrme against both Jews 


and Judaizing Christians? You will say that Justin, after 


[277] 
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the Christian heretics whom he names, adds, “and others 


bearing different names” (xal Got GA@ dvduare). I grant 


it; but then does not Hegesippus in reality do the same ? 
Surely he does. For after the Christian heretics whom he 
enumerates by name he immediately subjoins* ; “ From these 
[arose] false Christs, false prophets, false apostles, who divided 
the unity of the Church by their pernicious words against God 
and against His Christ.” In these words all the heretics who 
arose after, and out of, those whom he had previously men- 
tioned, are certainly comprehended. 

5. Argument 4, The last argument of our sophist is as 
follows ; ‘ Valesius,” he says, “owns that the ecclesiastical 
history of Hegesippus was lost by the ancients, because it 
was observed to agree with the Unitarians.” My answer to 


* [domep odd “lovdalous, ky Tis dpOas ' P..253. [§ 85. pp. 182, 133.] : 
eEerdon, dmodroyoeey elvyar tods Sad- X ad trovrwy WevddxpioTot, Pevdempo- 


Souratovs, ras duolas aipéoeis Teviotav — grfra, WevdardoroAor ofrives euepiray 
Kat Mepioréy, kal Todiraiwy, kal ‘EAAn- Thy Seow ris éxxAnalas PGopimalors 
viavay, kat bapicatwy, (xa!) Barrictéy.] Adyors KaT& rod @eod Kal Kard tod 
—Dialogue with Trypho, p, 307.[§80.  Xpirotd adrod.—[Euseb. H. BE. lee. 
pp. 132, 133.] cit.] 


Evidence of the orthodoxy of Hegesippus. 241 


this is; It is plainly untrue that Valesius has anywhere cmap, m1. 
allowed this; he only says in general that the writings of em 
Hegesippus and other ancient authors fell into neglect, and 
were consequently lost, because of the errors with which they 
abounded. His words are!; “ Owing, however, to the errors 
with which they” (the books of Clement’s UTOTUTTELS) 
“abounded, they were neglected, and ultimately lost. Nor, 
im my opinion, is it from any other cause that the works of 
Papias and Hegesippus, and other early writers, have 
perished.” With respect, however, to Hegesippus, I know 
not what errors Valesius suspected him to have fallen into; 
certainly the ancient Catholic writers who had read the works 
of Hégesippus, (and who ought to be trusted in preference _ 
to Valesius,) recommended their contents as orthodox, useful, . 
and worth reading, as we shall presently see. And thus far 
have we examined the shallow reasonings of the sophist. But 
against these arguments of his, of less weight, certainly, than 
the lightest things *, we set the testimonies of the ancients ! farfari 
respecting Hegesippus, who classed him among Catholics, 
and even among the very highest ornaments of the primitive 
Catholic Church. 

6. First of all, Eusebius, who made use of the papers? of ? scrinia 
_ Hegesippus, and transcribed much out of his Commentaries hs ss 
into his own history, everywhere makes honourable mention 
of him, in particular extolling throughout with wonderful [278] 
praise his orthodoxy and his truly apostolic doctrine. - If, 
however, Hegesippus had been an Ebionite, Eusebius cer- 
tainly never would have dope this, since, as we have elsewhere 
shewn*, he accounted the Ebionites impious heretics, even 
those of them, who, though they acknowledged that Christ 
’ was conceived of the Virgin by the Holy Ghost, denied 
* His preexistence before the world as “ God the Word and 
Wisdom” (@cdv Adyov kal Zodpiav). Nay more, he com- 
mends* Hegesippus as a most courageous champion of the * quid, 
Catholic faith against the heretics of his time! An admirable oe et 
assailant of heretics, forsooth, when he was himself a heretic! 
Hear what Eusebius himself says, in Eccles. Hist. book iv. 
chap. 7, at the end, compared with the beginning of the 

1 Annot. in Euseb. y. 11. [p. 223.] 
_ ™ See the Judgment of the Catholic Church, ii. 11. [p. 89.] 
BULL.—J. ©. 0. R 
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following chapter"; “ But nevertheless in these times the 
truth again put forth many defenders, who contended against 
the impious heresies, not by oral refutations only, but also 
by written demonstrations. Amongst these Hegesippus was 
distinguished, whose words we have already very often used, 
exhibiting from his tradition some of ‘the events of the 
apostolic times. This author compiled in five books the 
true tradition of the apostolic preaching, in a very simple . 
style of writing.” . Parallel to this is the statement con- 
tained in chap. 21 of the same book®; “ At that period there 
flourished in the Church Hegesippus, whom we know from 
what has been said before ; and Dionysius, Bishop of Corinth; 
and Pinytus, another of the Bishops of Crete; and besides 
these, Philip, and Apollinarius, and Melito, [and Musanus, 
and Modestus,| and lastly Irenzeus ; the orthodoxy of whose 
apostolical tradition, out of a sound faith, has come down 
even to our times in writing.” And at the beginning of the 
next chapter he adds these words again, concerning Hege- 
sippus?; “ Hegesippus then in the five books of his Com- 
mentaries, which have come down to us, has left us the fullest 
record of his own belief.” 

7. What has our adversary now to oppose to these most 
clear testimonies of Eusebius concerning Hegesippus? Hear ; 
after producing the arguments by which he wished to prove 
that Hegesippus was a Unitarian, he immediately adds the 
following; “If it be said, But did not Eusebius know this,” 
(namely, that Hegesippus was a Unitarian,) “and yet he 
always speaks respectfully of Hegesippus ? I answer, Without 
doubt he knew it; but durst not take notice of it; it was not 
for Eusebius to find fault with an apostolic father. He could 


4 [duos & ody Kata Tovs SnAoumévous 
ad0is mapiyey eis wecov  GANOELa mAel- 
ous éavtTas brEepudxous, ov dt aypapwy 
avTd pdvoy eAéyxXwv, GAAG Kal BV éy- 
yptowy dmodelkewy Kata Tov adewy 
aipécewy aTpatevouevous. ey Totrrois 
eyvwplfeto ‘Hyhoinmos, ov mAcloras HON 
mpdtepoy Kexphucda pwrais, as dy ek 
Tis avToD Tmapaddceds Tia TaY KaTe 
Tovs dmoorsAous Tapati6éuevor. ev were 
5) obv ovyypdupacw obtos Thy dmAavA 
mapadoow Tod dmoot0ALKod Knpiyparos 
amdrovertatyn ocuvrdter ypadis srouyn- 
patted wevos—Huseb. Hecles. Hist. iv.7.] 
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dissemble his knowledge of what the Unitarians (and particu- cuap. m1, 
larly his antagonist Marcellus,) would not fail to make advan- _S °—°: 
. tage.” Now what man of sound mind on hearing this answer 
is not at once amazed? Surely, if Hegesippus had been an 
Ebionite, and Eusebius was aware of it, the latter not only did 
wrong in dissembling what he knew to be true, but even told 
a direct lie. For he not only does not say that Hegesippus 
was an Ebionite, but expressly declares the contrary, namely, 
that he was altogether Catholic, and had in his writings stated 
the apostolic tradition and doctrine purely and sincerely. 
Nay, he even was shameless in his falsehood. For the Com- 


_ mentaries of Hegesippus were not read by Eusebius alone,. 


_ but were constantly in the hands! of many readers, at least 1 manibus 
of the learned ; for both on account of the venerable antiquity terebantur. 
of their author, as well as the valuable matter of which they [280] 
treated, (their subject being the events of the apostolic age, . 
and of the period next after the apostolic,) these Commenta- 

ries were very widely known, and attracted the study of all 

lovers of antiquity. So that on such a point as this, it was 
-not open to Eusebius to lie safely and securely, since he 

would so easily have been convicted of manifest falsehood, 

and have exposed himself, on the detection of his fraud, to 15 
the hatred of all lovers of truth. Then again, what he says 

is most ridiculous, about Eusebius’s not daring to charge 
Hegesippus with error, because he was an “apostolic father.” 

For if Hegesippus was really an Ebionite, he could not have 

been accounted an apostolic father by the Catholic Church, 

to which especially it concerned Eusebius to approve himself. 

In the last place, by this [alleged] falsehood of his, Eusebius 

would have made himself disliked by both Catholics and 
heretics: he would have offended the Catholics, by honouring 

a heretic with such praises; and would have displeased the 
heretics, by depriving them of so great a patron of their 
heresy, and assigning him to the Catholic party. It is with 
shame and vexation that I dwell upon these so palpable follies 

of the sophist. Let us therefore proceed to other points. 

8. Not only Eusebius, but other ancient Catholic writers 

also, have borne witness to the orthodoxy of Hegesippus. 

-Thus Jerome not merely praises him for the great holiness of 

his life, but likewise commends his writings (which he had 

eRe 
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himself also read,) as containing much that is useful to his 


PRIMITIVE 

eae readers. For in his catalogue of Ecclesiastical Writers, he 
caTHoLie sneaks thus of Hegesippus4; “ Hegesippus, who lived near 
a the times of the Apostles, and put together all the accounts 
‘omnes of what took place in the Church ', from our Lord’s Passion 
ecclesiasti- , . 

corum ac- to his own age, collecting from every quarter much that 
sae tended to the benefit of his readers, composed five books in 
ria. _" a simple style; as if he would express the style of speaking 
. tae of those whose life he was tracing’.” If, indeed, Jerome had 


tur. discovered in the writings of Hegesippus any tares of heresy 
mingled with the good wheat of sound doctrine, he would, 
without doubt, have reminded his reader of them, in order 
that he might be on his guard against them. But if he had 
found Hegesippus to have been an Ebionite, he would not 
have let him slip out of his hands with impunity, and without 
any mark of censure,.much less have honoured him with so 
high an eulogium; for no one was a*greater enemy to that 
“ God-denying *” heresy than Jerome. By Gobarus also, in 
Photius (Cod. 232), Hegesippus is designated as “an ancient 
and apostolic man,” (apyaids te avijp Kal amrootoNKes) ;— 
ancient, in respect of the time when he lived ; apostolic, from 
the sanctity and purity of his life and doctrine. 

9. Let us now at last hear Hegesippus speak for himself. 
He tells us, (in Eusebius, Eccles. Hist. iv. 22, the very chapter 
from which the sophist would fain have proved Hegesippus 
to have been an Ebionite,) that “when on his way to Rome, 
he conversed with very many bishops, and heard one and the 
same doctrine from them all.” He then adds, “And the 
Church of Corinth continued in the right doctrine down to 
Primus who was [then] bishop at Corinth, with whom I had 
intercourse when on my voyage to Rome, and spent several 
days with the Corinthians, during which we were mutually 
refreshed by right doctrine. And when I was in Rome I made 


4 Hegesippus vicinus apostolicorum 


temporum, et omnes a passione Do- 
mini usque ad suam etatem ecclesi- 
asticorum actuum texens historias, 
multaque ad utilitatem legentium 
pertinentia hine inde congregans, 
quinque libros composuit sermone 
simplici; ut quorum vitam sectabatur, 
dicendi quoque exprimeret characte- 
rem.—[e, 22. vol. ii. p. 849.] 
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out the succession as far as Anicetus *, to whom Eleutherus omap. m. 
was deacon.” He afterwards subjoins the following words; 5° _ 
“ And in each succession [of bishops], and in each city, it is so 

as the law taught, and the prophets, and our Lord Himself.” 
Hegesippus therefore approved the doctrine of the Catholic [282] 
Church of his own time as true, and entirely consonant to 

the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament, and also to 

primitive and apostolic tradition. Now, what the doctrine of 

the Catholic Church in the age of Hegesippus was, you may 

learn with certainty from Irenzus, his contemporary. Out 

of many passages of this writer I will here adduce but two. 

In book i. chap. 19*, he thus describes the rule of truth in 

the Catholic Church, as it was everywhere received in his 
own day; “ But since we hold ‘the rule of truth, 7. e. that 

there is one God Almighty, who created and set in order" all * aptavit. 

things through His Word, and out of that which was not 

made all things to exist, as the Scripture saith, ‘For by the 
Word of the Lord were the heavens made’, and all the host ? firmati. 

of them by the breath [Spirit] of His mouth® ;’ and again, * [Psalm 

‘All things were made by Him, and without Him was not any- 6] 

thing made‘.’ Now from all things there is nothing excepted; ‘ [Johni. 

but through Him did the Father make all things, whether “ 
visible or invisible; whether objects of sense or objects of 
understanding; whether things temporal with reference to 

some dispensation *, or things everlasting and eternal®; [by * propter 
Him,] not by angels, nor by any powers cut off from His ee 
mind, (for the God of all stands in need of nothing,) but oe 

_ through His Word and Spirit, making, and disposing, and 
governing, and giving being. to all things.” Now was it 
possible for any Ebionite to approve of this confession of 
faith? The other passage occurs in book iii. chap. 3, at the 
very beginning, compared with chap. 4 of the same book. 

“At the commencement of the third chapter he thus writes, 
respecting the tradition of the Catholic Church"; “ The 
tradition therefore of the Apostles manifested in all the 
péxpis *Avikytov, of didicovos Hv EAev- would read diarpiBxv for Hadoxrv. | 
Ocpos... ev éxdoty 5& diadox7H Kal év t [e. 22. p. 98. See the Latin cited 
Exdatn TbAeL obTws exer @sdvduos Ky- above, Judg. Cath. Church, chap. iv. 
pirre: kal of mpophra Kal 6 Kupis.— —§ 5. p. 74, note |. 

Euseb. loc. cit.] u Traditionem itaque apostolorum 


s (Bull has “mansi ibi apud Anice- in toto mundo.manifestatam in omni 
tum,” following Ruffinus ; so Valesius ecclesia adest respicere omnibus qui 
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world may be seen in every Church by all who desire to 
behold the truth; and we are able to reckon up! those 
who were appointed by the Apostles to be bishops in the 
Churches, and their successors down to ourselves, who have 
neither taught, nor known, any such thing as these men 
madly imagine *.” He is here speaking of a universal 
tradition, manifested throughout the whole world, and in 
every Church, (that is, in the language of Hegesippus, 
“in each succession of bishops and in each city;”) and 
so manifested as to be capable of being easily seen by all 
lovers of truth, and such as were not wilfully blind. What 
this universal and manifest tradition was, he thus clearly 
unfolds in the chapter immediately following’; “ But what 
if the Apostles even had not left the Scriptures to us, would 
it not have been our duty to follow the order of the tradition, 
which they delivered to those to whom they committed the 
Churches? To this appointment many nations of those 
barbarians, who believe in Christ, give their assent ; having 
salvation written in their hearts by the Spirit without paper 
and ink, and carefully guarding the ancient tradition, believ- 
ing in one God, the ‘Maker of heaven and earth, and of all 
things which are therein, through Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God; who out of His most eminent love to His own creation * 
endured the birth of the Virgin, Himself by Himself uniting 
man to God.” 

10. From this it is as clear as can be, that Hegesippus was 
quite Catholic, and, with the Catholic Church of his time, 
believed in the Son of God, existing before all worlds, by 
whom all things were made, and who at the appointed time 
Himself became man for us men. Most idle, therefore, are. 
all those conclusions which our Unitarians have drawn from 
the opposite supposition (that Hegesippus, I mean, was an 
Ebionite). Hear the author of the Judgment of the Fathers, 
&e., as he thus argues from that hypothesis; “If Hegesippus 
(Unitarian Hegesippus),” says he*, “was the author whom 
Eusebius followed in the account he gives of the first fifteen 


vera velint videre; et habemus annu- quale ab his deliratur.[§ 1. p. 175.] 
merare eos qui ab Apostolis instituti ¥ [See the Latin cited above, Judg. 
sunt episcopi in ecclesiis, et sucees- Cath. Church, chap. iv. § 7. p, 75.] 
sores corum usque ad nos, qui nihil note ual 


tale docuerunt, neque cognoverunt, x pp. 42, 43. 
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_ bishops of Jerusalem, that they ‘ professed the true know- cmap. m. 
ledge of Christ,’ which will not be questioned by any that —— oe 
are conversant in Eusebius, &c., we have gained another very 
great point ; namely this, that not only the Jewish Chris- 
tians, but those of Rome, and all the great. Churches to 
which Hegesippus had resorted to know their doctrine and 
discipline, were also Unitarians ; that is, held (with Hege- 
sippus) that the Lord Christ is a man only. For he saith 
“(apud Euseb. iv. 22) that he travelled to Rome, where -he 
lived under the popes Anicetus, Soter, and Eleutherus; but 
both here and in all other episcopates, they keep the doc- 
trines taught by the law and the prophets, and by our 
Saviour; briefly, he owns that he found the Churches every- 
where to be orthodox and uniform; of which, if he was a 
Unitarian, as (I think) I have proved, the meaning can be 
only this, that they believed, as the Jewish Christians do, the 
Lord Christ is a man, the prophet and messenger of God, 
on whom the Logos, or Divine Word, rested. This perfectly | 
agrees with the account that the old Unitarians,” that is, the 
Artemonites, “(in Eusebius) give; namely, that they had 
kept the doctrine delivered by the Apostles, and which was 
professed everywhere, til] the opposition made to it by the 
popes Victor and Zephyrin, who succeeded to Eleutherus, 
as he to Soter, and Soter to Anicetus, with which orthodox 
popes Hegesippus had conversed.””? Now, these conclusions’, ! mopicua- 
which the sophist deduces from his own hypothesis, respecting 
the faith and sentiments of Hegesippus, are so absurd, and [285] 
so clearly repugnant to authentic’ ecclesiastical history, that * cert. 
if he had only had a single grain of common sense and 
candour in him, he must have certainly perceived that that 
hypothesis is untrue, as indeed it is most untrue. 

11. Nevertheless, the insanity of this writer has also 
‘affected the author’ of a little work entitled, “The true and 
ancient Faith concerning the Divinity of Christ, asserted 
against Dr. George Bull’s Judgment of the Catholic Church,” 
&c. For in pp. 178, 179, 180 of this writer, you-may read 
the following; ‘And here I must entreat my reader to 


y {The work is in Latin; the title Bulli Judicium Ecclesiw,” &c. The 
is, “ Vera et antiqua Fides de Divini- author was Gilbert Clerke. See the 
tate Christi, aperta contra D. D.G. Life of Bull, pp. 4—8.] 
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observe, that all the works of those followers of the Apostles 
who did not plunge headlong into Platonism, have perished. 
Among others, which have either been accidentally lost or 
intentionally destroyed, we have to lament the treatises of 
the Christians of the circumcision, among whom Hegesip- 
pus, a man of high repute, had composed an ecclesiastical 
history of the earliest times; and the errors that are im- 
puted to him by the Platonizing Christians are the cause 
of our having lost this most valuable history. Valesius 
coincides in opinion with me; for he makes the following 
observation on Eusebius, Eccl. Hist. v. 11; ‘These books,’ 
(meaning the Hypotyposes of Clement of Alexandria,) 
‘owing to the errors with which they abounded, were neg- 
lected, and at last lost. Nor, in my judgment, was it from 
any other cause that the works of Papias and Hegesippus, 
and other ancients, have been lost.’ With these he also 
classes the history of Hegesippus; and it is not very difficult 
to conjecture the errors into which Hegesippus fell; for those 
Christians, such as they are’, who in old-times Platonized, or 
who do’so now, call everything an error which does not agree 
with their own hypothesis concerning God the Word, be- 
gotten, not made. Hegesippus wag by race a Jew, one of 
those whom the Gentile proselytes especially laboured to 
expose to envy, hatred, and injury; owing to their own error 
about the pre-existence. And there is no doubt, that the 
errors of which he was accused, he held in common with 
the Nazarene Christians; and also, that by ‘the virgin 
Church,’ of which he speaks in Eusebius, he understood that 
of the circumcision, which altogether abhorred Platonism ; 
and that by ‘the seduction of error,’ which arose in the 
reigns of Trajan and Adrian, he pointed to’ Plato’s philo- 
sophy, which at that time was being introduced into the 
Church ; a philosophy which was so framed as to adulterate 
shamefully the Christian religion, grossly changing, and by 
the change all but utterly destroying it. This, as we read, 
the Apostles themselves also had predicted ; and it is so 
true and manifest [in itself], that even Valesius, I observe, 
has a note on the passage of Eusebius just now quoted’, to 
the effect that that father had given too wide a sense to the 


7 Kecles. Hist. iii, 32. 
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words of Hegesippus, and that what Hegesippus had _ said 
only of the virgin state of the Church of Jerusalem, he had 
applied to the whole Catholic Church. 

“Now, this is a matter of. great importance, and deserves 
especially to be observed; for by it Hegesippus designates 
the fatal epoch when Ghescen bishops, who had not long 
before been heathen philosophers, succeeded to the Nazarene 
bishops, and, consequently, when Platonism took the place of 
that pure and simple truth which the successors of James had 


preached. This happened in the very reign of Adrian, when 


all the Jews, together with the Christians of the circumcision, 
were driven out of Judea. Sulpitius Severus, ii. 45, not 
without reason, said, that ‘the Christian faith,’ that is, 
(according to his notion,) the Platonic faith, ‘gained no 
small advantage from that dispersion ;’ because, indeed, at 
that time, when the primitive faith, which the Nazarenes 
had preserved whole and unimpaired, was not able to hinder 
the progress of Platonism, the fatal evil spread itself far and 


wide.” And alittle after he says; “This is the very thing of 


which the followers of Artemon complain, in Eusebius, Eccl. 
Hist. v. 28, namely, ‘that all the ancients, and the Apostles 
themselves, both received and taught what they themselves 
at present profess ; and indeed that the true preaching of the 
Gospel was carefully guarded down to the times of Vietor, 
who was the thirteenth bishop of Rome after Peter; but that 
from the days of Zephyrinus, Victor’s successor, the truth 
was corrupted.’”? Now there is this peculiarity in this author, 
that he very ignorantly, or at any rate unblushingly, abuses 
the authority of Sulpitius Severus for the establishing of his 
own dreams; “ Sulpitius Severus,” he says, “ book ii. 45, 
affirms, ‘that the Christian faith,’ ¢.e. (according to his 
notion,) the Platonic faith, ‘ gained no small advantage from 
that dispersion,’”” (namely of the Christians of the circum- 
cision in the time of Adrian,) “because indeed at that time 
when the primitive faith, which the Nazarenes had preserved 
whole and unimpaired, was not able to stop the Pagers of 
Platonism, the fatal evil spread itself far and wide.” But 
Sulpitius, in the passage cited, expressly says, that the Chris- 
tians of Jerusalem, who were of the circumcision, previous 
to their dispersion under Adrian, “believed that Christ was 
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God.” Andno less expressly does he say that the advantage 
which the Christian faith gained from that dispersion con- 
sisted in this, that by that event, “the bondage of the law 
was taken away from the liberty of the faith and of the 
Church.” About the irruption of Platonism into the Church, 
through this door being opened, he did not even dream. 

12. No one, however, can possibly wonder at the folly of 
this writer, who has observed what paradoxes he has presumed © 
to publish and defend in the face of the Christian world. 
For in pp. 152, 153 he thus writes ; ‘‘ When therefore the 
primitive Christians discoursed about Jesus Christ as far 
superior to a mere man, or as the pre-existing Word, who 
was in the beginning with God, they simply meant that Holy 
Spirit or divine Power, which created the world and formed 
the body of Jesus Christ, inhabited it, when formed, and 
used it, as it were, for a temple, from which henceforth pub- 
licly to deliver the oracles of God. 

“This was their true and genuine opinion respecting the 
article now in dispute; which indeed afterwards began to 
undergo considerable change, because the disciples of these 
men, through their deep prejudices in favour of the Platonic 
Trinity, distinguished between the Word and the Spirit ; 
and so by their idle Platonic subtlety assigned these syno- 
nymous expressions to [two] different things.” He eagerly 
contends that this was the genuine opinion of Ignatius, 
Ireneus, and other most early fathers; and throughout his 
work affirms, that according to the Scriptures and the primi- 
tive fathers the chief eteclleges of our Saviour, by reason of 
which He is spoken of as God, by no means consists in His 
having existed before all worlds, and in all things having been 
made by Him, but only in this,—that He was conceived in a 
wonderful manner of the Virgin by the Holy Ghost, having 
had no existence before that conception. But any man 
who after reading the primitive fathers can make such an 
assertion, must have entirely lost all conscience, or at least 
all reason and judgment. For, 1, It is most certain that the 
primitive fathers, by the Word which existed before the 
creation of the world, and by whom the world was made, 
did not ' mean any impersonal? power of God, but a “ living 
and subsisting Word,” which we usually call “a Person.’? 


and that His Incarnation was an act of condescension. 251 


2. It is equally certain, that those primitive fathers held the omar. u. 
Word to be a Person distinct from God the Father and the oleae 
Holy Ghost. 3. Lastly, it is most evident that they did not 
by any means make the highest dignity and excellence of 
our Saviour’s Person to consist in His wonderful conception 
of the blessed Virgin by the Holy Ghost; but, on the con- — 
trary, entirely referred His birth of the Virgin to His stupen- 18 
_- dous condescension *, and to that dispensation ”, which out of } cuyxard- 
His unbounded mercy and love towards the human race He ae. 
endured to undergo. That this was the true and ancient ula. 
faith of the Church is known by all that love truth and are 

even slightly acquainted with primitive antiquity. See what 

we have written in the Judgment of the Catholic Church, 

v. 5, near the end [p. 90], and also § 9 of the same chapter 

[p. 106]. 

13. But to return from these triflers to the holy fathers, 
Hegesippus and Irenzus, who are certainly two most full 
witnesses of the primitive and apostolic tradition. As for 
- Hegesippus, he lived near the apostolic times, and wrote 
a history of the Church from our Lord’s Passion to his own 
age. In preparing this history he no doubt consulted the 
records, which were extant in great numbers in his day, of 
the apostolic age and that immediately succeeding. He was 
besides, as Jerome informs us, a follower of primitive piety, and 
a man of holy simplicity and remarkable integrity, and there- 
fore an historian very worthy of credit. Now this Hegesippus 
‘testifies, that the doctrine which had been at first delivered by 
Christ and His Apostles, remained unimpaired and inviolate 
-in all the Churches in his own time, (in which [time], how- 
ever, it is clear that the doctrine of Christ, God and Man, [290] 
was everywhere received throughout the Catholic Church.) 

The same statement is made by Irenzus, Hegesippus’s con- 
temporary, who, in the judgment of Tertullian, was “a most 
curious investigator of all doctrines ;” and to whom, moreover, 
the providence of God granted this peculiar assistance for 
ascertaining the apostolic doctrine, that in his youth he had 
associated with the blessed Polycarp, the disciple of the 
Apostle John, and was thoroughly imbued with his doctrine, 
and always kept it firmly fixed in his memory, as he himself 
tells us in his Epistle to Florinus. He appeals to Polycarp 
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PRIMITIVE ag a witness for the ancient tradition above mentioned, “ of 


TRADITION 


‘ov tun believing in one God, the Maker of heaven and earth, and of 
all things which are therein, through Jesus Christ, the Sen of 
God; who out of His most eminent love to His own creation 
endured the birth of the Virgin, Himself by Himself uniting 
man to God.” Nay, he appeals to all the Churches of Asia, 
and the bishops who succeeded Polycarp, as witnesses of the 
same tradition. For thus he speaks in the afore-cited book 
iii. 3°; “And Polycarp too [is a witness], who not only was 
instructed by Apostles, and conversed with many of those 
who saw our Lord, but was also appointed by Apostles to be 
a bishop in the Church at Smyrna in Asia, whom we also saw 
in our early youth, (for he continued a very long time, and 
when very old departed out of this life by most glorious and . 
noble martyrdom,) [Polycarp, I say, is a witness], having 
always taught these things, which also he had learned from 
the Apostles, which also the Church hands down, and 
which alone are true. All the Churches in Asia, and they 
who have succeeded Polycarp down to this time, attest these 


OATHOLIO 
CHURCH. 


[291] things.” 


tis. 


Surely, men have arrived at the highest pitch of 


shamelessness, when they do not blush to allege the gross 
falsehood of the Artemonites, heretics of a later age, in oppo- 
sition to these most credible witnesses. 

Let us now proceed in examining what remains of Zwicker’s 
* commen: fictions *. 


«.[The original Greek is as follows: 

\ Us X > 4 G Dg he 
kat TloAvKapmos 6€ ov dvoy bxd aao- 
otddwy mabnrevdels Kal cvvavactpapels 
mohAois Tois Tov Xpiordy Ewpakdow, 
GAAG Kal bwd amooTéAwy KaTacTabels 
eis TH ?Aclav, ev TH ev Suvpyn exkAn- 
ola, énlokoros, dv Kal ruets Ewpdicapey 


év TH mpSTH Huay Auta (émroAd yap 
mapéuewe, Kal mavd ynparéos, evddtws 
Kal émipavéotuta japtuphoas, e&AGe 
to Blov.) TadTa diddéas ae), & rad mapa 
TGV admoctsAwy euabev, & Ka 7 exKAn- 
ola mapadidwow, & ral udva early GAno7. 


==6'4; p, 1769 


CHAPTER IV. 19 


ON THE ORPHIO VERSES, AND (BY WAY OF DIGRESSION) ON THE SIBYLLINE ORACLES, 
QUOTED IN OPPOSITION TO THE HHATHEN BY JUSTIN AND OTHER ANCIENT WRITERS. 


1. Let us now, in the second place, examine Zwicker’s 
conjecture about the Orphic verses, which is more absurd '* insulsio- 
certainly than any poetical fiction. Respecting these verses eats 
he writes thus?; “ These ravings, fictions, and extraordinary 
notions of Simon Magus, with the additional polishing? of a hae 
Cerinthus, of which more will soon be said, certainly seem, if é 
I am not greatly mistaken, to have been the first outlines 
and elements of the verses of Orpheus, (a heathen, and,’ 
according to Pausanias, a magician too,) which are quoted by 
Justin Martyr in his Exhortation to the Greeks, and which 
are to the following effect » ;— 

‘ By the Father’s Word I adjure thee, which He uttered first 
When He established the whole universe by His own counsels.’ 
These verses some impostor, who was a disciple of Simon 
Magus, seems to have circulated first among the Christians 
under the name of Orpheus, as one to whom in very ancient 
times a great many writings of other authors were attributed, 
according to Suidas, on account of the celebrity of his name,. 
as though they were his genuine works, that so they might 
acquire greater authority. These also Justin afterward made 
sacred in his own eyes and those of others, as having been 
derived by Orpheus from the doctrines of Moses.” He adds [292] 
presently ; “ That Justin, relying upon these verses of Orpheus, 
together with others, put forth his view respecting the gene- 


ration from the Father of Christ, as the Mind, Word, and 
' 
« Tren. pp. 15, 16. : 
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254 The Orphic Verses known before the time of Simon. 


Reason of the Father, (observe,) before the foundation of the 
world, in order that the world might be created by Him, and 
that He might come down to men, and at last also become 
man.” The heretical writer rests upon these two supports, 
1. That these verses were forged by the Simonians under the 
name of Orpheus; 2. That Justin, relying on these same 
verses, put forth his view about the generation of the Word 
before the foundation of the world. 

2. With respect to the former point, it is a gratuitous 
assertion of his own; nor can he, produce even the slightest 
argument for his opinion. Indeed, there are not wanting 
very manifest reasons for the contrary. For, first, Justin 
cites these verses as already well known, and long before 
received among the heathen, under the name of Orpheus ; so 
that it is very unlikely that they were the forgery of a new 
and obscure sect, almost unknown among the heathen. 
Justin thus prefaces his quotation from these Orphic verses ° ; 
“For I suppose it is not unknown to some of you, who have 
no doubt read the histories of Diodorus and those of the rest 
who have treated of these things, that Orpheus, and Homer, 
and Solon who wrote laws for the Athenians, and Pythagoras, 
and Plato, and some others, after having visited Egypt and 
got assistance from the books of Moses, afterwards taught 
the contrary to that which they had before erroneously 
thought respecting the gods.” 

3. In these words (if I mistake not) Justin intimates the 
true origin of the Orphic verses, namely, that some writer of 
considerable antiquity, who was acquainted with both the 
Mosaic writings and the Jewish system, had long before 
published those verses under the name of Orpheus, (for 
I should not believe with Justin that Orpheus was himself 
the author of them,) and that they were well known among 
the heathen some centuries before the birth of Justin, as the 
verses of the most famous poet Orpheus. I hold it, I say, 
most probable that the Orphic verses proceeded from the 


se [oe yap AavOdvety evious budy oluat,  TlAdtwy kad 4Ado twrs, ev TH Aiyirry 
EVTUXOVTAS MAVTWS TOU TH TE Aodwpov yevduevor kad ec THs Moicéws ioroptas 
ioropia wat Tos THY hoimdy Tév wept awpednbévTes, SaTEpoy évdyTia THY mpore- 
TovTwY LoTOpnoavTwY, OTL Kal “Ophevs - pwy ur) KaAdS wep) OeGy SofdyTwY avrors 
rah Opnpos kal Sdarwv, 6 Tos vdjous dmepyvavto. |—Cohort. ad Greecos, p. 
AOnvalois yeypapas, nad Tvduydpas kad 15. {$14. p. 18.] 
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Jewish system’. For the man who denies that heathen cuar. rv. 
writers borrowed much from the writings of Moses and the Brad 
Hebrews, surely deserves to be censured as wanting either wie 
_-in wisdom or modesty, This fact is abundantly deutiied 

by the undoubted writings of the heathen, which teach 
things respecting the unity of God and the creation of the 
world, which could scarcely, if at all, have been known or 
learnt from any other source than the Church of God. Now 
the Jewish religion then chiefly began to be known to the 
heathen, when that people was first expelled from their 
- country, and scattered among the various nations of the 
world ; and afterwards the divine oracles themselves, (by the 
singular providence of God, preparing the way for the call 
of the Gentiles,) were translated by the LXX. elders at 
Alexandria, at king Ptolemy’s command, into. Greek, the 
common language of most nations. Who can wonder, then, 
if from that time there should be found in the writings of 
heathens, some things that are in agreement with the Jewish 
system? 

4. But (you will ask) how can this be applied to the Orphic 
verses, since in them there is mention made of the Adyos or 20 
Word, as that by which all things were created, which was 
unknown even to the Jews themselves? I answer; That the 
Word of God was well known to the Jews, is abundantly 
testified by the Chaldee- Paraphrase, which gives the name 
-of WH or NW, that is, the Word, to that [Power] by 
which God makes and orders’ all things; a subject on which oe 
many conimentators have written fully. Among others see 
Hugo Grotius, in his note on John, chaps. i. and il.; who 
there goes so far as to conjecture, that the writer of the [294] 
Orphic verses took his views concerning the Logos from the 
Hebrews; and that he was followed by Heraclitus, (in whose 
works Amelius has observed that this term is found in the 
same sense,) and Heraclitus by Plato and the Platonists. 

This subject, however, has been exhausted by the very learned 
Dr. Allix, in his treatise entitled, “ The Judgment of the 
ancient Jewish Church, in opposition to the Unitarians.” 

5. I will observe in passing, that I hold the opinion that 
the Sibylline oracles also, which Justin and others after 
him alleged respecting Christ, in opposition to the heathen, 
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256 The Sibylline Verses ; not at first corrupted by Christians. 


might possibly have emanated from the same source. For I 
cannot be induced to believe that these prophecies were forged 
by the fathers of the primitive Church, or were obtruded 
on them by pious frauds, as some learned men confidently 
assert ; thus rashly and immodestly casting, what our 
countryman Montague‘ calls an insufferable reproach, on 
those holy bishops. For what do they produce in support 
of so strange an assertion? Surely nothing but mere vain 
surmises. Whilst, on the contrary, the reasons which make 
for us are clear. For, in the first place, who can suppose that 
Justin and other fathers (men of piety and wisdom) would 
have dared to allege the spurious and supposititious verses of 
the Sibyls, in the presence of emperors, and before nations, 
(to whom those oracles could not but have been very well 
known,) in defence of their faith, appealing with the greatest 
confidence even to the very copies which were preserved by 
the pagans? Indeed Justin, near the end of his Exhortation, 
appeals to the Sibylline oracles about Christ, as notorious ‘to 
all the world. These are his words’; “ Be convinced by the 
most venerable and ancient Sibyl, whose books, as it happens, 
are preserved throughout the world,” &c. Ido not indeed 
forget that the pagans once objected against the Christians, 
that they had inserted much [of their own] into the Sibyl- 
line verses; for Celsus pretended as much; as we learn 
from Origen’s work against Celsus, vii.£ But yet I also 


know Origen’s answer to Celsus in the same passage, to wit, 


that he had not pointed out what those passages were which 
the Christians inserted, which he unquestionably would have 
done if he had had copies more ancient or more free from 
corruption. And indeed if such a fraud on the part of the 
Christians had been detected in the days of Celsus, Theo- 
philus, Clement of Alexandria, Origen, &c., would have been 
the most foolish and barefaced of men, who did not blush 
afterwards, to allege these same oracles in opposition to 
the heathen. 

6. Besides, we find some passages in heathen writers, who 
lived either before the birth of Christ, or at the very time at 


4 Appar. iii. D- 41, Hh reo oateoOu sunbives K.T.AL 
& relodnre TH apxaiorarn Ka) odd3pa —{g 38. p 
TUAGLE SiBUAAN, HS TAs BiBarous ev waon * 1 P. 369, a8 53, 56, PP. 732, 734.) 
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which our Lord was living upon earth, that are taken from 
those Sibylline books, which exactly correspond with what 
the Fathers quote from the same writings. Justin Martyr 
(Apol. ii.8) quotes the Sibyls as predicting the conflagration 
of the world in these words; ‘ The Sibyl and Hystaspis said, 
that there would be a dissolution of all corruptible things by 
fire.” Ovid had taught (Metam, i. 256") the same out of 
the prophetic books ;— 
“ He remembers too that it is fated that a time shall come, 


When sea, and earth, and the dome of -heaven being seized by fire 
Shall burn, and the whole mass of the universe shall be consumed.” 


The early Christians brought forward many passages out of the 
Sibylline oracles concerning their King Messiah, who was to 
bring peace and salvation to the whole world. But Cicero, 
(On Divination, book ii.) says, that in favour of Julius Cesar, 
(who was really, though not in name, then king,) the follow- 
ing sentence was produced by an interpreter of the Sibylline 
books; “If we would be saved, we must have a king ;?— 
a prophecy, which even Molinzeus' (though otherwise not very 
favourable to the oracles of the Sibyls) declares that he thinks 
pointed to Christ and His kingdom, whereby salvation has 
been procured for all who are obedient to his sway; as Gro- 
tius also thought, on Matthew ii. 1. 

7. The clearest passages, however, are those which Virgil, 
in his fourth Eclogue, takes from the Cumzan verses, con- 
cerning the Boy, who should descend from heaven, be born 
of a Virgin, rule over the whole world, blot out the sins of 
mankind, and slay the serpent, and bring back the golden 
age ;—all which the poet, gathering from the circumstances 
of the time that the period designated by the Sibyl had 
arrived, yet not catching the true sense of these prophecies, 
applied with shameful flattery (or, if you will, with poetic 
licence) to Saloninus the son of Pollio, who was then just 
born. Respecting these, again, Molinzus professes), that, 
after an attentive persual, he had often been carried away in 
amazement, how it should have happened, that the verses 


& SlBvrdrAa 8¢ kad “Yordoms yevhoe- Quo mare, quo tellus, correptaque 
cba Tav PbapTav dvddAwow Sia wupds regia coeli f 
%pacav.—t Apol. i. 20. p. 55.] Ardeat, et mundi moles operosa 
h Hsse quoque in fatis reminiscitur _ __ laboret. ay. 
affore tempus, i Vates, iii. 14. J Ubi supra. 
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258 Molineus on the 4th Eclogue of Virgil; these predictions 


prminve Of this Eclogue applied so exactly to the birth and kingdom 
mars Of Christ; which Virgil professes to have derived from the 
catnorto yerses of the Sibyl. Molinzus adds, that greater weight 
onvne® attaches to these verses, inasmuch as they were written by 
21 ‘Virgil at Rome (where the Sibylline books were kept in the 
- Palatine library) at the very time when Christ was born in 
Judea. It will be worth our while to transcribe here the 
verses of Virgil, as Molinzeus has illustrated them by his com- 
ment; “The poet therefore, raising his song above the style 

of an Eclogue, thus begins * :— ; 

“¢ Sicilian Muse, begin a loftier strain !’ 


[297] “ He then adds! :— 


“¢ And now the last period predicted in Cumeean verse has come ; 
The great cycle of the ages is beginning its course anew. 
Now the Maiden is returning, the reign of Saturn is returning, 
And a new progeny is being sent down from the high heaven. 
Do but thou, chaste Lucina, smile upon the Boy now being born, 
Under whom the iron race shall first come to an end, 
PB And they of the golden age shall spring up over the whole world.’ 


“ Surely this is wonderful; the Maiden, the birth of the 
Boy, the descent from heaven, the golden age under him, 
and all taken from the Sibylline verses, and that at the very 
time at which Christ was being, born. He afterwards ad- 
dresses the Boy in these words™ ;— 

“ ¢ Under Thy guidance, if any traces of our sin remain, 
They shall be put away, and shall free the earth from continued dread.’ 

“He predicts that our sins would be blotted out by this 
Boy. Alas! how different is this from the usual strain of — 
poets! but he also promises the destruction of the serpent 
under the reign of this Boy ® ;— 


« ¢ Phe serpent shall perish ; and the deceiving poisonous herb 
Shall die, and the balsam of Assyria shall everywhere spring up.’ 


Sicelides Musee paulo majora 
canamus.—[Virg. Eel. iv. 1.] 

Ultima Cumeei venit jam car- 
minis etas, 

Magnus ab integro seclorum 
nascitur ordo. 

Jam redit et Virgo, redeunt 
Saturnia regna. , 

Jam nova progenies ccelo de- 
mittitur alto. 

Tu modo nascenti puero, quo 
ferrea primum 


Desinet, ac toto surget gens 
aurea mundo, 

Casta fave Lucina ——, [Ibid. 
4 


Te duce, si qua manent sceleris 
vestigia nostri, ; 

Irrita perpetua solvent formi- 
dine terras.—[Tbid. 13.] 

Occidet et serpefs, et fallax 
herba veneni ; 

Occidet, Assyrium vulgo nasce- 
tur amomum.—t{Ibid, 24.] 
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** And a little after ° ;— 


“« —— and with the virtues of his Father shall he rule 
The world in peace.’ 

«By the fallax herba veneni, ‘ the deceiving poisonous herb,’ 
understand false doctrines and the worship of idols; and by 
the Assyrium amomum, ‘the balsam of Assyria,’ which was 
everywhere to spring up, the doctrine of the Gospel, which was 
to be carried round the world. For no doubt in the Sibylline 
verses it was the Syriwm amomum which was everywhere to 
grow; Judea being in Syria, from which the preaching of the 
Gospel first came forth; but Virgil put Assyrium instead of 
Syrium, making this easy alteration for the sake of the metre.” 

8. You will ask, whence the heathen obtained these so clear 
oracles concerning Christ? I reply, from the Jews, espe- 
cially those of the dispersion, who, on every occasion which 
was given or taken, used boastingly to publish the most magni- 
ficent descriptions of their King Messiah out of the oracles of 
their prophets ; for from the time when the Jews were driven 
into exile, the promises and predictions of the prophets con- 
cerning thé Messiah and the coming age were understood by 
the whole people of God more clearly than they had ever been 
_ before; God’s gracious providence so ordering it, that His 
people in their deepest afflictions, and when groaning under a 
foreign rule, might be raised up by the hope of those promises. 
Abundant evidence of this occurs in the writings of those He- 

brews who lived in the interval between the Babylonian cap- 
tivity and the coming of our Lord. If, however, any one doubt 
whether the fame and knowledge of these oracles reached the 
heathen, let him consider but that one remarkable prophecy 
-only, which both Cornelius Tacitus and Suetonius mention as 
having before the coming of Christ spread throughout the whole 
world,—that out of Judea should arise one who should have 
[universal] empire’. “The persuasion prevailed among many,” 
says Tacitus’, Hist. v. 13, “that there was contained in the 
ancient writings of the priests [a prophecy], that at that very 
time the East should grow strong, and that there should 
come from Judea those who should have [universal] empire.” 
° Pacatumque reget patriis virtuti- sacerdotum literis contineri, eo ipso 


bus orbem.—[ Ibid. 17.] tempore fore ut valesceret oriens, pro- 
P Pluribus persuasio inerat, antiquis fectique Judeea rerum potirentur. 
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260 The history of the Sibylline books ; they were finally’ 


While Suetonius, in his Vespasian, chap. 4, says; “ There 
had spread all through the East an ancient and uniform 
opinion, that the fates had decreed that at that time should 
come from Judea those that should have [universal] empire.” 

9. If you ask again, in what way these Jewish oracles 
could have crept into the Sibylline books, which were kept 
in the Capitol at Rome? the answer is obvious; The books, 
which they called Sibylline, were of two kinds; some bought 
by Tarquin and preserved in the Capitol down to the days of 
Sylla, when the Capitol was destroyed by fire, and these books 
burnt; these must have proceeded from the devil, since it is 
plain from Livy, that in them were prescribed many impious 
and idolatrous superstitions. But besides these, others also 
had been brought from Erythre by the three ambassadors, 
(whom the Roman senate entrusted with that business after the 
restoration of the Capitol,) and had been subsequently laid up 
at Rome in the Capitol. These verses, Lactantius informs us, 
i. 6, 12, amounted to a thousand in number. _ But Cornelius 
Tacitus states also, that persons had been sent by Octavius 
Augustus into different parts in quest of othets. In his 
Annals, vi. 12, he says™; ‘“ When the verses of the Sibyl had 
been collected in Samos, Ilion, Erythre, and also throughout 
Africa, Sicily, and the Italian colonies, the duty was assigned 
to the priests of distinguishing, so far as human means enabled 
them, which of them were genuine.” And Suetonius, in his 
Augustus, chap. 31, tells us’; “ Whatever prophetic books 
in Greek and Latin were in common circulation, whose 
authors were unknown or of no authority, he collected from 
every quarter, to the number of above two thousand, and 
burnt them, retaining only the Sibylline; and these only 
after a careful selection had been made; and laid them up in 
two golden cases beneath the pedestal* of the Palatine Apollo.” 
Of this collection too Dionysius of Halicarnassus, iv., writes 


4 Percrebuerat oriente toto vetus et 
constans opinio, esse in fatis, ut eo 
tempore Judzea profecti rerum poti- 
rentur. 

r Queesitis Samo, Ilio, Erythris, per 
Africam etiam ac Siciliam et Italicas 
colonias carminibus Sibylle, .. datum 
sacerdotibus negotium, quantum hu- 
mana ope potuissent, vera discernere, 


§ Quicquid fatidicorum librorum 
Greeci Latinique generis nullis vel 
parum idoneis auctoribus vulgo fere- 
batur, supra duo millia contracta un- 
dique cremavit, ac solos retinuit Sibyl- 
linos; hos quoque delectu habito; 
condiditque duobus forulis auratis sub 
Palatini Apollinis basi. 
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as follows*; “ But those which are now extant,” (meaning cuar. rv. 
the Sibylline oracles,) “are such as have been collected from —S ® 9. 
different places; some brought from the cities of Italy, 

others from Erythrae in Asia, and others again from different 
cities, copies of some being even derived from private indi- 
viduals.” Now in this search after Sibylline prophecies, who 

does not see at once that many foreign, and those too Jewish, 22 
prophecies might easily have been regarded as Sibylline 
verses (all the more remarkable oracles, as these especially 
were, commonly bearing that celebrated name), and with the 
rest might have been removed to Rome? since it was quite 
impossible for the Roman priests, in so great an abundance 

of prophetic books, to determine for certain which were [300] 
genuine and which were not. For what sure criterion could 

those priests have had for distinguishing the real verses of 

the Sibyl from those which were false and spurious? Was 

that ancient original ', which had been burnt along with the ' aitéypa- 
Capitol, so familiar to them that they were able, when they me 

saw a copy, easily to recollect what portion of it agreed with 

the original, and what did not? Surely not! For (besides the 

fact, that the Sibylline prophecies were consulted but seldom, 

and only on extraordinary occasions), the original of the Sibyl- 

line verses was lost A.U.C. 671, that is, B.c. 81. Whereas the 
selection above mentioned was made at Rome 4.U.c. 741, that 

is, B.C. 11, when Augustus himself held the office of Pontifex 
“Maximus; so that between this selection and the time when 

the original of the Sibylline verses was destroyed ‘with the 
Capitol, there was an interval of seventy clear years. Or lastly, 

when the book of the Sibylline verses was burnt with the 
Capitol, did any other copies’ survive at Rome, as Baronius "? alia anti- 
thinks? That is extremely improbable; for,as Molineus rightly §?"* 
observes, if these verses had survived the destruction of the 
Capitol, the Senate would not have despatched ambassadors 
through Greece in quest of Sibylline verses, to repair this loss, 

What rule then had those priests left, whereby to distinguish 

the genuine Sibylline verses from the spurious? Certainly 

none. Hence the cautious remark of Tacitus in the passage 
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262 Sibylline prophecies evidently derived from the Jews. 


we have quoted from him; “so far as human means enabled 
them.” 

10. Thus the origin of the Sibylline oracles, as they are 
called, concerning Christ, seems to me to be plain enough, 
namely, that they came from the Jews. And so Gregory 
Nazianzen of old judged correctly, who in his poem to Neme- 
sius says, that Trismegistus and the Sibyl did not utter under 
divine inspiration all that they prophesied concerning God, 
but took it from the sacred books of the Hebrews, which they 
had happened to read! ;— 

“Not from God, but having looked at my books ¥.” 


Here his only mistake is, that he thought that those oracles 


'. were compiled by the Sibyls themselves. So also before him 


2 eis év On- 


Ovvouca. 


Clement of Alexandria calls the Sibyl, “the prophetess of 
the Hebrews,” in his Admonition to the Gentiles, pp. 46, 47 *. 
Seg also the note of Grotius on Matt. ii.1. And indeed in 
those verses themselves there are not. a few passages which 
exhibit no obscure indications of this their origin. Such is 
that which is quoted by Lactantius in praise of the Jewish 
nation, in iv. 209 :— 

“ Godlike race of happy heaven-born Jews.” 
And again ?,— 

“But when Rome shall be lord also of Egypt, 


Continuing long united in one ?, then shall the supreme kingdom 
Of the King immortal over men appear.” 


These words simply contain a clear exposition of the pro- 
phecy of Daniel respecting the empire which God should 
give to Messiah, after the posterity of Seleucus and Lagus 
ceased to reign. Of the same kind is that which is said of ~ 
the elevation of the Holy City, namely Jerusalem, to be the 
metropolis of the entire world * ;— 

* And the city which God made, He made it 
Brighter than the stars, and the sun, and the moon.” 

Moreover, the compiler of the Sibylline verses almost 
everywhere speaks the sentiments of the Jews concerning 
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Messiah’s kingdom. Of the universal peace which was to omap. rv. 


come to pass in the days of the Messiah, he writes thus»;— _$ 9-1) 
.“ And the wolves contend in sport! with lambs upon the mountains ; [302] 


For the lynxes eat grass together with the kids, 1 dusAroby- 
Bears with calves and with all human beings together; noes 

The carnivorous animals shall eat grass at the mangers : 

And dragons shall sleep with motherleéss infants.” 


Compare Isaiah xi. 6,7, and Ixv. 25. In another passage 
respecting the fertility of nature ° ;— 
“ And then shall God give great joy to men; 
For earth and trees, and earth’s countless nurslings, 
Shall yield the true fruit to mankind 


Of wine and sweet honey, and white milk 
_ And bread, which to mortals is the best [gift] of all.” 


And again, in like manner ¢ ;— 


“And the sacred land of the godly alone shall yield all this : 
Streams of honey from the rock and from the fountain, 
And the milk of ambrosia shall flow for all the righteous.” 


Here is to be especially observed, [what is said] of the 
especial privilege of the Holy Land, i.e. of Judea. In almost 
the same words does the prince of poets, from the Cumzan 
verses, describe the golden age of his King, who should be 
born, in the Eclogue which we have just quoted. 

11. Now all that I have said I would have to be understood 
in the first place of the Sibylline oracles adduced by Justin, 
Clement, Theophilus, and the more ancient fathers; meanwhile 23 
I do not deny, that by the Christians of later times some in- 
terpolations were made in the Sibylline books, Among this 
class must be placed that acrostic, which Constantine (or as 
some say Eusebius) mentioned in his Oration to the Saints, 
chap. 18, where the first letters of the verses form these words, 
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"Inoods Xpictds, Oeod Tids, LorIp, VTavpds—|[Jesus Christ, 
Son of God, Saviour, Cross :] of which certainly neither Justin, 
nor Theophilus, nor Clement of Alexandria has anywhere 
made mention; although Cicero also (On Divination, 11.) 
speaks of a certain acrostic of the Sibyl; but he nowhere 
tells us what was contained in it. Without doubt those 
Sibylline oracles are also spurious, in which some actions of 
Christ are narrated with such clearness and exact statement _ 
of every circumstance, that one would suppose they contained 
history rather than prophecy. Of this kind is that about the 
miracle of the loaves, quoted by Lactantins, iv. 15° ;— 
“ With five loaves in all and with two fishes 
Shall He satisfy five thousand men in the wilderness. 


And having taken afterward all the fragments that remain, 
_ He shall fill twelve baskets for the hope of many.” 


Who ean suppose that these lines and others like them, 
which are found in Lactantius, are not taken from the history 
of the Gospel? It is certain nothing of this kind is to be 
found quoted. by Justin, Theophilus, and Clement from the 
Sibylline oracles ; and as they were most studious readers of 
the Sibylline verses, and on other occasions seized every oppor- 
tunity of assailing the pagan religion with its own weapons, 
they would never have passed over these so plain prophecies 
about Christ, if they had met with them in the Sibylline books 
that were received in their time. But Lactantius, who wrote 
about the beginning of the fourth century, after Constantine 
had professed himself a Christian, was the first to produce 
these verses under the name of the Sibyls in opposition to 
the heathen. 

12. The following then is the result of this discussion. 
In the first place, it is certain that there were extant among 
the heathen, before the birth of Christ, some prophecies held 
to be Sibylline, wherein were set forth the worship of one God 
and what pertained to the Messiah’s future kingdom; and 
to which accordingly Justin and other primitive Christians . 
rightly and most justly appealed in their controversies against 
the heathen. In the second place, it is most probable that 
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those oracles did not, as was thought, come from the Sibyls 
themselves, who were heathen women; but from wise men, 
who flourished among the people of God (I mean the Jews) 
after the Babylonian captivity ; and there is no reason why we 
should be surprised that these men more fully and plainly 
laid open* the obscurer declarations of the prophets; espe- 
cially if the divine plan be more deeply considered, by which 
it was brought about that, as the times of the Gospel ap- 
proached, the evangelical promises and predictions should 
more clearly shine forth ; God no doubt intending that before 
~ the Sun which was to arise, there should be, as it were, a 
kind of dawn. Lastly, it is but too plain, that some things 
were afterwards added to these oracles to give them a clearer 
explanation ; while others again were invented and put 
together by some idle men who were professed Christians. 
This, as Molineus rightly judged, the old Serpent seems to 
haveeffected with the design, that by there being much that 
was false intermingled with the true, doubt might be thrown 
even upon the true. This much have I said by the way, 
about the Sibylline oracles, and I hope it will not be unac- 
ceptable to the reader. I now return to the Orphic verses 
and Zwicker. d 

13. And one argument I shall now at last produce, which 
will put it beyond all controversy, that the Orphic verses 
which Justin cited (whatever might have been their origin ‘), 
certainly could not have been the invention of any Simonian. 
It is this; that they contain such statements, concerning God 
and the creation of the world, as are utterly at variance with 
the Simonian heresy. For every one knows, who has ever 
had even the slightest acquaintance with Ireneus, Tertullian, 
and other fathers, who have written about the Simonians, that 
those heretics taught that the visible world was not created 
by God Himself, nor through’? His Word, but by inferior 
powers. The author of the Orphic verses, on the contrary, 
everywhere affirms that this visible world is the work of the 
Supreme God Himself, and that it was created through the 
Word, as may be seen from that long passage of the Orphic 


4 [Tatian, the disciple of Justin, says critus the Athenian, who was contem- 
that. the verses which are attributed porary with Pisistratus. 41. p. 275. B.] 
to Orpheus were composed by Onoma- 


OHAP. IV. 
§ 11—138. 


[304] 


1 enucle- 
asse. 


2 Sid. 
[305] 


PRIMITIVE 
TRA DITION 
oY THE 
CATHOLIC 
OHURCH. 


24: 


1 prorsus 
emote 
mentis. 


[306] 


2 ne apice 
tamen ullo 
innuens, 


266 Justin did not derive the doctrine of the Word from these 


verses which is cited by Justin’ Those verses too which 
Zwicker quotes in part, and which follow soon after in the 
same place of Justin, contain this same doctrine. ‘They are 
as follow ® ;— 
“T adjure thee by heaven, the work of God great and wise ; 
I adjure’thee by the Father’s Word, which He uttered at the first, 
When He established the whole world by His own counsels.” 

I should therefore suppose that anybody, rather than a 
disciple of Simon, was the author. of these verses. And now 
of Zwicker’s conjecture (or rather his wild dream) that the 
Orphic verses were a forgery of the Simonians, more than 
enough has been said. 

14. It is followed by another invention of his, not less 
(nay much more) absurd, and utterly void of all semblance 
of truth; to the effect that it was in reliance on these Orphic 
verses that Justin propounded his notion of the generation of 
the Word before the foundation ofthe world. For, who that 
had not lost his understanding * entirely, could even suspect 
that a man of sanctity and discretion could have built his 
belief and opinion respecting a primary article of Christianity 
on the verses of a heathen, nay more (as Zwicker observes), 
of a magician; or have been willing to depart from the rule 
of apostolic doctrine (which prevailed everywhere in the 
Church before him), under the influence of an argument so 
slight, nay so utterly nought? Besides, Justin never for- 
mally quotes these Orphic verses for the purpose of establish- 
ing his opinion respecting the divine generation of Christ. 
It is only twice (if I remember rightly) that he cites the 
Orphic verses, namely, in his Exhortation to the Gentiles - 
and in his treatise On the Divine Monarchy*; and in both 
passages he is simply engaged in defending the unity of 
God against the polytheism of the heathen. In the former 
passage, indeed, he incidentally, and as it were by the way, 
mentions and comments on these Orphic statements’ about 
the Father’s Word and Voice; without the slightest hint. 
that he had learnt the generation of the Word from Orpheus; 


s Exhortation to the Greeks, pp. ~ taro mpdrov 
15, 16. [pp. 18, 19.] - jira Kéomov dmayta Eats ornpl- 
ovpavey dpxigo ge Ocod peydrou taro BovAats.—[Tbid. | 
copov épyov, i (15. p. 18:] 


abdiy dpuivw ce Matpds, tiv pey- k 12, p- 87.) 


verses; says it was taken into them Jrom the Old Test. 267 


on the contrary, he expressly affirms, that that writer had 
borrowed his own statements about the Word, from the sacred 
oracles of the Old Testament. What Justin says is this!; 
“‘ He here gives the name ‘Voice’ to the Word of God, by 
whom the heaven and the earth and all the creation was 
made, as we”’ (observe the word) “‘ are taught by the sacred 
prophecies of holy men, which he also partially becoming 
acquainted with in Egypt, knew that all the creation was 
made by the Word of God.” The reader of these words of 
Justin will (I doubt not) wonder with what face Zwicker 
~ could have said ™, that Justin “ accommodated, as did nearly 
all his successors, his opinion concerning Christ to the Orphic 
verses, as to a sort of divine foundation, and confirmed it by 
them.” But why do I loiter over trifles and follies so pal- 
pable? For certain it is, that merely to state this conjecture 
of Zwicker’s is, with all men of sense, to refute it, 
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CHAPTER V. 


THAT JUSTIN DID NOT LEARN WHAT HE HAS ADVANCED ABOUT THE WORD, 
IN THE SCHOOL OF PLATO. 


1. HavinG considered, and on the best possible ground 
rejected, those primary causes, which, as Zwicker surmises, 
led Justin to ascribe a divine nature to Jesus Christ; it. 
remains that we should now also bring under review those 
secondary causes, of Zwicker’s own invention, that set forward 
Justin in what he is pleased to call his error. And I cannot 
doubt, but that, having so routed the main body of arguments, 
which the heretic drew up in array against divine truth, we 
shall obtain an easy victory over his subsidiary forces. Of 
these secondary causes he enumerates four*; namely, [1.] 
“The love of the Platonic philosophy. [2.] The memory of 
Gentilism not yet wholly obliterated. [8.] The custom of 
placing excellent men in the number of the gods. [4.] Lastly, 
the scruple and dread of worshipping one, who was a mere 
man.” ; 

2. Before, however, we examine these causes, the inventions 
of an infelicitous mind, singly and in their several order, I can- 
not refrain from making (for my reader’s sake) this general 
observation ; that, although Zwicker boasts that he has settled 
the business, and that the origin of the opinion touching this 
new production of Christ is manifestly laid open, he is yet 
really in doubt and absolutely uncertain, by what means, if 
not from the Scriptures and the teaching of the Apostles, the 
doctrine of the Divinity of the Son could have been intro- 
duced into the Christian Churches. For if he could have 
been certain about some one cause, to which the origin of 
this doctrine could be ascribed, why did he excogitate causes, 
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So various, and, as will afterwards appear, so absolutely 
contradictory to one another? For in the first place he 
endeavours to shew, that the doctrine of the Catholic Church 
respecting the divine nature of the Son arose from the Simo- 
_ nian heresy; and in this stronghold (though but a castle in 
the air, and, as we have seen, most easily demolished) he evi- 
dently placed the main defence of his heresy. But not feeling 
himself secure even here, he sought out for himself another 
hiding place in the fiction, that certain verses, under the 
name of Orpheus, had been forged by the Simonians, which 
led Justin, and the whole Church after him, into the error, as 
he deems it, of the Divinity of the Son. But what could be 
more silly than such a story? Accordingly, distrusting this 
stronghold also, he calls in to the aid of his desperate cause 
a quaternion of other causes. And now he thinks he is 
enjoying a brilliant triumph over vanquished truth, vaunting 
that the question is quite settled, and that the origin of the 
doctrine respecting the new production of Christ, and so the 
new Christ, is manifest. But even yet he is not so secure 
as he wished to appear; and therefore, after enumerating 
all the said causes, he kept an &c. in reserve for himself; 
so that, if they also should fail, he might either devise others 
himself according to his fancy, or at least suggest to his 
reader some handle for invention. The fact is, Zwicker had 
determined to reject the doctrine of the divine nature of 
the Son, as absurd, and as (what he is always proclaiming, 
but nowhere proves) repugnant to sound reason. With the 
view, therefore, of subserving this hypothesis of his, he pre- 
ferred attributing the origin of that doctrine to any cause 
whatever, to allowing (what the evident state of the case 
most plainly demonstrates) that in the primitive Churches 
throughout the world, it had been delivered and promulged, 
‘as a part of the apostolical preaching, along with the Gospel 
itself. But we will now examine these subsidiary causes one 
by one. 

3. Of the causes, which, it is pretended, moved Justin and 
others who followed him to embrace the opinion of Christ’s 
divinity, the first in order (according to Zwicker) is “the 
knowledge and love of the Platonic philosophy.”” The heretic 
no doubt meant to insinuate, that Justin, who had previously 


CHAP. V. 


8.1284 


[309] 


PRIMITIVE 
TRADITION 
OF THE 
CATHOLIC 
CHUROH. 


[310] 


1 taxat. 


m™po€eKor- 
Tov. 


270 Platonism alleged as a cause of Justin’s believing as he did. 


been a disciple of the Platonic philosophy, was, even after his 
receiving the faith of Christ, too fond of the principles of 
his old master, and transferred into Christian teaching what 
he had read in Plato concerning the: Logos, and so adulte- 
rated what had been before the simple and pure Gospel 
with a mixture of heathen philosophy. This is at this day 
the uniform statement and repeated cry of our Unitarians ; 
“ Platonism, Platonism,” say they, “ first corrupted the pure © 
tradition of the Apostles.” I, however, for my part, am 
certain, that Zwicker and others, who cherish in their breast 
so disparaging an opinion of that most excellent and incom- 
parable man, (whom Photius” has deservedly honoured with 
this most distinguished eulogy, that he was “a man, neither 
in time nor in goodness far removed from the Apostles,’’) 
are either perfect strangers to his writings, or wish to deal with 
the venerable father in a way that is contrary to all the rules, 
not only of charity, but of justice. For how often, how openly, 
with what earnest zeal and affection, does this very Justin, 
(whom the heretic in these unworthy ways calumniates,) 
confess, that, after he knew Christ; he utterly renounced the 
philosophy, not only of Plato, but of every other sect, and 
reverenced the most sacred oracles of Scripture only! Read 
his incomparable Dialogue with Trypho the Jew; in it (not 
far from the beginning) he acknowledges that, while he was 
yet ignorant of Christ, he was an admirer of the Platonic 
philosophy especially ; but in the same passage he also sharply 
censures' that his former folly. These are his words*; “ While 
I was in uncertainty, I thought good to converse with the 
Platonists; for their reputation too was great; and accord- 
ingly I spent my time chiefly with an intelligent man, who 
had lately come to live in our city, and was eminent among 
the Platonists ; and I made progress’, and advanced very much 
every day. What pleased me especially was the understand- 
ing of incorporeal things; and the contemplation of ideas 
elevated my thought; and within a short time I began to 
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think I had become a wise man; and in my stupidity * £ 
expected I should soon see God. 2 
Dialogue, he sets forth the reasons by which he was led from _ 
the Platonic to the Christian philosophy, in the course of» 
(what I believe to be) an imaginary conversation, in which 


Afterwards, in the same 
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he introduces an aged’ man of venerable aspect talking with ? vetulum. 
him, while he was wandering alone. On his bringing forward ® * obtru- 


Plato and Pythagoras, and other philosophers, in opposition 
to the truth, the old man says this to him among other 
things‘; “‘I care not for Plato, nor for Pythagoras, nor in 


short * for any one at all who entertains such opinions: for ‘ 


the truth stands thus.” Then on Justin’s inquiring °, “ But 
whom besides can one have as a teacher, or whence gain 
assistance, if the truth is not even with these?” The old 
man answers‘; “There lived long ago, men more ancient 


than any of these reputed philosophers, happy, and good, and © 


pious, that spake by a divine Spirit, and foretold things to 
come, such as are now exactly happening: (they call them 
prophets:) these alone both saw the truth, and proclaimed 
it to mankind,” &c. The venerable old man says a good deal 
more in the same passage that is well worth reading; but 
what Justin’s own feelings were at the end of the conversa- 
tion, he tells us himself 2; “ A fire was immediately kindled 
in my soul, and I became possessed with a love of the pro- 
phets and of those men that are friends of Christ. And on 
discoursing over his words with myself, I found this alone 
to be safe and useful philosophy; in this way then, and by 
these means, am I a philosopher.” So that the love of Plato’s 
philosophy, with which Justin was inflamed before, was 
extinguished in him upon his discovery of the heavenly 
doctrine, and a new and ardent love for the sacred Scriptures 
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took its place, and penetrated the innermost heart of the 
holy man. 

4. With what care this heavenly: flame was afterwards 
cherished by Justin is very clear from his writings; in which 
he throughout extols the holy Scriptures with extraordinary 
praises, (lightly regarding philosophy even of the highest 
order, in comparison with them,) and every where appeals to 
them, strenuously affirming that all divine truth must be 
sought in them alone. Especially worthy of observation are 
his words, near the commencement of his Exhortation to 
the Gentiles. After shewing there at length, that nothing 
certain respecting divine things can be known or learnt in 
the writings of philosophers, of whatever sect they be, he at 
last concludes"; ‘ Since, therefore, it is not possible to learn 
anything true respecting religion from your teachers, who 
have given you sufficient proof of their own ignorance by their 
divisions among themselves, I think it remains for us to pass 
over to our ancestors, who are both much earlier in time 
than the teachers that existed among you, and who teach us 
nothing of their own private fancy, nor yet differ among 
themselves, or labour to overthrow each other’s teaching, but 
having received their knowledge from God without conten- 
tion and without party strife, instruct us in the same: for it 
was not possible for men to know things so great and divine, 
either by nature or by human thought, but only by the gift 
which in those ages * came down from above upon holy men.” 
What could have been said more clear, or more apposite to 
our purpose? Justin thought that nothing whatever of truth 
respecting divine things could be learnt with certainty from 
heathen philosophers, and that therefore we must always 
have recourse to inspired men when such subjects come to 
be treated of. Is it then likely that he himself wished to 
draw his doctrine respecting God and the divine Persons, 
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(surely by far the most sublime and heavenly among things omsp. v. 
great and divine,) from the writings either of Plato, or of any one 
other philosophical sect whatever? But in another passage 
also he expressly teaches, that in any questions whatever 
about religion the Scriptures alone are to be heard, our proofs 
to be derived from them, their words again and again incul- 
cated, that nothing in the world can be found out by any 
man better than what these Scriptures contain. His words 
occur in his Dialogue with Trypho to the following effect; 
“ For it is a ridiculous thing to see the sun, and the moon, 
-and the other stars, always pursuing the same path, and 
accomplishing the changes of the seasons; and a man who 
is an arithmetician', if one ask, how many twice two are, ! roy yng 
[not] ceasing to answer again ‘four,’ because he has often 5/7" 
said ‘four’ before; and all other things, in like manner, 
which are firmly allowed by general consent”, always asserted 2 raytos 
and confessed in the same way: and yet to see the man who *#2\27 
discourses out-of the prophetical Scriptures, leave them *, s egy. 
and not uniformly allege the same Scriptures, but imagine [314] 
himself able to produce a something better than the Scrip-. 97 
ture.” In these words he also very beautifully describes the 
supreme consistency of the Christian, with which he stedfastly 
cleaves to the Scriptures alone. As much as to say, You 
may more easily turn the. sun and the moon and the rest of 
the stars from their appointed course, or persuade a mathe- 
matician to desert his own well-known principles, than drive 
the true Christian from that his sacred standard and most 
certain rule of the Scriptures. Who now can even suspect, 
that on the fundamental doctrine of Christianity, Justin 
turned aside from the beaten path of Holy Scripture to 
strange dogmas, or wished to introduce into the Churches of 
*Christ a new doctrine concerning Christ, and so (once more 
to use Zwicker’s phrase) a new Christ, in opposition to the 
truth of Scripture itself, and also of that apostolic tradition 
which obtained everywhere before his time? 


i yedojov pev yap maya erry dpgv marylos Omoroyerrat, del ooo ‘ras A€ye- 
roy hAtov, Kal Thy ceAjyny, Kal Ta GAAG = wba Kal Spororyeiobas" Tdv de dnd ray 
torpe Thy avrhy ddby del Kal Tas TpoTas  ‘"ypapav Tay mpopnTiKay dpuirtas mowov- 
Tov Gpav Troeicbat, Kal Toy Pnprorindy pevov egy ron pn) Tas avras del Acyelw 
tivdpa, ei eberdgor 7d, 7a dls dv0 moon ypapas, GAN iyeiobar éauToy ced 
éo7), did Td TOAAGKIS Eipnkevat ort Téo- Tis ypapis yevvjcavra eimety.—Pp.3ll, 
capa, [ur] matoerOar Too mdAwy AEE 312. [§ 85. p. 182.] 
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274 Justin; that thePlatonic doctrines were borrowed from ours, 


5. What shall we say of the fact, that the excellent father 
(as if he had been a prophet, and had foreseen what was to 
come) has himself in his own words, as if on purpose, anti- 
cipated this calumny of Zwicker’s? For in more than one 
passage he expressly teaches, that the Christian doctrine 
about the Logos, although like the Platonic, was certainly 
not derived from the Platonists ; but that Plato rather derived 
whatever le wrote correctly about the Word of God, from 
the Church of God, to which that doctrine was of old partially 
known. Thus in the first Apology, after acknowledging, 
“that the doctrines of Plato are not repugnant to Christ’s 
(rt ovK addOTpLa eott Ta TINaTwvos Sidaypata ToD XpicTod), 
he presently adds * ; ‘ Whatever, therefore, has been well said 
among any people, is the property of us Christians; for the — 
Word of‘ the unbegotten and ineffable God we worship and 
love next after God, forasmuch as He also became man for 
our sake, in order that having been made a partaker of our 
affections also, He might likewise effect their cure. For all © 
writers, by the germ? of the implanted Word which is in 
them, were able dimly* to see the things that are; for the 
seed of anything, and the copy of it which, so far as is possible, 
is given to us, is one thing ; and the thing itself, of which the 
participation and imitation accrues to us according to the 
grace which is from Him, is another.” Here you will observe 
this also in passing, that Justin does not maintain what he 
has stated concerning the Logos, as his own private sentiment, 
but as the doctrine and belief that was common to all true 
Christians. He speaks, however, still more clearly on this 
subject in Apol. 1.) addressed to Antoninus, near the end; 
where after saying, that even Plato had learnt “that the whole 
world was. made by the Word of God” (Ady@ cod yeyevvy- 
c0at Tov mavTa Kocporv) ; nay more, that the Third Person of 
the Godhead, the Holy Spirit, was not entirely unknown to - 
Plato, he subjoins; “We therefore do not hold the same 


opinions with others, but they all express our views, copying 
pk 


doa oby mapd Tact KaAGs elpnra, 
huey tev Xpiortiavdy earl. tov yap ars 
ayevyntou kal dppytov Ocod Adyov pera 
Tov Ocdv mpockvvodper, Kad dyamrduer, 
émetd7} Ka) oe hucs dyOpwmos yéyover, 
Omrws Kal Tév malay TAY hweTépwy oULUs 
MeToxos yevouevos Kad tacw moimonrat. 
oi yap cvyypapeis mdvres, bid, TS evod~ 


ons €upvtov Tod Adyou omopas, duvdpas 
edvvavTo épay Ta byTa Erepov ydp eort 
onépua twos Kad wlunua kard Sdvayuy 
dobev, Kab Erepoyv avtd, ov Kata xdpiv 
THY am’ éxelvou 7 petovola Kab mlunas - 
ylverau.—P. 51. [Apol. ii. 13. p. 97.] 
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from us. With us, then, you may hear and learn these things ouar. v. 
from men who do not know even the forms of letters, illiterate eae e 
indeed and barbarians in speech, but wise and full of faith in 
understanding, and some of. them even maimed and blind; 
so that you may understand that it is not by human wisdom 
that these things are brought about, but that they are spoken 
through the power of God.’’ Surely this single passage of 
Justin is enough to overthrow utterly thaé entire mass of 
conjectures, (however large it be,) which Zwicker heaped up 
against manifest truth. For Justin here plainly teaches, 
_1. That the opinion of the universe having been created by 

the Word had not been borrowed, either by himself or any 

other Christian, from the writings of Plato; but that Plato. 
rather took his own doctrines about the Logos from the 
sacred books of the Christians (of the Old Testament, that is, 

as Justin shortly before in the same passage explains his 
meaning). 2. This same opinion he asserts and maintains - 
before the emperor and before-the nations, not as his own 
peculiar opinion, but as the belief and doctrine of the Catholic 
Church,—in other words, of all true Christians. Nay, he even 
shews, that the sacred mysteries of the Trinity were so com- 
monly and. so well known among Christians, that even unedu- [817] © 
cated and ignorant men, who knew not their alphabet, could 
discourse of them in a more divine and a clearer manner than 
‘could Plato himself. 3. From this he most justly concludes, 

that Christians had been taught that doctrine “not by human 
wisdom ” (od copia dvOpwzreia), (not from the writings of the 
Platonists, much less from the wild dreams of the worst of 28 
heretics), but put it forth “by the power of God” (duvdwe 
@cod), (that is, out of the divinely-inspired. Scriptures, and 
the apostolic teaching everywhere disseminatgd in the 
Church). Surely from such testimony it is abundantly clear, 

that St. Justin entertained the same opinion of the heathen 
philosophy in general, as Tertullian, and (according to the 
testimony of Tertullian) as all the ancient Catholic Christians 

did. Precious! indeed are his words, in his Prescription ' aurea. 
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primitive against Heretics, chap. 7,8™; “He” (Paul) “ takes us to 


TMDITION yeoord 1, that we ought to beware of philosophy, when he 


carnouio writes to the Colossians®, ‘Beware Jest any man spoil you 


1'¢ 
tur, 
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oe“ through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of 
ontesta- men,? &c. He had been at Athens, and by his conferences 


there had come to know that human’ wisdom, which affected 
to be the truth, and interpolated the truth, itself too di- 
vided into manifold heresies of its own by the variety of its 
mutually repugnant sects. What connexion, then, is there 
between Athens and Jerusalem? What between the Academy 
and Church? What between heretics and Christians? Our 
instruction is from the porch of Solomon, who himself also 
taught that the Lord must be sought in simplicity of heart. 
Let them see to it, who have propounded a Stoical, and a 
Platonic, and a Dialectic Christianity. After Jesus Christ we 
need no curious investigation, after the Gospel no inquiries. 
When we believe, we feel no longing to believe anything 
beyond. For the first thing we believe is this, that there is 
nothing else beyond that we ought to believe.” 

6. After this, it is unnecessary for us to carry on the con- 
troversy, about which some learned men contend; as to 
whether Plato’s view about the Logos resembled the doctrine 
of Justin and others, who agree in opinion with him? He 
who wishes may consult on this pomt Casaubon’s Exercita- 
tions on the Apparatus of Baronius, p. 5, and Peter Lanse- 
lius’s Examination-of Casaubon’s Calumnies, chap. 1.°. This 


-is certain, that there is so wide a difference between the 


opinions of Plato and Justin, that that alone makes it suffi- 

ciently evident that Justin did not take his views from Plato. 

Accordingly, Justin himself, in the passage already quoted, 
‘ ° y 


m Philosophiam contestatur caveri 
oportere,scribens ad Colossenses, Videte 


ne quis vos circumveniat per philoso- 


phiam et inanem seductionem, secun- 
dum .traditionem hominum, &e.... 
Fuerat Athenis, et istam sapientiam 
humanam, affectatricem et interpola- 
tricem veritatis, de congressibus nove- 
rat, ipsam quoque in suas heereses 
multipartitam varietate sectarum in- 
vicem repugnantium. Quid ergo Athe- 
nis eb Hierosolymis? quid academize 
et ecclesiz? quid hereticis et Chris- 
tianis? nostra institutio de porticu 


Salomonis est, qui et ipse tradiderat, 
Dominum in simplicitate cordis esse 
querendum. Viderint qui Stoicum, 
et Platonicum, et dialecticum Chris- 
tianismum protulerunt. Nobis curio- 
sitate opus non est post Christum 
Jesum, nec inquisitione post evange- 
lium. Cum credimus, nihil desidera- 
mus ultra credere. Hoc enim prius 
credimus, non esse quod ultra eredere 
debeamus,—[pp. 204, 205.] 

TiColL Mins: 

° This treatise is appended to the 
Works of Justin, edit. Pat. 1636. 
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expressly reminded us that Plato saw that mystery but dimly 
(apudpes) and obscurely. 
7. Therefore, (to finish this chapter,) Zwicker judged, that 
Justin’s doctrine about the Logos was derived from the school 
of Plato, with just the same probability as Amelius the Pla- 
tonic philosopher, after reading the first verses of John’s 
Gospel, once complained that the Evangelist had transferred 
into’ his book his master’s mysteries, and: had made the 
secrets of Plato his own. “ By Jove,” he exclaimed, “ that 
barbarian agrees in opinion with our Plato, that the Word 
of God is constituted in the order of the beginning.” And 
indeed among the modern Unitarians of England, there has 
not been wanting one, who has been bold enough to main- 
tain, in no obscure terms, that the doctrine of the Apostle 
John, at the beginning of his Gospel, was originally drawn 
from the puddles of the Platonic philosophers. I refer to 
the author of a tract entitled, “ An Historical Vindication 
of the Book entitled the Naked Gospel, presented to the Uni- 
versity of Oxford ?.”” In his Preface to the Reader he bitterly 
inveighs against those “ who defiled the simple and primitive 
chastity of the Gospel with the ceremonies and the vain 
philosophy of the pagans,’ and “imposed upon the world 


Platonic enthusiasm for faith, mystery, and revelation,” &c. — 


No one, however dull of perception, can fail to see that the 
trifler here aims a blow at the doctrine of the most holy 
Trinity, as acknowledged and received in the Catholic Church. 
In the course of his work, moreover, the author attempts to 
shew, how that vain philosophy, that enthusiasm of Plato, 
crept first into the Jewish, and then into the Christian Church. 
He says4%, that the Jews who were dispersed throughout 
Egypt and Syria first. learnt Plato’s philosophy after it had 
been carried from Greece to those countries; that there were 
two leading doctrines of the Platonic philosophy, one con- 
cerning the pre-existence of souls, the other about a divine 
Trinity; which two dogmas, accordingly, were afterwards 
prevalent in the Jewish Church. In the following page you 
may read his own precise words"; “The Jews were of these 


P [The Naked Gospel was published lated by him (into his Life of Huse- 
anonymously at Oxford in 1690, in  bius). See the Life of Bull, p.319.—B.] 
English, the author beingArthur Bury, CUA Ws, Ne 
D.D: The Aystorical Vindication was rp. 14, 
either written by Le Clere, or trans- 
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opinions when our Saviour and His Apostles came into the 
world; and this perhaps is the reason why we find accord- 
ingly, as it has been observed by several learned men, several 
Platonic phrases in the New Testament, especially in the 
Gospel of St.John. It is well known that Amelius the Pla- 
tonic philosopher, having read the beginning of this.Gospel, 
remarked that the Apostle spake like Plato. In effect, this 
philosopher might have said, according to his principles, ‘The 
Reason was in the beginning with God, and was God:’ She-it 
is who hath made all things, who is the Life and Light of 
en,” &c. From a comparison of these passages it is only 
too clear, that this author was really of opinion, that the doc- 
trine delivered by the Apostle John at the beginning of his 
Gospel was by no means divinely inspired, but was borrowed 
from the empty philosophy of the heathen, and savoured 
altogether of the enthusiasm of Plato. Well, indeed, may we 
here again exclaim, in the words of the blessed Polycarp, 
* Good God, for what times hast Thou reserved us, that we 
should have to endure such things!” But this author betrays 
his ignorance, no less than his impiety, by saying, that the - 
ancient Jews of the dispersion learnt the mystery of the 
Holy Trinity from the Platonists; because it is, on the con- 
trary, manifest that Plato himself learned what he wrote about 
that mystery from the older philosophy of the Jews. At all 
events, as Justin Martyr has observed, one may see some | 
traces of that mystery in the Scriptures of the Old Testament 
which are far more ancient than Plato. If, however, any one 
of our countrymen desires to go further into this subject, he 


may consult the lucid treatise, written in English, by the 


very learned Allix, entitled, “The Judgment of the Ancient 
Jewish Church against the Unitarians.” 


« CHAPTER VI. 


THAT JUSTIN ABHORRED WITH ALL HIS HEART THE PAGAN RELIGION AND THE 
WORSHIP OF MANY GODS. THAT THE ARGUMENT WITH. WHICH JUSTIN AND OTHER 
ANCIENT WRITERS ESTABLISHED THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST, DERIVED FROM THE 
TRULY DIVINE WORSHIP WHICH IS ALLOWED HIM IN THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, 18 
QUITE INVINCIBLE. 


1. Tur three remaining causes which Zwicker has invented 
can be reduced to two; so that the remembrance of Gen- 
tilism, that is, of many gods, not wholly obliterated, and the 
custom of deifying distinguished men, may together form one 
cause (for certainly the latter is a part of the unobliterated 
remembrance of Gentilism) ; while “the scrupulous dread of [821] 
worshipping one who was only a man,” may make the other. 
With respect to the former cause, I cannot but feel surprised 
at the extreme shamelessness of Zwicker, who devised it, or 
at least his very gross. ignorance of the writings of Justin 
Martyr. Read, I entreat you, the holy father’s Exhortation 
to the Greeks, his two Apologies, and his treatise On the 
Monarchy of God. With how many and how powerful argu- 
ments does he there assail the polytheism of the heathen ! 
Besides, who would suppose that an illustrious doctor of the 
Christian faith was not most fully instructed in that ele- 
mentary doctrine of the Gospel, of the unity of God, which 
even the most ignorant catechumen well knew; or that one, 
who was a most resolute champion and martyr for Christ 
against the pagan superstitions and impieties, was still so 
foully sticking-in the mire of heathenism itself? 

2. But with respect to that second cause, (which was the last 
of what the mad brain of the heretic could devise,) it should 
be observed, that it is diametrically opposed to the former. 
For certainly it is utterly impossible for any one not to be 
averse to the custom of deifying men, and yet at the same 


280 Justin rightly inferred the divinity of Christ from the 


primitive time to feel a horror and a scrupulous objection to worshipping 
TRADITION (16 who is a mere man; for the two things are perfectly 
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consider that cause by itself. And here indeed we will allow 
to Zwicker, that Justin and other fathers were led to ascribe 
a divine nature to Christ, by this argument among others, 
that in the Holy Scriptures divine worship and adoration are 
often and in express terms commanded to be paid to Him. 
But what will the heretic gain by this ‘toncession? Surely 
nothing; for that reason certainly affords a sufficiently firm 
foundation for this doctrine. For both reason dictates, and 
holy Scripture by many most explicit testimonies demon- 
strates, that the worship and adoration which truly belong 
to God, ought not to be paid to any mere creature, however 
exalted, but to Him alone, who is very God. And here I 
beseech you, my Christian reader, to forgive me, if I am rather 
lengthy in defending this reasoning of the fathers, both that 
I may fulfil the promise which I made above, and particu- 
larly, because, if this ground be well considered, it strikes at 
the very heart of the Socinian heresy. 

3. In the first place, then, we have the express command- 
ment of God Himself, as given in Deut. vi. 13 and x. 20, 
and repeated by our Saviour in Matt. iv. 10, “Thou shalt 


' worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve ;” 


where the exclusive particle only confines divine worship to 
our Lord and God, and entirely removes from participation . 
in it every created being whatsoever. The Socinians object, 
“that by such exclusive particles as only, when applied to 
God, those beings are never absolutely excluded, who are 
dependent on God, in the particular subject in question. 
Thus God is said to be the only wise, the only powerful, the 
only immortal; but yet other beings, who by the gift of God’ 
are made partakers of those qualities, ought not to be abso- 
lutely excluded from possessing wisdom, power, and immor- 
tality. Therefore again, although it is said that God alone — 
is to be adored and worshipped, He who in this particular 
depends on God, because of the divine government over — 
all things received from Him, -ought not to be absolutely 


@ Chap. i. 4. [p. 247.] &c. in o ositi to M i 
,. ° See Schlictingius On the Trinity, on ee 206, 207. re ae 
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excluded, but should rather be tacitly included along with omar. vr. 
Him.” But, 1. Who gave to these audacious persons the _*? ® 
liberty of making exceptions, where the law of God makes 
none? The law simply commands that divine adoration 
should be given to God alone. As to their pretence, that [823] 
in the Scriptures God is also said to be the only wise, &c., 

and yet that others ought not to be absolutely excluded from 
wisdom, &c., who have been made partakers of such qualities, 

&e. ; it is indeed sophistry. For ‘although, when God is said 

in the Scriptures to be the only wise, others are yet not 
thereby excluded from all wisdom whatsoever, which is com- 
patible with their nature ; it is still certain, that by the exclu- 

sive particle “only” in those passages every created being is 
absolutely excluded from divine wisdom, that is, the wisdom 

which belongs to God. In like manner, when God is said in 

‘ Scripture to be the only object of worship, the only object of 
honour, others are not on that account excluded from such 
worship and honour as may correspond to their nature and 
condition ; still all other beings are simply and absolutely 

- excluded from divine worship, I mean that which belongs to 

God. 2. This answer supposes, that the divine government 

over all things can be communicated to a mere creature; 

which is certainly most false. For of course by “the divine 
government over all things,” all men of sound mind under- 

stand that almighty power by which God preserves all created 
beings, to whom He has given being, in that being, and rules 

and governs them; as well as that right and dominion of 

God, following therefrom, whereby every creature is subject 

to Him, and every rational creature is bound in his measure ' ! modulo. 
to submit himself with all his faculties to God, and to give 
himself up to be employed to His glory and the increase of 

his own happiness. At least no other divine government but 

‘such as this can be an adequate foundation for divine worship. 

And that such divine government over all things cannot — 

: belong to any creature, is clear from the nature of the case. 

If therefore divine worship should be given to none but to 

Him, to whom the divine government over all things is con- 

ceded, (a proposition which is certainly most true,) it will 
necessarily follow, that to God alone must divine worship be 

paid, as is expressly provided in the law which we have quoted. [324] 
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282. Of worshipping those that are not by nature God. 


4. In the second place, Paul objects it against the Gala- 
tians as a sin, that, “when they knew not God, they did 
service to them which by nature are no gods” (rots pu) pvoe 
ovot Q@eois). Gal. iv. 8. From this passage it is manifest 
that divine worship is not to be given to any being but Him 
to whom a divine nature also belongs. For surely it cannot 
be that, what was an extreme fault in the Galatians, while 


they were yet continuing in paganism, should be lawful for 


us who have the privilege of gospel light; much less that it 
should become a primary duty of a Christian man. The 


. . le “4° . 
answer of Crellius on this passage is most ridiculous; for, in 


[325] 


his Chrstian Ethics, iti. 2°, he thus writes ; “ It is also evident 
from this why Paul makes this a sin in the Galatians, although 
now a past one,—that afore time, when they knew not God, 
‘they did service to them who by nature are no gods,’— 
because there existed no one before, nor, so long as they were 
ignorant of the true God, was any one known to the Galatians, 
who was true God, that was not at the same time also by nature 
God; and, consequently, whosoever at that period worshipped 
(especially, absolutely, and continuously,) one who was not 
God by nature, worshipped a false God.” Who can believe 
that this thought entered the mind of Paul, while he was 
writing those words? Besides, the idea of there being a true 
God, who is not also by nature God, will (notwithstanding 
the loud objections of the Socinians) certainly be deemed 
incomprehensible by every sound-minded person. 

5. But that is an especially remarkable passage in Rev. 
xix. 10, where the angel thus addresses John, who had fallen 
at his feet to worship him; “See thou do it not; I am thy 
fellow-servant, and of thy brethren, that have the testimony 
of Jesus; worship God.” The angel here rejects for two rea- 
sons the worship which John had offered him. 1. That he was 


his fellow-servant (cdvSovdos). As much as to say, Whoever 


is the servant of God is not an object of divine worship ; but 

Tam myself a servant of God, as well as thou, although placed 

in a higher grade; therefore it is not on any account per- 

mitted thee to offer me divine worship. This reason, surely, 

extends equally to every creature; since there is no creature, 

how eminent soever be the position of honour in which he is 
© Pp, 229, 230, 
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placed, who is not a servant of God quite as much as other cuar.‘vz. 


creatures. If therefore Christ were a mere creature, it would baci 


not be lawful to pay divine worship to Him. I am aware 

that Grotius thought that the worship which the angel refused 
when offered by John, was of that kind which they call “civil,” 

and which we read was sometimes paid to the prophets with- 

out sin; and that therefore the angel did not prohibit that 31 
worship, as being unlawful in itself, but as being unworthy of 

the apostolic office, which John was at that time discharging. 

For thus does that very learned man write, in his Exposition 

of the Decalogue, on the Second Commandment; “ Though 

He forbids gifts and libations, He does not forbid tokens of 
reverence, &c. For the angel’s putting from him such 
honour offered to himself, in the Apocalypse, does not proceed 

from there being anything unlawful in it, but the angel puts 

the apostle on an equality with himself; both being servants 

- of Christ, who is now the Head of angels (see Col. i. 16, 18) ; 

and the office of an apostle, provided for the salvation of man, 
being in norespect inferior to that of an angel ; and colleagues 

are not accustomed to use towards each other these signs of 
submission.” But in both parts of his opinion this great 

man was mistaken‘. For it was not the civil adoration merely, * halluci- 
which the angel refused, as is clear enough from the angel’s pe 
own words, “Worship God” (76 @e6 rpocniynoor), and [826] 
especially, “ See thou do it not,” which forbid not only-what 

is unbecoming, but what is unlawful, and ought to be alto- 
gether avoided. But the learned writer seems here to have 

been in error, in not having accurately enough distinguished 
between John’s prostration, and that worship .which the 
apostle, when prostrate, was on the point of offermg. Yet 

the words are clear enough; “I fell at his feet to worship 
him” (érecov €wrpocbev tév Today avToD TporKUVHTal AUTO). 
Where it is manifest that, in what John did, the object is 
especially noted on account of which the act itself was 
censurable; for to fall to the earth, and at an angel’s feet, 

was not faulty in itself; since it is certain that such honour 

was often aforetime paid by holy men, without sin, even to 
human beings, as kings and prophets.. But: the apostle is 
blamed for having prostrated himself at the angel’s feet with 

the intention of worshipping him, 7. e. of paying him divine 
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prrumvn honour (perhaps by offering him “a sacrifice of thanksgiving * 
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Therefore the angel does not so much censure what John 
had already done, as forbid what he meant to do, Opa pI, 
“ See thou do it not.” Nor is there more truth {in Grotius’s 
other assertion], that the angel prohibited the worship of 
John, simply in consideration of his being at that moment 
invested with the office of the apostleship: since it is evident 
from a parallel passage, (Rev. xxii. 9,) that the angel’s pro- 
hibition is to be extended to all Christians universally. In 
that passage the angel thus speaks; ‘See thou do it not; for 
I am thy fellow-servant, and of thy brethren the prophets, 
and of them which keep the sayings of this book (kat tév TNpovv- 
Twv Tos Noyous ToD BiBAiov To’Tov): worship God,” where 
mention is made not only of the prophets, but of all other 
pious men or Christians, who are described in the words, 
“and of them which keep the sayings of this book.” <A de- 
scription which is broader and more general than the word ~ 
“prophets,” and therefore is placed after that word, as being 
more common’. And thus even Crellius explains the passage, 
in his Christian Ethics, iii.6%. Grotius, however, in this place, 
in opposition to the Greek MSS., and even to very obvious 
reason, has omitted the particle «al, “and,” with what view. 
I cannot tell, except it. be to serve his own hypothesis. Thus 
much then on the angel’s first reason. 2. The second is 
intimated in the words, ‘ Worship God” (76 @ed tpockd- 
vncov), which seem to be taken from the divine command, 
adduced by our Saviour, in Matt. iv. 10. Now it is plain, 
that the wards must be understood in what they call the ex- 
clusive sense, as if the angel had said: “That worship, which 
thou art on the point of offering to me, God only is entitled 
to; see therefore that thou give itnot to me.” Otherwise, 
every one must see that there is no force at all in the 
angel’s reason. These passages, therefore, (to which I could » 
have added many others,) incontestably prove, (what Zwicker 
would have Justin to have laid down as the foundation of his 
Opinion concerning the Son’s divine nature,) that to none 
except to God only ought truly divine worship to be paid. 

6. The arguments which the Socinians allege to the con- 
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trary are of no weight. They object, in the first place, that 
holy men under the Old Testament offered divine honours, 
and that without incurring sin, to angels, who treated with 
them in God’s name. We have, however, already, in our 
Defence of the Nicene Creed °, fully demonstrated, that, as 
often as any angel is in holy Scripture designated >)M', 
JEHOVAH, and has divine honours paid to him, the fathers 
were of opinion, that then not a mere angel was to be under- 
stood, but one with whom the Logos was present; and that 
this opinion of theirs is not only not repugnant to any Scrip- 
ture, but actually confirmed by the express testimony of Paul 
himself. Tadd, that this opinion of the fathers acquires no 
little strength from those passages which we have treated of, 
and which attribute divine worship in a peculiar sense’ to 
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the true God. Lastly, it especially makes in favour of} appro- 
the same opinion, that under the Gospel we never. read P™* 


anywhere that any, who was called an angel, was regarded 
as worthy of such honour, except by John when carried 
away by sudden feeling, whom, however, the angel himself 
reproved, for the very reason, that he was about to offer to 
him a worship too great for the dignity of an angel, and due 
to none but God. 

7. The reason of this some very learned theologians have 
inquired into, and among them Ribeira, who, in his Com- 
mentary on the Apocalypse, on chap. xix., thus writes ; 
“ Why is it, that before the Redeemer’s advent angels are 
worshipped by men, and speak not [in reproof]; but after- 
wards they refuse adoration ;—why, but because, after they. 
behold this nature of ours, which they had formerly looked 
down cn, taken up above themselves, they shudder to see 
it prostrate before themselves; and no longer presume to 
~ look down on that [nature] below them as weak, which 
‘above them (namely, in the King of heaven) they revere*?”’ 
And this reasoning of Ribera’s® is accepted by Crellius 
himself, Ethic. Chr. iii. 6". But for my own part, I regard 
this reasoning as subtle rather than solid,—induced chiefly 


Jo Se ed. 1705.)—B.] 

f [These are not the words of & [i.e. Gregory’s. For Crellius was 
Ribeira himself, but of Gregory;whom not unaware of the real author of this 
he quotes by name, in Hom. viii. on argument.—B. ] 
the Gospels. (i.e. Pope Gregory I. In h P, 292, 

Byang. lib. i. Hom. 8. vol. i. p. 1463, 
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286 View, that the exaltation of our nature by the Incarnation - 


by the consideration, that not a single vestige can be dis- 
covered of such a reason in the passage of the Apocalypse 
which Ribeira is explaining. On the contrary, the angel 
there puts from him the worship which John was about to 
offer him, on grounds which are of perpetual force and truth, 
and which equally belong to the times of the Old and the 
New Testament. The angel first urges, that he is a fellow- 
servant of the faithful; might not the same have been said of 
angels under the Old Testament? Certainly it might. Tor 
David even at that period says, respecting the angels, ‘‘ Who 
maketh His angels spirits, and His ministers a flaming 
fire,’ Psalm civ. 4; with which compare Heb. i. 7 and last. 
Even under the Old Testament, therefore, angels no less 


» than men were ministers of the Most High God, although 


occupying a more exalted position of ministration, in which 
they have continued even since the Lord’s coming; this is 
evident from many passages of the New Testament, which 
shew plainly enough, that an eminent degree of honour and 
reverence is due to them above any mortal beings; see 
particularly 1 Cor. xi. 10; 1 Tim. v. 21. But the second 
reason of the angel, expressed in the words,. “ Worship God,” 


- how evidently does this extend to the Old Testament also! 


1 eultus 
civilis. 


1380] 


Indeed, (as has been already observed,) it seems to be taken 
from the very words of the Mosaic law. I will state the 
whole subject in a few words; when we inquire concerning 
the worship of angels, we mean, either civil worship’ only, 
or else religious and altogether divine worship. The former 
kind is even now, under the Gospel, due to the angels, 
owing to their great superiority to man and the eminence 
of their power; the latter, it was not allowable, even under 
the Old Testament, to offer to angels, because of their infi- 
nite distance from the Most High God. Hence we read, 
even in the Old Testament, that the angel who appeared to 
Manoah, with great earnestness declined divine worship,— 
namely, sacrifice. For when Manoah was about to detain 


the angel, that he might set a kid before him, the angel says 


to him in reply, “Though thou detain me, I will not eat of 
thy bread; and if thou wilt offer a burnt offering, thou 
must offer it unto the Lord.” As much as to say, There 
is a two-fold purpose in offering food; either that it may 
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be eaten after the mahner of men, or else that it be accepted OMAP. VI, - 
of God’, and consumed. On the first ground, it is not Sli 





needful to offer it to me; on the second, it is not lawful; 1 Deo 
for know, that sacrifice must be offered to God only. J udges ee 
xi. 16, 

8. What then, you will ask, must be said, in reply to 
the proposed difficulty? The solution of it, indeed, is not 
far off, if only we do not refuse to abide by the judgment 
of the fathers. For they explain it thus: Under the Old 
Testament, the Word’ and Son of God, the Angel of the ? aéyos. 
Covenant, frequently conversed with mankind, either through 
angels, or at least through angelic representations, i.e. 
such as are usually assumed by angels; and: further, was 
worshipped with divine honours, and that most justly, by 
the holy men to whom He appeared. ‘These apparitions, 
- however, as they were preludes, so to speak, and shadows 
and figures of the future incarnation of the Son of God, 
justly ceased after His advent in real human flesh; for 
when the truth was manifested, what need was. there of 
shadows? Certainly this reason, assigned by the fathers, 
_ appears to me to be far preferable to all the conjectures of 
the moderns. 

9. But to dismiss, at last, all poate cranes it is certain,— 
and, indeed, allowed by our opponents themselves,—that 
truly divine worship, stich as is commanded in the Scriptures 
to be given to the Lord Jesus, ought by no means to be 
offered to angels, nor was ever presented to them by holy 
men under the Old Testament. And, accordingly, the 
heretics freely acknowledge, that the adoration which of 
old was paid to angels, (granting that they were angels,) was _ 
paid to them on a very different principle from that on 
which it is yielded to Jesus Christ in the Scriptures of 
the New Testament. For they recognise here a threefold 
difference. 1st. The patriarchs adored the angel, when 
present, and revealing himself to their sight, by prostrating - 
themselves before him; but to Christ we are commanded to~ 
pay this honour, when not visible, but (so far as regards His [33] ] 
human nature) very far removed from us, being even in 
heaven itself; and it is this which chiefly, though not solely, 
distinguishes divine worship from human. The words we are 
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288 It was not the angel in his own person that was worshipped. 


here using are almost the very words of Crellius‘. 2dly. He, 
who anciently worshipped an angel, as representing God, 
worshipped God Himself really and absolutely *, and the 
angel only accidently’; nor then was it really the person ~ 
of the angel himself, as such, that was worshipped, but 
that of God Himself, whose person he sustained and whom 
he represented *. Indeed, the person of the angel was no 
more worshipped than was the ark of the covenant, when 
holy men, [worshipping] towards it, as the token of the 
divine presence, adored God Himself. On the contrary, the 
Lord Jesus is setforth in Scripture as being, in Himself, 
an object of worship. A truth which is so plain, that 
even Socinus! himself allows, that Christ is worthy of 
divine honour, and that it is not without the weightiest 
causes that the worship of Him is prescribed in holy 
writ ; which the Scriptures themselves also expressly teach ; 
Rev. v.12. 8dly. An angel of this kind was worshipped only 
during the time that he appeared on earth, in the name of 
God, and as the representative of His person; when the 
representative character was laid aside, divine worship was no 


- longer due to him; whilst, on the contrary, the Lord Jesus 


33 
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must be worshipped by us perpetually. This perpetuity, 
indeed, is restricted by Crellius to the duration of the world; 
for thus he writes in a certain passage™; “ Christ’s divine 
authority has this pre-eminence, that it is eternal, as the 
angel says in Luke i. 33, and is to have no end; that is 
to say, SO LONG AS He shall be able to possess a kingdom 
over the house of Jacob, and this present state of things 
shall last ; and it will last as long as the world shall endure, 
and as Lets as death, the last enemy of Christ, shall remain 
to be destroyed. For this reason the Son is to be honoured 
by all, even as the Father. John v. 23,” &c.  Crellius had 
in view the passage in | Cor. xv. 28, where Paul teaches, 
that after the last enemy, death, has been vanquished, the 


_ Son will be subject to the Father, and will deliver up the 


kingdom to the Father Himself. But, in my opinion, Peter 
Martyr, in his “Common Places®,” has most excellently 
reconciled this passage with those which attribute an absolute 


i See Ethic, Christ. iii. 6, p.294. ~ stoph. Frank. peGney 


k See Crell. ibid. p. 277. m Fithi 
1 De Adorat. Chr. Dip. cum Chri- a Cian ive er: 6, p. 275. 
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sory to the kingdom of Christ. “To reign,” he says, 

“sometimes has the meaning to excel, to be pre-eminent 
above others, and to: occupy the chief place; and in this 
sense Christ will reign for ever. But if we say that to reign 
means to discharge the duties of a king—to fight, to defend, 
to conquer, and other things of that kind—then Christ 
will not reign for ever; for when we shall have become 
perfect and complete, we shall not require these aids of 
Christ. When He came into the world, He preached, taught, 
died for our salvation; and now He intercedes for us with 
the Father, defends us from threatening evils, and never 
ceases from the duties and actions of a Mediator. In the 
end, however, when all things are settled, He will resign 
these offices to the Father, since there will then be no longer 
room for them. Just as if a most powerful sovereign were 
to send his only son to some province of his kingdom, which 
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is suffering under seditions, tumults, and rebellion, and that 


son were to go forth with supreme authority and a strong 
army; when he has brought all to peace, and reduced the 
rebellious to submission, he returns victorious to his father, 
triumphs, and delivers to him the province in a peaceful condi- 
tion, no longer employing his authority, or using his legions,” 
&e. And certainly, that Christ, after He has delivered up 
that His mediatorial kingdom to the Father, will not. after- 
wards be deprived of His own divine honour, authority, 
dignity, and worship; but along with God the Father will 
be adored by: all the saints, and even by the angels and 
archangels, for ever and ever, we learn from many testi- 


_ monies of Scripture. See especially, Rom. ix.5; Heb. xin. 21; 


1 Pet. iv. 11, and v. 11; with 2 Pet. iii. 18; Rev. i.5, 6, and 
Vv. 12,13.” 
10. Let the heretics, therefore, cease to seek a sanction for 


their falling cause from the instance of those angels, who 


under the Old Testament, while representing God, were 
partakers of divine worship ; for that instance, even on their 
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own admission, makes nothing whatever for their purpose; - 


- inasmuch as, from the threefold difference which was just 


now assigned, so many arguments can be derived, which 
incontestably prove the Son’s divinity. From the first we 


argue as follows ;— 
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Any who, being in heaven, can and ought to be adored by 
men on earth, is God. But Christ is in heaven, &c. There-. 
fore, &c. Our opponents allow the minor premiss * ; and the 
truth of the major is evident. For whosvever is worshipped 
in this manner, either is conscious that he is an object of 
worship, or is not conscious of it ; if he is not conscious, he 


is worshipped in vain; if he is conscious, he must be omni- 


scient and omnipresent, and must therefore be God. It will 
be said, this conclusion does not follow; for he may know it 
by divine revelation. But,-I maintain, that is quite impos- 
sible. For such knowledge quite trauscends the capacity of 
a created intelligence; and therefore no creature can have it 
either of itself, or from another. As an illustration of this 
point, let us take as an instance divine worship in its noblest 
part, viz. divine invocation, which it is most clear from 
the Scriptures is due to Christ. See Acts ii. 21; vil. 59; 
ix. 11, 14; xxii. 16; Rom. x. 13; 1 Cor. i. 2;. 1 Thess. iu. 
11, 12, 138; and 2 Thess. i. 16, 17. It is surely impossible 
that the human soul, with whatever degree of divine light it 
may be illuminated, should at one and the same time know 
and be conscious of the vows and prayers, which are every 
day at the same moment poured forth to the name of Jesus, 
by so many myriads of men, in so many places, at such 
vast distances. The mind of Christ [as] man, now exalted 
to the right hand of the Father, is, it is true, perfected 
in a wonderful manner; still it is not infinite, with a power 
of intelligence capable of reaching to all places, and all per- 
sons, who at the same moment in both the hemispheres are 
calling on His holy name, (at the same time seeing through 
the most hidden recesses of the hearts of those who call upon 
Him.) For it is the eye of God alone which has power, at 
a single glance as it were, to survey and penetrate the entire 
world. Wherefore the Socinians, who have recourse to this 
miserable subterfuge? to support the divine invocation of 
Christ as a mere man, expose themselves to the ridicule 
of all wise men, whilst they themselves ridicule that dream 
of the Papists, by which the invocation of saints is usually 
defended, the mirror of the Trinity (according to which the 
blessed behold in the essence of God, as in a glass, whatever 
happens and is done on earth, so that to them are known the 
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inmost thoughts ' of our souls). For if to the soul of Christ, omar. vr. 
[being] man, an omniscience of this kind has been commu- §!%1!): 
nicated by divine revelation, no sufficiently valid reason 
can be assigned, why in the same manner the souls of the 
saints should not be capable of partaking, and in their mea- 
sure really partake, of this [omniscience]. Impregnable 
therefore, and for ever, (in spite of the malignant gainsaying? ? frenden- 
of heretics,) will the argument of Novatian for the Son’s ae A 
divinity continue, in his work on the Trinity, chap. 14; 
“If Christ were man only, how is He everywhere present 
when invoked ; seeing that the power of being everywhere 
present is the nature not of man, but of God?” &c. 

11. This argument it is certain was a very great difficulty 
to Socinus, who, apprehending from it the ruin of his own 
view, respecting the mere humanity of Christ, was driven so [835] 
far as to assert confidently, that no one is bound by a divine 
precept to call on the name of Jesus Christ in his prayers. 
For he writes to the following effect in his third Epistle to 
Radecius®; “ Here you first confound adoration with invo- 
eation ; which however ought not to be done, as the ground _ 
of each is in some measure different ; so that, although I have 
not the least doubt that there is a command about adoring 
Christ, and that, even were there not, we are yet altogether 
bound to adore Him, yet I do not entertain the same opinion 
about invoking him; seeing that invocation is taken to mean 
an actual imploring of help, and a direction of our prayers [to 
Him]. For on this point I lay down, that this indeed may 
rightly be done by us, I mean, we may rightly direct our 
prayers to Christ Himself, and supplicate help of Him by 
name, but yet that there is nothing which compels us to do 
so.” Again, in his Answer to Francis David?, he says; 
«We may invoke Christ our Lord, although we are not 
‘obliged or bound to do so.” But in his Discussion with. 
Frankenius‘ he breathes forth blasphemy still more daring ; 
“ But if any one is endued with so great faith, as to have 
courage always to approach directly to God Himself, he has 
no need to invoke Christ.” Such are his words. But, 1. if 
Radecius confounds adoration with invocation, it is yet certain 
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that Socinus makes too subtle a distinction between them ; 
for it is allowed by all, that invocation is that in which wor- 
ship, or adoration truly divine, especially consists, and that. 
for this reason it is frequently taken in Scripture for the 
whole of divine worship. And indeed I am at a loss even to 
conjecture what worship truly divine that man concedes to 
Christ, who takes away from Him invocation. 2. That asser- 
tion ; “ We may invoke Christ our Lord, although we are not 
bound to do so;” seems to me incomprehensible. For I ask, 
is there any precept in the Scriptures about invoking Christ, 
or not? If there is, then it becomes our duty; in other words, 
we are bound to invoke Christ. Butif no precept of this kind 
is to be met with in holy writ, surely we cannot without sin 
invoke Christ; unless indeed divine invocation (the chiefest 
part of worship really divine) be dependent on our own choice, 
to offer it to whomsoever we please. It will be said, Although 
we are not commanded in the sacred writings to invoke 
Christ, yet there are intimations found in Scripture which 
clearly shew Christ to be a very fit’ object for divine invoca- 
tion, and accordingly one whom we might properly call upon. 
But what, I ask, are these intimations? You will perhaps 
answer, It is plain from the Scriptures, that Christ both 
entertains the greatest goodwill towards us, and also is omni- 
scient, that is to say, is thoroughly aware of all our necessities, 
both of soul and body; nay more, is the most close searcher 
of our hearts, and of the inmost hidden feelings of our souls, 
so that He perceives with what affection each one calls upon 
Him, Rey. 11. 23; and lastly, that He is almighty, in that 
He is able to deliver us from all the evils and dangers 
which hang over us, be they never so great, and to make us 
partakers of all the blessings which we need, Phil. iii. 21. 
I answer; These qualities are certainly required in order to 
any one’s being a proper object of divine invocation. But, 
1. these attributes prove, that the divine nature exists in Him 
to whom they belong; since they could not be incident to 
a mere man, or indeed any created nature. So that the 
hypothesis of Socinus, that Christ is a mere man, falls to the 
ground, even by this concession, that Christ is a fit object of 
invocation really divine. 2. Our argument will still hold 
good. For I ask, whether these perfections of Christ, which 
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the Scriptures set forth, and by which He is made to be a fit 
object of divine invocation, are of such a kind as to give 
Christ a right to that worship? If my question be answered 
in the affirmative, it will necessarily follow, that Christ not 
merely may be, but also ought to be invoked by us; for surely 
we ought to give to every one, and to Christ especially, his 
due. If, on the other hand, my question be answered in 
the negative, it will follow that we may not lawfully invoke 
Christ; forasmuch as we cannot without sin give divine 
worship (particularly invocation) to any one to whom it is not 
properly due. So utterly inconsistent is the assertion, “‘ We 
may invoke Christ our Lord, although we are not bound to 
do so.” This inconsistency was observed even by Niemo- 
_ jevius, who, although in other respects an admirer of Socinus, 
makes the following observations, well worthy of our notice, 
on the words which we have just quoted from Socinus’s An- 
swer to Francis David". “I have carefully read,” says he, 
“ your reply to the arguments of Francis David, wherein you 
assert, and, in opposition to the calumnies of F. David, defend, 
the invocation of Christ our Lord and the honour due to His 
holy name. But you appear to me to have used a few words, 
that not only obscure your excellent view, but even render it 
doubtful, and confirm your opponents in their error. If you 
ask, what it is which can do so much harm ; I briefly answer ; 
The words which you often repeat, ‘We may invoke Christ 
our Lord, although we are not bound or obliged to do so,’ &c. 
threaten ruin to the cause you have in hand. I cannot see 
how it is possible to reconcile, ‘we are not bound, but we 
may ;’ as if in the business of our salvation we were at liberty 
to do or to refrain from doing anything, just as it appeared 
to ourselves to be rather necessary, or the contrary.” 


12. But, in fine, why need we enlarge on this? It is mani- - 


~ fest from holy writ, that we are bound by a divine command 
to ascribe the worship of divine invocation to Christ our 
Lord. This is evident even from the fact, that all Christians 
are presumed in the holy Scriptures, to call on Christ our 
Lord by virtue of their religion. On this account they are 
in the New Testament described by this circumlocution, 
*¢ who call on the name of Jesus,” Acts ix. 14; 1 Cor. i. 2. 


r Niemojev. Epist. i. to Faustus Socinus. [Among the Works of Socinus, 
vol. ii. p. 465.] 
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Moreover, by the divine command, we are bound to give the 
same worship and honour to the Son, which we ascribe to_ 
God the Father, John v. 23. But no one denies that to God 
the Father the worship of divine invocation is to be given. 
Lastly, the invocation of Jesus Christ is prescribed to us in 
the Gospel as a condition absolutely necessary to the attai- 
ment of salvation, Rom. x. 13; “ Whosoever shall call upon 
the name of the Lord shall be saved.” And that by the title 
of “the Lord,” Christ is here meant, is plain from the con- 
text. For, 1. the Lord, of the callmg upon whom Paul is 
speaking, is manifestly the same who is proposed by him as 
the object of Christian faith, in vy. 9—12, that is, the Lord 
Jesus. 2. The Apostle teaches, that all, under peril of salva- 
tion, must invoke the same Lord, in whom many of the Jews 
did not believe, and of whom they could plead that they had 
not heard, (v. 14,) which every one must see can only be 
understood of the Lord Jesus. Now, that the calling on this 
Lord is not only commanded, but actually required of all 
men, as a necessary condition of obtaining eternal salvation, 
is made clearer than the noon-day light by the words them- 
selves which we have quoted. It is almost equally clear, that 
the words, “ to call on the name of the Lord,” in this passage, 
mean either exactly the same as to implore the help of the 
Lord, in other words, to direct our prayers unto Him, or at any 
rate include that under them. For the calling on the name 
of God has in all a twofold sense in the Scriptures: 1. Gene- 
rally, for the whole of divine worship; examples of which 
meaning occur in Gen. xii. 8, and xiii. 4, and xxi. 33; and 
Psalm xiv. 4, and li. 4; and Isaiah xli. 25. Now this signi- 
fication (as Crellius here observes not inaptly *) seems to have 
arisen from the circumstance, that invocation is the most 
frequent among the various parts of religion, and for that 
reason is more prominent than the rest; since necessity itself 
usually impels us to invoke Him, whom we esteem and 
worship as God, and to implore His assistance; so that the 
man cannot be considered to regard any being as his God, 
whom he does not call upon. 2. In a stricter sense, it is 
taken for prayer, or supplication to God; which word again 
is taken sometimes in a wider, sometimes in a more limited 
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sense. In the wider signification, when it includes thanks- 
giving also ; of which you have examples in Luke xviii. 10, 11; 

Acts iii. 1, and xvi. 13; Philippians i 1.3,4; which arises ae 
this, that thanksgiving i is almost always id with prayer, 
properly so called, and vice versa. It is taken in its more 
_ limited and its proper sense, when it is taken for the asking for 
some good, or supplication for divine aid. The first sense of 
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this word seems to me the most natural in this passage. But 


whichsoever of the two you choose, our argument. from the 
passage in question will be sound. But, O blessed Jesus! 
for what times hast Thou reserved us, that we:must endure so 
horrible a blasphemy against Thy most sacred name! Who 
can hear this without tears,—specially from those who vaunt 
themselves as the worshippers of Thy Majesty,—that no one 
is bound to seek from Thee by his prayers Thy grace and 
divine assistance ? 

13. Into the same abyss of madness, urged by the same 
necessity, Volkelius and Schlicting have fallen after Socinus ; 
the former in his treatise On True Religion, iv. 11, Con- 
cerning the invocation of Christ, and the latter against 
Meisner, pp. 206 and 207. Nay, even Crellius himself, who 
is always prating much about the divine invocation of Jesus 
Christ, yet occasionally comes into the opinion of Socinus, 
-or at any rate does not go far fromit. For in his Christian 
Kthies, ni. 11, p. 398, treating of extremes in respect to prayer, 
on the side of deficiency, he particularly notices those “‘ who 
are not willing to address their prayers to Him, and who 
even do not address them to Him when necessary, to whom 
they not only might, but sometimes, at least for some definite 
reasons, actually ought to address them;” subjoiniig as 
an instance, “as if any one refuses to invoke Christ, when 
the rest of the faithful direct their prayers to Him, or when 
- otherwise edification requires it, or the Spirit Himself suggests 
and dictates it to any one.” Observe; it is admitted by the 
heretic, that we may indeed address prayers to Christ, but 
that we are not absolutely bound to do so, but only in some 
specified cases; as when others do it, that we may not cause 
a needless separation from them ; or if edification requires it, 
that is, when there is danger that, by our refusing to invoke 
Christ, weak brethren should suspect us (and not indeed 
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296 2. The Divinity of Christ follows from divine honour being 


without cause) of denying a divine worship to Christ; or, 
lastly, when the Spirit dictates, that is to say, when we are 
led to it by the motion of our own fancy, or as often as 
we are pleased to do so. But why, I ask, must a Christian 
wait for a dictate of the Spirit before he ventures to ad- 
dress prayers to Christ? Because, forsooth, there is great 
danger lest perchance he should pour forth into the air 
unprofitable and empty prayers; seeing that it is altogether 
uncertain, at what time the man Christ is conscious of our 
prayer, or when by divine revelation he may be informed of 
the supplications which we have addressed to Him: and there- 
fore, in a case so extremely doubtful as this is, we must by all 
means employ the Spirit for our teacher. Eternal God! how 
profound a mystery of iniquity is the doctrine of Socinus! 
14. I have dwelt the longer on explaining this first distine- 
tion, because I thought it would not be without its use to 
a reader that is unacquainted with the heretical arts and 
frauds with which we have to do. I now come to the second 
distinction which Crellius has observed, with the intention 
of deriving therefrom a second argument in defence of the 
Son’s Divinity. Whoever is to be worshipped directly * with 
divine honour, and so is worthy to be adored with divine 
worship, must needs be true God, that is, by nature God. 
But Christ is to be worshipped directly with divine honour, 
as Scripture expressly affirms, and as our opponents them- 
selves allow. Therefore Christ is true God. The opposition 
here also is capable of most easy proof. No one, I mean, can 
be worthy of divine worship, who is not endued with divine, 
that is, infinite dignity and excellence ; (for this divine excel- 
lence is the one only foundation of truly divine worship ;) 
but divine and infinite dignity and excellence belongs to 
God alone, and cannot be incident to any created being; (for 
the finite cannot contain the infinite ;) therefore, &. How 
irrefragable this argument is, is clear enough from the dis- 
cussion between Faustus Socimus and Christian Frankenius, 
concerning the honour due to Christ, where you will find that 
most luckless heretic driven to wonderful straits by almost 


‘this very syllogism, and fairly checkmated by his adversary, 


This Christian Frankenius was one of the disciples of Socinus, 
who, as well as he, asserted that Christ was a mere man, 


due to Him. Disputes among Socinians on this point. 297, 


though he pushed that dogma of his master further than the omar, vi. 
latter meant ; for from it he concluded (and that by necessary _ pales 
consequence), that a religious or divine worship ought by no 

means to be paid to Christ. _The controversy on this subject, [342] 
between him and Socinus, was held on March 14, in the year 

1584, in the palace of Christopher Paulicovius. The primary 
argument of Frankenius was as follows'; “As great as is 

the distance between the Creator and the creature, so great 

’ should be the difference between the honour which is paid to 

the Creator and that which is given to the creature; but 
between the Creator and the creature there is the greatest 
difference, whether you regard His nature and essence, or 

His dignity and excellence; therefore there ought to be also 

the greatest difference between the honour of God and that 

of the creature. The honour, however, which is pre-eminently 

due to God, is religious adoration ; therefore this ought not to 

be given to the creature, and consequently not to Christ, for 

Him you confess to be a mere created being.” Now, what 

says Socinus to this argument? His answer is as follows"; 
‘Although there is the greatest distance between God and 

the creature, it yet does not follow that. there is so great a 
difference between the honour of God and that of the crea-. 

ture; for God is able to communicate His honour to whom 

He will, especially to Christ, who is worthy of such honour, 

and whom, not without the weightiest reasons, we are coin- - 
manded in the holy Scriptures to adore.” This surely is a 
ridiculous answer, and clearly is open to the charge of begging 

the whole question’. For this was the very question between ' oi év 
‘Socinus and his opponent; whether divine worship can be com- Gxt eee 
municated to Christ, if He be a mere creature? Frankenius 
proves, that it cannot by this argument—that between God 

and the creature, and accordingly between the honour due to 

the one and that due to the other, there cannot but be an 
infinite distance. Besides, God cannot communicate divine 
worship to any one to whom He does not also give divine 
nature and excellence (of which no creature is capable). 
Indeed such a thing would be manifestly repugnant both to 

the wisdom and the truth of God; to His wisdom, because 


t Disp. on Adorat. of Christ with Frank. p. 4. [vol. ii. p. 767.] 
n P. 6. [ibid. ] 
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prmurtrva God would thus confer an empty title without reality and 
en foundation ; and to His truth, because God would then oblige 
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mand him to ascribe divine dignity and excellence (for it is 
in this that adoration really divine properly consists) to a 
being in whom there neither is nor can be such an excellence. 
Lastly, how a mere creature can be worthy of divine worship, 
or what are those most weighty causes, for which it is com- 
manded in the holy Scriptures that Christ, who [according to 
their view] is a mere man, is to be adored, none of the Soci- 
nians will ever be able to explain. Therefore Socinus ’ had 
nothing to say to Frankenius, when the latter had amply 
proved, that divine worship was not communicable to any 
creature, but this, “I can give an answer to all those testi- 
monies which you adduce.” Upon which Frankenius says *, 
“ T too shall be able to give a satisfactory answer to all your 
passages, which inculcate the adoration of Christ.” At length 
Socinus, vanquished indeed in argument, but wishing to 
exhibit an unvanquished spirit, says; “Iam as sure of the 
truth of my opinion, as I am certain that I hold this hat in 
my hands.” Then Frankenius’, smiling in ridicule, answers 
him again; “This certainty of yours cannot be the rule of 
truth to me or to others ; for some one else will be found to 
say, that he is absolutely persuaded from holy Scripture of the 


- truth of the opinion that is contradictory to yours.” So utterly 


impossible is it, on the Socinian hypothesis, to maintain and 


‘defend the divine worship and honour of Jesus Christ. 


15.. I come now to the third and last [of Crellius’s] dis- 
tinctions, and derive from it my third argument, as follows; 
Whosoever along with God the Father is to be honoured 
with divine worship, for ever and ever, is by nature God 
equally with the Father; but Christ is to be honoured with 
divine worship for ever and ever along with God the Father ; 
‘therefore Christ is God. We proved the minor of this argu- 
ment before, by the clearest testimonies of Scripture, when we 
-were treating of this third distinction; and the truth of the 
major is plainly apparent, 1. from those passages of Scripture 
(and they are almost innumerable) in which the true God is 
distinguished from the creatures, by this form of expression, 

’ P. 7. [ibid.] x P. 8. [ibid.] y P. 9. [ibid.] 
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that He is the only being to whom divine honour and glory omar. vr. 
is due for evermore. See Matth. vi. 13; Rom. i. 25, and 514—!- 





xi. 36, and xvi. 27; Gal. i. 5; Eph. iii. Ql: Phil. iv. 20; 
1 Tim.i.17; 2 Tim. iv. 18; dude 25. 2. From this invincible — 
reason; That there must necessarily be an eternal -founda- 
tion for an eternal worship. Now this eternal foundation 
can be none other than this,—that He, who is to be thus 
worshipped, is by nature God; therefore, &c. The founda- 
tion of the divine worship, which is due to Jesus Christ, 
according to the heretics, is His mediatorial office. Now, if 
this were true, the plain and necessary consequence would 
be, that the divine worship of the Lord Jesus would at last 
come to an end; since the Scriptures expressly affirm, that 
His mediatorial kingdom will at length cease, when the 
last enemy, death, shall be conquered, that is, after the 
resurrection and the final judgment, 1 Cor. xv. 24 and 
following verses. Now, when the cause is taken away, the 
effect goes with it. Thus much then for the first objection 
of the heretics; let the impartial reader judge what they 
have gained from it for their cause. 
_ 16. But there is yet another argument of our opponents, 
on which they place the main defence of their heresy. They 
say, that the question respecting the foundation of that 
divine worship which is due to Jesus Christ, has been 
decided in their favour by the most positive statement of 
Scripture itself, which teaches both that the foundation of : 
the divine worship, due to Jesus Christ, is His royal or [845] 
judicial power; and also, that that power was conferred on 
Him by the Father, because, or so far as, He is man; and 
that both these points [as they allege] are manifest from 
two passages compared with each other, namely, John v. 
22, 23, “For the Father judgeth no man, but hath com- 
‘mitted all judgment unto the Son, that all men should 
honour the Son, even as they honour the Father;” and 
the 27th verse of the same chapter, “And” (the Father) 
“hath given Him authority S. execute judgment also, 
because He is the Son of man.” To these two passages 
they add a third, Philipp. ii. 6 and following verses, wherein 
the Apostle expressly teaches, that God had given to. the 
man Christ, who, after and because of His death, was exalted 
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300. Chrysostom on the punctuation of the text, John v. 27 ; 


unto the highest, a name which is above every name, that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, &c. But, how 
utterly valueless these passages of Scripture are to the cause 
of the heretics (although they fill every other page of their 
writings, and are repeated by them until they are hoarse), 
will become very evident, after I have investigated their true 
and genuine meaning. 

17. And first, with respect to St. John, v. 27, (on which 
depends the interpretation of verses 22, 23, of the same 
chapter,) there are, and were of old, various opinions of 
learned men about its meaning. In the first place, Chrysos- 
tom? does not approve of the commonly received punctuation 
of the text’, and considers that it is not altogether sense ; 
since Christ did not receive: His judicial power because 
He was a man; for if He had received it on that ground, 
the same power must have been to be given to all men. 
‘He would; therefore, have the passage be punctuated thus; 
“And He hath given Him authority to execute judgment 
also :” so that this clause should terminate with a colon; 
and then should follow, “ Because He is the Son of man, 
marvel not at this; for the hour is coming,” &c.; and that 
the sense should be as follows; “ Let not what I have said 
of the power of giving eternal life, and of the power of 
judgment, appear incredible unto you, because you see me to 
be a man, for I am also the Son of God; as kereafter will be 
manifest to you by the resurrection from the dead, which 
I shall accomplish.” This punctuation of Chrysostom’s has 
been approved, among the ancients, by Cyril and Theophy- 
lact, and, among the moderns, by the very learned F. Junius. 
Nor indeed should it be hastily rejected; for the Syriac 
translator, whose authority has always (and that justly) been 
great among the learned, punctuated the clauses of the 
passage just in the same way, interpreting the text thus; 
“And He hath given Him authority to execute judgment 
also. But, do not marvel at it, on account of His being the 
Son of man,” &c. 

18. In the second place, other commentators, retaining 
the common punctuation, suppose that our Lord in these 
words had in view the passage of Daniel vii. 18, 14, where 


* (Hom. xxxix. 3. vol. viii. p. 230.] 
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the prophet predicts, that power and a ‘kingdom will be. omar. vz. 
given to the Son of man by the Ancient of days; as if he Beinn 
had said, “Because He is Son of man, of whom Daniel 
prophesied, it should come to pass, that to Him would be 
given the dominion and kingdom over all nations for ever.” 
Thus did Cameron interpret the passage, and he seems to be © 
followed in part by Grotius. But this exposition is discounte- 
nanced by the want of the article (as Erasmus observed) in 
the Greek, which runs, dT vids advOpdrov éoti, and not, dre 
6 vids Tod) avOpaémov éoti: as it certainly ought: to have 
been, if the words are to be understood of the Son of man, 
emphatically so called. t 

19. In the third place, the great mass of theologians 
explain this passage of the incarnation and humiliation! of? exinani- 
the Son, thus; The Father gave Christ His judicial power, Hone. 
because, for the salvation of mankind, He vouchsafed to [847] 
become the Son of man, that is, man; and, although He 38 
was God, to take upon Himself human life, and expose 
it to death for man’s salvation. Wherefore by that so 
great humiliation of Himself, by which He was willing to 
become man, and to die for men, He merited this great 
exaltation to judicial power, in order that He, who was the 
Saviour of all, might be the Judge of all. According to this 
exposition, (which at any rate is highly probable,) Christ by 
_ this expression describes that emptying of Himself (xévwow), 
which is spoken of in Philipp. 11. 7, where the Apostle exhorts 
the faithful to humble-mindedness, by an argument drawn 
from the example of Christ, who being in the form of God 
(that is, being God), and so equal te God the Father in respect 
of His nature, yet did not arrogate to Himself that equality 
with God, did not carry Himself as God, did not make a 
shew of it openly, being alien from ostentation and pomp ; 
- but, of His own accord, lowered and humbled Himself, taking 
on Him the form of a servant, and being made man, &c.; 
and therefore to Him has been given by His Father a name 
which is above every name, &c.; exactly as it is said in the 
passage of John, that the authority of judging is given to the 
Son, because He is the Son of man. 

20. Lastly, Augustine and Bede so interpret the passage, 
as that the meaning is; that the Father had transferred the 
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a character ' that was suited to discharge the office of a judge. 
This interpretation is confidently declared to be the true one 
by the very learned Maldonatus, who also gives the same 
exposition himself, on the 22d verse of the same chapter, only 
in this fuller form ; ‘“ Now the Father is said to judge no man, 
not that He really does not judge; for whatsoever one Person 
does extra Seipsam, as theologians define, all the Persons do 
together; but, because He does not judge by assuming the 
character of a judge, such as can be seen by mankind whom 
he judges, can address them, and pass sentence upon them 
verbally, in short, [because] He does not judge in external 


ceremony and in judicial form, He is said to judge no one. 


And in this sense the Son alone judges, because He alone is 
man, such as it is fitting he should be who judges men*. 
Therefore it is alleged as a reason why the Father has com- 
mitted all judgment to the Son, that ‘He is Son of man.’ ” 
You see, how variously this passage may be explained; now 
whichever of these interpretations you choose, it is manifest 
that it will not contribute any support to the cause of the 
heretics. To say the truth, the text is too obscure, and has 
somewhat too much of ambiguity, to warrant our concluding 
anything certain from it. 

21. With respect to the passage alleged from the Epistle 
to the Philippians, it is not. true (as the heretics assume), 
that it declares, that the Father gave divine authority over 
men to Christ considered as a mere man, after His death. 
The very words of the passage teach the contrary, shewing 


as they do, that He had existed in the form of God, and 


so was equal to God, before He took upon Him the form 
of a servant, that is, before He became man; and therefore 
because for man’s salvation He endured to be made man, 
and to shew Himself obedient to God the Father even to 
the death upon the cross, [on this account] He obtained the 


a «The Father made His Word to 
become visible to all flesh, being also 
incarnate, that He might become 
manifest to all as their King. For 
it was right that those that judg- 
ment is passed upon should see their 
judge, and know Him by whom they 


are judged.”—(“ Pater. . . . Verbum 
suum visibile effecit omni fieri carni, 
incarnatum et ipsum, ut in omnibus 
manifestus fieret Rex eorum. Etenim 
ea que judicantur, oportebat videre 
judicem, et scire hune a quo judican- 
tur,”)—TIreneeus, iii. 9. [§ 1. p. 184.] 
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highest exaltation in the heavens, and also a name, which. cwar. vi. 


is above every name. ‘The certain truth of this answer de- 
pends upon our interpretation of the words év popdf cod 
vmapxov (“being in the form of God’), and popdiv SovAou 
AaB8ov (“ having taken the form of a servant’’), and how true 
and natural it is, will be readily perceived by any one, who 
will impartially and attentively consider the words of St. Paul. 
For in this passage the Apostle evidently teaches two things ; 
1. That our Saviour subsisted and was in the form of God, 
before He assumed the form of a servant: nothing can be 
clearer than this. For in this passage the Apostle notices, 
and proposes as an example, the wonderful condescension of 
our Saviour, in that, “ being in the form of God” (év wopdi 
cod vrapyov), He emptied [and humbled] Himself, by taking 
“the form of a servant ’’ (wopdjy dovAov). Now all conde- 
scension necessarily supposes a more exalted state preceding, 
from which the descent is made to the inferior condition. 
2, That Christ took the form of a servant at the time when 
He became man. ‘This is very plain from these words of the 
Apostle; éavtov éxévace, popdnv dovrov AaB, ev dpotd- 
pate avOpdrrwv yevouevos (“ He emptied Himself, taking the 
form of a servant, being made in the likeness of men’’) ; 
which the old Latin translator thus correctly rendered ; 
“ Seipsum exinanivit, formam servi accipiens, in similitudine 


§ 20, 21. 
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hominum factus ;” here there is a continuous exposition, in | 


which each later clause of the sentence is subjoined to the 

former immediately, without the intervention of any copu- 

lative conjunction, and explains it. If you ask, How did 

Christ empty [or humble] Himself? the Apostle answers, By 

‘taking the form of a servant.” If again you ask, How did 

Christ take the form of a servant? the answer follows at 
=D) 


once, By “being made in the likeness of men;” i.e. by 
becoming man like to us men, sin excepted. Now from 


this it is certainly made out’, that our Saviour subsisted, ' 


and that in the form of God, before He assumed human 
nature, and therein the form of a servant. That this may 
appear still more clearly, two things must especially be 
noticed. 1. It is to be observed, that the “ form of a servant,” 
in this passage, by no means signifies a servile condition of 
human life, as opposed to the state and circumstances of a 


efficitur. 
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primitive Man that is free and his own master, as the heretics contend, 
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of God.” Now, as compared with God, every created being 
has the form of a servant, and is strictly bound in obedience 
to God. Accordingly the Apostle, after saying that our 
Saviour took the form of a servant, being made in the like- 
ness of men, goes on to add, “ having been made obedient” 
(yevouevos Umnxoos), that is, to God the Father. This is 
intimated in another place by the same Apostle, in Gal. iv. 4, 
where, after stating, that God the Father in the fulness of 
time sent forth His Son made of a woman, he immediately 
adds, ryevouevov vio vouov (“ made under the law’). There- 
fore our Lord then assumed the form of a servant, when He 
took upon Himself created, that is, human nature, and in 
that nature became obedient to God the Father. 2. We 
must remark the elegant gradation in the Apostle’s words as 
he describes the humiliation of Christ, which is kept entire 
by the Catholic interpretation, but is obscured, nay wholly 
destroyed , by the explanation of the heretics. Christ, says 
the Apostle, emptied [or humbled] Himself, taking the form 
of a servant. But this might have been said of Him, if He 
had assumed the nature of angels, since the angels themselves 
are God’s servants and ministers. Therefore the Apostle 
subjoins, “made in the likeness of men,” and accordingly 
a little lower than the angels. Heb. ii. 9, compared with 
ver. 16. It then follows, “and being found in fashion as a 
man, He [emptied or] humbled Himself, and became obe- 
dient,” &e. Not only did He, though He was God, take 
human nature on Himself, but even in that nature humbled 
and lowered Himself exceedingly *, becoming in all things 
obedient to the Father, even unto death, and that the death of 
the cross—a bloody, shameful and ignominious death. But 
in order the more fully to understand the Apostle’s words, 
which describe the state in which the Son of God existed 
before His humiliation, we must repeat our former observation 
—that the form of God, and the form of a servant, or the 
likeness of men, are opposed to each other. As therefore 
Christ was made in the likeness of men, so as Himself to be 
very man; so also is He in the form of God, in such a sense 


According to the Arians, He was always a servant. 305 


as Himself to be very God. Moreover, from this very oppo- 
sition between the form of God, and the form of a servant, 
it may be certainly concluded in opposition to the Arians, that 
the nature, in which the Son of God subsisted previous to His 
incarnation, was not created. The Son of God indeed then at 
length took the form of a servant, when He assumed a created 
nature, being made in the likeness of men: before that He 


CHAP. VI. 
§ 21, 22, 


in nowise existed in the form of a servant, but subsisted in 


the form of God. But according to the Arians, -who regarded 
the Son of God as a creature, that’ Son was always, even 
before His incarnation, in the form of a servant; since every 
created being, even the most exalted, as I said just now, when 
compared with God, has the form of a servant, and is strictly 
bound to the service and obedience of God. From this then 
it follows, that the Son of God, with respect to that more 
_excellent nature, in which He subsisted before his incarnation, 
is equal to God His Father; as is also manifestly taught by 
the Apostle in the words that follow. The reader should by 
all means see what we have adduced in elucidation of this 
passage from the primitive fathers, Hermas, Clement of 
Rome, and Justin Martyr, in our Defence of the Nicene 
Creed, ii. chap. 2. § 2, and chap. 3. § 4, and chap. 4, § 7. 
From all this indeed it is at length clear, how altogether 
in vain and to the ruin of their cause the Socinians have 
appealed to this passage of the Apostle. 

22. But it may here be asked, how from our hypothesis, 
which assumes that the Son is God of God, and so a partaker 
of the same glory with God the Father before the foundation 
of the world, it can be understood, that the divine government 
was at length delivered up to Him after His passion and 
resurrection? I reply, it can be understood in three ways. 
Ist. In this manner, that the Son of God having finished the 
work of human redemption on earth, acquired for Himself 
a divine power over men, and therefore a divine honour to be 
paid to Him by men by a new and real title; even the title of 
Saviour and Redeemer. This subject is admirably explained 
by our learned Jackson, in his Commentaries on the Creed, 
these words”; “ God the Father had remained as glorious as 

» Commentaries on the Creed, book xi, chap. ii. 4. [Works, Oxford edition, 


vol. x. pp. 17, 18,] 
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306 1. Dr. Jackson on the glory the Son acquired by the 


now He is, although He had never created the world. For 
the creation gave much, even all they had, to things created ; 
it gave nothing to God, who was in being infinite ; yet if God 
had created nothing, the attribute of Creator could have had 
no real ground, it had been no real attribute. In like manner, 
suppose the Son of God had never condescended to take our 
nature upon Him, He had remained as glorious in His nature 
and person as now He is; yet not glorified for or by this 
title or attribute of ‘incarnation.’ Or suppose He had not 
humbled Himself unto death, by taking the form of a servant 
upon Him,” (in this one particular indeed the learned author 
was in error’, in referring ‘ the form of a servant’ to the lowest 
degree of Christ’s humiliation,) “‘ He had remained as glorious 
in His nature and person, and in the attribute of incarnation, 
as now He is; but without these glorious attributes of being 
ouR LorD and REDEEMER, and of being the Fountain of grace 
and salvation unto us. All these are real attributes, and 
suppose a real ground or foundation; and that was, His 
humbling Himself unto the death of the cross. Nor are these 
attributes only real, but more glorious, both in respect of God 
the Father, who was pleased to give His only Son for us, and 
in respect of God the Son, who was pleased to pay our ransom 
by His humiliation, than the attribute of creation is. The 
Son of God then, not the Son or Davin only, hath been 
exalted since His death to be our Lord, by a new and real 
title, by the title of REDEMPTION and SALVATION,” 

23. This no doubt is what the Apostle meant to intimate 
in the passage just cited from the Epistle to the Philippians, 
where he teaches, that Christ (who as Son of God, before He 
became man, was in the form of God and equal to God the 
Father) was after death so exalted by God the Father, that 
all men are now bound of right to confess that He is Lord, 
(see verse 11,) in respect, that is, of a new title, in that He 
has redeemed the human race by His own precious blood, so 
that they are now not their own’, but His servants, as bought 
with a price. Compare 1 Cor, vi. 20, and vii. 22, 23, with” 
1 Pet. i. 19, but especially Rom. xiv.8,9. And the merit of 
this title is in the Apocalypse expressed in glorious terms, and 
that in more passages than one. In chap. v. 9, the four beasts 
and four-and-twenty elders sing this new song to the Lamb of 


\ 


Incarnation ; expressed in the Book of Revelations. 307 


God; “Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the omar. vr. 


seals thereof; for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to 
God by Thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and 


people, and nation.” Then in verse 12, the chorus of angels 


sings ; “ Worthy is the Lamb that was lan to receive power, 
and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, 
and blessing.” Here divine honour is given to the Son on the 
ground of redemption; evidently in the same way as it is 
ascribed in chap. iv. 11 to God the Father on the ground of 
creation ; “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and 
honour and power ; for Thou hast created all things, and for 
Thy pleasure they are, and were created.’ God the Father 
is glorified for the work of creation, not as if the Son was not 
also to be glorified for the same reason, through whom all 
things were made, John i. 8; Col. i. 16; but because the 
Father is the fountain of Godhead, from whom the Son 
received both His nature and divine operations. God the Son 
is glorified for the work of human redemption, not indeed as 
if God the Father was not also to be glorified on the same 
account; (inasmuch as it was He who, out of His boundless 
mercy to the human race, sent His Son into the world for 
man’s salvation, John iii. 16;) but because the Son alone 
took human nature upon Him, and in that nature became 
obedient unto death, so that the work of human redemption 
is ascribed in the Scriptures to the Son as if it were pecu- 
liarly His. 

24. Now from the fact, that the Son acquired through His 
humiliation, by a just title and most merited right, divine 
authority over men and [divine] honour, we may derive (as I 

would observe in passing) a sure areumpont: for His divinity in 
the following way: 

Whosoever has acquired a just title to divine authority over 
men, and divine honours [from them], must necessarily be 
God; — 

But the Son has acquired divine authority over men by a 
just title and most perfect right, &c. ; 

Therefore, &e. 

The minor premiss is acknowledged by the heretics; nor 
have we to thank them for their concession, since it is most 
clearly proved from the passages of Scripture just now 
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quoted, which shew that divine authority and honour are 
justly due to the Son as our Redeemer no less than to the 
Father as our Creator. And as regards the major, no one of 
sound judgment can doubt its truth. For it is certain and 
confessed even by our opponents, that no created being can 
deserye, of con-dignity, that eternal glory and happiness, 
whereof even the saints shall in the next world become par- 
takers. How much more absurd, ‘and not only so, but 
dreadful even to say, that one who is a mere man can deserve 
divine honours and obtain the very throne of God! 

Imagine with Socinus, that Christ was nothing more than 
man; how would you find such distingnished merit in His 
obedience, [in that] when He was man, He was seen as one 
among ordinary men, and underwent death, and that, God 
so willing it, the death of the cross? What illustrious 
thing did Christ do, which (if one is to believe ecclesiastical 
history) His Apostle Peter did not alsodo? Could He then, 
as man, have deserved by any suffering whatsoever of His 
own the crown even of saints? Certainly not. For of the 
sufferings of men universally the Apostle’s statement is true, 
“ For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are 
not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be 
revealed in us.” Rom. viii. 18. How much less then, sup- 
posing He had been merely man, could Christ by His suffering 
have merited divine honours for Himself! On the contrary, if 
with the Apostle Paul you conceive the Son of God as having 
EXISTED previously in the form of God, and so in respect of — 
His nature as equal to God the Father Himself, and afterwards 
as taking the form of a servant and being made man, and lastly 
in this owr nature obeying God the Father even unto death, 
aud that the death of the cross, then will His infinite conde- 
scension, and therefore His infinite merit, at once shine out 
most clearly. This however by the way. The first and prin- 
cipal cause for which a new divine authority, as it were, is in 
Scripture ascribed after His death to the Son of God, who 


‘before the foundation of the world was a partaker of divine 


nature and honour with God the Father, is the fact, that, after 
having accomplished the work of redemption, He acquired for 
Himself a new title to such power. See what we have written 
in our Defence of the Nicene Creed, ii. 3. 15. [p. 126.] 
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25. Secondly, this same [truth] may be understood of that  cuar, vz. 


new and illustrious manifestation of the glory and divine $24—%6 


majesty of the Son of God, which after His resurrection and 
ascension into heaven was made throughout almost the whole 
world. While the Son lived on earth, He was found in fashion 
as a man, even a mere man, and exhibited nothing greater 
than [what belonged to] man, except that in His miracles some 
sparks of divine majesty occasionally gleamed forth through 
the cloud of human flesh. But after His ascension into 
heaven the glory of the Son was made illustrious in many 
wonderful ways—by the Holy Ghost, whom He poured forth 
upon the Apostles, by the stupendous miracles which the 
Apostles wrought in His name, by the promulgation of His 
Gospel throughout the world, they that believed in it being 
baptized not only in the name of the Father, but also in that 
of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, This revelation of the 
Son’s divine majesty was the more illustrious, because not 
only during His sojourn among men ‘in human flesh, but 
also during the ages that had passed before, His Godhead was 
either wholly unknown, or at any rate but dimly and obscurely 
apprehended. On this point Tertullian has well written in 
his treatise Against Praxeas, near the end°; “God was 


pleased to give a new form of belief’, in such wise as that * novare 


through the Son and the Spirit He should in a new way’? be tum. 


believed to be One, that God might now be openly known in” 


nove. 


His own proper Names and Persons, who in times past * was ® retro. 
not understood, though preached by‘ the Son and the Spirit.” * per. © 


_ Justly, therefore, is it said that a new divine authority, as it 
were, was given to the Son after His resurrection, inasmuch 
as before that time His divine majesty and power was scarcely 
known to men, although as the Word of God, by whom all 
things were made, He exercised along with God the Father a 
divine authority over men from the creation of the world. 
26. This is the very thing, unless my mind is wholly in 
the dark, which the inspired author of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews meant in chap. i. 1, 2,3; “God, who at sundry 
times and in divers manners spake in times past unto the 


¢ Sie Deus voluit novare sacramen- cognosceretur, qui et retro per Filium 
tum, ut nove unus crederetur per Fi- et Spiritum preedicatus non intellige- 
lium et Spiritum, ut coram jam Deus  batur.—[e. ult. ] 
in suis propriis nominibus et persovis 
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Verbo. 


810 New title to glory and authority acquired 


fathers by the prophets, hath in. these last days spoken unto 
us by His Son, whom He hath appointed heir of all things, 
by whom also He made the worlds ; who being the brightness 
of His glory, and the expressimage of His person, and uphold- 
ing all things by the word of His power, when He had by 
Himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the 
Majesty on high.” In these words the sacred writer expresses, 
not obscurely, both the new manifestation, and the new title 
of the Son’s divine authority ; the new manifestation in verse 2, 
where he shews that the Son at length in the last times had 
manifested Himself in the flesh, and, after completing the work 
of man’s redemption in that flesh, had been appointed heir 
and Lord of all by a decree promulgated of the Father ; not, 
however, that His authority took its beginning from that - 
time, since it is He, by whom God created the very world, 
and who, (as immediately follows,) together with God the 
Father, has since the creation of the world administered all 
things by His own divine providence. Thus does Ignatius 
also speak concerning the Son of God, in his Epistle to the 
Magnesians 4; ‘“ Who was with the Father before the worlds, 
and in the end became manifest.” To the same effect after 
Ignatius, Justin in his Epistle to Diognetus*; “This is He 
who was from the beginning, but was revealed afresh ;” and, 
“This is He who was always, to-day accounted a Son.” In | 
another passage, the same Justin says'; “Saying that His 
generation then took place to men from the time that the 
knowledge of Him was about to be divulged.” But the new 
title is declared by the inspired author in verse 3, where he 
teaches, that the Son of God, although He was the bright- 
ness of His glory and the express image of the Father’s 
essence, [although also it is] He who administers all things 
by His most powerful Word’, yet by Himself effected the — 
purging of our sins, that is, by assuming our flesh in which 
He died for us; and, when that purging was accomplished, 
ascended the throne of the Divine Majesty in the Highest, 


as having merited that seat by the justest title. But there 
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is a great emphasis in the words “ having by Himself omar. vr. 
purged,” &c. (dv éavtod Kabapiopov érotnce). For they 7526. 
intimate that the Son of God, the brightness of the Father’s . 
glory, &¢., did not appoint any other to be the minister 
of this purging, but took to Himself human flesh into the 
unity of His divine Person, and in that flesh offered up 
Himself as a sacrifice for sins. With the same emphasis, in 
another passage, God, or the Lord, is said to have purchased 
the Church “with His own blood” (8a Tod iSlov atuaros), 
Acts xx. 28, where the very ancient Alexandrine MS. reads, 
_ 61a 70d aiparos rod idtov, which is still more emphatic. But 
the principal force of our interpretation lies in those words, 
60 ob Kal Tods aidvas éroince, “ by whom also He made the 
worlds ;” which, as we have elsewhere fully and most clearly 
shewn £, must certainly be understood of the creation of the 
world properly so called. “This being laid down, it is clear 
from this passage, that the Son of God existed indeed before 42 
all worlds with God the Father, and that in the nature and 
glory of the Father; that afterwards the whole universe 
was created by Him, which thenceforth He ruled and go- 
verned by His own Almighty bidding and authority; that, 
notwithstanding, this divine authority of the Son in a cer- 
tain sense’ lay hidden until the last days of the Gospel, ? quasi. 
and was then at length revealed, when the Son having [859] 
assumed man’s nature, had humbled Himself even unto 
death for the salvation of men, and thus had acquired for 
Himself, as it were by a new and most righteous title, divine’ 
authority over men. 

27. And indeed that economy of Fe divine Persons of the 
most holy Trinity appears to me an object of admiration ; 
whereby each several Person has by a distinct title, as it 
were, bound the human race particularly to His own divine 
authority—that title having also a distinct revelation of each 
Person’s authority corresponding to it. The Father we wor- 
ship under the title of the Creator of this universe, who was 
known to men even from the very creation of the world; we 
worship the Son under the title of our Redeemer and Saviour, 
whose divine glory and authority was on this account only 
yevealed after He had accomplished upon earth the salvation 

® See Judg. Cath. Church, v. 8. [p. 99.) 


f 
PRIMITIVE 
TRADITION 

OF THE 
CATHOLIO 
CHUROH. 


1 quem. 


2 humili- 
tate, 


[360] 


812 8. The glory resulting from Christ in His human 


and redemption of man. Lastly, we worship the Holy Spirit 
under the title of the Comforter, Enlightener, and Sanctifier, 
whose divine majesty accordingly shone forth more brightly 
after His descent upon the Apostles and first Christians, 
rendered go illustrious by the most abundant bestowal of gifts 
of every kind. For then indeed the Apostles, and that by 
Christ’s command, baptized the nations in “the full and 
united Trinity,” (to use Cyprian’s expression",) that is, in 
the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
This is the very thing which Tertullian meant, in his treatise 
On Baptism, chap. 11, where, in giving a reason why Christ 
did not baptize, he asks‘, “Into whom! should He baptize? 
Into repentance? To what purpose then had Hea forerunner ? 
Into the remission of sins, which He gave by a word? Into 
His own self? whom He concealed by His low estate*. Into 
the Holy Ghost? who had not yet descended from the 
Father. [Into the Church? which the Apostles had not yet 
established.”’] After this revelation, whereby the divine 
nature is known in Its distinct Persons, all to whom that 
revelation has been made are of right obliged, and by the 
divine precept are bound to pay the same divine worship 
and honour which they pay to the Father, to the Son also ; 
whereas aforetime it was sufficient for the pious among the 
people of God to worship and adore one God, the Parent of 
all, without that distinct recognition of Persons. Hence 
those expressions, that by the Gospel it is required, “ that 
all men should honour the Son even as they honour the 
Father,’ John v. 23; and again, “ Whosoever denieth the | 
Son, the same hath not the Father,” 1 John ii: 238. 

28. There remains the third mode in which a new divine 
authority, as it were, is in the Scriptures attributed to the 
Son of God, [who was] before the worlds God of God the 
Father. It is this; the Son of God after His resurrection 
was truly and properly exalted and elevated to the right 
hand of the Father, in that assumed nature of man, in which 
He humbled [or emptied] Himself, and in which He was 


* In plena et adunata Trinitate—  dabat? in semet ipsum, quem humi- 
Epistle to Jubaianus on the Baptism _ litate celabat? in Spiritum Sanctum, 
of Hereties, [p. 135. ] qui nondum a Patre descenderat? [in 

* In quem tingeret? in peentiten- Keclesiam? quam nondum apostoli 
tiam? quo ergo illi preecursorem? in  struxerant,] &c. [p. 228.] 
peccatorum remissionem, quam verbo 


’ 
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obedient to the Father, even to the death of the cross. Now 
whatever accrued to human nature, in His humiliation and 
in His exaltation alike, is in the Scriptures justly attributed to 
the Son of God also, by reason of the “ suprente and most 
intimate communion of the same” (dxpa Kal dvutepBjro 
kowwvia, as Origen * expresses the hypostatic union) “ with 
the divine Person of the Son of God.” Thus He, who was 
in the form of God, and equal to God, is said to have become 
obedient even to the death of the cross; He who is the 
brightness of the Father’s glory, and by whose almighty 
command and authority all things were administered, is said 
by Himself to have purged our sins; He who is “ the Prince 
of life!,” is said to have been slain, Acts iii: 15. He who is 
‘the Lord of glory ™,” is said to have been crucified, 1 Cor. 
i. 8. So on the othee hand, God (that is, the Son) is said-by 
Paul to be “ received up into glory ®,” 1 Tim. iii. 16; that is, 


in that flesh in which He was manifested’. And to this the: 
paOn. 


Saviour’s words, as it seems to me, are to be referred, in the 
prayer which He poured forth to the Father just before His 
death, John xvii. 4,5; “I have glorified Thee on the earth: 


_I have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do. And 


now, O Father, glorify Thou Me with Thine own self with the 
glory which I had with Thee before the world was.” Christ 
asks, that is, that the glory which the divine nature had 
always had with the Father, even before the world was, might 
now be communicated to the human nature also, not only 
by raising it from the dead, and exalting it into heaven, but by 
setting it at the Father’s right hand, where the Divine Nature 
had ever been. In vain; however, do heretics attempt to take 
away the force of this passage, by interpreting it of the divine 
predestination, as their fathers did aforetime®. For they 


cannot establish such an interpretation by any sufficiently 


apt example from the holy Scriptures. Their pretence that 
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epave- 


a similar mode of expression is found in 2 Tim.i. 9, where . 


the Apostle speaking of believers says, “that grace was given 
to them before the world began,” is entirely without founda- 
tion. We will produce the very words of the whole pas- 


k Contra Celsum, lib. vi. p. 309. 2 dvarauBaverOa ev ddén. = 
[e. 48. p. 670.] ° See Novatian on the Trinity, 
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calling, not according to our works, but according to His 
own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus 
before the world began.”’ How vast is the difference between 
this passage, and that of which we are treating! For in the 
first place, the Apostle does not simply say, cata ydpw Soei- 
cav, “according to the grace which was given;” but, card 
mpibecw Kat yapw Sobetcay, “according to the purpose and 
grace which was given.” Which words either contain the 
figure hendiadys, as it is called ; ‘‘ purpose and grace”’ mean- 
ing “gracious purpose ;” (as afterwards in the tenth verse, 
“life and immortality” mean “immortal life;”) or at least 
they clearly bear the following sense: “According to the 
grace, which God purposed or decreed to give us, in Christ, 
before the world began.” Then, secondly, Christ does not 
say, “the glory Thou gavest Me before the world was,” 
but, “the glory which I had with Thee,” &c. And one 
who cannot see a difference between these two statements, 
can see little indeed. For, (considering the certainty of that 
purpose, whereby, God decreed, that in ages to come the 
faithful should have that grace in Christ,) that grace may be 
said to be even then given by God, although neither it nor 
they actually existed, to possess then what was being given 
to them. But “the verb ‘have’ has a possessive force, and 
signifies actual and present enjoyment,” as has been rightly 
observed here, by the right reverend the Bishop of Ely 4, in 
his Vindication of Passages of Scripture against the Racovian 
Catechism, sect. xxii. Lastly, in the words of Christ it is 
said, “The glory which I had vapa cou, with Thee,” that is, 
existing together with Thyself. And it cannot be doubted, 
that these words of Christ, “the glory which I had with 
Thee before the world was,’’ have the same meaning with 
John’s statement in the beginning of his Gospel, that “the 
Word was in the beginning with God” (zmpds @edv), that is, 
with the Father. In what sense the human nature of Christ, 


»? rod owoavTos Huds Kal Kadéoayros 
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a [The work referred to is the 
Inerepatio Barjesu: sive polemics 


assertiones locorum aliquot 8. Scrip- 
ture, ab imposturis perversionum 
in Catechesi Racoviana, written by 
Matthew Wren, Bp. of Ely, and pub- 
lished by his son. Lect. xxii. § 3. 
p. 193. Lond. 1660.] 


Conclusion. 3815 
= 


exalted in heaven, is a partaker of the divine glory and 
honour, we have shewn in our Defence of the Nicene Creed, 
i. 8. 15. [p. 126.] 

29. Thus far have we treated of the worship of Jesus 
Christ, and of the argument thence derived by Justin and 
other fathers in proof of His Godhead. From the whole of 
this, it is now, I think, clear enough, that the religious 
scruple of those excellent men, which made them dread to 
offer divine worship to a mere man, was not vain, childish, 
and superstitious, (as it was deemed to be by that arrogant 
despiser of the fathers, Zwicker,) but supported by the most 
just, nay the most invincible, reasons ; such as he and his 
man-worshipping allies found it a much easier task to treat 
with contempt than ever effectually to refute. 


To the only God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 
be ascribed worship and blessing, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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BRIEF ANIMADVERSIONS [367] 


IN REPLY TO 


A TREATISE BY GILBERT CLERKE. 


ANIMADVERSIONS ON THE PREFACE. 


In his preface the author gives a summary of his views, 
briefly indeed, but yet clearly, and with an apt enough 
method which one vainly looks for in the treatise itself. At. 
the beginning of the preface, after observing, “ that all Trini- 
tarians of whatever Church, whether Protestants or Papists, 
confidently assert, and wish to have it thought that they 
firmly believe, that all the fathers, from the very times of the 
Apostles downwards, are on their side in the article of the 
Trinity,” goes on immediately to add, “The Unitarians 
alone, who think with Socinus, frankly acknowledge, (such is | 
their openness and candour,) that the ancient writers do not 
entirely agree with them; and that therefore they have 
recourse to the holy Scriptures, as it were to a safe refuge. 

Not the less, however, do they boast (and this is all they can 

fairly do) that the doctors who lived within the first three 
centuries, held, that the Father alone, and no other, is that 
supreme God, above whom there is no other God; and that 

so far they were of the same opinion as themselves.” My 
‘answer is, that the primitive doctors of the Church did always 
distinctively 1 call God the Father, as the Father, and as the} d:aspure- 
head and fountain of the Godhead, the “supreme” or “ most “** 
high”? God, nay even “the one” God, as we have ourselves 

often observed in our former writings. But at the same time [368] 
we also remarked, that the same fathers did notwithstanding 
uniformly acknowledge the true and complete’ divinity of ? solidam. 
the Son of God. This has been most fully made clear in the 


REPLY 
TO 


OLERKE. 


[369] 


320 The doctrine of Subordination declared in the Nicene Creed. 


Defence of the Nicene Creed, book iv.; “ On the Subordi- 
nation of the Son to the Father, as to His Origin and Prin- 
ciple;” in the first and second chapters of which, I have 
shewn at length that not only the Antenicene fathers, but all 
those likewise that lived after the Council of Nice, nay even 
the schoolmen themselves, acknowledged that subordination. 
What is to be said of the fact that, in the Nicene Creed itself, 
which was drawn up against the Arians, the same subor- 
dination is declared openly enough? For thus the Confession 
begins; ‘‘ We believe in one God the Father Almighty,” &c. 
But there also immediately follows, “ and in one Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of God, God of God, Light of Light, 
Very God of Very God,” &c. So that the author of Ante- 
nicenismus betrays either his ignorance or his shamelessness, 
when he writes as follows, in his 78th page; “I saw that 
Dr. Bull in his fourth book on ‘The Subordination’ has 
given up a considerable part of the question to us;” for in 
that fourth book I have given up nothing which has not been 
always conceded by all Catholics; nothing which can at all 
further the cause either of the Socinians or even of the 
Arians. The first proposition of that book, upon which 
depend the propositions that follow it, is this; “That decree 
of the Council of Nice, in which it is laid down, that the Son 
of God is ‘ God of God’ (Gedy é« @eod), is confirmed by the 
voice of the Catholic doctors, both those who wrote before, 
and those who wrote after that Council. For they all with 
one accord taught, that the divine nature and perfections 
belong to the Father and Son, not collaterally or co-ordinately, 
but subordinately; that is to say, that the Son has indeed 
the same divine nature in common with the Father, but 
communicated by the Father; in such sense, that is, that 
the Father alone hath the divine nature from Himself, in 
other words, from no other; but the Son from the Father ; 
consequently that the Father is the fountain, origin, and 
principle of the divinity, which is in the Son.?? Let Mr. 
Clerke and his friends allow, that the Son has the same 
divine nature in common with the Father, and we Catholies 
should have no further controversy with them. 

2, Immediately afterwards in his preface he adds; “ More- 
over, from Eusebius, v. 28, and from others, they learnt that 
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a great, if not the greatest, number of the! bishops in the s1—3. 

first two centuries taught that Christ, as to His essence, was 

man only; and during those centuries it was allowable to 

declare the simple truth in safety to the people who loved 

the simple truth, and without having those horrible charges 

of blasphemy fastened upon one, which the writers of a 

later age unblushingly poured forth, with wicked zeal, not to 

say dishonesty.” This most silly fable of the Artemonites 

we have refuted and exploded at length in our, preceding 

Treatise * against Daniel Zwicker, to which I refer the reader. : disputa- 
3. In the same preface ‘again he had the effrontery to 4% 

write ; ‘‘ They all with one accord deny, that there was any 

Son of God in existence before the worlds, much less begotten 

from everlasting ; nay with one voice they all profess to wage 

an unceasing war against the primitive divines, even those 

prior to the Council of Nice, who took their opinions respect- 

ing the Son of God not out of the Scriptures, but out of their 

own head and from the school of Plato, and thrust it upon the 

people to believe, notwithstanding its inauspicious origin; for 

even at that early period the Church, decked out and furnished 

with philosophic teachers, under their unfortunate assistance, 

‘declined, as had been divinely predicted, from the simplicity 

of the faith. Justin Martyr, who was imbued with the Pla- 

_ tonic philosophy, prides himself on that circumstance, and [370] 

in his first and second Apologies contends that Plato had 

learnt from Moses, that the whole universe was created and 

formed by the Word of God. Those doctors indeed put on 

Christ in such a way as not to divest themselves of Plato.” 

I request the intelligent. reader to observe the man’s effron- 

tery and his remarkable shamelessness. He does not blush 

to profess openly, that he and his party wage war, and that 

- an “unceasing?” one, not only against the Catholic Church ’ jugiter. 

of the present day, but also against the primitive divines. 

He does not hesitate to attack* those holy men, of whom $ proscin- 

also the greatest part sealed their belief in Christ with their paits 

own blood, with the foulest reproaches, as if they had taken 

their opinion of the Son of God out of their own head, and 

the school of Plato, not out of the Scriptures, and had thrust 

it upon the people to believe notwithstanding its inauspicious 

origin. In other words, he makes those venerable persons to 
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322 False representations as to the Fathers’ Arianizing ; 


be blasphemous innovators and sacrilegious corrupters of the 
Christian faith, and that too in its primary article. With 
respect however to what he says about Platonism, and its 
introduction into the Church by Justin Martyr, I have clearly 
shewn how groundless it is, in my Dissertation against Zwicker, 
to which reference has been already made. 

4. After some intervening matter the author of the Ante- 
nicenismus thus proceeds; “ But it was not all at once, that 
the simple truth of Christ was so foully depraved. For 
according to the observation of the Unitarians, it is clear 
from undoubted testimonies of the fathers, that the views of 
the Antenicene doctors were entirely Arian or very near to 
the Arian, certainly nearer to the error which Arius ran into, 
than to the opinions of the schoolmen, or, which is pretty 
much the same thing, to the ieee articles of the homo- 
ousian party of the present day.” I ask, what is it, that 
the Unitarians have observed to be so clear from the un- 
doubted testimony of the fathers? Is it, that the views of 
the Antenicene writers are entirely Arian? He does not . 
venture himself to stand to this assertion, and therefore adds, 
‘or very near to the Arian;” nay he is still in doubt, and 
subjoins, “certainly nearer to the error of Arius than to the 
opinions of the schoolmen,” &c. I, however, affirm, that 
it is clear from undoubted testimonies of the Antenicene 
doctors, that their views were neither the Arian, nor like to 
the Arian, but quite contrary to the Arian view. For they 
all acknowledged that the Son is of one substance [with the - 
Father}, which is diametrically opposed to the Arian hypo- 
thesis. This we have clearly shewn in our Defence of the 
Nicene Creed. This was acknowledged by Petavius himself 
from whose instructions the Unitarians have learnt to frame 
this calumny against the primitive fathers. But the author 
of the Antenicenismus was taught by Curcelleus to say in 
objection to this, that the ancient doctors, who acknowledged 
the consubstantiality of the Son, that is, that the Son is of 
the same substance with God the Father, meant nothing else, 
than that the essence of the Father and the Son was speci- 
fically the same. 

To this I reply; What if the case were so? still it would 
by no means follow, that the views of the Antenicene fathers 
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were entirely Arian, or like to the Arian. For with respect — § 3, 4. 
to the specific unity of the Persons in the Most Hote Trinity; 7a. 
such union as is that of individuals ' or persons among created ! supposi- 
things, (for instance, that of three men, Peter, Paul, and J olan os" 
who are mutually separate from one another, and do not at 

all depend on one another, so far as their essence is con- 
cerned, [of such an union I say,]) the primitive doctors of the 
Church never even dreamt. The union of the divine Per- 

sons, which they acknowledged, was a far different one, 

of such a ‘kind, indeed, that no instance and no similitude, 

- suitable in every way? to illustrate it, can be found among ? usque- 
created things. They explain the matter thus; that God the ans 
Father is, as I have already said, the head and fountain of 

the Godhead, from whom the Son and the Holy Spirit are [372] 
derived ; but yet in such wise derived, as not at all to become 
separate from the Father’s Person, but to be in the Father 

and the Father in Them, by a certain “ circumincession *” [or, * repiyé- 
mutual inexistence], as they call it: on this subject we have?” 
treated fully in our Defence of the Nicene Creed, iv. 4. 9. 

[p. 641.] From this circumincession Petavius himself main- 

tains, that numerical unity can be established. See his 

work, On the Trinity, iv. 16. It is at any rate clear, that 

this explanation cannot by any means be made consistent 

with the Arian hypothesis; it is also clear, that by the same 
explanation Tritheism is excluded, and the unity of the 
Godhead is maintained, without the real distinction of Persons 

being impaired *. This was observed by the synod assembled ¢ salva. 
at Rome under Dionysius, bishop of that city, in the case of 

the Alexandrian Dionysius, against whom certain of the 
Pentapolitans had brought the charge of denying the consub- 
stantiality of the Son of God. For the fathers at that Council, 

after severely censuring those who introduced Tritheism by 
cutting and dividing the holy unity’ into three independent ° je Syiae 
hypostases, quite separated mutually from one another, imme- Rncreare 
diately subjoin*; “ For the divine Word must needs be one 2** 
with the God of all; and the Holy Ghost must needs repose 

and habitate in God; and further, thus the Divine Trinity 

must be gathered up and brought together into One, as into a 


«[Athanas. de Deeret. Syn. Nic. 26, the Nicene Creed, book ii. ¢. 11. § 1. 
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point,—the God (I mean) of all, the Almighty.” This expla~ 
nation was always deemed an orthodox one in the Church of 
Christ down to the times of Damascene, who in his third 
book,.On the Orthodox Faith, chap. 5, thus writes respecting 
the divine Persons’; ‘ We know that They cannot go forth 
from, or be set apart from Each Other, and that They are 
united and mutually contained, without being confused, One 
in the Other ; and [that They are] united without being con- 
fused;—for They are Three, although They be united,—and 
distinguished without interval. For although each’ [ Person } 
subsists by Himself, that is, is a perfect hypostasis, and has 
His own peculiar property, in other words, His mode of 
existence, different [from that of the Others]; yet They are 
united both in Their essence and in Their natural properties ; 
and, in that They are not removed by an interval, nor go out 
from the Father’s hypostasis, They both are, and are said to 
be, also, one God only.” That this circumincession is a 
great mystery, religiously to be adored rather than curiously 
pried into, I have warned the reader at the very end of my 


- Defence of the Nicene Creed :—that warning, I would have 


him read again and again, and especially keep ever in mind 
the golden words of the very learned Athenagoras, with which 
that. book coneludes. 

5. But strange indeed is what the author of the Ante- 
nicenismus asserts, in a subsequent part of his preface; 
“ The Nicene fathers,” he says, “lay down that the Son is 
begotten of the Father’s essence, (begotten, I say, not made;) 
and begotten before all worlds, but yet not co-eternal with 
the Father.’ But it is manifest that the Nicene fathers. 
acknowledged the co-eternity of the Son, from the anathema 
appended to their creed, in which they condemn such as said 
of the Son, jv more, d7e ovx iv, “ There was once [a time |, 
when He was not.” For if the Son is not co-eternal with 
His Father, the Arians were right in affirming, “ theré was 
once [a time] when He was not.” Presently he says of the 
same fathers, that they made the Son to be “of the same 
essence with the Father, but by no means co-equal with 
Him.” This is absurd ; for if the Son be of the same essence 


» [P. 210; cited ibid. book iy. chap. 4. § 12. p, 648. note «} 
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with the Father, He must needs be equal to the Father, §4—6. 
kata vow, in His nature and essence, which is the only [374] 


equality of the Son. asserted by Catholics. See Def. Nic. 
Creed, iv. 2. . 


ANIMADVERSIONS ON THE TREATISE ITSELF, 


6. IN my examination of the preface I have cut away the 
chief support of the treatise which follows, by meeting, that 
is, the objection, which fills almost every page of the Ante- 
nicenismus, and which the author everywhere opposes, like 
the Gorgon’s head, to those testimonies of the Antenicene 
doctors, which [ had adduced in support of the Son’s consub- 
Stantiality and co-eternity. This objection is more plainly 
stated, in the Antenicenismus, p. 100, in these terms; “ If 
i were to concede both points to the very learned Dr. Bull, 
the consubstantiality and the co-eternity as well,—although 
it would indeed be enough for the title of his work and his 
Defence of the Council, (perhaps more than enough with 
respect to the co-eternity,) still he could not be regarded as 
having yet done enough for his cause; for whatever he pro- 
fessed in thé title-page of the book, it is clear that Dr. Bull 
throughout directs his weapons against the Unitarians, so far 
as they deny that Christ is the Most High God, possessing 
numerically? the same essence with the Father; a doctrine ' candem 
which if Dr. Bull did not believe, even he himself would not eee. 
escape the charge of being a heretic from the Autotheists and 
other Catholics: just as? he might be called a Semiarian * by - ey 
certain zealots, those, I mean, who believe that in no respect  andire 
whatever can the slightest inferiority or relation of less* to bese, 
greater be inferred [as existing] among the Persons from nes 
the order*® [in which They stand].” In what sense the Bee ina 
“ancient Catholic doctors (with whom I hold) said, that God 
the Father was the supreme God, distinctively’, without ° daxpere 
impairing’ the true divinity of the Son of God; what they TasivAc 
believed to be the union of Persons in the Most. Holy 
Trinity, I have clearly and lucidly shewn. From the Auto- [87 5] 
theists, as he calls them, it is manifest enough that TI fear 
nothing, for I have not shrunk from encountering them 


openly, in my Defence of the Nicene Creed, iv. 1. § 7, 3. 
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326  Clerke’s distinction that words may be understood 


[pp. 565, &c.] And as for zealots, who are in the habit of 
rashly determining about subjects which they do not under- 
stand, I care not. Truth is what I have always loved before 
all things, and sought with a sincere and unprejudiced 
mind, (and, as I trust, by God’s grace have found,) not in 
the mazes! of schoolmen, nor in the systems of moderns, 
(although I have never wholly made light of the labours 
either of the one or the other, but have always thought they 
might be read with advantage,) but in the Holy Scriptures, 
understood—to use the expression of Vincentius of Lerins “— 
according to the rule of the ecclesiastical and the Catholic 
sense. But of this I have said more than enough’. 

7. It would be tedious to unravel all the tricks, arts, and 
shiftings of this author. We will briefly note a few of the 
chief. He has invented a distinction between the “ intense ” 
and the “remiss” sense of words ; and he applies it to evade | 
the force of certain very clear testimonies of the ancients 
which I had adduced. Thus, for instance, on the striking 
passage of Clement of Alexandria, in his Exhortation, p. 68 ¢ ; 
“The divine Word, who truly is the most manifest God, 


- made equal to the Lord of all, because He was His Son, and 


[because] the Word was in God.” He says, “The force of 
the argument lies in the word é&:0w@els, made equal.” And 
then answers, p. 94; “ First in a general way, there is no 
necessity that this should be understood of an absolute equa- 
lity in all respects, 7. e. in an intense sense, such as the Athana- 
sian dogma requires.” But what does the sophist mean by 
the words, “ an absolute equality in all respects” ? Does he 
mean an equality even in respect of origin? But such an 
equality the doctrine of Athanasius does not require. For 
neither Athanasius nor any other of the ancients ever denied 
the pre-eminence of God the Father, as He is the Father, 
and the origin and fountain of the Godhead. His answer 
therefore, in the next page, to this testimony of Clement’s, is 
absurd; “ Clement expressly distinguishes the Word from 
the Father, as the Lord of all; which words ascribe to the 
Father a pre-eminence and a prerogative, even on the admis- 
sion of Dr. Bull; that is, I assert, that the Son is not the 

¢ Heeres. ¢. 2. drt Hv vids adrod, kal db Adyos Av ev Ta 
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Supreme God.” Clement is treating of an equality of nature, § 6,7. 
which he plainly teaches is an absolute equality. For he 
says that the Word is “ most manifestly the true God °.” Now 

~is it possible to understand these words also in a remiss 
sense? By what words, I ask, could Clement have expressed 

more significantly “the intense sense??? Clement however 
proves, that the Word is most manifestly the true God, from 

the fact that He is the Son of God and exists in God ;— 

a reasoning the force of which manifestly lies in this, that 

every son is of the same nature and essence with his father ; 

and that whatsoever exists in God Himself must needs be God 
Himself. But what does Mr. Clerke mean when he adds the 
following words in the same place, p. 94? “ Again, Dr. Bull 

does not receive from his authors, but, either for the support 

of his cause, or else through necessity, he puts on them * [the ! ad eos 
view], that this equality must be understood in respect; not of *"*™ 
person, but of divine nature, using a distinction which was 

not invented till long after those authors were dead.” Does 

he mean that no one before Clement taught that the Son of 

God is of the same nature with God His Father, and there- 

fore is equal to God the Father in respect of His nature, and. 

that the Son is at the same time in a certain sense? inferior ? aliqua 
to God the Father, namely, as being the second Person, ‘?"* 
having His origin from God the Father? But I have shewn- [877] 
in my Def. Nic. Creed, iv. 2, that the fathers, who wrote 
before the birth of Clement, and after him, did all teach both 

these doctrines. What he afterwards subjoins as an answer 

to this passage of Clement, p. 95, convicts him either of 
impudence, or at any rate of the grossest carelessness in 
reading my book; ‘ The reason,” he says, “that is assigned 

by Clement, and adduced by Sandius, viz. ‘because He is 

the Son of God, proves the same thing; for every son, as 

‘such, is less than his father, nor would the Gentiles to whom 
Clement writes understand this reasoning in any other way ; 

to which reasoning of Sandius Dr. Bull makes no reply.” 
Nothing can be more untrue; for to this foolish objection 

of Sandius I have given a long answer in my Defence of the 


Nicene Creed, iv. 2. 4. [p. 579.] 


(Greek, “truly the most manifest God ;” see Def. Nic. Creed, p, 184. note ”.] 
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328  Clerke would alter the readings, without authority. 


-8. Since he is unable with any show of reason to apply 
this distinction of an intense and a remiss sense to shake the 
force of any testimony which I have adduced, he has recourse 
to a desperate expedient, that of altering the text of the 
author, without the sanction of any printed edition or MS. 
Thus, for example, on that remarkable passage of, Clement, 
Pedag. iii. 7, which I quoted in my Defence of the Nicene 
Creed, ii. 6. 4.f [p. 186]; “ For he that hath THE ALMIGHTY 
Gop THE WorD, is in need of nothing, and never is at any 
time without supply of that which he wants; for the WorD 
is a possession that needeth nothing, and the cause of all 
abundance ;”—to this passage of Clement, I say, the author 


of the Antenicentsmus makes this answer, p. 82; “The prin- 


cipal passage quoted by Dr. Bull from Clement, is Pedag. 
li. 7, avevdens yap 6 Tov TavToKpaTopa Oedv rOyov éywv, &e. 
Dr. B. p. [186]; ‘ For he that hath THE ALMicHTY GoD THE 
Word, is in need of nothing,’ &c. This passage which Dr. 
Bull has printed in capital letters might be set right by a 
slight change, if, for instance, it were written in the genitive 
case, Tov mavtoxpatopos @eod. And, certainly, unless some 
such error of the copyist be admitted, I should venture to 
assert that that word (viz. ‘Almighty ’) had been shamelessly 
foisted in by some impostor.” I reply, that that slight 
change of the text could by no means be endured, not only 
because it is not supported by the authority of any MS., but 
also because that slight change would entirely take away the 
force of the meaning of the author. The meaning of Clement 
is evident, [viz.| that he, who has the Word, can be in want 
of nothing, because that Word is the Almighty God, who can 


do all things for His own, and, as Almighty God, is the 


source of all abundance. 
9. In the next place he asks me, with an appeal too to my 
conscience, where I ever found that Christ is by any ancient 


. doctor called by the name of Almighty God? I reply, He 


is called so by Tertullian, and that in the very passage which 
he himself afterwards points at, although he dares not quote 
it at length, [the passage occurs in Tertullian’s treatise | 


f dvevdens yap 6 tov TayToKparopa, 
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Against Praxeas, c. 17%. ‘The names of the Father—God gs 7—10. 
Almighty, the Most High, the Lord of Hosts, the King of 
Israel, He that Is—inasmuch as the Scriptures so teach, 
these we say belonged also to the Son, and that in these the 
Son has come and in these has ever acted, and thus mani- 
fested them in Himself unto men. ‘All things,’ He says, 
‘that the Father hath, are Mine” Then why not His names 
also? When, therefore, you read Almighty God, and Most 
High, and God of Hosts, and King of Israel, and He that Is, 
consider whether by these the Son also be not indicated, 
WHO IN His OWN RIGHT IS GOD ALMIGHTY, IN THAT Hk IS THE 
Worp or Gop Atmicuty.” These words of Tertullian the 
author of the Antenicenismus, with his usual shamelessness, 
refers to Christ, p. 83, in that He is “exalted by the. right 
hand of God;” and is even bold enough to affirm, that: from 
this very passage “it is most clear that Tertullian, in his [879] © 
treatise Against Praxeas, (which Dr. Bull quotes in support 
of the Consubstantiality,) did not believe, that Christ was 
Almighty God.” Surely, Tertullian’s meaning in the passage 
cited is most manifest, [viz.] that CoRist as Hu Is THE TRUE* * genuinus. 
Son Or GoD THE FATHER, and as He is His Word, (the Logos 
existing in Him,) has all things which God the Father has, 
and that therefore all the essential attributes of God the 
Father belong to Him, and among them the attribute of 
[being] God Almighty. 

10. With the same confidence does he endeavour " to elude 
the clear passage of Irenzeus, Against Heresies, 11. 43‘; “ For 
thou art not uncreated, O man; nor wast thou always co- 
existent with God like His own’? Word.” On which passage ©, La St 
‘he thus remarks; “ It would not appear unsuitable (if it were 
necessary) to explain these words by understanding [‘ God’], 
with which Irenzus is accustomed to join ‘the Word’: 
‘as if he should say: For thou art not uncreated, O man, as 
God is, nor wast thou always co-existent with God, like His 
nearest? Word.” But it is most evident, that both the ®proxi- | 
clauses of this sentence of Irenzus, viz. “Thou art not See 
uncreated,”” as well as, “ nor wast thou always co-existent 


# [P. 510; cited in the Defence of » [P. 86] 
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330 © Clerke keeps Bp. Bull's arguments out of sight. 


with God,” ought to be referred to the same Word of God. 

Nay, if the former clause of the sentence, “thou art not 
uncreated,” were blotted out, our cause would remain unhurt, 
and the Word of God: uncreated. That is to say; it would 
be intimated with sufficient clearness, that He is not a made 
or created being, in the following clause of the sentence, 
“nor wast thou always co-existent with God like His Word.” 
For these words unquestionably declare the co-eternal exist- 
ence of the Word with God the Father, from which it neces- 
sarily follows, that the Word must not by any means be 
classed amongst the things that are made by God, or created 
beings. It is to be observed also, that’ Mr. Clerke follows 
the corrupt and absurd reading of Erasmus and Gallasius, 
putting proximum [nearest] instead of proprium | His own], 
contrary to the authority of the majority of MSS. and those 
the best. See the note of my very learned friend, Dr. Grabe, 


upon this passage. 


11. Moreover, we must observe, that Mr. Clerke in his 
answers to the testimonies of the ancients, which I had quoted, 
constantly keeps out of sight the principal arguments, by 
which I confirm those testimonies; and sometimes even 
brings forward afresh objections which I had clearly refuted, 
as if I had passed them by altogether untouched, and that 
designedly. Thus, for example, in p. 101, in reply to Justin’s 
testimony respecting the Son’s consubstantiality, he sports 
with the similitudes with which that excellent man endea- 
vours to illustrate the subject, which no one in his senses 
supposed to agree in every particular. But let the impartial 
reader consult what we have said in the Defence of the 
Nicene Creed, i. 4. 4*, and he will see not only that Justin 
really acknowledged the consubstantiality of the Son of God, 
but also that the doctrine of the Son’s being produced of! 
the very essence and substance of God the Father, was a 
doctrine which in Justin’s time was received, fixed, settled, . 
and confirmed in the Catholic Church: and that the heretics 
of those times assailed that doctrine with the same cavils, 
which the Arians and other heretics afterwards employed ; 
and lastly, that the Catholics in Justin’s age met the 
sophism with exactly the. same reply, which the Catholic 
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doctors used in order to stop the mouths of the Arians, after 
Arius had raised a controversy about the consubstantiality. 
Thus to the objection, which in pp. 111—118 he raises, 
from Tertullian’s saying, that the Son is “a portion of the 
divinity, that God the Father cannot be included in space and 
is invisible, that the Son appeared in space, and is visible,” 
I have given a long and clear answer in Def. Nic. Creed, 
ii. 7. 4, 5,! and iv. 3. 8, 9™: but the whole of this Mr. Clerke 


passes over in silence. However, I can confidently appeal to. 


Mr. Clerke’s conscience whether he seriously believes, that 
it was Tertullian’s real opinion, that God the Father and God 
the Son are of a nature so different, as that the One is an 
imperfect, and the Other a perfect, God; the One incapable 
of being included in space, the Other not so; the One in His 
- own nature visible, the Other invisible? ‘Such a supposition 
is contradicted by the express testimonies of Tertullian, which 
we have quoted in speaking of the Son’s consubstantiality, 
Def. Nic. Creed, ii. 7. Once for all, I will say, that I have 
one request to make of the candid reader, (and it is not an 
unfair one,) that he will not hastily rely on Mr. Clerke’s asser- 
tions in his answer to my book, before he shall have examined 
the passages themselves, which he professes to answer. 

12. In his answer to my work, Mr. Clerke treats subjects 
in a confused and irregular manner, without observing any 
order. I will briefly notice the chief points which remain, in 
the order in which they occur. In p. 78, where he first 
begins his treatise against me, you may read these words 
of his; “ First, let us treat of Clement, whom Dr. Bull proves 
to have been a Trinitarian from the circumstance of his call- 
ing Christ ‘God, and ‘the great God ;’ as if the Unitarians 
themselves did not acknowledge Christ to be ‘ God’ and even 
‘the great God;’ yea, in accordance with Rom. ix. 5, ‘ over 
all God blessed for ever.’” That Clement of Alexandria 
was a Trinitarian, I prove, not only from Christ’s being called 
by him “God” and “the great God,” but from many other 
exceedingly clear testimonies, which I adduced in Def. Nic. 
Creed, ii. 6. One illustrious testimony I have already quoted, 
and vindicated from Mr. Clerke’s frivolous cavils. But who 
can read without indignation, what he says about himself 
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332 Of Clement’s saying ‘ the nature of the Son is most near 


and his Unitarian friends acknowledging Christ to be “God” 
even the “great God,” yea, according to Rom. ix. 5, “ over 
all God blessed for ever”? which means, forsooth, that the 


[882] Unitarians acknowledge Christ to be God, but a created God, 


1 urget. 


2 Kar 
etoxiv. 


such as to be a mere creature, that had no existence before 
His birth of the Virgin. O great God! 

Again, in the 79th and following pages, we have his 
lengthy exposition, or rather perversion, of this noble passage 
of St. Paul; to which exposition may be opposed what we 
have written Def. Nic. Creed, ii. 5. 3", where we have shewn 
that all the fathers, even the Antenicene, who have quoted 
this passage, read and understood it in exactly the same 
way in which it is read and understood Dy Catholics of the ~ 
present day. 

18. In page 84 he dwells* upon a passage of Clement’s, 
Strom. vii. p. 702°, which Petavius had remarked on, and 
I had myself examined, in Def, Nic. Creed?, ii. 6. 6, in which 
it is said, that 1 viod dvows TO mov TavToKpaTopL Tpoce- 
yeotaTn, te. “the nature of the Son is most closely con- 
joined with the alone Almighty ;” and to my observations on 
the passage he thus replies; “ Dr. Bull, in order to evade the 
force: of the passage which has been cited, will have it that 
mpoceyertaTn means ‘most: closely conjomed’ [eonjunctis- 
sima], rather than ‘ most near to’ | propinquissima] ; whatever 


‘difference, however, this makes is in our favour; for the 
-more closely conjoined the Second Person is to the First, 


so much more glorious are the titles, which He is capable 
of receiving: but as the Second Person is not the First, 
although most closely conjoined with Him, so therefore 
neither is the Word ‘ Almighty God, ’ although most closely 
conjoined with Him.” In answer to this it might be said, 
that “the Almighty” (6 wavtoxpdrwp), in the passage in 
question, denotes God the Father, who as pete the fountain 
of the Godhead is by way of pre-eminence? called Almighty 
God, by Clement and other ancient writers. But we allow, 


[383] that the Word is not God the Father, although He is next to, 


or most closely conjoined with, God the Father; nay, that 

He is manifestly distinguished from God the Father, by the 

very fact of His being said to be “next to” [ proximus| or 
» EP. 162.] © [P. 831] p (P. 187.) - 


to that of the Father ;’ of the Son as Minister of the Father. 333 


“ most elosels conjomed with” [conjunctissimus] God the 
Father (for it does not much matter in which of these ways 
mpocexeotaTn is rendered). Notwithstanding that the Logos, 
as begotten of God the Almighty Father Himself, (the 
perfect Word, born of the perfect Father, as Clement actually 
says, in the Pedag. i. 6. p. 924) may be called and is 
Almighty God, and is by Clement himself expressly called 
so, as I have shewn clearly a little above. But Mr. Clerke 
in his treatise often repeats and parades this passage of 
Clement, and (following the guidance herein of Petavius) 
infers from it, that this most learned father believed, with the 
Arians, or at least with the Semiarians, that the nature of 
the Son of God is indeed most near or most like to the 
Father’s, but not the same with it. The impartial reader 
however should consult and seriously weigh the passages of 


Clement which I have produced in Def. Nic. Creed, ii. 6, 


(and especially the remarkable doxology from the conclusion 
of the Pedag. which I quote in § 4 of the said chapter,) and 
then believe, if he can, that Clement did not acknowledge the 
consubstantiality of the Son. Would it not then have been 
better if in the passage of Clement in question the word 


§ 12—14. 


gvous were regarded as equivalent to personal subsistence ', | persona- 


a sense in which Photius and Petavius himself have re- 
marked that it was used by other fathers also? See Def. Nic. 
Creed, 1i..9, 11". 

14. In the same page Mr. Clerke observes, that the primi~ 
tive fathers “most frequently speak of the Son of God as 
the Father’s minister, and as obedient to Him.” And shortly 
afterwards he produces some passages, especially out of 
Trenzeus, to that effect. In Def. Nic. Creed, 11. 5. 5, 6, 7%, 
however, I have replied to those passages at length, as they 
were quoted by Petavius, in which reply I clearly shewed, 
that in those passages Irenzeus says such things as are so far 
. from savouring of Arianism, that they quite overturn the 
dogma of Arius. The impartial reader may examine what. 
we have there said, and judge for himself. In the next page 
but one Mr. Clerke brings forward a passage from Origen’s 


iter. 


[384] 


sixth book against Celsus, p. 317', where Adamantius ’ says, ? @. e. Ori- 
. ‘ n 
that “the Son of God, the Word, was the immediate Creator °° 
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of the world, who Himself by Himself! framed the universe ; 
whilst the Father of the Word was the primary Creator, by 
reason of His having given commandment to His Son and 
Word to make the world.” Now this passage also, which 
Petavius had likewise quoted, I examined at length, and 
clearly shewed that it contains nothing which other Catholic 
fathers—whether Antenicene or Postnicene—have not said ; 
nothing which, when fairly interpreted, is inconsistent with 
the rule of faith, even so far as it is delivered and explained 
by the Nicene fathers. See Def. Nic. Creed, i. 9. 10. 
[p. 283.] . 

15. In the same page Mr. Clerke thus proceeds; “I am 
really obliged to Dr. Bull for supplying me with two irre- 
fragable testimonies: first, from chap. 11 of Eusebius’s Pane- _ 
gyric on Constantine, to this effect; “Emei yap....* For 
inasmuch as it was not possible, that the fleeting substance 
of bodies, and the nature of the rational creatures, but just 
brought into being, should approach to the all-ruling God, 
through the exceeding degree wherein they fall short of Him, 
.... being most widely distant and far removed from the 
nature which is unbegotten ; with good reason the All-good and 
God of the universe interposes a mean (eds Tév Odwv péonv | 
twa), the Divine and Almighty power (7avahkj divapw) 
of His only-begotten Word, which has indeed the most perfect 
and intimate imtercourse possible with the Father... not- 
withstanding which He mercifully condescended, and in a 
certain manner conformed, and adapted Himself to those 
that fall short of the Supreme.’ No doubt there is a distance 
between even the Word and the Supreme, though not a great 


‘one. But what does Dr. Bull say on this? He answers, 
.p. 892; ‘But Eusebius manifestly says, that the power of 


the Word is a mean between God and the creatures, not 
viewed in Itself, but on account of that condescension of 
which he is speaking.’” But the sophist has given my 
answer in an incomplete and mutilated form. For in the 
Defence of the Nicene Creed, iii. 9.11, [p. 502,] upon this 
passage of Eusebius I first observed as follows; “ But Euse- 
bius manifestly says, that the power of the Word is a mean 
between God and the creatures, not viewed in Itself, but on 
account of that condescension of which he is speaking. Nay, 
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he expressly declares in this place, that the power of the 
Word, even whilst lowering Itself thus, has a most perfect 
and intimate intercourse with God the Father, and remaining 
with Him enjoys His ineffable secrets; exactly in the same 
sense as Athanasius asserts, that the Word Himself does not 
so condescend, but that He ever remains the unmixed splen- 
dour of the Father.” Then, a little after, I add; “But that 
matter is put beyond all risk of controversy by the words of 
Eusebius in the sixth chapter of this very Panegyric on Con- 
stantine, where, after speculating somewhat subtlely on the 
number three, he says that thereby is signified the Most Holy 
Trinity, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, whose 
nature is equal and alike uncreate and without all beginning. 
His words are these; ‘The number three (rprds) first exhi- 
bited justice, introducing equality ; as having received begin- 
ning, middle, and end equal; and these are an image of 
the mystical and all-holy and sovereign Trinity; which 
depending on the nature that is without beginning and inge- 
nerate, has received the seeds and the proportions and the 
causes of the being of all created things.’ What, I ask, was 
ever said by any Catholic more effectual or more express than 
this, against Arius and the other Anti-trinitarians ?” 

16. The author of the Antenicenismus in p. 88, has the 
following; ‘‘ Dr. Bull quotes the words of Alexander himself, 
under whom Arius was a presbyter, (which were also quoted 
by Schlicting, On the Trinity, against Meisner, p. 144,) out 
-of Theodoret, i. 4; ‘They do not know, in their want of good 
learning, that there must be a wide interval between the 
Unbegotten Father.and the things, both rational and irra- 
tional, which were created by Him out of what was not; 
intervening between which [is] an Only-begotten nature (dv 
pecitevovea dvats joovoyerns), that of the Word of God, 
which was begotten of the Father Himself wo Is, and by 
which the Father made all things out of what was not.’ 
These words (as Dr. Bull says) require no comment.” Falsely 
and shamelessly said, as usual! I did not say, that this passage 
of Alexander needed no comment; nay, on the contrary I em- 
ployed" a comment, that of one who best knew Alexander’s 
meaning; even Alexander himself, who a little after writes 

« Def. Nic. Creed) iii. 9. 11. [p. 504.] 
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thus ; “ ‘No one knoweth who the Father is but the Son, 
and no one knoweth who the Son is but the Father; [of ] 
Him we have learnt, that He is incapable of change or 
alteration, even as the Father; a Son wanting nothing and 
perfect, like unto the Father, inferior to Him only in [this, 
that the Father is] unbegotten: for He is the most exact 
and unvarying image of the Father.’ These words,” I said, 
“are so clear and distinct as to require no comment.”’ Add- 


[387] ing; ‘“ He who wrote them could not have meant to say, that 


the Son of God intervenes (jeovTeverv) between God and the 
creatures, in the same sense as Arius.” 

Mr. Clerke then says, that I (for the sake of seeming to 
say something) thought fit to take “nature” for “ person” 
in this passage. In a marginal note of my work, I did indeed 
remark on that passage of Alexander’s wherein he says, 
“intervening between which is an Only-begotten nature, that 
of the Word of God,” as follows ; “‘ He uses nature for person, 
for he means nature in person, dvow év vrooracet, as he 
had just before expressed himself. Valesius in loc.”? You see 
the note is not my own, but the learned Valesius’, who also 
confirmed his note by the words of Alexander himself, which 
occur not far from the passage cited. The faithless man, 
however, has concealed all this from his reader. 

17. Mr. Clerke, in p. 90, appeals to a passage I had quoted* 
from Eusebius’s Eccles. Hist. i. 2, where the historian, speak- 
ing of the Angel, who was adored by Abraham, as God and 
Judge, thus writes; Ed yap, &c. i.e. “ For if all reason refuse . 
to allow, that the unbegotten and unchangeable essence of 
the Almighty God should change into the form of man, or, 
again, should deceive the eyes of the beholders with the [mere] 
semblance of any created being, or yet that the Scriptures 
should falsely invent such things; who else (if it be not 
allowable to say that it was the First Cause of all things) 
could be declared to be the God and Lord, who judgeth the 
whole earth, and, being seen in human form, doeth judg- 
ment, but His pre-existent Word alone?” But here again 
with his usual ingenuousness he passes by in complete silence . 
a second passage, which I had quoted in the same part of my 
work from Eusebius, by which I explain the meaning of 

* Def. Nic. Creed, iv. 3. 12. [p. 615.] 


The opinions of Eusebius, misrepresented. 337 


Eusebius from Eusebius himself. This other passage will 
shew that Eusebius did not at all suppose that the Son of 
God, who formerly appeared to the patriarchs in visible form, 
is really of a nature alien from the Father, that is to say, 
finite and mutable, much less that by those appearances He 
was actually changed. He frequently rejects such blasphemy 
with abhorrence. Nay he expressly teaches, that the Word of 
God, even after He had taken true manhood into the unity 
of His Person, continued the same unchangeable, incompre- 
hensible, and omnipresent God, in his Panegyric on Constan- 
tine which is appended to his Ecclesiastical History, in the 
14th chapter of which he thus’writes’; ‘ And herein did 
He minister to the Father’s counsels, Himself meanwhile 
continuing immaterial, such as before this He had been with 
the Father; His substance not changed, nor His nature anni- 
hilated ; nor yet confined by the bonds of the flesh; nor 
again making His sojourn [only] there where the human 
vessel [of His flesh] was, and unable to be present in other 
places of the universe. For even at the very time when He 
was conversant among men He was filling all things with 
His presence; and was with the Father and was also in the 
Father; and was taking care of all things at once, both things 
in heaven and things in earth. Nor was there anything to 
prevent Him, as us, from being present everywhere.” 

18. Some things Mr. Clerke, it must be admitted, produces 
out of the writings of Eusebius which are almost, or altoge- 
ther, indefensible. But these are taken from the books 
which he sent out before the Nicene Council. Rightly 
therefore and wisely has Valesius* remarked concerning the 
calumniators of Eusebius; “They bring forward indeed some 
passages of Eusebius, whereby to prove, that he was an 
adherent of the Arian doctrine. But they make no difference 
between the books which were composed by Eusebius before 
the Council of Nice, and those which he wrote after that 
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Council: which, however, ought certainly to have been done, 
in order to give a sure and fair judgment on the belief of 
Eusebius. For what was written before the Council of Nice 
ought not to be objected and imputed against him.” . 

19. After this Mr. Clerke treats again of Clement of 
Alexandria, through several pages, torturing and wresting his 
writings to elicit from them something which may make for 
his cause: but in vain. Let the candid reader refer to what 
we have adduced from Clement in the Defence of the Nicene 
Creed, ii. 6, and he will be astonished at the boldness of this 
man, in having presumed to call that most learned father 
a patron of Arian or Semiarian doctrine. The single word, 
mpocexestaty, “most closely conjoined,” took so complete 
and full a hold of the imagination of this light-minded per- 
son, that he could henceforward see nothing that was sound 
in Clement or in other fathers. Yet if he had only read and 
seriously weighed the words, which immediately follow after 
mpocexectatn in Clement, he would have understood that 
the excellent father did not at all mean by that term to inti- 
mate, that the Godhead of the Son was in anywise inferior 
to that of the Father. ‘“ This,” says Clement*®, “is the 
highest pre-eminence which ordains all things according to 
the Father’s will and directs in the best way the universe, 
working all things with unwearied and inexhaustible power, 
looking unto the hidden ideas through which It works. For 
the Son of God never quits His own watch-tower; not being 
divided nor severed, nor passing from place to place, but being 
everywhere at every time, and not contained anywhere. [He 
is] all mind, all light of the Father, all eye, seeing all things, 
hearing all things, knowing all things, by His power searching 
out the powers.” In these words He ascribed to the Son the 
attributes of God, that are primary, essential, and incommuni- 
cable to created beings,—unchangeableness, immensity, omni- 
presence, omniscience. And would the sophist here thrust 
upon us his worn-out distinction about sense “intense” and 
sense “remiss”? But who can conceive a “remiss” omni+ 
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science and a “remiss” omnipresence? Clement here abso- 
lutely and simply affirms, that the Son of God is everywhere 
present, contained in no place, that He sces all things, hears 
all things, knows all things. What room can there be here 
for a remiss sense, without contradiction? For it would be 
just as if you should say, the Son of God is incomprehensible 
and contained in no place, but yet is circumscribed in a 
certain space; the Son of God is omnipresent, but from 
a certain spot is absent; He sees all things, hears all things, 
knows all things, and yet there are some things, which He 
does not see, nor hear, nor know. Besides this, it should espe- 
cially be observed, that the Son of God is in this passage desig- 
nated oXos vois, dos dds ratpador, “all mind, all light of the 
Father ;” an expression which surely declares plainly enough, 
that the Father’s: Godhead is in the Son, and‘therefore that 
the Godhead of the Father and of the Son is the same. 

20. In p. 102 Mr. Clerke deals with a passage which I had 
cited out of the Epistle to Diognetus attributed to Justin 
(which if it is not Justin’s, is certainly the production of a 
Catholic writer who was at least contemporary with Justin). 
“Dr. Bull,” he says, “ alleges from Justin’s Epistle to Diogne- 
tus many magnificent statements concerning Christ, such for 
instance as, ‘the stars obey Him,’ &c., for all of which Cle- 
ment’s mpocexeotary is an abundant answer’.”? Marvellous! 
What is there which that mighty word mpoceyeorarn will not 
effect? If we produce a hundred passages from any primitive 
father, testifying in the most significant terms the true divi- 
nity of the Son, we shall gain nothing with Mr. Clerke. 
That single word of Clement’s is an answer for them all, and 
that an abundant one. If, however, we were to concede to 
Mr. Clerke that Clement’s word really means all that he 
wishes, what has this to do with the author of the Epistle to 
“Diognetus ? Must all the primitive fathers be explained by 
that single word of Clement? But let the reader examine 
the passage from the Epistle in question,-as I have quoted it 
in my Defence of the Nicene Creed, i. 4. 7, [p. 146,] and he 
will there see the true divinity of the Son set forth by the 
author in the clearest terms. [After quoting the passage, 
I remarked, that the author of it] “ expressly denies that the 
Word, or Son of God, is a minister (danpérnv), or creature, 
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(for these two words are equivalent, as I have several times 
observed, and as, indeed, is of itself evident enough ;) calling 
Him incomprehensible, and the very Framer and Creator of 
all things, on whose wil] depends, and by whose power. is 
upheld, the whole fabric of the universe, whether of heaven 
or of earth; and to whom all creatures, of what rank soever, 
are in subjection and obedience, as unto their Author, their 
God, and their Lord. He says also that He was sent into this 
world as a King by a King, as God by God; that is, in effect, 
the Son, a King, [sent] by the Father, a King; the Son, God, 
[sent] by the Father, God.” To the point, however, which 
I urge, namely, that the author expressly says, God the 
Father. sent His Son, od»~y bs vrnpérny, “not as a minister,’ 
Mr. Clerke says, that the answer is most easy. Let us there- 
fore hear what his answer is ; ‘‘ The author means a minister 
of such a sort as the angels, and as men who exercise govern- 
ment on earth, &c., as he explains himself; not a servant in 
menial servitude; for there is an interval great enough be- 
tween an angel and the Son begotten of the Father’s essence.”’ 
No doubt of it; between an angel and the Son begotten of 
the Father’s essence, the interval is great enough, so great 
indeed as is the interval between God and the creatures, that 
is, an infinite one. For whatever is begotten of the very ° 
essence of God, must needs be God. Hence the author of the 
Epistle, after saying that God the Father sent His Son “ not 
asa minister,” goes on to say, that God the Father sent His 
Son as the very Framer and Creator of all things, as a King 
by a King, and in fine, as “ God.” 

21. In our Defence of the Nicene Creed, ii. 4, 8», we 
adduced an illustrious passage of Justin respecting the wor- 
ship and adoration of the Most Holy Trinity, God the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost. The passage is as follows ; 
“‘ We confess, indeed, that in respect of such supposed gods 
we are atheists, but not in respect of the most true God , the 
Father of righteousness and temperance and all other virtues, 
in whom .is no admixture of evil. But we worship and adore 
both Him, and His Son, who came from Him (and hath 
taught us [respecting] these things and [respecting] the host 
of the other good angels, who follow Him, and are made like 

| > [P. 148.] 
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unto Him), and the prophetic Spirit, honouring them in § 20, 21. 
reason and truth’.” Now on this passage Mr. Clerke, in — 
pp. 104, 105 of his work, remarks as follows ; “ Justin appears 
to combine the angels with the Holy Spirit in the third place, 
very unbecomingly, if he had thought the Holy Spirit was 
the Supreme God.” “ Appears” perhaps to Mr. Clerke, as 
he also appeared to Bellarmine and other papists, (whose 
cause he is himself here pleading,) although. really he does 
no such thing, as I clearly shewed in the Defence of the 
Nicene Creed, where I quoted and fully explained this passage, 
and shall afterwards further prove. The sophist proceeds ; 
“Justin distinguishes the Father from the other Persons 
under the designation of ‘the most true God,’ which Dr. Bull 
overlooked as if it were of no account.” I reply, Justin indeed 
puts God the Father in the first place, under the title of 
“the most true God,” inasmtch as He is the head and 
principle of the Godhead; but he does not. do this so as to 
exclude the Son and the Holy Spirit from the verity of God- 
head: nay, he includes Them by conjoining Them with God 
the Father, as to be adored, together with Him, with divine 
worship. For the words, “we worship and adore ” (ce@due0a 
Kal mpooxvvodmev), are manifestly referred to all the three 

Persons. In order that the meaning of this passage may be 
~ made more plain, especial notice should be taken of the clear [893] 
opposition which there is in it between “ the supposed gods” 
_(rovs voptfouévous Geovs), those that the Gentiles falsely 
regarded and worshipped as gods, and the true God, whom 

alone the Christians adored. Justin confesses that the Chris- 

tians had nothing to do with the false gods, which the heathen . 
worshipped, and that in this sense might have been called 
atheists; but that in reality they were not atheists, but on 

the contrary most religious worshippers of the true God. 
- How does he prove this? We worship, he says, and adore 

with reason and truth, (é.e. with a reasonable and true 
worship—without fleshly sacrifices,) God the Father, and His 

Son, and the Holy Ghost. Now if either the Son or the 

Holy Ghost were not truly God, surely, such a defence of the 
Christians would have been a very lame one’, since the * eumbis. 
Christians themselves would have been involved in the same 
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offence with which they charged the heathen, that is, of wor- 
shipping as God that which really was not God. But strange - 
indeed is what follows in Mr. Clerke’s book. “ Dr. Bull,” he 
says, “has enough to do to exculpate Justin from the invo- 
cation of angels, when he himself invokes the Holy Ghost in 
his public prayers, without any example or precept in Scrip- 
ture, or in the practice of the ancient Church, at least in its 
solemn assemblies.”? What the trifler means by this, it is not 
easy to divine. Does he mean that the invocation of angels 
cannot be justly blamed by any one who himself invokes the 
Holy Ghost? That this really was his meaning is clear from 
the fact, that the unhappy’ man a little after expressly affirms, 
that the Holy Ghost is nothing else than “an angel of the 
first class’. We, however, sons of our holy mother the 
Church of England, who acknowledge the divinity of the Holy 
Ghost, do rightly invoke Him, not indeed altogether as sepa- 
rate from the other Persons, but with relation to the Father 
and the Son, whose Spirit He is. For in our Litany we pray 
thus; “O God the Holy Ghost, proceeding from the Father 
and. the Son, have mercy upon us, miserable sinners.” And 
some example of this invocation is not wanting in the holy 
Scriptures. For St. Paul thus concludes his Second Epistle 
to the Corinthians; “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, 
be with you-all. Amen.”- This, surely, is not merely “a 
general wish ” (as Mr. Clerke says), without any direction of 
mind *, or pious elevation of heart to the Divine Persons (far 
be it from us even to think such a thing of an Apostle, of 
piety so exalted) ; but is undoubtedly a solemn prayer of the 
Apostle to God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, that 
They would grant to his Corinthians the blessings which He 
asks for them; and therefore he concludes with the usual 
seal of prayer, “Amen.” And this form of prayer is found 
in the Liturgies of all Churches, even the most ancient. 
Besides the threefold invocation of the Godhead, Kyrie 
eleison, which all Liturgical writers refer to the Most Holy 
Trinity, is extremely ancient, and has been used from the 
remotest antiquity in the Churches, in the Greek Churches 
especially. See Cardinal Bona, Rer. Liturg. ii. 4. But why 
need I enlarge on this? J ustin, in this very passage which we 
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have before us, expressly testifies, that the Catholic Christians § 21, 22. 
in his own age in common! worshipped and adored the Holy * commu. 
Ghost also, as well as the Father and the Son. The same Mter. 
thing is attested by the Doxologies which were in use in the 
Churches in the age next after the Apostles’, (which also ? ris mpé- 
Justin mentions,) for in them the Holy Ghost is conjoined nes 
with God the Father and the Son. See Defence of the Nicene, 
Creed, ii. 3. § 6, 9,12. In harmony with these again is that 
seraphic hymn, called Trisagion, which is wont to be chanted 
at the celebration of the awful Mystery in all Churches 
wherever Christianity extends. On this see Cardinal Bona, 
Rer. Liturg. ii. 10. But now, can it be wrong? to invoke ® nefas. 
Him, and to implore in our prayers His mercy and aid, whom. 
we thus adore and glorify with God the Father and the [395 ] 
Son? 
22. After this Mr. Clerke censures me sharply for absurdly 
disturbing the order of the words in this passage of Justin, 
by joming “the angels” with Sddfavra, “hath taught us 
[respecting],” instead of with ceBdueba, “ we worship.” I 
answer, it is clear that the verbs ce@due0a and mpocKuvodper, 
. “we worship and adore,”’ must not on any account be referred 

to the host of the holy angels, by this irrefragable argument : 

If those words be referred to the angels, it will follow, not 

only that Justin approved of a religious worship of the 

angels, (which yet no one in his senses can believe, who ever 

read with care his Dialogue with Trypho,) but also, that the 
_ Catholic Church of Christ in Justin’s day worshipped the 

angels, and that with the [supreme] worship, which they cal] 

latreia. For it is most evident that Justin is here pleading 

the cause of Christians generally, and defending their religion 
against the heathen. It is equally certain that the worship, 

which he here treats of, is not of any kind* whatever, but, as ‘ aliquali. 
- [have said, of that [highest degree of] worship called latreia, 

such as the Catholic Church offers to God the Father, and 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost. Now it is most absolutely 
clear, that the religious worship of angels was utterly unknown 
im the Catholic Church of Christ, during the first three cen- 
turies and more. You may read the extant writings of the 
primitive doctors; you'may read the most ancient Liturgies ; , ‘ee 


yp 


but not a syllable ® will you find in them about the religious quidem. 
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nspty worship of angels. It is the consentient voice of the primi- 

cunexn, tive Catholic Church, that God alone, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost, is to be religiously worshipped and 
adored. 

23. It remains therefore that o¢Bdue0a should be joined 
with Si8é£avra, and that the mention of good angels in this 
passage should have reference to what had been previously 
said about bad angels. That this may more evidently appear, it 
is to be observed, that the phrase here used is not, absolutely, 
‘rov Tov ayyéav otparov, “the host of the angels,” but Tov 

[896] soy dd\Xov ayyéXov otpator, “the host of the other angels,” 
The word dAdwv, at any rate, manifestly refers to some 
“other” angels, of whom Justin had been previously speak- 
ing, But he had just before said, that Christians had been 
taught by their Master Christ to avoid bad angels or demons, 
whom the heathen held’to be gods. Here he adds, that the 
same Christ has instructed us concerning the other angels. 
But what has our Master taught us about these other angels? 
Surely, that they are good, and that in holiness indeed they 
are made like unto their most Holy Creator, but nevertheless _ 
are é7rouévous, “following [or attendant] spirits,” (a meta- 
phor which, as I observed, was derived from the pedissequi, 
servants who are accustomed to follow behind their masters,) 
and consequently were not themselves to be religiously wor- 
shipped and adored. But what religious man can, without 
horror, read the words of Mr. Clerke which immediately 
follow? “Justin,” he says, ‘ joins the Holy Spirit with _ 

‘ ‘iyeno _ the angels, as if He were, one of them and the chief’ among 

ris them, as in truth He is, whatever Justin might have thought.” 
He has here followed John Biddle, an English writer, whom 
he defends in his Antenicenismus against Mr. Eastwick. It 
is, however, unsuitable in this place, and indeed unnecessary, 
to take any pains to refute this senseless and blasphemous 
conceit. It is absolutely certain, that neither Justin, nor the 
Catholic Christians of Justin’s age, accounted the Holy 
Ghost to be an angel. 

24. In p. 110 he passes to the objection [derived] from 
the immensity and invisibility of God, which the primitive 
doctors appeared to allow to the Father, but absolutely to 
deny to the Son of God. “Let us hear,” says Mr. Clerke, 
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“the untying of this Gordian knot, which may be stated in 
a few words: viz. he unties the knot ‘by assumed appear- 
ances, by a symbolical and economical presence.’ ‘The origin 
of the Trinity, and the economy,’ are two all-powerful dis- 
tinctions in the hands of our Trinitarians. In this passage, 
however, Dr. Bull could not have recourse to the ‘ origin,’ or 
beg the question ; he therefore takes refuge in the ‘ economy.’ ” 
IT answer; Most shameless man! That distinction about the 
economy is not a subterfuge, hastily invented-by me or by 
any other Trinitarian, nor do I take refuge in it from com- 


. pulsion, but because Iam called to it by the loud and distinct 


voice of those very fathers who seemed to deny the immen- 
. sity and invisibility of the Son of God. I devoted an entire 
and pretty lengthy chapter to replying to the proposed objec- 
tion, Defence of the Nicene Creed, iv. 3. 12. [p. 615.] The 
substance of my reply is as follows; “‘ That, whenever those 
doctors of the Church, who wrote before the rise of the Arian 
heresy, argue, that it was not God the Father, but the Son, 
who appeared under the Old Testament, and in the fulness 
of time became incarnate, on the ground that the Father is 
immeasurable, and is not included in space, and is invisible, 
so that. He can be seen of none ; they by no means meant to 
deny, that the Son of God, equally with the Father, is in 
His own nature immeasurable and invisible; but merely 
intimated this, that all such appearances of God, and also the 
Incarnation itself, had reference to the economy which the 
Son of God undertook; which economy is by no means 
suited to the Father, inasmuch as He had not His origin 
from any beginning, and is indebted for His authorship to 
none.” That this was the actual meaning and view of those 
ancients, I proved from these two circumstances; that in 
many passages, in other parts of their works, they all allow, 
that the Son of God, equally with God the Father, is in His 
own nature indeed incomprehensible, omnipresent, and invi- 
sible ; secondly, that some of them do actually in express 
terms interpret these expressions of theirs in reference to the 
economy. What says Mr. Clerke to this? “The fathers,” 
he says, “were especially anxious to assert the prerogative 
of the Father as the Supreme God, both in respect of 
‘nature,’ and in respect of ‘attributes’ and ‘operations,’ 


§ 22—24., 
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(for on all these points there was among the fathers an 
‘intense’ sense and a ‘remiss’ sense as well,) so that they 
thought that the immensity of Almighty God was superior 
to and transcended the immensity of the Son and of the 
Holy Ghost; (although perhaps not far;) but yet trans- 


-cended it to such a degree as that Almighty God neither 


1 senigma- 
tice. 


ascended nor descended, and so neither appeared nor could 
appear in space,—not even under a figure’,—in the manner 
in which the Son appeared.” This is a mere begging the — 
question. I have shewn by many, and those very clear testi- 
monies, that those ancient doctors were of opinion that the 
nature and essence of God the Father and of the Son was abso- 
lutely the same, that their essential attributes were the same, 
and consequently that the immensity and omnipresence and 
invisibility of both were the same. Why does he. give no 
answer to these testimonies? Surely, because he could not 
give any solid answer, It would be tedious to repeat all 
those testimonies here: the reader may see them in the 
third chapter of my fourth book On the Subordination of 
the Son to the Father, &e. Two only I will here repeat. 
The first of them is from Clement of Alexandria, Strom. vii. 
p. 7024, which has been already partly quoted; “ ‘The Son 


of God never quits His own watch-tower: not being divided 


. or severed, nor passing from place to place; but being every- 


{399] 


where at every time, and not contained anywhere. [He is] 
all mind, all light of the Father, all eye, seeing all things, 
hearing all things, knowing all things, by His power searching 
out the powers. To Him the whole host of angels and of 
gods is subject, [even] to the Word of the Father, who has - 
taken upon Himself the sacred dispensation, because of Him, 
who has subjected [them to Him]. Observe, he clearly 
teaches, that the Word, or Son of God, is not divided nor 
severed, passes not from place to place, is always everywhere, 
and nowhere contained. Nevertheless, he allows, that the Son 
of God Himself undertook the sacred dispensation, which the 
Father laid upon Him; that is to say, as well under the Old 
Testament, when He appeared to the prophets and holy men, 
having assumed either a human or other corporeal appear- 
ance, as also especially under the New Testament, when, - 
* [P. 831; cited in the Defence of the Nicene Creed, p. 605, note f.] 
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having taken very man into the unity of His Person, He con- § 24, 25. 
versed with men upon earth.” The second testimony is from 
Tertullian, Against Praxeas, chap. 28, where he thus writes 

on the passage of Matthew, chap. xvii. [5]°; “ You have the 

Son on earth, you have the Father in heaven; this [however] 

is not a separation, but a divine arrangement. But we know, 

that God is even in the bottomless depths, and exists every- 

where, but [then it is] by power and authority; that the Son 

also, being indivisible [from Him], is everywhere with Him. 
Nevertheless, in the economy itself, the Father willed that the 

Son should be held’ on earth and ‘Himself in heaven.” Here ! haberi. 
he clearly teaches, that the Son of God is everywhere present 
equally with God the Father, which he also proves by this 

solid reason, that the Son is with His Father indivisible, and 

cannot be separated from Him ; which reason all the Catholic — 
fathers, both Antenicene and Postnicene, admitted. , They all 

with one accord, profess that the Son is begotten of the 
Father’s essence, without any section or division; and that 

He was put forth’ from the Father in such wise as never to * profatum. 
be separated from the Father. Now if the omnipresence of 

God the Father be extended beyond the limits of the omni- 
presence of the Son of God, (my absurd opponent compels 

me to usé absurd expressions myself,) then God the Father 

would be where God the Son is not, and consequently the 
Father and the Son would be separated from each other. 

25. Mr.Clerke then says, that the ancient doctors were 

of opinion, that it was not God the Father who of old appeared 

to the patriarchs and other holy men, “because they judged 

that it could not have been consistent with the supreme and 
abundant® pre-eminence of His attributes—and that not on * profusa. 
account of anything unbecoming [in it], as Dr. Bull says; 

nor because the Father is ‘ the fountain of the Trinity ;’ for 
-what has a fountain to do with local motion, except for the [400] 
purpose of washing or drinking?” But, rejecting with abo- 
mination all profane ribaldry*, I answer, that those holy ¢ scom- 
fathers were of a far different opinion; “for in their view, ™* 
God the Father was never seen, nor could be seen of any 

man, not even through assumed forms. He had not origi- 

nated from any beginning, nor was He subject to any one ; 


e [P. 513; cited in the Defence of the Nicene Creed, p. 606, note an 
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nor ‘can He be said to have been sent by another, any more 
than to have been begotten of another. On the contrary, 
the Son of God, in that He is begotten of God the Father, on 
that ground at least is indebted to the Father for all His 
authority ; as it is no less honourable to Him to be sent by 
the Father, than to be begotten of the Father. He is of the 
Father; through Him the Father created all things which 
are in thé world; moreover, through Him He afterwards’ 

revealed Himself to the world. In the Most Holy Trinity, 
although there is no disparity of nature between the Father 
and the Son, yet certainly a kind of order’ is there according 
to which the Father.is the principle and head of the Son. 
Which order would be inverted, if the administration of the 
universe were effected by the Son through the Father.” 

26. In p. 114 Mr. Clerke treats of Athenagoras, and of the 
observations which I have made on Athenagoras; but his 
treatment of the subject is here, as usual, so confused, that 
I confess I do not know what, and indeed to what, I ought 
to make reply. And in truth, the sophist in his confusion 
seeks for ways of escape and places of concealment, in order 
to hide himself from the blows of an adversary. I entreat 
the impartial reader to peruse what I have advanced from 
Athenagoras in the Defence of the Nicene Creed, ii. 4. 9 ', 
where I have clearly shewn, that this most learned father 
did fully acknowledge the consubstantiality of the Son of 
God, as well as of the Holy Ghost. To this Mr. Clerke does 
not answer one syllable. Let [the reader] also peruse the tes- 
timonies which I have produced from Athenagoras in support 
of the eternity [of the Son], Defence of the Nicene Creed, iii. 
5.28. Let us see what answer he makes to them; “ Dr. Bull,” 
he says, “quotes, p. 10%, wpérov yévynua civas rd Ilarpl, 
ovy ws yevouevor, ‘ He is the First-offspring of the Father, not 
as having been brought into being:’ here the words wpaétov 
verona, ‘First-offspring,’ are inconsistent with the co- -eternity 
in two ways, both as He is ‘the First,’ and also as He is - 
the ‘begotten Son.’”? Now, who can have patience with a 
sophist, who has presumed to press the words of Athenagoras 
in opposition to the Son’s eternity, when Athenagoras himself - 
expressly observes, that they are not in the least repugnant 

*[P. 152.) 2 8 CP. 4367] b fe, 40, presi 
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to His co-eternity? We declare, says Athenagoras, that the -s 25, 26. 
Word or Son of God is the first offspring of the Father, ovy” 
Os yevouevov, “not as having been brought into being.” 

What does Mr. Clerke observe on this? “ For what purpose 

then,” he asks, “ does Dr. Bull quote this passage ? No doubt 

[he does so] for the sake of the words which follow—ody ds 
_yevouevoy, ‘not as having been brought into being,’ in which 

little clause, nearly the whole of his argument lies; the rest 

being simply expository and put together to ward off the wea- 

pons of opponents. But however much and often he boasts 

_ of the force of this word [yevduevor], all its force will be dissi- 

pated by a gentle breath. I admit, that in this passage it 
signifies ‘made,’ which Athenagoras denies in the case of 

the Son; so far true; but afterwards Athenagoras explains 
himself, viz. as speaking of such a making, as is that of 

all the material things, and the angels, who (as Dr. Bull 
remarks,) he says ‘were made’ (yevouevous), p.271. Athena- 

goras therefore means, that the Word was not ‘made,’ i. e. 

[not made] as the other creatures were, none of whom were 
produced of the essence of God.” But what man of a sound 

mind can suppose, that a most learned writer (such as Athena- 

goras evidently was) was so utterly devoid of wisdom as to 

think, that anything, which was produced’ of God’s own! genitum. 
essence, could have been in any sense made, or a creature? It 

is a certain axiom, that whatsoever is begotten of God, that 

is, of God’s own essence, must necessarily be God. But the 
meaning of Athenagoras in the words ovy os yevopuevor [“not [402] 
as having been brought into being” is most manifestly this, 

that the Word, or Son of God, when He proceeded forth from 

God to create all things by His power, was not then made, 

or had a beginning of His existence. And how does he prove 

this? “For from the beginning,” says he, ‘God, being 
‘eternal mind, Himself had within Himself, His Logos [ Word, 

or Reason], being eternally possessed of Reason’.” Here he ? royixds. 
deduces the eternal existence of the Word from His eternal 

and necessary cause—even the Reason and Intellect of God. 

For how absurd the sense which Mr. Clerke attaches to those 

- words (namely that the Word was virtually in God, in respect 

of God’s essential Reason and Wisdom, as an attribute, 

i (oe. 24. p. 303.] 
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not as a distinct Person) is, I have shewn at length in my 
Defence of the Nicene Creed, § 5 of the chapter above 
quotedi, to which I refer the reader. 

27. In p. 117, Mr. Clerke, on the occasion of this passage 
of Athenagoras, and my explanation of it, attacks me as fol- 
lows; “Dr. Bull was. evidently compelled, I say compelled, 
to make a two-fold ‘generation’ of the Son before the crea- . 


_ tion of the world, (a thing unheard of, and strange [even] to 


1 offendat. 


[403] 


2 quasi 
editus est. 


3 alibi. 


4 povo- 
™ pd ows. 


those of his own opinion ;) one, forsooth, properly so called, 
from everlasting, wherewith to defend the opinion of modern 
theologians ; the other a ‘figurative’ one, [which consisted | 
in His being put forth a little before the creation of the 
world, in order that he may not forsake the primitive fathers, 
and run against’ them one and all; of which two genera- 
tions Dr. Bull must deservedly be considered the inventor.” | 
I answer ; if it were true, that I was the first to discover this 

distinction, I should have no cause to feel either shame or . 
sorrow; for it is of -great value in laying open the meaning 
of some ancient fathers, who have hitherto been thought, 
even by learned men, to have favoured the Arian doctrine. 
Besides, this distinction of the two-fold generation of the 
Word.or Son of God, before the foundation of the world, 
throws light (and this is a consideration worthy of notice) 
upon those passages of the ancient doctors, in which they 
say, that the Son was begotten of God according to the 
Father’s will, Oedjoer et BovdF, “ by His purpose and coun- 
sel,”’—expressions which theologians have spent much useless 
toil in reconciling with the Son’s eternal generation. Such 
phrases no doubt must be understood of that second’genera- 
tion, less properly so called, by which the Word, when God 
the Father willed, was as it were put forth from” Him, and 
went forth to create the universe. At the same time it is 
certain, that all those fathers who used these expressions, 
acknowledged another generation or putting forth of the Son, 
properly so called, which was both eternal and necessary. 
Indeed it is impossible (as I have in another place* observed 
after Athanasius) that God can rightly be conceived as One, 
im such a sense as to be, or ever to have been, unipersonal'; 
since it must needs be, that God, who is eternal mind, should 
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have in Himself, and with * Himself, His Logos or Word, § 26—28. 
and that, not such a one as the word of man, but living andiapua, 
subsisting ; which, by the very fact of poike a living and 
subsisting Word, is a Person; and, moreover, as being the 
Word of * God the Father, a abige Person distinct from the ? ex. 
Father. That, in consideration of this eternal generation or 
production, the Word might be called the Son of God, was 
correctly observed by some ancient writers. Thus speaks 
Tertullian *; “ Every origin is a parent, everything which is 
produced Pots an origin is an offspring *? With Tertullian ° proge- 
agrees Athanasius, in Oration V. against the Arians!; “ For po 
if the Word be not of God, they might with reason have 
denied that He is Son; but since He is of God, howis it they 
do not see at once, that that which is from any one is the 
son of that from which also it is?” (6rv 76 &« Twos Umdpyov 
vids éorw éxeivov, €& ob Kal éotiv.) But my authorities for 
the distinction in question were men of great eminence, Zeno 
of Verona, the Emperor Constantine, the great Athanasius, [404] 
Rupert [abbot] of Tu, nay the Nicene fathers themselves, as 
I have fully and clearly shewn in the Defence of the Nicene 
Creed, iii. 9. What | Mr. Clerke] brings forward successively 
from Theophilus of Antioch, Novatian, and others, who make 
the same statements as Athenagoras respecting the genera- 
tion of the Son of God, receives a clear light from these 
observations of ours on Athenagoras. 

28. In p. 130, Mr. Clerke comes to the passage of Irenzeus, 
ii. 49™, in which he attributes to Christ ignorance of the day 
and hour of the last judgment; on which I have fully replied 
‘in the Defence of the Nicene Creed, ii. 5. 8", where I allowed 
indeed, that at -first sight the words of Irenzus appeared to 
attribute ignorance to the Son of God, even considered most 
properly as the Son of God. I here add, that the holy father, 
‘carried away through an excessive reaction ‘, and a vehement i Cote 

zeal and eagerness to oppose the blasphemous Gnostics, which “”°*"” 

the best of men sometimes fall into, spoke with too little 
caution. But that Irenzeus really supposed, that Christ, 
considered as God, was ignorant of anything, will never come 


k (Ady. Prax. cap. 8. p. 504. Def. ! [Orat. iv. 15. vol. i. p.628, cited ib. ] 
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into the mind of any one, who knows Irenzeus, and has atten- 
tively read his writings. No one assuredly has asserted in 
clearer terms than Irenzeus the Son’s most absolute divinity, 
equal to that of the Father. Moreover I have observed, that 
he expressly, in that very chapter in which he ascribes this 
ignorance to Christ, declares, ‘‘that the Spirit of the Saviour 
which is in Him Wartlies all things, even the deep things of 
God.” Where, by the Spirit which is in the Saviour, I have 
proved, from parallel passages of Irenzeus, that His Divine 
Nature is denoted. But to no purpose is Mr. Clerke’s answer 


‘on this point; “The words which Dr. Bull has quoted seem, 


from the passages which Gallasius has cited in the margin, 


_ (viz. 1 Cor. ii. 10, and xii. 4,) manifestly to refer to the Holy 


Spirit.” For these passages no doubt speak of the Holy 
Ghost, the Third Person of the Godhead, who likewise searcheth 
all things. But what is this to the purpose? The question 
is, what Irenzeus meant here by “ the Spirit of the Saviour, 
which is in Him.” We contend that he meant the Divine 
Nature in Christ, the Second Person of the Godhead, accord- 
ing to a usage which was indeed-not his own merely, but 
that of other ancient doctors also, and even [found] in many 
passages of Scripture, as I have elsewhere shewn°®. The 
reader however may see more observations of mine on this 
passage of Irenzeus, in the chapter above quoted. 

29. In p. 1383 this very vain person plumes himself won-_ 
derfully, and boasts of another passage of Irenzus which 
I had not touched, “To my gigantic argument,” says he, 
“‘ from Irenzeus, [derived] from the Son’s ‘ dominion’ over 
the Holy Ghost, Dr. Bull makes no answer; probably he 
overlooked that passage, which I am surprised at.” His 


~ giant, however, is easily vanquished. The passage of Irenzeus 


which this trifling writer alludes to, occurs in book iii. 62, 
and is as follows in the edition of Feuardent ; “I therefore 
also invoke Thee, O Lord, God of Abraham and God of 


" Isaac and God of Jacob (who also is Israel), Father of our 


Lord Jesus Christ, the God who in the multitude of Thy 
mercies hast been well pleased with us, that we should 


° See Defence of the Nicene Creed, Jacob, (qui est et Israel,) Pater Domini 


1. 20s nostri Jesu Christi, Deus qui per mul- 


" P Et ego igitur invoco te, Domine  titudinem misericordiz tuze bene sen- 
eus Abraham, et Deus Isaac, et Deus  sisti in nobis ut te cognoscamus, qui 
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know Thee who hast made heaven and earth, who art the § 28—80. 
Ruler over all things, who art the only and true God, above 
whom there is no other God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
in Thy Lordship also Thou art Lord of the Holy Spirit’? ' domina- 
On these words Feuardent comments as follows; ‘An old as ovat 
MS. [has] dominationem quoqgue donas Spiritus 8., ‘Thou 228 Spi- 


also givest the Lordship of the Holy Spirit ;’ perhaps it an nee 
ought to be read, donationem, &c. ‘the gift of the Holy 
Spirit” But whether it be the one reading or the other, you 
have, against the ancient and modern Arians, a confirmation 
of the Godhead of the Holy Ghost, eternal and consubstan- 
tial with the Father and the Son, of His majesty and domi- 
nion.” Strange?! Feuardent derives a confirmation of the ? papee | 
eternal Godhead of the Holy Ghost from the very passage out [406] 
of which Mr. Clerke would prove, that the Holy Spirit is, in the 
view of Irenzeus, a mere creature subject to the dominion of 
the Son of God. But the true reading is, donationem quoque 
donas Spiritus S., as was partly acknowledged by Feuardent ; 
but clearly demonstrated after a collation of MSS. by my 
very dear friend, the most learned J. Ernest Grabe, in his 
very finished edition of the works of Irenzus, whose note 
on the passage should by all means be consulted. This most 
unjust calumny of Mr. Clerke’s against the holy martyr is 
not to be endured ; for Irenzeus fully acknowledged the Holy 
Ghost’s most absolute. Godhead, as I have proved by the 
clearest testimonies drawn from himself, Defence of the 
Nicene Creed, 1. 5. 9°. 

30. At length, in p. 185, Mr. Clerke comes to the conclu- 
sion of his work (and the end is indeed worthy of the whole 
performance*); “ Let us now,” he says, “review what * dignum 
has been advanced; what great accession has Dr. Bull felt ine 
brought to the support of his cause, by quoting about thirty culum., 
. fathers, of whom scarcely half have left us any writings which 
are undoubtedly genuine, (fancy however thirty out of as many 
thousand bishops,) to prove catholicity, i.e. the opinion of the 


fecisti coelum et terram, qui dominaris a4 [The Benedictine edition reads, : 
omnium, qui es solus et verus Deus, dominationem quoque dona Sp.Sancti: 
super quem alius Deus non est, per “Give also the governance of Thy Holy 


Dominum nostrum Jesum Christum, Spirit.” B.; that is, “ grant that Thy 
dominatione quoque dominaris Spi- Holy Spirit may rule over us.” ] 
ritus 8.—[p. 181.] SP lass 
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354: Objections as to the genuineness and number of 


majority of Christians from the Apostles’ times and down- 
wards? Let us hear Eusebius when speaking about bishops, 
Eccles. Hist. v. 22.‘ Hleutherius (at Rome) was succeeded 
by Victor; after Julian at Alexandria came Demetrius ; at 
Antioch Serapion the eighth in succession, at Czesarea 
Theophilus, Narcissus at Jerusalem, Bacchylus at Corinth, 
and Polycrates at Ephesus, were deemed of high reputation 
among bishops. And in other places ikewise many excellent 
prelates are mentioned about the same time.’?” My answer 
is, that I have never cited any writings of the ancients in 
defence of the Catholic faith, which, if any doubt were raised 


_ about them, I did not first prove by solid arguments to be 


‘ disputa- 
tione. 


really the works of the authors whose names they bear. 
Who doubts that there were very many celebrated bishops 
and doctors in the Church, besides those whom I have quoted, 
even though Eusebius made no mention of them? But how 
does this make in favour of Mr. Clerke and his party? He 
unquestionably meant his reader to suspect, that all of them, 
or at least most of them, perfectly agreed in opinion with the 
Unitarians, on the question of the Person of Christ; than 
which nothing is more false. I have shewn in my treatise ' 
against Zwicker, that the Catholic view concerning Christ 
prevailed in the Church of Jerusalem, the mother of other 
Churches, from the very Apostles to the days of Adrian, by 
whom [that Church] was dispersed. I have proved by unex- 
ceptionable witnesses, Hegesippus and Irenzus, that the 
same doctrine descended by an unbroken tradition, in all the 
other Churches, from the beginning down to their own times. 
But Mr. Clerke proceeds, and says; “The same Eusebius 
also makes mention of many Unitarians, who were nearer to 
the Apostles, and who boasted of the Apostles, and the 
successors of the Apostles, before the time of Victor, as being 
(the greatest part of them) on their side.... And that they 
were esteemed highly as philosophers and mathematicians, 
whose names he also mentions, Aquila, Symmachus, Theo- 
dotion, Artemon, Paul of Samosata, Natalis, Beryllus, Theo- 
dotus, Asclepiodotus, Hermophilus, Apollonides,” &c. 

31. Surely Mr. Clerke must have thrown off all sense of 
shame, otherwise he never would have dared to set in oppo- 
sition to the holy doctors and martyrs of the Catholic Church, 


authorities cited. Conclusion. 355 


whose writings I have quoted, such infamous names as these. 


Some of them lapsed from the Christian faith to Judaism. — 


The rest were the most abandoned heretics, except Natalis 
and Beryllus, who although for a time they themselves indeed 
embraced the God-denying heresy, yet returned both of them 
to the communion of the Catholic Church, and in it died. 
All the rest, I say, have been condemned, as heretics, by the 

universal Church. Mr. Clerke had previously expressed a 
wish, that his soul might be with better theologians than are 
the Trimitarians. Are these then his better theologians ? 
may God have mercy on the man. 

32. At last Mr. Clerke closes his treatise with the following 
words ; “That I may now then, finally, conclude; although 
we were to concede to Dr. Bull that his testimonies were 
most valid, this would not be sufficient for us who know the 
mystery of the great apostasy ; [nor prevent] us from appeal- 
ing from the Antenicene fathers to the Apostles.” In what 


manner Mr. Clerke and his friends in England have appealed 


to the Apostles, and the Scriptures of the New Testament, 
is but too well known to us. The passages of holy Scripture, 
clearer than the light, produced by us in defence of the 
Catholic faith, they either wrest in an intolerable way, or call 
their authority in question, or else absolutely reject them. 
I might confirm my statement with such instances, as would 
strike all pious minds- with horror. But I close these Ani- 
madversions of mine, with a solemn warning to my readers, 
but especially to students in sacred theology, expressed in 
the words of the holy Apostle Peter at the very end of the 
last chapter of his Second Epistle; ‘ Ye, therefore, beloved, 
seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being 
led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own 
stedfastness. But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of 
- our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To Him be glory both 
now and for ever. Amen.” 


Ave 2 


§ 30—82. 
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Synesius of Cyrene, a.D. 410. [Peta- 
vii, Paris. 1631. fol. (una cum Cy- 
rilli Hierosol. operibus.)] i. 125; 
ii. 649. 

Aue 

Tatian of Syria, a.p. 172, [Ad calcem 
Justini Mart.] i. 58, 140, 154; ii. 
443, 448, 449, 450, 452, 458, 457, 
458, 698, 728; iti. 265. 
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: Tertullian of Africa, A.D. 192. [Priorit, 


Paris. 1675. fol.] i. 18, 25, 27,39, 
40, 64, 88, 84, 92, 182, 163, 194, 195, 
196, 197206, 211, 237, 275, 289; 
ii, 418, 439, 442, 446, 508, 509, 512, 
514, 515, 518, 521—525, 527, 528, 
529, 580—537, 542, 548, 544, 551, 
558, 580,581, 583, 596, 606, 607, 
609, 610, 628, 642, 643, 652, 686, 
717; ii. 9, 16, 22°25 328, 29, 31, 
37, 52, 55, 69, 77, (78;-82, 86, 101, 
108, 118, 122, 130, 149, 152, 153, 

158, 159, 251, 275, 309, 312, 328, 
331, $4 5 we ys 

Theodotus, of uncertain date, author 
of some fragments appended to 
Clement of Alexandria, Works, p. 
966, 1. 57. 

Theodoret, A.D. 423. [Sirmondi, Paris. 
1642. 4 vol. fol. (5th added by Gar- 
nier, 1685.) et inter Script. Eccles. 
Reading. vol. iii. p. 1.] i. 19, 57, 77, 
80, 96, 240, 244, 245, 246, 350, 352; 
ii. 485, 490, 504, 581, 588, 591, 618, 
645, 661, 664, 665, 667, 704 ; iii 9, 
50, 114, 117, 335. 

Theognostus of Alexandria, a.D. 283. 
[ Apud Athanas. l.c. et apud Routh. 
Rel. Sacr. vol. iii. p. 219. (Ed. 2. 
vol. ii. p. 407.)] i, 297; ii. 427. 

Theophilus of Antioch, a.p.168. [Ad 
caleem Justini Mart.] i. 17, 154; 
ii. 451, 460, 461, 596, 728. 


Vi. 


Vigilius of Africa, a.p. 484, [In Bib- 
liothecis Patrum. And Chifflet, 
Dijon, 1664, 4to.] i, 163; iii. 111. 


Z. 


Zeno of Verona, A.D. 360. [In Biblio- 
thecis Patrum.] ii. 490, 494, 495, 
501, 592. 

Zonaras of Constantinople, a.p. 1118, 
Peorerkae, Oxonii, 1672. fol.] ii. 
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Ephesians i. 10. iii. 106. 
iui. 18, 19. iii. 85. 
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v. 19. iii. 229, 
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ii. 301, 303. 
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i. 16. i, 29; i. 675; 
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2 Thess. di. 16) 17. iii. 290. 
1 Timothy iii. 16. i,90; ii. 405, 681; 
ili, 98, 318. 

v. 21. iii. 286. 
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Titus ii. 11—18. i, 183. 
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Hebrews As Lee i. 25, 127; 
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i. 3: i, 107, 127, 2538. 
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i. 10O—12. ii. 100. 
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ix. 14, i, 48, 

xi. 3. ili. 99. 

xi, 23, 24, li. 718. 

xiii. /2. i. 20, 21. 

1 Peter ip: i. 300. 
iii. 18—20. iii. 98. 

1 John i, 1—3. _ dt. 30, 315 
ii, 22, 28. i1i.32,198,312. 

dye eos ili. 83. 

iv. 9. ili, 83, 96. 

iv. 15. iii. 36. 

v. 7. i, 288; ii. 713, 

Revelation i. 8. 1. 286; ii. 417, 
ii. 9. li. 380, 

li. 23, ii, 292. 

lii, 9. li. 380. 

iv. 11. iii. 307. 

v. 9. lii. 306. 

v. 12. iii. 288, 307. 

xiv. 6, 7. iii. 148, 

babe, alll ili, 282, 285. 

xxi. 6. i. 286; ii. 420, 

xxii, 9, ili. 284, 


15. ii. 458, 497; 


iii. 103. 
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BISHOP BULL’S WORKS ON THE TRINITY. 


A, 


Avay, his nobleness, iii. 86. 
African Church, its agreement with 
-the Roman, iii. 77. 

*Ayévvntos, not made, i. 96, 196, 210. 

Airla, or Atrios, how the Father is the 
cause of the Son, ii. 560. 

Aidves, [“ the worlds,”] iii. 99. 
’Avaudptyois [“sinlessness ”] belongs 
only to the nature of God, i. 266. 
Angels are ministering spirits and 
created beings, i. 150, 154; iii. 286, 

344. 

are not to be adored, i. 150; 

iii. 285. 

worship of, was not taught 
by Justin Martyr, i. 149, 151. 

Angel, who He was, that appeared to 
the patriarchs, i. 18, 20, 22, 23, 29, 
35, 141; ii. 600, 608, 617—618, 
620—621 ; iii. 285. 

Antichrist, vain speculations cohcern- 
ing, ii. 474. 

Antitrinitarians have -selected the 
divinity of the Son as the chief ob- 
ject of their attack, iii. 137. 

charge [St.] John 

with Platonism, iii. 277. 

— claim Petavius as a 

patron of their cause, i. 9. 

—_————— either elude or per- 

vert the Scriptures, i. 99 ; iii. 209. 

Apelles, the heretic, iii. 139, 152. 




















Apollinaris, the heretic, ii, 581. 

Apology of Pamphilus genuine, i. 272. 

Apologies of the ancient Christians, 
iii, 214. 

Apostles, next generation after them, 
1, 52. 

Arians, derived from the Gnostics, 
i, 83; ii. 397, 412; iii. 64. 

self-condemned, iii. 140. 

held that there were two 

Words, ii. 422. 

never denied the pre-existence 

of Christ, i. 16; ii. 485; iii. 63. 

what forms of doxology they 

used, i. 112. 

the reason of their wide pre- 

valence, ii. 661. 

denied the divinity of the 
Holy Ghost, iii, 137. 

— — imitators of Valentinus, ii. 401. 

the word époovctos, “of one 

substance,” was the only expres- 

sion which they could not reconcile 

with their heresy, i, 80, 641. 

their Confessions, i. 242 ; iii, 

120, 132, 139. 

their pretence and dissimula- 

tion, i, 79; ii. 641, 661, 662, 665, 

667. 


540. 
Aristides, his Apology, iii. 214, 216. 
Arius, by what means he deceived 
Constantine, ii. 665. 
































their various dogmas, ii. 422, 


364 


Arnobius, his history, i. 358. 
— falsely accused of Arianism, 
i, 362. 

*Apxn, the Father the beginning of the 
Son; in what sense? ii. 558, 559. 
Athenagoras, concerning his writings, 

i, 53. 





————— falsely accused of Arian- 
ism, ii. 433, 437; iii. 348. 
accused of Sabellianism, 








ii. 438. 

Aitébeos, God of Himself, whether the 
Son is? ii. 565, 569. 

Author of the Son, in what sense the 
Father is, ii. 562. 


B. 


Baptism, what its formula was among 
the ancients, iii. 68, 70, 113, 115, 
117, 119, 134, 145, 146, 154. 

—-——— rejected by what heretics, 
iii, 125. 

Baptising eis tpeis dvdpxous, into three 
Persons without beginning, con- 
demned, ii. 565. 

Barnabas, the Epistle of, and its 
author, i. 36; iii. 214. 

Basilidian heretics, iii. 35, 130, 182. 

Beginning of theSon, &c. [See’Apx7.] 

Belief in the Baptism of Repentance 
unto the remission of sins, iii. 117, 
121, 125, 136, 138, 154, 155. 





118, 120, 127, 135, 136, 158. 
———— the Communion of Saints, 
iii, 138. 
— the Holy Ghost, iii. 68, 
118, 119, 121, 123, 186, 187, 154. 
———— the Life Everlasting, iii. 
117, 119, 120, 130, 135. 
the Resurrection of the 

flesh, iii. 119, 121, 130, 156. 

— the Son of God, iii. 68, 73. 

Bellarmine’s misuse of a passage of 
Justin Martyr, to defend the wor- 
ship of Angels, i. 149. 

Beryllus of Bostra, the heretic, ii. 627, 
634; iii. 59, 354. 

Brochmandus, i. 321, 








C. 


Canons, the Apostolical, ii. 565. 

Canticles, sacred. [See Hymns.] 

Carpocratian heretics, iii. 180, 181, 
175, 176, 239. 

Catholic, an epithet applied to the 
Church in the first ages, ili, 127. 
Cause of the Son, &e. [See Aizia and 

FATHER. | 
Cerdon the heretic, 11. 394; iii. 131. 
Cerinthian heretics, i. 110, 223; ii. 





the Catholic Church, iii.’ 


216, 218, 227. 


INDEX OF PRINCIPAL MATTERS. 


375, 377—380, 381, 383, 389 ; iii. 6, 
7, 23, 29, 32, 38, 36, 42, 49, 102,121, 
131, 132, 175, 177, 219, 220, 224, 
233, 239. 

Cerinthians, how they differed from 
the Ebionites, iii. 23, 239. 

from 
the Carpocratians, iii. 239. 

Christ’s descent into Hell, iii. 133, 138, 
158. 

Sonship, five modes of, iii. 1. 

kingdom, eternity of, iii. 131, 








136. 

reign on earth for a thousand 
years, ii. 880; iii. 133. 

Christ to be worshipped as God, i. 
126, 141, 181, 183, 228, 257, 360; 
ii. 370, 698; iii. 183, 215, 280, 293, 
296, 298, 341. 

had another nature besides 

the human, i. 106, 178, 184, 195, 

208, 211, 222, 286, 296, 358 ; ii. 406, 

685, 700—702, 704, 706, 709—711, 

725; iii. 4, 98, 108, 170. 

was glorified in the human 

nature, i, 127, 128, 225; iii. 309. 

created the world, i. 38, 107, 

142, 152, 168, 172—174, 183, 186, 

214, 223, 319;%ii. 435, 458, 476, 

495, 497, 656; iii. 27, 77, 90, 99, 

131, 195, 245. 

had a divine nature before 

His birth of the Virgin Mary, i. 

107; ii. 730; iii. 27, 30, 73, 74, 77, 

91, 181, 202, 217, 250, 304. 

is not merely and simply man, 

i. 108, 294; ii, 482; iii. 15,20, 196, 

202, 292, 308. 

is almighty, i. 186, 198; ii. 
416, 491, 494; ii. 328, 333. 

is omnipresent, i. 187, 223, 
229; ii. 602, 607, 611, 617, 652, 
709; iii. 291, 337, 346. 

is omniscient, i. 177; ili. 292, 

337. 
superior to the angels, i. 106, 
121, 149, 168, 173, 179; ii. 551; 
iii. 103. 
was truly born and suffered, 

OBE 

is very God, 1. 135, 144, 160, 

297, 347, 352, 358—361; ii. 429. 

[See Son.] 

Church, ancient, what it held as ne- 
cessary to be believed, iii. 2, 21. 
—— designated Catholic in the time 
of the Apostles, iii. 127. 

of Jerusalem, the most an- 

cient, iii. 114, 227. 















































orthodox, iii. 





— its creed, ili. 
114, 115, 133, 
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Church of Neoceesarea untainted with 
Arianism, when nearly all the world 
was Arian, i. 324, 

of Rome, but little disturbed 

by heresies, iii. 80, 81, 112, 135, 

136, 138. 





: orthodox in the time 
of Dionysius, iii 14. 

its creed, iil. 77, 138, 
136. 





——— Ibs devices, 1 2. 

Churches of the East, much harassed 
by heresies, iii. 112, 134, 

Circumincession, [or circuminses- 

’ gion,| see Mepixdpnots. 

Clement of Alexandria, when he lived, 
ii, 410. 

IS Wns. 
adulterated, i. 191. 

of Rome brought by Pho- 

tius under suspicion [of heresy], 
i. 105. 

_——— expressly calls 
Christ, God, ii. 686. 

—_________ did_ not write the 
Apostolical Constitutions, i. 111; 
iii. 120, 226, 








his first Epistle 
similar to the Epistle to the. He- 
- brews, i. 107. 





—___——— his second Epistle 

vindicated as genuine, i. 109. 
————— Recognitions false- 
ly ascribed to him, i. 114. 

Clerke, Gilbert, iii. 247, 319. 

Coeternity of the Son, doctrine of, fol- 
lows necessarily from that of His 
consubstantiality, ii. 369. 


eS rk 
the Father, was received in the 
Primitive and Apostolic Church, 
ii, 431. 

Condescension of the Son of God. 
[See Son. ] 

Confession of Gregory Thaumatur- 
gus, i, 324. 

Confessions of the Arians, i. 243; iii. 

. 120, 132, 139. 

Constantius the Emperor was really 
Catholic, ii, 667. 

Constitutions, the Apostolical, their 
author and age,i.111; ii. 120, 226. 

Consubstantiality, Consubstantial. 
[See ‘Opoovatos.] 

Controversy between the orthodox 
and the Arians, the point at issue, 
ii. 465. 








— on the Divinity of Christ, 
arose between the Catholics and 

' the Gnostics even in the Apostolic 
age, li. 401. ; 

Council, truly universal, always has 
the Holy Ghost present at it, i. 4. 
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Council of Antioch, 4.D. 269, iii. 62. 
—— Id, NOt repudiate 
the term éuoovatos, i. 66, 75. 
SS - —) NOOppored. to 
the Nicene, i. 65, 78. 
under Constan- 





tius, i. 343, 347, 
——_ —_ —-——— wnder Jovian, 
i, 62, 
——— of Carthage, ii. 712. 
—_—— of Constantinople, iii, 142. 
Lateran, ii. 567. 
of Nice, i. 1, 75, 81; ii. 566. 
directed not against 
the Arians only, i. 241. 
why it used the word 
dpmoovatos, i. 79; iti. 142. 
of Trent, anything rather than 
a General Council, i. 12. 
Creation, the work of God alone, i. 
179; ii. 656; iii. 141. 
Creature the, not to be joined with 
God in doxologies, i. 123. 
every, stands in the relation 
of a servant to God, i. 87. 
the, has not the power of 
producing other things out of 
nothing, ii. 655. 
no, has divine worship given 
to it, 1. 130. 
between the, and God, there 
is nothing intermediate, i. 458. 
Creeds possessed by the respective 
Churches, before the Council of 
Nice, iii, 111, 117. 
by what steps they were en- 
larged, iii. 134. 
Creed, the so-called Apostolic, iii. 78, 
144, 161. 
of Jerusalem, iii. 114—115, 
130, 133. 
——— of Irenzeus, i. 181; iii. 71, 74, 75. 
the Nicene, i. 113. 
was not recited in 


























baptism, ili, 13. 
ee Wag Oumar d 
precipitately and without delibera- 
tion, i, 6—9. 
—_—— of Rome, ii. 77, 133, 135. 
of Tertullian, iii. 76, 77. 
Curcelleus’s absurd statement re- 
specting the Council of Nice, i. 81. 
Cyprian was not an Arian, i, 289. 
Cyril of Jerusalem, the author of the 
Catechetical Lectures, iii. 116. 








D. 


Descent. [See Curist’s descent. ] 

Devil, cunning of the, iti. 265. 

Didymus of Alexandria, a defender of 
Origen, i. 218. 
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Dionysius of Alexandria, his Apology 
not spurious, i. 314. 


— his Epistle 
against Paul of Samosata not spu- 


rious, i. 320. 





ieee ae falsely ac- 
cused, i. 182, 304, 317 ; ii. 423. 

2 ee  aceoimbnor 

his writings against Sabellius, i. 
305; iii. 64. 

Dionysius the Areopagite, ii. 647. 

of Rome, orthodox, i. 302, 





~ 804, 

Divinity of Christ more clearly mani- 
fested after His resurrection, iii. 306. 

—_______—_ viewed either abso- 
lutely, or relatively, 2.¢. personally, 
i. 188. 

Docetze, heretics, iii. 6, 29, 30, 38, 34, 
131. 

Doxologies, the ancient, declared the 
Trinity, i. 112, 113, 118, 122, 124, 
1380, 1383, 186, 332; ii. 184, 342, 





E. 


Ebion, really the name of a man, 
iii. 51. 

signifies poor, iii. 51, 52. 

Ebionites, i. 116, 241; ii. 376, 634; 
iii. 6, 8, 29, 38, 36, 42, 43, 49, 181, 
173, 176, 178, 200, 219, 222, 224. 

did not agree with the 
Nazarenes, iii. 37,40, 50, 220. 

———— were regarded as heretics, 
iii. 175, 180. 

how they differed from the 
Cerinthians, ili. 23. 

mutilated the Scriptures, 

ii. 178, 180. 

——— two classes of, iii, 25, 39, 
Hb GSt 

Elias Cretensis, ii. 386, 387, 396. 

Episcopius wrote unbecomingly of 
the Creed, authoritatively put forth 
in the Council of Nice, i. 6. 

wrote falsely of the gene- 

ration of the Son, iii. ix., 2, 21, 65, 
85, 91, 95, 98, 104, 163, 186, 194, 
200. 














—————— but slightly acquainted 
with the writings of the Fathers, 
iii. xi. 

Erasmus, an incorrect statement of, 
respecting the divinity of the Holy 
Ghost, i, 203. 

— prone to unsettle the sense 
of passages of Scripture which set 
forth the divinity of the Son, i. 141, 
162. 

Essence, the Divine, is not divided 
into two parts, i. 1389. See Ovcia. 

Evaoyntés, [“ blessed,” ] how used as 
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an epithet by the ancient Jews, 
i. 121. ; 

Eusebius of Caesarea has omitted a 
good deal respecting Gregory Thau- 
maturgus, i. 327; ii. 723. ; 

—— did not attri- 
bute a beginning [of existence] to 
the Son, ii. 486. 





et ee mistakeniin his 
chronology, i. 316. 

a a HO be aN 
Arian, i. 270; ii. 486, 508, 570, 666. 

ee transcribed 
much from Hegesippus, iii. 241. 

ee ewhat herwrote 
before, and what after the Council 
of Nice, iii. 337. 

_——— a a rnastmener- 

getic opponent of the Sabellians, 

ii. 487. 

— a writerot the 

utmost integrity, and not unfair to 

the Arians, i. 8. 








—________~—hiscreed, iii,115. 
——_—_——. of Nicomedia, ii. 664. 
Eustathius, was he a Sabellian? i. 68. 
Eutychianism, i. 209, 210, 


F. 


Father the, and the Son confounded 
by heretics, i. 159. 

—_________——— are one in 
essence and nature, i. 152, 185, 186, 
194, 295, 363; ii. 435. 

in the Son, and the Son in 

the Father, i. 184, 186, 308, 329; 

li. 435, 444, 642, 649. 

—— has a certain superiority, 

i. 105, 111, 118, 188, 216, 258, 361; 

sa 578, 579, 587, 628; iii. 320, 











—————— the fountain of the God- 
head, i. 111, 119, 153, 159, 215, 234, 
258, 356, 364; ii. 557, 568, 574, 628; 
lil. 196, 307, 319, 323, 326. 

of the Son, ii. 563. 

Cause of the Son, in what 

sense, ii. 560, 574, 588, 589. 

the root, or head of the 
Son, in what sense, ii. 563. 

author of the Son, in what 
sense, ii, 562. 

——__— greater than the Son, in 

ie respect, ii. 571, 575,584, 588, 














the only true God, in what 
sense, 1. 5, 92, 106, 120; ii. 557; 
iii. 18, 

created the world, and 
manifested Himself to the world 
by the Son, i, 24, 234; ii. 526. 
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Father, the names of the, suitable to 

the Son, i. 198 ; iii. 328. 
Fountain of the Godhead. [See 
FatHer. | 


Gs 


Generation and procession are not 
always distinguished, i. 48; ii. 479. 

Generation of the Son’ to create the 
universe. [See Son.] 


of the, i. 137. 
Tevytds, ‘what is its meaning, i. 231. 
Tevntés and ‘yevynrds confounded, i. 96. 
Tevyynrds, made, i. 96. 
George, Bishop of Laodicea, ii. 665. 
Gnostics made the angels equal to 
the Son of God, i. 142. 

———— were the parents of the 
Arian heresy, i. 83; ii. 397, 412. 
———— denied the resurrection of 

the flesh, iii. 130. 
— their doctrines, i. 176; ii. 
375—380, 384, 390, 395, 397, 407, 
537; ii. 83, 121, 224, 
their presumption, iii. 128, 
taught, that the world was 
made by inferior powers, i. 172; 
“ii. 656—657 ; iii. 131, 185. 
— denied the inspiration of the 
Prophets, iii. 122. 

taught, that the Holy Ghost 

and the Paraclete were two ons, 
ii. 122. 


——— 





of God, mode 











denied the consubstantiality 

and the coeternity of the Word, 

i. 83. 

— used the word époovctos 
[consubstantial] respecting their 
own ons, i. 82. 

God, the unity of, i, 92 ; ili, 19, 147. 

He God, what is begotten of, is God,” 
[ro éx @eod yevynder, Oeds éort,| an 
axiom, i. 85, 135, 1388, 155, 193, 
297 ; iii. 340, 349. 

Gospel of the Hebrews the, iii. 237. 

Government, the divine, delivered up 
to Christ after His resurrection, 
in three ways, iii. 305. 








ee «6S not 
suitable to any creature, iii. 281. 
—_—_———— belongs to 
each Person of the Trinity, iii. 311. 
Gregory Thaumaturgus, his genuine 
Confession, i. 324. 








was accused 
wrongly, i. 182, 332. 
his) ‘posthu- 
mous renown, i. 326, 331. 
Grotius prone to disturb the passages 
of Scripture which set forth the 
divinity of the Son, i. 141. 


> 
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H. 


Head of the Son, how the Father is, 
li. 563. 

Hebrews, Epistle to the, for a long 
time not received in the Church of 
Rome, i. 46. 

— = similar, to 
the Epistle of Clement, i, 107. 

Heretics, several, who denied the 
Divinity of Christ, ii. 634. 

what sort of, lived in the 

Apostolic age, iii. 4, 6, 29, 32, 33, 

35, 36, 134. 





in the time 





of Irenseus, iii. 7. 

—_—___—— in the time 
of Justin Martyr, iii. 182. 
— in the time 








~ of Novatian, iii. 9. 
of the first three centuries, 





ili. 63. 
Hegesippus commended by Eusebius, 
iii. 241. 
his age, iii. 235. 
regarded Cerinthus and 
Ebion as heretics, iii. 239. 
witnesses that oneand the 
same doctrine continued from the 
Apostles to his own time, iii. 244. 
his Ecclesiastical History, 
lil. 240, 248, 251. 
was not an Ebionite, iii. 





236. 
Hermas never charged by any with 
heresy, i. 95. 
— allowed repentance to the 
lapsed, i. 44. 
asserted the freedom of the 
will, acting with and under divine 
grace, i. 44. 
authority of his book entitled _ 
The Shepherd, i. 38, 40; iii, 214. 
does not speak of purgatory, 














i. 41, 

Hermogenes, his doctrine respecting 
the body of Christ, iii. 152. 

CR pecung 
matter, ii. 511. 

Hippolytus, said to be the disciple of 
Clement of Alexandria, i. 208; ii. 
475. 

was not a Eutychian, i. 
209. 

pits whether his work, On 
Antichrist, is genuine? ii. 473. 

Holy Ghost, the, is to be worshipped, 
iii, 124, 340. 

oe equal to the Father 
and the Son, ii. 563; iii. 353. 

— is sent i the Son, 











i. 130. 


3638 


Holy Ghost, the, His Divinity, i. 178, 
179, 202, 288, 297, 315, 319; il. 
123, 341, 358. ‘ 

is not a creature, 1. 
112, 129, 179, 181, 297. 

| ig ‘never called by 
Hermas the Son of God, i. 47. 

—._ ____—__. is of one substance 
with the Father, i. 123, 126, 154. 

——— is a Person distinct 
from the Father, i. 124, 130, 156, 
178, 179, 248. 








——_________ in what sense less 
than the Son, i. 131, 289, 339; iii. 
353. j 

i - is called Wisdom, 4. 
155, 173; ii. 472, 6138, 729. 

—__— was’ always coex- 
istent with the Father, i. 178; ii. 


472, 729. 
— superior to the An- 
gels, i. 173, 174, 179. 
——______—__ the bond 








of the 
Trinity, i. 125. 

avies of Christ described, iii. 
304, 

Hymns sacred, used in the primitive 
Church, ii, 408 ; iti, 228. 

acknowledging the divinity 
of Christ, rejected by Paul of 
Samosata, iii. 191. 

Hypostasis, the sense in which it is 
used in the Nicene Creed, i, 236— 
246, 340. See ‘Yrdoraots. 
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Ignatius, his Epistle to Polycarp 
genuine, ii. 871. 

— his Epistles quoted by 

Tertullian, i, 197. 





a renuine, and 

spurious, i. 51, 95, 100, 101; iii. 214. 
- could not have been mis- 

taken in a primary doctrine of 
Christianity, i. 100; ii. 410. 

— what heretics he wrote 
against, iii. 4, 6. 

Invocation of the name of the Lord, 
what it means, iii. 294. 

Trenzeus was an Asiatic, iii: 112. 

did not attribute ignorance 
to Christ, i. 174; iii. 351. ‘ 

—— —— a hearer of Polycarp, i. 53, 
134; 11.410; iii. 7, 251. 

what heretics he 
against, iii. 7. 

—-~ acknowledged the Divinity of 
the Holy Ghost, i. 177. 

Irenicum Irenicorum, &e., the work 
entitled, written by Zwicker, i. 8; 
iii, 210.. 








wrote 
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J. 


Jerome, an unfair critic of the works 
~ of Origen, i. 259—265. 
unjust to Ruffinus, i. 340. 
Jerusalem, Church of. [See Cuurcu.] 
Jews, the, thovght Christ to be a 
mere man, iii. 15, 103. 
some of, expected that 
Christ [the Messiah] would come, 
as God and Man, iii. 19. 
John the Apostle, charged with Pla- 
tonism, iii. 277. 
first 


and 





wrote his 
Epistle against Cerinthus 
Ebion, iii. 30. 

—__ —___—_. wrote his Gospel 
against the same, iii. 26. 

—____—__+____5 agreemeptof jhis 
Gospel and first Epistle, iii. 31. 

Judgment, why committed to the 
Son, iii. 299. 

Justin Martyr, at what period he 
lived, i. 52; ii. 410. 

—____——— did not hold commu- 
nion with those who denied the 
divinity of Christ, iii. 163, 180, 
187, 198, 224. 

—_______—__ his Epistle to Diogne- 
tus, genuine, i. 145; iii. 339. 

—______. did_ not teach that 
Christ had a beginning, ii. 406. 

—______—_ was not the originator 
of the doctrine of Christ’s Divine 
Nature, i. 98; ii. 214. 

was not deceived by 
the wiles of the Simoniang, ili. 230, 
231. 

——____——. did not copy the Pla- 

tonic philosophy, iii. 270. 

always appealed to the 
Scriptures, iti. 272. 

did not take the doc- 
trine of the generation of the Word 
from the Orphic. verses, iii. 266. 


K. 
Krifew, what it signifies, i. 190. 


L. 


Lactantius, account of, i. 863; ii, 545. 

his authority in the 
Church, but slight, ii. 509. 

Larroque, the author of “ Observa- 
tions” on Pearson’s Vindicie Igna- 
tiane, i. 51. 

Library of Jerusalem, iii. 217. 

——_——— Pamphilus, iii, 218. 

Aéyos and Aéyou duvams [‘ Word” 
and “Power of the Word”] have 
the same meaning in Tatian, ii. 450. 
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Adyos, The Logos, [or Word,] was 
known to the Jews, iii. 255. : 

The Procession or Condescen- 

sion of the Logos, [or Word,] to 

create the universe, ii. 501. 

The Logos, [or Word,] who was 
with the Father from everlasting, 
is the same as the Logos [or Word] 
whom the Father sent forth when 
about to create the world, ii. 463. 

Aédyos, in what, sense used by Philo 
Judeeus, i. 31. 

Lucian, the heathen, intimation of the 
Trinity in, i. 156 ;.iii. 71. 

Lucian, the Martyr, account of, i. 342. 

——_________ his Creed genuine, 








i, 345. 


——___—_—— falsely accused of 
Arianism, i. 350; iii. 63. 


M. 


Macedonius, the heretic, iii. 125, 137. 

Malchion, the Presbyter, iii. 62. 

Manes, the leader of the Manichees, 
iii. 52. 

Manichees the, i. 84; ii. 547, 551. 

Marcellus was a Sabellian, i. 68. 

Marcion’s heresy, i. 251; ii. 386, 387, 
389, 391, 393, 704; iii 109, 130, 
131, 152, 182. 





———_—_ resembled the heresy 

of the Docete, iii. 28, 34. 

Martyrs were not worshipped in the 
primitive ages, i. 129. 

Mediator, the, necessary that He be 
God and Man, iii. 169. 

Meletius was Catholic, i. 62. 

Mellier’s objections answered, ii. 669. 

Menandrian heretics, iii. 6, 34, 35, 121. 

Messiah, what. sort of, was expected 
by the Jews, iii. 19, 103, 167, 177. 

Methodius, account of, i. 352. 

—_———— his work, the Symposium, 
corrupted, i. 357. 

— at first an adversary, and 
afterwards an admirer, of Origen, 
i. 218. 

Millennium, ii. 380; iii. 133. 
Movoyevys [‘Only-begotten”], its sig- 
nification, iii, 82, 85, 96, 1038, 108. 

Montanus, the heresy of, ii. 386. 

was not heretical on the 
Trinity, i. 83, 203. 

Mysteries of the Christian Religion, 

what reverence is due to them, 

ii, 505. 








~ a 


N. 


Natalis, the heretic, iii. 56, 354. — 
Nativities, in various senses ascribed 
to the Son of God, ii, 405. 
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Nazarenes did not agree with the 
Ebionites, iii. 38, 39, 50, 220. 

— the doctrine of the, iii. 41, 
43, 50, 175, 219, 220, 223, 226, 249. 

Nicetas, ii. 387. 

Nicolaitans, ii. 882. 

Noetians, heretics, i. 246, 248, 251, 
264 ; ii, 412, 583, 634. 

Novatians, the heresy of the, i. 45; 
11. 386 ; iii. 117, 119, 155. 

Novatian was not an Arian, 1. 294. 

— what heretics he opposed, 
i. 9; 

Novatus and Novatian were different 
persons, iii. 118. 








0. 


‘Opototiotos, [‘ of like substance,”] ii. 
668 ; iii. 143. i 

‘Ouoototos, [“ of one substance,” ] i. 35, 
ae 58, 309, 321; ii. 666; ili. 143, 
197. 





this term appeared to some 
to introduce a division of the divine 
essence, i, 75. 





not fabricated by 
heretics, i. 82. 

a not invented by 

the Nicene Fathers, i. 63, 65, 246, 


313, 314, 321. 





_——__—— in what sense re- 

jected by the Council of Antioch, 
1, 66. 

Only-begotten. [See Movoyevis.] 

Origen defended from the charge of 
Arianism, i. 233, 281. 

accused and defended by the 

ancients, i. 217, 220, 278. 

—- his character, i. 278. 

— Commentaries on Job, spu- 

rious, i. 321. 

wrote his different works with 

various objects, i, 219. 

malleus hereticorum, i. 281. 

might be called latitudinarian, 
nu, 11, 

——=— his works corrupted, i, 218, 
260. ‘7 

——— his opinion of heretics, iii. 13. 

how he used' the word iré- . 

oraots, i. 246. ; 

used the word dpoovctos, i, 247. 

Orphic verses, iii. 253. P 

Ovcta, [‘‘ substance or essence, ] used 
to signify Person, i. 188, 236—246, 
247, 339, 355. 
































1 


Pamphilus, his Apology for Origen 
was not Arian, i. 270, 341. 


BB 
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Pamphilus, the true author of the 
Apology, i. 840. : 

— the year of his martyr- 
dom, i. 65. 

Pantenus, i. 181; ii. 410. 

Papias, iii. 238. - 

Paraclete [the Comforter], iii. 121. 

Paul the Apostle; was his rebuke of 
Peter serious, or feigned? iii, 43. 

Paul of Samosata, i. 241, 336; ili. 60, 
68, 191, 228. 








used the word dyo- 
otc.os [(“consubstantial”] in a bad 
sense, i. 66, 70, 75, 78. 

Pearson’s Vindicie Ignatiane, i. 51; 
ii, 372. f 

Tlepixdpyois [“circumincession,” or 
“ mutual inexistence”] of the Father 
and the Son, i. 152, 239, 285; ii. 
641, 644, 647, 650, 652; ii. 323, 

Persona, the word, i. 238, 246; 11. 534. 

Petavius asserted that some Ante- 

. nicene Fathers held the same 
opinions as Arius, i. 9. 

suspected of Arianism, i. 12. 

— unjusily accused Origen, i. 
220, 233; ii. 414. 3 

———— cause of his injurious state- 
ments azainsy the Antenicene Fa- 
thers, 1. 11. 

Philo Judeus, did he follow Plato? i, 
32. 

Photius, hostile to Origen, i. 299. 

dors, used for Person, i. 188 ; ili. 333, 
336. 

Pierius, account of, i. 338; ii. 428. 

Plato wrote concerning the Logos, iii. 
274. 

Platonic philosophy, the, ili. 269. 

Pliny’s testimony respecting the Chris- 
tians, ii. 408. 

Pneumatomachi, [fighters against 
the.Spirit,”] 1.124, 130, 293. 

Pemandres | Mopcydpys], when the 
author of the work so called lived, 
1. 57, 66. - 

Polycarp, when he suffered martyr- 
dom, i. 52, 118; ii. 213. 

wrote several Epistles, 1.116. 

Prayer is taken, either as including 














thanksgiving, or [simply] as suppli- ° 


cation for divine aid, iii. 294, 295. 
Principle [or beginning], its meaning 
manifold, ii. 559. 
Procession and generation not always 
distinguished, i. 48; ii. 479. 
Psalms of the ancient Christians, ii. 
408 ; iii, 228. 
Psathyriani, heretics, i. 244. 
Purgatory, unknown in the first three 
centuries, i. 41. 
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oa 
Q. 
Quadratus, the Apology of, iii. 214. 


R. 


Recognitions, falsely attributed to 
Clement, i. 114. 

Redemption of Man, the mystery of, 
1. 147. 

Remission of sins proves Christ to be 
God, ii. 701. 

Rome. [See Caurcu. ] 

Root of the Son, in what sense the 
Father is, ii. 563. 

Ruffinus, commendations of, i. 218, 
272: 

Rupertus Tuitiensis [abbot of Tul, ii. 
506. 


8. 


Sabellian heresy, i. 77, 240, 296, 302, 
312, 326, 345; ii. 565, 627, 637. 
—— the like existed in 
the time of Justin Martyr, i. 138; 

li, 626; iii, 198. 








~ Sabellians, the, did not adopt the 


word Suoorcws [“of one substance”), 
i. 70, 77, 318. 

Sabinus formed a rash and shameless 
judgment concerning the Nicene 
Council, i. 3. E 

Sandius wrote a book entitled ‘‘ The 
Kernel of Ecclesiastical History,” 
[Nucleus Heel. Hist.] i. 8. . 

——— without any authority pro- 
nounced MSS. to be corrupt, ii. 578. 

adjudged the Apology of Dio- 

nysius to be spurious, i. 314. 

collected and amassed stories 

and falsehoods from all sources, 

i. 293. 

pretended, that the Son once 

existed only potentially, ii. 426. 

judged the works of Hippo- 

lytus to be spurious, i. 207. 

accused Tertullian of Arian- 
ism, 1. 203. 

Saturninians, heretics, iii. 6, 29, 34, 35. 

Semiarians, i, 62, 242; ii. 508, 639; 
ili. 143. 

Sibylline oracles, iii. 255, 258, 259. 

— verses, not forged by the 

primitive Fathers, iii. 256. 

interpolated by the 
Christians of later times, iii. 263. 

Shnon Magus, the prince of heretics, 
li. 897. 

—————— distorted the apostolic 


doctrine to his own impious dogmas, 
il, 234. 
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Simonians, heretics, iti. 6, 29, 121, 130, 
231, 265. 

isinnins, account of, ii. 660. 

Sociniuns acknowledge that the Fa- 
thers are opposed to them, tii. 819. 

—— disputes among. , touching 
the adoration of Christ, ; ii. 296. 

Socinus says, we are not bound to in- 
voke Christ, ii. 292. 

——— allows, that Christ was held 
to be God, i. 6. 

allows, that Christ is worthy 

of divine honour, ili. 288. 

what his opinion was concern- 
ing the doctrine of the Church be- 
fore the Nicene Council, i. 5. 

Son the, existing from everlasting, 
i, 213, 337, 353; it. 371, 404, 409, 
411, 419, 420, 424, 436, 478, 494, 
496, 503, 512, 526, 532, 54235 iii. 
324, 349. 

———— begotten from everlasting, 
ii. 441, 445, 478. 

— equal to the Father, i. 164, 

166, 177, 184, 198, 199, 291, 338; 

il, 425, 563, 574, 576, 578, 579, 583, 

585, 587%, 589; iil. 325, 326. 

— distinct from the Father in 

. person, but not in nature, 1.137, 
140, 156, 178, 215, 237, 248, 311, 
363; ii. 487, 454, 468, 536, 645; 

iii 196, LOG 199. 
whether He beav7d6cos (God 
of Himself)? it. 565, 569. 




















Nature of Christ, 1. 129. 

— in what sense He is 
called “Holy Spirit,’ i. 47, 48, 89, 
110, 155; ii. 683. : 

— said by heretics to be the 
Father Himself, i. 159, 248, 250. 

of the same nature with 
the Father, i, 6, 126, 137, 174; ii. 
370. 

-— and the Father are One, i. 
152, 185, 186, 194, 295, 330, 362, 
363; i. 417, 436, 582. 

— begotten ‘of the essence and 
substance of God the Father, i. 140, 
337; ii. 870, 575; iii. 142, 347. 

— begotten, as Light of Light, 
i. 78, 85, 120, 187, 188, 140, 153, 
194, 214, 254, 256, 298, 364; ii. 
425, 427, 471, 544, 575, 635; iii. 
200. 


























His second generation, to 
create the universe, i. 214; ii, 481, 
433, 435, 445, 447, 453, 457, 458, 
461, 467, 469, 472, 478, 484, 485, 
492, 493, 495, 500, 504, 507, 512, 
514, 515, 520, 524, 527, 5380, 532, 
555, 728 ; iii. 350. 

———— in the Father and the Father 


‘ 
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in the Son, i, 184, 186, 308, 380; 
ii, 484, 597, 608, 625, 643, 650. 

Sen the, invisible and immeasurable 
equally as the Father, i. 164, 232; 
il, 594, 605, 607, 609, 618, 615. 

— why called Logos. [or, “the 

Word”), ii, 441, 442, 

in what sense the Minister 

of the Father, ii. 572 ; iii. 833, 339. 

is not a creature, i. 86, 110, 

112, 118, 121, 144, 147, 153, 167, 

169, 191, 215, 223, 228, 230,. 295, 

298, 308, 807, 318, 335, 358, 365; 

ii. 420, 430, 436, 456, 458, 496— 

498; ii. 70, 74, 196, 199, 227, 304, 

330, 339, 349. 

—is not separated from the 
Father, i. 200, 307, 364; i. 645, 646, 
653. 

Son the, is not in the Father virtu- 
ally, or potentially only, ii. 426, 438, 
449, 455, 462, 486, 487, 5133 iii. 
iS) 




















is of one substance, duood- 
otos, with the Father, i. 35, 57, 84, 
113, 122, 138, 140, 154, 189, 193, 
284/297, 310, 313; ii. 870, 658; 
Tau IIE 








— in what sense He is dvapxos 

[ without beginning ”’], ii. 559. 

in is sense He is called 

“Angel,” i. 22, a8 ii, 601, 609, 
“ 617, 618, 620, 622 
—in what sense He is called 
Only-begotten, and in what sense 
First-begotten, 11. 496—502; ii1. 83, 
85, 96, 103, 107, 108. 
in what way called dpx7 
[“ Beginning” ], ii. 451, 457—459. 
appeared to holy men under 
the Old Testament, i. 16, 24, 29, 35, 
141, 161, 162, 201 ; ii. 594, 603, 606, 
613, 696, 697, 698 ; 111. 183, 286, 337, 
345, 347. 
is called Wisdom, i. 155,177, 
189, 190, 223, 227, 283, 253, 266, 
268, 287, 290, 307, 329, 337, 356; 
ii. 411, 416, 421, 480, 500, 510, 518, 
528, 526, 553, 562, 581, 696, 707. 
always coexisted with the 
Father, i. 167, 177, 179 ; ii. 398, 408, 
404, 407, 411, 414, 421, 424, 426, 
436, 453, 454, 462, 464, 472, 476, 
177, 486, 492, 495, 516, 520, 554, 
581. 




















i. 106, 111, 113, 170, 188, 216, 233, 
251, 338; 11.556, &c., 563, 581, 583, 
608 ; iii. 320. 

— born or put forth in three 
ways, i. 214; ii. 405, 505. 

7 had a real subsistence [oad- 
oracts|, i, 240. 
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Son, the, the Condescension [ovyxa- 
taBaots| of, ii, 493, 497, 499, 502, 
505, 591. 

Soul, the human, cannot be omni- 
scient, iii. 291. 

the, of the first man, the origin 
of, i, 274. 

Spirit, Holy, taken for the Divine 
Nature, i. 47, 89, 94, 110, 176; ii. 
524; ili. 35, 89, 97, 352. 

—— in what sense the title 

is given to the several Persons of 

the Trinity, i. 47, 155, 287. 

——— See Holy Ghost. 











Es 


Tertullian, whether he wrote verses 
against Marcion ? ii. 543. 

— his doubtful phrases ex- 

plained i. 199 ; ii. 508, 515. 

referred to the Epistles of 

Ignatius, i. 197. 

— refuted the heresy of Eu- 
tyches, i. 210. 

—— imitated the Greek [Eccle- 
siastical ] writers, i. 64, 197, 238. 

did not believe God to be 
corporeal, ii. 514, 

was orthodox on the Tri- 
nity, i. 292 ; ii. 508. 

Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs, 
ii. 694. 

Theodotus of Byzantium, the heretic, 
i. 84, 116, 350; ii. 634; iii. 55, 56. 

Theognostus, i. 297, 298. 

Theophilus defended from Arianism, 
ii. 459. 

@cds, and 6 @eds, ii. 706. ° 

Trent, the assembly of, not a General 
Council, i. 12. 

Trinity of the Divine Persons, the, 
1,148, 153, 155, 156, 178, 187, 201— 
203, 216, 238, 239, 244245, 247, 
288, 297, 302, 304, 309, 319, 323, 
326, 3846; ii. 425, 426, 430, 438, 
452, 476, 503, 561, 563, 565, 580, 
585, 686—637, 643, 645, 648, 649, 
721—722 ; iii, 16, 69, 124, 311, 323, 
335, 340. 











U. 


Ubiquity, an attribute of God only, 

i, 224, 

Union of the Godhead and the Man- 
hood in Christ, i. 228, 224; ii. 700. 

among the Divine Persons 
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without cutting, or separation, i. 
284 ; ii, 642. 

‘txécrtacis [hypostasis], i, 236—246, 
340, 


———— And ovoin con- 
founded, i. 236—246, 247. 





Vi 


Valentinians, heresy of the, i. 164, 167, 
247, 261, 290; ii. 381—383, 533, 
537, 539, 576, 730; iti. 126, 130, 182. 

two sects of the, iii. 125. 

Virgil's Eclogue 4th, iii. 258. 








W. 


Wisdom, a title given to the Son and 
to the Holy Ghost, i. 155, 156; ii. 
472; iii. 185. 

—— of Solomon, not written by 
Philo, i. 32. 

Word of God. [See Logos.] 

—————— and word of man com- 
pared, ii. 522. 

put for God, by the 
Chaldee Paraphrast, i. 34. 

World, the Father was the primary 
Creator of the, i. 233. 

———— created by the Father 
through the Son, i. 24, 235 ; ii. 527. 

World [ony] a threefold, [in Hebrew 
literature,| iii. 99. 

Worship, divine, given to God only, 
iii. 287, 290, 296. 








X. 


Xystus, Pope, how many years he 
occupied the Papal see, i. 316. 


a 


Z. 


Zenobia, was she a Jewess? iii. 61. 
Zwicker, author of the [renicum Ire- 
nicorum, i. 83 iii. 210. 
asserted that the Nicene Fa- 
thers were the framers of a new 
faith, i. 8. 
his statements about Hege- 
sippus false, ili. 236. 
— wrote falsely of Justin Mar- 
tyr, iii. 212, 230, 268, 279. 
— was in error about the Or- 
phic verses, iii. 253. 
— heaped together ancient tes- 
timonies from the writings of other 
persons, i, 122. 
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